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In the mountains of Midkemia,

aboy came brutally of agein blood and
in terror. And now he livesfor one
purpose alone ... revenge!

An exceptionally skilled swordsman, youngTa Hawkins was the only survivor of the massacre of hisvillage
-- rescued, recruited, and trained by the mysterious order of magicians and spies, the Conclave of Shadows.
Now one of the secret society's mostval uable agents, he gains entrance into the court of Duke Olasko, the
bloodthirsty and powerful despot whose armies put Tal's village to the sword, by posing as a nobleman from
the distant Kingdom of the Isles. But the enemy is cunning and well protected -- in league with the foul
necromancer Leso Varen, dark master of death-magic -- and to gain the Duke's trust and confidence, Ta
Hawkins must first sell his soul.
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Michael says

This second book in the Conclave of Shadows series takes the hero Talwin Hawkins from a shell shocked
boy, to ayoung man driven by revenge to a man who redeems himself and his people. The political intrigues
that played out were complex enough to keep the story interesting, but not so deep that they were hard to
follow. Hawkins hatches a complicated plan that requires the conclave to assist him in finally carrying out
hisrevenge. Along the way Tal learns that many of the peopleinvolved in hislife were not individual actors
but part of something bigger than themselves as well. Often his "enemies' were simply being used as Ta
himself was being used by the conclave. Tal learns that just like the "evil" forces that destroyed his people,
Tal had made human life expendablein his quest for revenge. He killed people he had no quarrel with to get
close to his eventual target, the Duke of Olasko. The tail ends nicely with Tal achieving some semblance of
revenge and redemption.

| did enjoy this book much more than book one but couldn't give it 4 stars for two reasons. First, the author
used magic to regenerate lost limbs. And while | guess that was necessary for the dramatic ending, | though
the fact that Tal was damage in his quest made him more of an identifiable hero. He was in essence a fantasy
world 007, aman of many talents and good with the ladies. To have him beaten and broken during book two
made him easier to identify with. Things didn't go hisway constantly in his pursuit. His eventual redemption
would have been even more powerful if things had not been magically fixed. It's easier to forgive if you get
al your damage body parts back and your health isrestored. | felt that the scars of hisyoung life would have
meant much more. Finaly, | think the complex political intrigue the author built up through two books was
complex enough to keep me intrigued, but not too difficult to follow. The author chose to wrap things up a
little too neatly for my tastein the end. | will hold out that he may revisit some of these issues in the final
book.

While these two drawbacks kept me from giving this book 4 stars, it is not enough to deter me from reading
the final book in the series.

Sam says

| quickly consumed this Fantasy pap middle chapter after enjoying the paint-by-numbers origin story in
‘Talon of the Silver Hawk'.

| wanted to spend more time with our hero Talon (or 'Ta' as he's known now) but his company is starting to
wear thin. There's just something so pedestrian about this series. It's enjoyable, and yes, Raymond E. Feist
still writes with 'vivid imagination’ as the back cover proclaims, but the problem is he already imagined this
stuff three or four times before, and now it really just feelslike a'best of' from the past, regurgitated with a
minimum of zest and gusto.

Another thing which is becoming clear to me now that I've finished part 2 isthat this story feels awfully
familiar (I'm looking at you Count of Monte Cristo!) - but that's fine as | love revenge stories, particularly
ones which contain an 'escape from prison sequence’, which this sequel contains and was the stand-out
section for me.

So | will finish thistrilogy now that I've committed a few weeks of my lifeto it already, but | can't help but
feel that Mr Feist himself may have grown alittle bored of spending timein Midkemia and is therefore
unable to make me care much either (or maybe 'Magician' isjust as average asthisand | view it through the
forgiving hue of nostalgia?).

PDF File: King of Foxes... 3



Read and Download Ebook King of Foxes...

Having said that, the ending was quite strong (I even had that feeling where you hair stands on end when you
finish the book), so | have high(ish) hopes for the final chapter.

Susanar’89 says

Dévam tri lebo st Vianoce ajato konzumujem popri inych viano?nych dobrotéach. Vydatne zaliate domacim
kokosovym likérom sato dalo. Inak je to nekreativny stredny medzi-diel, kde sa toho stane ve?a az sa z toho
hlavato?. Ale superhrdinovia rozchodia v3etko a kon?atiny im dorastgju. wif klisé.

Gareth says

Enjoyed this book more than | remember doing so the first time | read it, and indeed really enjoyed it. Style
of itismore similar to Magician than any of the intervening books | feel, with the various time jumps and
quite large ups and downs occurring, albeit mainly to one character, vs Magician'swider cast. Tal | think
grows more in this book, and the antagonists for the most part are less one dimensional than in Talon of the
Silver Hawk, which makes for more interesting twists and turns. Following this book, have jumped eagerly
into the next :)

Jono Lewis says

| enjoyed reading this very much, however, | think you'd have to consider it 'trash fantasy'. This conclave
seriesjust follows one character, Talon, so feels quite one-dimensional. Add to that the unfolding story is
very predictable, and like Jimmy the Hand, Talon never ceases to pull himself out of atight spot.

However, it is afun enough series to read to fill some story space that | imagine must be required for the
later series.

Peat says

The central conceit of the book - that to destroy the men he hates most and take his revenge, Tal must serve
them with all his heart to gain the intelligence he needs to bring them down, but only once they betray him -
isagood one. There's a heady mix of superspy shenanigans and moral questionsto it. That part isasolid 5.

Unfortunately, Feist doesn't spend enough time on it, spending alot of time on the post-betraya survival and
retaliation. This part, and the build up to Tal taking service, is an enjoyable enough 3.

Danielle says

'What did you do over Easter, Danielle? | will no doubt be asked when | dawdle into work bright and early
on Tuesday morning.
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'l read’, will be my half asleep reply.

And that will be the ridiculous truth. | have done nothing but read, eat, ducked into work to clear the chute,
done my washing, and slept. And then | read some more.

"King of Foxes' isthe second instalment in the "Conclave of Shadows" series. It continues to follow Talon
of the Silver Hawk/Tal Hawkins as he becomes a spy, a prisoner, amercenary captain, and leader of his
people.

In that particular order. And only in this book.

Again, | read thisrather quickly and dogmatically. Tal is becoming a character that | adore, but not in the
traditional sense. Heis certainly not without flaws, but he grapples with them day to day just as any human
being would.

Infact, Tal aimost takes the full blown step to anti-hero statusin this book as he murders, humiliates, and
betrays just about everyone he speaks to.

Pug, Nakor, and Magnus all take a back seat as Tal exudes his status as an agent for the Conclave. Caleb and
Miranda are completely absent (more's the pity), as Tal finalises his vengeance against the men who
wronged and wiped out his people.

It'swell written, certainly, but | can't help but see the markings of cliche and trope everywhere | read. An
orphaned boy, the last of hisrace, on a path to vengeance. Will he lose hisway on that path and become
someone heis not? Will he actually begin to trust and like those that wronged his people? All that kind of
thing.

Albeit well written, is still leaves me hollow and wanting more. Maybe | wanted more of the magicians.
Maybe | wanted characters | loved and adored back again, even though they're long dead. Who knows.

Still agood read though.

Jayme(the ghost reader) says

Thisisthe second book in the Conclave of Shadows series. Talon or Tal as heis called seems to be moving
up into the ranks until he failsto carry out and order and ends up in prison. This doesn't keep him down. He
escapes and is still able to fulfill his goal which isto seek revenge on the person who has killed his people.
There is more action and character development in the second book. | enjoyed the main character more and
overall the second book more. | was happy to see the main character was reunited with the woman he loved.

Ben O'nelll says

In which Raymond E. Feist displays absolutely no creativity whatsoever. Ugh. | know in my review of the
first book in the series, | was ranting about what alovely trait abit of predictability can be... but serioudly,
I'm pretty stupid. This book did absolutely nothing | haven't seen in another fantasy novel; furthermore, it did
nothing | haven't seen in a FEIST novel. It's pretty bad when you start cannibalizing your own plot lines.
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What doesn't suck: Um. Lets skip this part.

What sucked: In the first book, Talon actually developed alittle. In this book, he did not change even
dlightly--but at the end of the book, the reader is expected to believe he has undergone some sort of
metamorphasis into a better person. Bullshit. There was no epiphany, no reason his entire outlook would so
suddenly change. His entire life revolved around vengeance, and just as he getsit he decides he wants to be
the bigger man? No. That's just the author deciding he did in afew sentences. LAME.

The plot was boring to the extreme. Sometimes | don't think you're even trying anymore, Feist. It turns out
it'sthe same Big Bad its been in half of his books, but this time only Talon can save him! Because he doesn't
have magic! Or some such crap. It doesn't really matter.

Theworst part is| have to read the next one. That's what sucks the most.

Deep Thoughts: This book does not warrant any further thought. Ever.

Rating: Sucked. 1 star.

Sotiris Karaiskos says

In my review of thefirst part of this series, | have said that the story it tellsis more grounded, mainly
because of the limited role of magic in it. In the second part, magic has an equally limited role, but that does
not mean that the story isjust as grounded. | am always lenient at the excesses of some fantasy works, but in
the case of this book for the most part the plot did not make any sense. We continue to monitor our hero's
attempt to infiltrate the enemy camp, but the general plan behind this choiceis not very reasonable. Then the
attempt to revenge is done with different rules that are more understandable and finally we end up in a great
fight where most issues are resolved to such an extent that | wonder what's | eft for the 3rd part.

| can not say that | did not like this book, it is certainly interesting, and the ethical dilemmas resulting from
the story give alittle bit more depth - although certainly their description is not done in the most subtle way -
there are important devel opments that give a different dimension, but | feel that the author does not take
advantage of all thisto make us more emotionally involved with what we are reading. | have expected
something more and finally | did not find it, so | have to go to the third part to seeif there is something
special.

2TNV KPITIK? [OUL V1A TO TP?T0 U7P0C ALT?C TNG OEIP?C E?XA TEL 2TL 1 LOTOP?0 TIOL APNYE?TAL Eval
TEPIOC?TEPO TIPOCYEIWUN, KUP2WE EEAIT?0C TOV TEPIOPICUAVOU P7A0L TNG LOYE?0 G O AUTN. 3T0
O0E?TEPO0 L?7POC N HAYE? ?XEl €700V TEPIOPICUAVO PPA0 OAA? AUT? dEV ONUAVEL 2L 1 LOTOP?
ENAI €700V TPOOYEIWUN. E2U01 TTAVTOTE ETIEIK?C OTIG UTEPBOA?C K2TOLWV 7pYv @avVTOo?0G
OAA? OTNV TEP?ITWON AUTO? TOL PBIBA?0L OTO PEYAA?TEPO P0G N TAOK? dev PByade 1310 ?tEPO
V2NHA. ZUVEX?COVE VO TIPAKOAOUB0UE TNV TIPOCTI?OEIA TOU 7pWA LAG VA dlEIS?0El OTO XOPIK?
OTPOT?MEDO OAA? TO YEVIK?TEPO OX 2010 TI?20W AT? AUT? TNV ETIAOY? eV ?XEl TDA? AOYIK?. 3TN
OLV?XELA 1 TIPOOTIPBEIO EKOKNONC YVETAL LE AOPOPETIKO?C KAVVEC TIOL ENVAI TEPIOT?TEPO
KOTOVONTO? KOl TEAIK? KATOAYOUE OE W70 LUEY?AN U?XN 21OV TA TEPIOC?TEPA B2uaTa AvovTal o€
T?1010 BaBU? TIOL AVOPWTI2Udl TI LKAVEL VIA TO 30 U?P0C.

Agv PUTIOP? VA T 2T1 SEV OV 2PECE AUT? TO BIPA?0, ?XEL GY0LPA EVIIAE?POV KO TA NOIK?
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SIAUUOTA TIOU TIPOK 2ITTOUV ATT? TNV 1OTOP?0 dVOUVE A0 TEPIGO?TEPO 3700¢ -V KOl ayoupa n
TEPIYPOP? TOLC OEV YVETAI UE TOV TIO0 ETUO?E10 TP -, LTI?PXOVV CNUAVTIK?C EEEAEEIC TIOL V0oLV
U720 AL @OPETIK? Ol 20TOaN, VI20W, 2UWC, ?TI O CLYYPAQP?0C OEV EKUETAAAEZETAL A0 AUT? V1A VO PO
KVE VO EUTAOKOPUE TEPIOCTENPO CUVALCONUATIK? PUE AUT? TIOU A1 A B?2(OVE. TTEPIUAIW K?TI
TOPATIAVW KO I TEAIK? OV TO BP2KA, OTI?IE TR?IEL VA TIPOXWP?0W KAl 0TO TP?TO L?pOg yid va 0w av
UTT?PXEL K?TI EEXWPLOT?.

Alisha says

Notes for me:
Well that was aturn around, the first half of the book | didn't like, Tal was strutting around, murdering
people barely with atwitch of his conscience and enjoying the "good to be king" lifestyle a bit too much.

Plus Feist used the phrase unnatural reflexes to describe Tal's quickness way too much.
Then it all changed when Tal find himself in the Fortress of Despair. His humility, bravery and resiliencein
the face of abject misery warmed my heart to him all over again. Quite an exciting storyline with the escape

and the storming of Kaspar's castle. | liked the simplicity of how Tal beat Laren. Believable and well earned.

The finale with Eye of the Blue Winged Teal being reunited with Tal was poignant and sweset. | liked seeing
Tal reclaim his soul with mercy for Kaspar and forgiveness for Quint.

Now on to Book 3.

Victoria says

This sequel picked up right where Talon of the Slver Hawk ended. And as Talon of the Silver Hawk, or Ta
Hawkins, developed, he became a stronger and more likable character. Some of the hardships he faced could
have made this a much darker book, but lucky interventionsin the same vein as the last book, kept Tal
optimistic and surprisingly upbesat.

I wonder what will happen in the next book, especially considering the fate of the villain....

My favorite scene, though, was the shark/beach scene - such fun, and totally unexpected for afantasy novel.
| do hope that Nakor and other series regulars play alarger rolein the next book! The series seemsto be
winding (or wending, as this seemsto be Feist's new favorite word) down, but | remain curious to see where
it al goes!

Gigi says

DNF

Thisisn't an'l FINISHED!" it'san'I'm FINISHED WITH THIS SERIES!". Ugh. Perfect man-boyswho are
good at everything and are only interested in women for 'love-making'. Done and done.
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Elar says

Book picks up first book pace very well and one adventure follows an other with even avariant of Count
Monte Cristo story. There are rough edges and some scenes do not play as well as it might/should.

Karyn Mitchell says

So Whilst | really enjoyed the first part of Talons story in Talon of the Sliver hawk. | struggled through most
of King of the foxes before finally giving up around the 300 page mark, because it just got to hard for meto
enjoy. Thefirst half of this book continued in the same vain as the first in the conclave of shadows books but
thisone, | just couldn't enjoy and had to give up. | don't know what it was that made me not enjoy it asit had
al the markings of a great read but just didn't coe together for me.
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