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Paris is stunning in the summer

NYPD detective Jacob Kanon is on a tour of Europe's most gorgeous cities. But the sights aren't what draw
him--he sees each museum, each cathedral, and each cafe through the eyes of his daughter's killer.

The killing is simply marvelous

Kanon's daughter, Kimmy, and her boyfriend were murdered while on vacation in Rome. Since then, young
couples in Paris, Copenhagen, Frankfurt, and Stockholm have been found dead. Little connects the murders,
other than a postcard to the local newspaper that precedes each new victim.

Wish you were here

Now Kanon teams up with the Swedish reporter, Dessie Larsson, who has just received a postcard in
Stockholm--and they think they know where the next victims will be. With relentless logic and unstoppable
action, The Postcard Killers may be James Patterson's most vivid and compelling thriller yet.
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Brenda Whitner says

Not one of Pattersons best books. Kind of a let down. Post card killers are moving across Europe killing
couples by slashing their throats and putting them in poses according to famous art exhibits. Jacob a cop
from New York is hot on the case because his daughter was one of the first victims. He meets up with Dessie
a reporter in Sweeden and they work to solve the case, while doing this they fall in love. Not much to the
story or the capture. I was a little disappointed with this one. I am a great James Patterson fam I have read 37
of his books this is deffinately not one of my favorites.

Craig Sisterson says

NYPD cop Jacob Kanon has been chasing a pair of vicious killers across the capitals and holiday hotspots of
Europe, killers who kick-started their murderous spree by butchering his daughter and her fiancée in Rome.
Before each murder, a postcard is sent to the local newspaper, and when Stockholm-based crime reporter
Dessie Larsson receives the latest missive, she and Kanon team up to try to stop the killers once and for all.

Unfortunately for readers hoping that the co-authoring of award-winning Swedish crime queen Liza
Marklund will add some of the depth and substance apparent in many Swedish crime novels, Patterson’s by-
now formulaic and breezily-plotted style filled with relatively thin characters clearly dominates the
partnership here.

While you’ll want to know what happens, there is far too much telling rather than showing; everything is
spelled out for the reader and there is little subtext, resulting in an insubstantial feeling. What passes for
attempts at character development are generally clumsy or cliched, and the authors' hand is often obvious.
The characters say things for the benefit of the reader, rather than them being organic from the story or
character. There is no depth here.

While Patterson still has some talent for page-turning plots, there are many other thriller writers out there just
as good (in fact, many better) at plot, while also providing much much more when it comes to character,
setting, social issues, and dialogue etc.

Like fast food, the page-turning Postcard Killers may briefly satisfy, but soon afterwards you’ll be left
feeling hungry again, unsatisfied and wanting something more. Something different, and better.

Manny says

[Joint review with GULLA KULLA]

Chapter 1

The note had just said

Tösses Konditori, Karlavägen 77, Stockholm
Monday, noon
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We need to talk

The handwriting was female. He didn't know why he'd turned up. Maybe it was because he'd tried everything
else.

"You're R.E. Vuer?"

The voice had come from behind him. He spun round, his hand instinctively reaching inside his jacket. The
woman looked at him gravely.

"Don't shoot me. At least, not until you've drunk your coffee."

She put two full cups on the table, then took off her coat and sat down. He had to admit she was quite
attractive.

"Well?" he asked.

She took a sip of coffee. "You've been tracking Patterson for some time now, haven't you?" she said. It
wasn't a question.

"Maybe," he answered.

"He's here," she said. She reached into her bag, and pulled out a shiny paperback. "Look at this."

The title was Postcard Killers. There were two authors: James Patterson, Liza Marklund.

"Who...?" he said confusedly, shaking his head. Suddenly, the jet-lag was catching up with him.

"One of our most popular authors," the woman replied. "She writes... wrote... intelligent feminist thrillers. I
read the whole Annika Bengtzon series, all eight of them. Great books."

"And now..." She swallowed, visibly fighting back tears. "Her reputation... ruined in one day. No one will
ever take her seriously again. She's finished."

She looked straight at him. He couldn't help noticing how blue her eyes were.

"Mr. Vuer," she said, "I've got to stop that... djävla skithög... before he does it again. Will you help me?"

He put his hand on top of hers.

"There's nothing I'd like to do better," he growled. "And call me R.E."

Chapter 2

They walked down Strandvägen.

"Is this your first time in Stockholm?" she asked politely.

"Uh-huh," he grunted.

"Well," she said. "That's the Royal Palace over there. But you'd probably rather know where Lisbeth
Salander lives, right?"
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He ran his hands through his tangled hair and gave her a crooked smile. Herregud, he really was quite good-
looking under that dishevelled exterior! He just needed someone to look after him...

She made an effort to pull herself together. "It's up there," she said, pointing. "Nice location, don't you
think?"

He stopped suddenly.

"We're wasting time," he said. "We need to get through four murders and five annoying plot twists, visit Los
Angeles, Copenhagen and Oslo, get some back story, fall in love, and have some tasteful but explicit sex
before we stop Patterson in a bloody showdown seconds before he gets away. And we need to do it all in the
next page and a half. It's impossible. Might as well give up now."

She moved closer, and suddenly he was holding her, their bodies molding together. "I know how he
persuaded her to do it," she whispered, as she nibbled his right earlobe. "And I've already bought the plane
tickets. Still think it's impossible?"

He pulled back for a moment, then kissed her again. "Hey," he said softly. "I think I like working with you."

[The rest of this review has been suppressed in the interests of good taste and general public decency]

Afterword from the second author

When world-famous Goodreads reviewer Manny Rayner contacted me and asked if I would like to help him
write this article, I was so pleased and flattered! Oh yes, I said, without a second thought. Maybe this will
make me famous too!

- Gulla Kulla

Ljubomir says

The best thing I can say about the book is that it's a page turner and that's about it.
As far as I understand from user reviews, it's a typical James Patterson novel (I haven't read any of his other
books), so if you're a fan you're going to enjoy it.
That is not my case, however.

The novel is action packed, which accounts for the page-turning, but also for the shallow characters and
superficial story.
The basic premise is not that bad. A young couple travels around Europe, killing other couples and arranging
the murders according to motifs from famous local works of art.
But the idea is not developed, its potential is left unused and the portrait of the murdering couple is not
convincing. In fact, the actions of the killers, the police or the victims all seem implausible.
The investigation often moves forward thanks to the authors' conveniently revealing or omitting important
information.
The ending is rushed and not very credible either.

Overall, the book is just one of the many 'fast food' crime novels and I'd recommend it only if you are
looking for a quick and easy read.
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Belinda says

I haven't read a James Patterson novel before. Or rather, I haven't read a novel that James Patterson stuck his
name on before. I know as well as anybody that he doesn't write his own books and I debated even writing
his name here.

First things first: This book was a page turner. It was entertaining and fine for what it was- a throwaway,
forgettable time killer of a novel. Totally fine for that. In 5 months, I'll probably have totally forgotten this
books existence. If I were judging this book on that alone, it'd be rated higher.

I had issues with this book. Big ones.

I know it's stupid to get so worked up over a stupid little novel, but I did. Plus, these novels get read by
millions of people and pervade into society. Or mirror society. I'm not sure which option I like least.

This is what made me stop simply enjoying this book:

"You're a woman and you write about typically male subjects. That requires talent" pg. 81

EXCUSE ME? The girl is talented because her topics are "typically male"?

THIS IS WHAT FEMALES WHO TACKLE "MALE SUBJECTS" GET EVERY SINGLE FUCKING
DAY AND I'M SICK TO DEATH OF IT.

I'm sorry. Just because a topic is "male" doesn't mean it requires talent to delve into. just because a topic is
"female" doesn't mean it's brainless and spineless, requiring no talent at all.

I cop crap from people for choosing to research in a male dominated area. Females are not expected to take
an interest. I literally had a professor say to me "You know there's no pretty dresses in war?"

So, writing about military history makes me "talented" does it? And what about those who write about
dresses and women's history and domestic life? They aren't talented?

And if a man writes about "male subjects", does he need talent?

Well fuck you.

Females don't need your backhanded "compliments", thank you very much.

Other shitty things about this novel?

The author/s portray the European police as so incompetent they absolutely must have an American
policeman there to hold their hand. Of course, that American is good, and the Swedes are hopeless and not
very nice. The American gets the girl, who is repeatedly commodified by the men in the novel. Of course,
the American is damaged and wounded and has a sad history. And of course, he catches the villains in the
end with typical American crime drama violence, but that's totally okay because he's the hero.
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If I were Swedish, I would be so offended by their portrayal in this novel. I'm offended for them.

The stupid tiny chapters, which apparently are a trademark for Patterson. There is literally no point to them.
170 chapters in a short novel isn't clever, it's a waste of paper.

Contrary to the cover, this is not set in France. I barely even recall France being all too important, as the
novel was only there for a few pages.

This book is not the "scariest vacation thriller... ever."

I give this book 2 stars for being a good time killer and having a plot that was interesting and moved quickly.

The rest just made me rage.

Best Crime Books & More says

James Patterson seems to continually disappoint me these days. It's bad enough that I hated his last two
books, but this one is only marginally better. Many people are die hard Patterson fans and until quite recently
I would have also put myself in that category. Unfortunately, I am now becoming very cynical when it
comes to any book he has co-written.

This particular book I was actually looking forward to due to many reasons. The first is that he has never co-
written with author before; and secondly because Lisa Marklund is a successful author in her own right.
Once again I have been let down.

The story itself sounded pretty good from the bog standard jacket info. NYPD Detective Jacob Kanon is on a
tour of some of the most famous European cities. However, his reasons for the tour are not what you
imagine. His daughter Kimmy was brutally murdered along with her fiancé while visiting Rome. Since then
other couples have been found murdered in many other cities. There seem to be no connections except for a
postcard that is sent to a local newspaper prior to each of the murders. Jacob feels that he has to track the
killers down to find himself some peach and the only way to do that is team up with Dessie Larson, a
reporter that received a postcard in Stockholm.

The first few chapters are pretty good with non stop action from the killer and the detectives. Gruesome
crime scenes and the police scratching their head is the general theme of the story in the beginning. This
book actually had the potential to be really good.

Sadly, both Lisa Marklund and James Patterson got bored around halfway through this book and decided to
slow the pace and the storyline at the same time. The story itself was okay, but it seemed to become more
lacklustre the further into the book you got.

The main character Jacob was not the strongest character I have read, but by no means the worst either. The
relationship between Jacob and Dessie was also a bone of contention for me as it was very unbelievable and
stilted.

Besides Jacob and Dessie, the only other characters that the reader is drawn to, is that of the killers. The
killers were so mentally unbalanced it was laughable. There was nothing like the connection you feel to
characters when reading a Cross novel. This is one of the major factors that is turning me rapidly into a
Patterson turncoat.
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I still pray that when the next Cross novel is released by Mr Patterson alone that I will take back all my
words of criticism and be a number one fan again. I think that overall Patterson fans want just that, Patterson
and Patterson alone. Leave the co-writing alone for a while!

Mitch says

James Patterson can always be counted on for a fun and exciting thriller and mystery. He and Swedish author
Liza Marklund don't dissapoint with this one. It may not be as polished and memorable as some of his
Women's Murder Club or Alex Cross books, but it still held it's own.

The following may or may not contain spoilers.

NYPD detective Jacob Kanon is all over Europe, trying to stop a duo of killers who murder young
vacationing couples. They send postcards to journalists before the kill, and then send them pictures of the
victims after the kill; their bodies arranged like famous paintings. This case is personal for Jacob after his
daughter, Kimmy, becomes one of the victims. When beautiful and sassy Swedish reporter Dessie Larson is
the next to receive a postcard, Jacob teams up with her to try and stop the killers before more innocent
victims start to pile up.

Some nice and unexpected twists and a nice guessing game of a wild ride. I did think Jacob and Dessie's
romance was a little forced and un-needed, but so many people can't read or write a book these days unless
there is some kind of love story involved. In this case it was unneccesary in my opinion. But other than that,
I enjoyed this book a great deal!

Suzanne says

3.5*

Not bad at all. I enjoyed the story and characters. I love standalones but some of these characters would have
been interesting to read about in series format for sure. The international hunt of these killers is pretty
engrossing and the story does move at a good pace. My only issue was the quick succession of the romance
aspect of the two main characters. This story is twisted in a nature but that just adds to the story. It only takes
four or five hours to read it (I read the mass market paperback edition so those seem to go by quicker).

My quick and simple overall: entertaining and quick with enjoyable characters.

Jennifer says

I am a Patterson junkie. I admit it. I'm not ashamed of it. Yes, he spits out novels like an assembly line, but I
eagerly anticipate each and every book that he produces. Although I enjoyed The Postcard Killers, it wasn't
one of my favorite Patterson books. I didn't feel any real connection to the characters in the story. I didn't
really care what happened to them. I felt that the romance between the the male and female protagonist was
forced and unnatural. Their relationship actually made me uncomfortable. One minute they are discussing
horrific murders and the next they are in bed together? After just meeting? I just can't buy into that.
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The overall story was interesting, but didn't really hold my attention that well. It takes place mainly in
Sweden, which I found to be a unique location and not one that I've seen in other Patterson books. I really
enjoyed this change in locale from other Patterson novels. I do not know anything about the geography of
Sweden, so I would be curious to know how accurate the descriptions were in this book.

The story is about a couple who travel around Europe committing murders and posing their victims to
resemble famous paintings. A bit of a strange plot, but interesting, nonetheless. I know practically zero about
art and art history so the descriptions of painters and paintings had me glazed over at times. Although I can
appreciate art, it is not something that I have a strong interest in, so this book wasn't exciting for me as some
of Patterson's previous works.

This is a quick read with Patterson's trademark 2-3 page chapters and easily read in a day or so. It's an
interesting story, but not one of my favorites by Patterson - just a middle-of-the-road story for me.

Jennifer
http://www.crazy-for-books.com

Noemie says

This was a solid book by James Patterson! It followed his typical mystery/suspense formula & was
satisfying. I liked the aspect of art throughout the book, and that you knew from the get go who the killers
were. It still had some good twists though!

Cindy says

This standalone thriller was good. I know that he does not appeal to some, but I like the short chapters and
staccato style of Patterson. This one has a few twists and turns in store for the reader as it follows a
heartbroken father intent on bringing his daughter's killers to justice. Jacob is on the trail of a pair of serial
killers who target other couples. It's mindless entertainment and just the kind of escape reading that I wanted.

Lezlie says

I've read Patterson before but this one was addictive, a real page turner. First of all I'm a sucker for anything
with a reference to Paris on the cover (the Eiffel Tower in this case - paperback version). When I picked it up
and read the endorsement on the back from the BookReporter.com "A fun read . . . puzzles, and more exotic
places than you will probably ever visit in person." - I was totally hooked being a huge fan of the travel
writing genre. Although it started off graphically with more gruesome detail than I normally like, it pulled
me in immediately. Obviously, Patterson is a master novelist - chapters are minuscule, so readers are always
thinking they can read "just" one more, which usually turns into five or so. The characters were quirky,
unusual, and just outrageous - even the good guys. Since I haven't read a lot of Patterson, I'm not sure what
part of the writing was Liza Marklund, the best-selling European author who collaborated with him on this,
but it is an excellent escape into another world - not literally, no science fiction or fantasy here - thank you
very much. And although the Eiffel Tower on the cover was obviously a marketing hook (it worked for me)
and most of the action occurred in Stockholm, I was not at all disappointed. In fact, now I want to go to
Stockholm.
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Darcia Helle says

I couldn't connect to the characters. They were poorly developed and I just didn't care what happened to
them. There was a lot of telling me about emotions and actions but not a lot of showing me and letting me
feel it. I found it dragged out in the sense that I could skim 5 or 6 pages, then read a few paragraphs, and not
miss much of anything. Yet, at the same time, the interesting scenes were too quick and I was left wanting
more details.

I used to be a huge Patterson fan. Over the past few years, I've been disappointed and have stopped reading
his work. This is only the second "co-authored" book I've read and I doubt I'll read another. It wasn't terrible
but simply wasn't worth my time.

** I received this e-book as a review copy from Little, Brown and
Company, through http://NetGalley.com. **

Marian Deegan says

There is not a single shiver in this story, and despite a pocketful of lurid details, the writing was deadly dull.
I expect my guilty pleasures to offer entertainment, if nothing else, but there was nary a suspenseful or lively
moment in this narrative. If I were you, I wouldn't touch this one.

Phrynne says

Another typical James Patterson - just suspend belief and settle down for the ride. And what a ride this one
was!
I thoroughly enjoyed this story of a completely insane set of twins murdering their way around the world.
When they end up in Stockholm the Swedish police turn out to be totally ineffective, but our heroes, Jacob a
NYPD detective and Dessie a newspaper reporter save the day (suspend belief remember!)
It was great fun, action packed and a totally satisfactory read. Patterson is definitely my go to author when I
just want to be entertained:)

Jodi says

Quick, easy read. Certainly, not a book that will "improve" my mind but just like trying to eat healthy, every
once in awhile I need a cookie or a piece of chocolate to relax and feel happy. I feel the same way about
Patterson - he is my "mind candy." I cannot fathom where he comes up with his creepy ideas but it is fun to
escape once in awhile. The Postcard Killers kept me guessing until the end because I couldn't figure out how
they could be in so many places at once. Hopefully, an "end" was put to these horrible artists!! I have been to
Sweden, Finland, Denmark, and St. Petersburg, Russia so it was so fun to read about these places in my mind
because I have actually been there - pretty cool, I think! I loved picturing the pedestrian street in Old Town
in Stockholm, and "The Little Mermaid Statue" in Copenhagen! Such great memories. I also took the cruise
line "Silja" from Sweden to Finland and saw all the archipeligo. I was also there during the "Midnight Sun"
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and could totally relate to Jacob's inability to sleep!

Pamela says

Up until this point, I had read two and a half books by Patterson (in his adult range). The half book so
disgusted me that I gave up. All three of them were Alex Cross books, and I think that was a major reason
why I didn't really like his books--his writing of an African-American detective was so very bizarre that it
made me uncomfortable. Plus, I believe that Patterson clearly wins the "Author of the Creepiest, Most
Disturbing, and Downright Disgusting Sexytimes" award. Like, ever. I would not want to psychoanalyze this
guy.

I really couldn't explain (coherently, at least) why I decided to give this one a try. Perhaps it's that I've read
quite a lot of late 18th century fiction lately. Perhaps I felt like giving the guy another chance. Perhaps I was
intrigued by the partnership with Marklund, who writes Swedish thrillers (according to the back cover).
Perhaps I laughed so hard at the silly label on the front "The Scariest Vacation Thriller Ever!" that I had to
see what happened, exactly.

Actually, it isn't half bad (I give most of the credit to Marklund, who seems to have tempered Patterson's
peculiar brand of crazy). We were only subjected to two gross-out sexytimes, and those weren't half as bad
as the ones in the previous books. The storyline is interesting, too. Two killers (titular) stalk and then brutally
murder newlyweds by slashing their throats, leaving a trail of grisly, posed crime scenes across Europe.
Jacob Kanon, NYPD, whose daughter was among the victims, also stalks them across Europe, not bathing
and generally behaving like a massive jerk and stereotypical American abroad. *Shudder* Inexplicably, he
interests the latest recipient of the killers' postcards, a Swedish journalist named Dessie. From this point on
it's pretty much a "two very different people must band together to save innocent lives from the depraved
villain" story, with a gross sexytime thrown in there. Ew. The dénouement was very ... strange, rather hastily
cobbled together. Because things are going on in Sweden, yes, there is an Ikea involved. *thumbs up*

I guess the only reason I gave this two stars instead of one was the Swedish settings ... which is a totally
bizarre reason, I know. But the names and places reminded me of my beloved Stieg Larsson. Except here we
have no butt-kicking female, nor an interesting male lead. Our male lead, Jacob, is mostly memorable for the
fact the he seems to abhor bathing (?!?!?!!). An amusing read, in a way. I'll probably seek out more of
Marklund's stuff.

jv poore says

Postcard Killers, by James Patterson & Liza Marklund, follows an unusual crime spree. Young couples are
being murdered, their bodies posed in unique, yet familiar and haunting poses. Although the crimes are
happening all over Europe, a NYPD detective is the person hot on the trail, for very personal reasons. A
reluctant reporter becomes involved in the hunt for the killers. She and the dectective form an unlikely, yet
productive team. Her expertise on petty crime, combined with her knowledge of art and his dogged
determinedness uncovers the reasons for the crimes, and eventually, the criminals.

Reading this will be a thrill for any mystery fan. The story-line moved quickly, the murderers and their
crimes were chilling; however, none of the characters were remarkable. Relationships seemed obligatory and
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the ending felt rushed. As more and more information is discovered about the criminals, there are several
questions raised as to when these priveledged kids became killers, why the chose this path and who the
instigator was. These questions were never answered, but it did not appear as if they were meant to linger,
thus setting up anticipation for a sequel, rather, they just seem forgotten.

For a solid plot with intricate twists and turns, I really liked this book. The lack of depth in all of characters
and the rushed ending were somewhat dissapointing.

Vasavi says

I usually don’t get into the actual content of the book in my reviews, I just express my views on the book..
but am not able to stop myself here.
This novel has degraded the meaning of art as much as possible and the dignity of brother and sister
relationship was brought down.
Felt that some unfitting content was introduced at unfitting situations, just to make the novel a commercial
success.
There were some unanswered questions in the book..
If the killers are trying to just create an imitation of the famous art, why cant they create art with living
people and take snaps?
Why were the police so dumb not even to work on very obvious clues?
There was no reason given on how a kid can kill her parents in the name of art, the author did not bother to
mention what mental condition of her made her do this.
The author just created a suspense that the sales girl was hiding something and then she went missing, but
did not bother to reveal the suspense later.
Why were the lead characters discussing leisurely about the heroine's childhood and the hero's ex-wife in
climax when the hero was supposed to be restlessly waiting for his daughter's killers to arrive? This has
diluted the climax.
When the killer considered killing as art, then why did she protest when the hero was coming to kill her at
the end?
I do understand that this is just a fiction, but there is a limit to anything.. felt that the author just projected
some brutal acts without any basic logic and it failed to make any sense to me.
Some phrases like the glittering eyes, grinding teeth and banging fists were repeated tooooo many times.
I got irritated that apart from the ridiculously small chapters of the book, the epilogue also had chapters!

Marilisa says

Libro letto in un giorno, in poche parole divorato.
Questa per me era la prima volta che mi avventuravo nel mondo letterario di James Partterson. A dire la
verità ero timorosa di questa lettura perché avevo paura di trovarmi difronte a un thriller "pesante" in cui le
scene dei omicidi erano troppo macabre oppure di combattere con un linguaggio troppo poliziesco, invece
tutto questo è stato sostituito da un romanzo leggibile.
Un thriller "leggero" e coinvolgente fino all'ultimo respiro.
L'unica cosa che proprio non mi è piaciuta:è la velocità dimostrata nel spiegare il movente che ha spinto i
serial killer a lasciare dietro di loro queste innumerevoli morte, mi sarebbe piaciuto entrare di più nella mente
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degli assassini.


