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The Dough Must Go On H.Y. Hanna
Showbiz comes to Oxford in the form of Britain's hottest new talent show, and tearoom owner Gemma Rose
gets a peek behind-the-scenes when she's asked to cater for the event. But with the Old Biddies, entering the
contest as England's first "granny band", and her little tabby, Muesli, stealing the limelight, Gemma soon
ends up with more than she bargained for... and that's before she comes across a frozen dead body!

Now, she's on the trail of a murderer, with four nosy old ladies giving her a helping hand, while also dealing
with her embarrassing mother, her workaholic boyfriend--and even a mouse invader at her tearoom!

With things heating up in the contest and so many suspects in the running, can Gemma catch the killer before
the curtain falls?
(* Dark Chocolate & Orange Scones recipe at the end of the story)

This book follows British English spelling and usage.
Clean read: no graphic violence, sex, or strong language.
Genre: humorous culinary cozy mysteries, cat cozy mystery series / women amateur sleuth / British detective
mystery
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From Reader Review The Dough Must Go On for online ebook

Karen says

This series is always a guaranteed delight to read!
This is a true cozy mystery series, with wonderful characters, an enchanting setting and a top notch
whodunit.
I am never disappointed with this series, and hope to read further books in the series.
I voluntarily read an Advance Reader Copy of this book.

Lola says

I received a free copy from the author and voluntarily reviewed it.

I was happy to return to oxford, Gemma and her tearoom in this latest release in the Oxford Tearoom
Mysteries. There was a good mystery, new side characters we get to meet, a talent show and Gemma getting
involved in it all. There are also some funny scenes with the Old Biddies, Gemma's mom, Muesli and
Gemma's friends Cassie and Seth.

This book centers around a talent show where Gemma does the catering and then gets involved in a murder
mystery when she discovers the dead body of one of the contestants. The talent shows was a different topic
again for this series and I liked how we got a glimpse of the show and the colorful characters involved, many
of whom were suspects. I had a clear suspect form the start and while I didn't guess right, there was a reveal
involving the one I suspected. I liked that I guessed wrong and was thinking in a totally different direction,
but at the same time I thought it would've been a bit difficult to guess. I like how with the mysteries in this
series you are able to figure out with the clues who the murdered is and I thought in this book there were
only a few clues and not very clear or solid ones at that, which would make it hard to guess right.

It is great how many red herrings there were and even tough I was pretty sure I knew who had done it, I was
guessing at a few times and thought another character or two did sound as a plausible suspect as well. There
are a bunch of reveals, connections and past events that get revealed along the course of the mystery and it's
fun how everyone seems to be hiding something, but only one of them is the actual murderer.

There were a few scenes that were a bit too silly for my taste and a few unrealistic ones that I didn't really
care for, like the one with the mouse. But mostly I had a fun reading this one. The familiar characters we all
see back, Devlin, Cassie, Seth, the Old Biddies and Gemma's mom all play a role again. I also liked the new
side characters and how not everyone is what they seem and there were some surprising twists along the
way.

Gemma lands in some tricky situations again in this book. I liked how she was still shocked when finding the
body even tough she has found her fair share of them already. I did flinch at a situation she gets into and I
did actually agree with the person who got a bit upset with her. It wouldn't be as interesting if she had just
gone ahead and asked that person, but at the same time it also didn't feel right what she did. I liked how
Gemma stood up to the person who ran the show and wasn't afraid to show her opinion.

To summarize: another solid mystery in this series. I had a clear suspect from the start, but it turned out I
guessed wrong, although there was something that got revealed about the person I suspected. There are a
bunch of red herrings, reveals and secrets that come to light. I did think it would've been hard to guess to
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culprit, but I did like that I guessed wrong after being so sure about my guess. I liked seeing how Gemma got
involved in this mystery and landed in some tricky situation again. And it was fun seeing all the familiar
characters again as well as getting to know some new side characters. There were a few scenes I didn't really
care for a few unrealistic things, but overall this was a great read. This was a solid mystery and I am looking
forward to the next one!

Heather Belleguelle says

As readers, we never tire of our favourite series and can’t get enough of our favourite characters. What never
ceases to amaze me though, is how skilled authors like Ms Hanna manage to keep coming up with new plots
and ideas that we haven’t seen before. And that’s certainly the case in The Dough Must Go On.

A TV talent show is a wonderful setting for a bit of a gruesome murder with a ready-made list of suspects
naturally provided. As usual, the Old Biddies cause great hilarity throughout the book, and not just as
Britain’s first Granny Band. All the other elements that have made readers fall in love with this series are
there as well. Gemma’s mother particularly comes into her own more than ever and made me want to hide
somewhere, never mind how poor Gemma herself felt! And, of course, Muesli steals the show as always.

The murder storyline is complex enough without being too complicated, and I had no idea who the murderer
was until it was revealed. Ms Hanna cleverly leads us along several possible rabbit trails before allowing us
to see the truth. So, with a combination of an engrossing storyline, delightful characters, and great writing,
how could this book rate anything other than five stars?

Kathleen says

“The Dough Must Go On” earns 5+/5 Granny Bands…Entertaining, Engaging, Fun!

“You got some I can try?” Wanting a free sample threw Gemma a bit, but the little man’s rave review of her
fresh scone, business card, and request for seven hundred eased her mind…sort of. The Little Stables
Tearoom has been hired by billionaire Monty Gibbs to cater for the “From Pleb to Celeb” talent show which
will definitely improve the bottom line and maybe facilitate some raises and vacations, but the “Four
Biddies” as contestants? That is worth seeing up close. But Gemma’s behind-the-scenes perspective leads
her to witness squabbles, accusations, hair pulling, and…murder! Once again Gemma and her octogenarian
sidekicks are on the case with a plethora of suspects and motives to sift through, but don't forget magic acts,
a surprise judge, Muesli on stage, and enough peril for all.

H.Y. Hanna’s Oxford Tearoom Mystery series is my absolute all-time favorite, and her newest ninth book
does not disappoint taking her wonderful characters into reality television. Enriching her signature first-
person narrative with Gemma’s inner thoughts and descriptions, Hanna pens delightfully entertaining banter.
I love the “Four Biddies” and interactions between Gemma and her parents, and her realistic attention to the
various personalities creates an almost eavesdropping sense for the reader. It was so entertaining, and well
worth a revisit. I am an eager fan of H.Y. Hanna’s audio versions, expecting this book (finger crossed) to be
out before the end of the year, and the delightful result of having enjoyed listening to the previous eight is
that when I read to myself, I continue to hear in my head Pearl Hewitt’s marvelous voice for Gemma, the
“Biddies,” and even Muesli. And your bonus, with an introductory thought on British vs American scones, is
an easy-to-follow treat with my two favorite flavors. The Dark Chocolate & Orange Scones recipe is from
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another Oxford Tearoom Mystery fan Kim McMahon Davis from Cinnamon and Sugar and a little bit of
murder blog. The Chocolate Orange Glaze is delicious and easily used drizzled over other baked goods.

"Disclosure: I received an ARC. My review is voluntary with honest insights and comments."

Laura says

This is a great book; this is the ninth book in the Oxford Tearoom Mystery series written by H.Y. Hanna.
Showbiz comes to Oxford in the form of Britain's hottest new talent show, and tearoom owner Gemma Rose
gets a peek behind-the-scenes when she's asked to cater for the event. But with the Old Biddies, entering the
contest as England's first "granny band", and her little tabby, Muesli, stealing the limelight, Gemma soon
ends up with more than she bargained for... and that's before she comes across a frozen dead body! Now,
she's on the trail of a murderer, with four nosy old ladies giving her a helping hand, while also dealing with
her embarrassing mother, her workaholic boyfriend--and even a mouse invader at her tearoom! This is a
great book with a wonderful story and well developed characters. This book will keep you reading long into
the night. If you are looking for a great book, then you need to read this book. I am looking forward to
reading the next book by this great author.

Daniele says

Gemma finds her world turned upside down when she is hired to cater the set of the talent show From Pleb to
Celeb. To make things even more interesting, the Old Biddies have formed a granny band, and believe it or
not, they are both terrible and popular. Things get hairy when Gemma discovers one of the front runners
murdered backstage, leaving Gemma feeling compelled to help her inspector boyfriend Devlin unmask the
killer.

Kudos to Hanna for giving readers an unusual murder weapon and loads of laugh-out-loud moments. The
talent television show backdrop provides zany characters and a nice change from the teashop location. Series
regulars make appearances, and even Muesli plays a key role. The suspects all have interesting back stories
and viable motives.

Time spent in Oxford with Gemma and crew is always time well spent. THE DOUGH MUST GO ON is
great fun for any cozy mystery fan.

I received a copy of this title from the author and voluntarily shared my thoughts here.

John Presler says

Gemma Rose loves her Little Stables Tea Shop. A man came into the tea room early one morning and
demanded a taste test of her scones. Gemma was surprised, but it resulted in a catering contract for a talent
show being filmed in the area.

One afternoon, while walking backstage, Gemma noted the “fog” that the magician uses in his act was
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thicker than he normally used. Approaching the fog machine, she discovered one of the contestants with her
head inside the fog machine. Gemma pulled the woman from the machine, hoping against hope that she
might still be alive. One glance told her the sad truth. Gemma recognized the contestant, Lara, but her
appearance was so shocking that she dropped the woman. Having died in a vat of liquid nitrogen, the
woman's face shattered on impact.

Who could have done such a thing? Sure, the woman was obnoxious and proud of her immoral way of life.
But no one deserved to die in such a manner!

There was no shortage of suspects, and the backstage area was like a labyrinth of hallways and rooms. Was
Lara's death accidental or intentional? If it was intentional, what would be the motive? Would there be more
deaths?

H.Y. Hanna has another winner with this story. Her new characters are very distinctive with their individual
personalities and history. The interactions are believable and familiar. The book is well written and keeps the
reader entertained from start to finish and well into the night.

K.A. Davis says

THE DOUGH MUST GO ON is the ninth book in the Oxford Tearoom Mystery series by H.Y. Hanna and is
filled with a jolly good time! Gemma Rose, owner of Little Stables Tearoom in Oxford has been hired to
cater morning and afternoon tea for a famous reality talent show: From Pleb to Celeb. The creator and owner
of the show is one of the richest and probably most eccentric men in Britain. This gives the author plenty of
opportunities to create scenes filled with hilarity, especially when the four octogenarians, known as the Old
Biddies, land a spot on the show with their “Granny Band” act. Ms. Hanna provides great descriptions of the
various and often crazy talent acts which provides plenty of chuckles. Of course Gemma’s adorable little
tabby, Muesli, gets in on the act as well and steals every scene, while Gemma’s mother puts her own mark
on the show.

After discovering a murder victim during the competition (killed with an unbelievably unique weapon),
Gemma is drawn to helping find the murderer. With so many contestants and show employees in the vicinity
of the crime, there are plenty of suspects. As Gemma delves deeper into the victim’s life, she finds lots of
people had reasons to truly dislike the murdered woman. Gemma’s boyfriend Devlin, is the inspector in
charge of the investigation. While he’s a capable investigator, Gemma has a way of getting people to confide
in her, providing clues along the way. The suspenseful conclusion wrapped up the threads of the story and I
was greatly surprised at the “how” the murder was executed. It was quite ingenious!

FangirlNation says

In The Dough Must Go On by H.Y. Hanna, Gemma Rose has been hired to cater the From Pleb to Celeb
talent show, which is taking place in Oxford. To her surprise, the four Old Biddies, plus a friend, have
entered the contest as a "granny band" named the Pussy Puffs. Backstage, Gemma encounters plenty of
personal drama and conflict, especially with one contestant, Laura King, determined to stir up trouble. The
night of the semifinals, the puppeteer's cat, who is part of the act, goes missing, so Gemma takes her own cat,
Muesli, for the woman to use. But as Gemma looks for the performer, she comes upon the body of Laura
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King, who must have been murdered in the previous ten minutes. With Gemma's boyfriend, Detective
Instructor Devlin O'Connor, in charge of the case, Gemma finds herself mixed up in the investigation.

Read the rest of this review and other fun, geeky articles at Fangirl Nation

Merry Chapman says

A hilarious must read book 9 in a fun and fantastic cozy mystery series!

H.Y. Hanna has done it again! Our favorite characters are embroiled in a new situation, Gemma, her Mom,
the Biddies, Detective Devlin, Gemma's boyfriend and of course Muesli Gemma's lovable cat get involved in
a TV Talent Show. Gemma is asked to supply Tea Time and break time catering of her scones etc. Dora,
Gemma And Cassie are hard at work to supply the show with the goods and since the pay is so good, they
shut down the shop while they cater the show. The biddies with their friend June entered the talent show,
much to Gemma's disbelief! Of course we have a murder of one of the most odious talent acts, Lara who was
not only nasty to everyone, but so self-centered and arrogant her attitude cause her to have a fight with a very
meek piano playing contestant, and of course she did not endear herself to any of the other contestants. Since
getting to be the final two who would go onto the next season's show is on the line, there are lots of suspects
who could have murdered Lara in such a disagreeable way. There are so many twists and turns and with
Gemma looking into the murder and the biddies helping, will she solve it or get into trouble. Will Muesli
steal the show? Will the show go one? Will Gemma and Devlin ever be able to get some quality time
together? Will Cassie see what their friend Seth really feels about her? So many questions, some get resolved
and some are left for book 10 in this fantastic series. I received an ARC from the author but the opinions here
are strictly my own.

Maria E. says

am in love with this entire series. I've been following Gemma, her mother, and her friends from the
beginning, and I've come to miss them whenever I wait for the next book to come out. My favorite character
is the adorable Muesli, Gemma's mischievous tabby, followed by the four Old Biddies who in spite of their
age, have quite a knack for getting into trouble, and it is always up to Gemma to bail them out. In this, Book
9 of the series, we have another interesting murder. It all starts out fine with Gemma getting a huge order
from a celebrity who is taping a TV talent competition show, which attracts a variety of performers. Of
course, one of them gets killed. Gemma's boyfriend is the detective in charge, and Gemma, with the help (or
hindrance) of the Old Biddies, steps in to help to solve the murder. Each book has a different murder which
is wrapped up at the end, but by now I am more interested in the continuing story of the various characters
than in the individual murders. That doesn't mean the murders aren't interesting in and of themselves, it's just
that Ms. Hanna has made the characters so endearing that you feel like you already know them and you want
to know much more about their lives. As I said, I love this series, and am looking forward to Book 10 for
more of Gemma (and her relationship with Detective O'Connor), Muesli, Cassie, and the Old Biddies.

Cathy Geha says

The Dough Must Go On by H.Y. Hanna
The Oxford Tearoom Mysteries #9
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Gemma Rose is on case nine of her cozy mysteries series set in Oxford. She owns the Little Stables
Tearoom, has a wonderful can named Muesli, a DCI boyfriend named Devlin and a host of other friends and
family that take part in her books.

In this book she is hired to cater tea twice a day for a talent show and as the numbers are whittled down and
various things take place while competitors are striving hard to win and she wonders if she will ever have
some true alone time with Devlin she stumbles across a corpse and thus begins her sleuthing.

There are plenty of potential suspects but the killer is not easily figured out in this one till near the end. The
“old biddies” are true to form and have taken on a newbie to their group as they compete in the talent
show…and what a hoot their stage name is!

True to the way these stories go it is pretty much Gemma who figures out who the murderer is but in the
process she is nearly killed, too, with a contest stepping in to save her in the end.

And…did Gemma get some alone time with her hottie boyfriend? Yes indeed she did although this book did
not give us all the details ;)

Thank you to the author for the ARC – This is my honest review.

4 Stars

Celia says

H.Y. Hanna has another hit on her hands with The Dough Must Go On, this time featuring a reality show
called "From Pleb to Celeb." Gemma Rose's tearoom, The Little Stables, has scored the very lucrative
catering job for the show, which is filming in her wonderful town of Oxford, England. We are provided with
behind the scenes looks at the show which I found to be quite fascinating. Everyone in Oxford is excited
about the show, and even the Old Biddies are participating with their girl band (or should I say "Granny
Band"), and are a surprising hit. Gemma is up to the task until she stumbles upon the body of one of the
contestants, and is determined to solve the mystery. She also has help from her best friend Cassie, the Old
Biddies and her police detective boyfriend, Devlin.

This book is delightful and features the characters I know and love. The interactions are spot-on, and the
setting of a talent reality show is genius. As the show is in its final stages, the competition has become quite
cut-throat, and there is no shortage of suspects. Gemma finds herself in some hilarious situations during her
investigations, usually instigated by the Old Biddies, or her mother, and I found myself laughing out loud at
some of the antics.

If you have not read any of the Oxford Tearoom Mysteries, you are really missing out on a wonderful series.
Each book is delightful and witty, with mysteries that have you guessing until the end. The Dough Must Go
On can easily stand on its own, however, and you don't feel like you are missing out if you have not read the
earlier books which I highly recommend.

A review copy of this book was sent to me by the author. All thoughts and opinions are solely my own.
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Linniegayl says

Not my favorite entry in the series, but still enjoyable. The ending felt a bit off. Once the murder was solved
(of course there was a murder) the book continued on for several chapters dealing with Emma's relationships
and interactions with various other characters. Overall, I'd give it a C+, so 3 stars here.

Jeannie and Louis Rigod says

Gemma Rose and Muesli are busy catering for a new talent show in Oxford. Gemma's delicacies have been
discovered by the producer of a up and coming revue. To Gemma's surprise and amazement, her favorite
four 'The Biddies" are in the talent competition.

This is quite the selection of contestants and as the reality cameras are running, the backstage drama is
flaring. Especially with one contestant who loves talking and goading people on with her flagrant tales of
stealing husbands. That is until she speaks no more...

Gemma finds herself involved in trying to solve the crime. Muesli finds herself a star, almost and The Four
Biddies with a fifth move up the ranks of popularity.

Meanwhile back at the Tearoom, there is a disappearing mouse...who left me laughing aloud.

I do enjoy this series of murder mysteries written in the British style. What fun and a darn good tale as well.
If you haven't discovered Ms. Hanna's writing yet...Do so. Her two series are filled with foods, humor, and
interesting murders. The characters stay with you as friends. The dialog is snappy and keeps you turning the
pages.


