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A desperate desire...

Autumn Milski had to see Saul Cresswell just one more time before she could reconcile herself to the fact
that the man she loved hated her....

It was a reckless decision. Despite her assumed name, there was always a danger that Saul would recognize
the girl she'd once been. A girl he blamed for the accident that had robbed him of his sight -- and whom he
would clearly never forget or forgive!
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Fiona Marsden says

When Autumn takes the chance of seeing Saul Cresswell one more time she hopes he wont recognise her.
Because it's her fault he had the accident that left him blind and ended his career as an artist. Somehow she
finds herself working for him as his secretary on a new book he's writing. A book about revenge. Somehow
it all starts to come too close to home. How these two former friends who were torn apart by the tragedy of
one night of mistakes could overcome their history of anger and bitterness and tremendous guilt makes for an
intrigueing tale. Saul is gorgeous and Autumn is feisty when not overcome by repentance at her mistake. I
like a bit of angst and a dark hero so enjoyed this very much.
Saul is the type for a faithful hero.

Sandra IsAMoodyCowWhenSheCan'tRead says

Well, the first half was definitely a 4star read. Good angst, bitter hero with a disability, sweetheart heroine,
great writing, nice build-up of suspense and amazing chemistry between the leads, I just couldn't drag myself
away from it.

Then it felt like the writer brainstormed with a group of ditzy 15-year-old boys on what could constitute a
good reason for a grown man to blame an 18-year-old girl for him losing his eyesight in a car crash and the
author went with the popular vote. Then perhaps she realised it wasn't quite a good idea, regretted it, got
drunk and asked the 15-year-old with the best grade in English to write the rest of the book for her.

So it catapulted down to 2 stars for me. But I’m a minority here. Many others liked this book so do check out
other reviews. The rest of this is mostly spoilers for the second half on why I disliked it.

(view spoiler)
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Tatiana Stefan says

Holy Mother of God the H was a mean son of a bitch. I couldn't even read it and I kept skimming and
skimming hoping to see goodness in the H and finally I skipped to the end and even the explanations were
extremely stupid. I felt really sorry for the H - she really was used and abused!! I was going to give it 1 star
but changed it to a 2 because the story had me guessing and it was a little unpredictable (when I was reading
it intently that is until I couldn't take meanness of the H anymore and had to skim)

Corandra says

"Los besos robados"

Amara says

Oh so deliciously angsty. I loved it. I had one complaint though, I wish he'd been meaner, lol. Jeez I'm
messed up. I just love a good revenge story. However, the set up for revenge was a bit unbelievable.

Lady Raven RAVE! says

THIS WASSSS GOOD

at first i thought ok don't think i wanna read about a blind man doesn't really sound interesting...But i was
glad i did read it was something a little just a little different for me

DON'T WANNA SPOIL IT by telling you about it so just get the book and read it ....
won't disappoint you

Nikki says

Everything bad and I mean everything that happens in this book is the hero’s fault! Literally every damn
thing that goes wrong is a problem that he caused. Period. The heroine did everything right. Loved the hero,
finally got the hero, got rejected by the hero, heard the hero and the other woman mock her, got justified
justice on those two buttheads(you go girl). After everything she tried to see he hero, even apologize to the
other woman and attempted to make amends and get them back together! So the hero can take his best seller
about her ruining his life and his sequel about his revenge and shove it! Seriously, what is he punishing her
for? His wanting his necklace between her boobs or the heroine calling out, years ago, that the other woman
didn’t love you cause she didn’t? F you, spoiled dumbass. “The other woman tricked us? I’m so shocked!”
Are you really, you toad? I’m glad the dog went away since ‘bitch’ was the one word that described her! Not
cool. Heroine shouldn’t love the hero at the end of the story, just saying. While she did everything right he
did everything wrong. She can finally move on from this soulsucker.
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Calannie says

Wow, what an angst fest. lol... Good book.

Vintage says

After reading Katie V review, I had to hunt this bad boy down and read it. Happily, I was not disappointed. It
was as angsty as I had been promised.

I'll forgo the plot redux, and just mention one thing I was surprised to feel as I read this. No surprise that the
hero is out for revenge, but Lee Wilkinson created some incredibly spooky tension. Of course, I was reading
the damn book way too late with one eye on the clock and one eye on the angsty antics, but darn if I didn't
actually wonder what the hero was going to do. In a romance and a Harlequin at that where plot points are as
obvious as sign posts, that is saying something.

StMargarets says

I’ve been looking for a train wreck and I finally found one that satisfies. The title, first of all, is perfect. Our
hero is blind and he is obsessed with getting revenge on the heroine. Four years before, when heroine was
besotted with the H, she made her moves to seduce him on her 18th birthday. The OW shows up early and
the heroine overhears her berate the hero and disparage her. So she takes off her clothes and gets into the
hero’s bed. The OW storms off. The hero is angry. The heroine is convinced that if hero just has sex with her
that he will realize the OW is all wrong for him.

The hero takes her virginity and then jumps in his car to go after the OW. A drunk driver hits him and he
looses his vision. He tells the h he blames her and never wants to see her again. The h haunts the hospital for
three days, but they won’t let her see him. The OW tells her they are getting married, so the h moves to the
States with her musician parents.

Now, four years later the heroine has lost her parents, her job, and her apartment in NY. She sees an ad for a
secretary for the hero and can’t resist seeing him one last time. She feels guilty about the accident and
accepts that the hero is justified in hating her.

Can you guess how this is going to go?

Of course you can. The blind hero offers her a job. They drive to a remote house in the Yorkshire moors.
(They mention Heathcliff and Cathy and their soul-bonding). After a few days of cat and mouse – the hero
reveals his revenge by orgasm plan as well as the fact that he is no longer blind.

After a few days of orgasm revenge, the hero offers marriage because he wants to tie her to him forever (for
– er- revenge – yes, that’s it). There is a last minute OW moment when she realizes the hero can see again
and she’s in between divorces and wants him back. Finally, the H hears the lies the OW told both of them
when he was in the hospital. They declare their love and the world is safe from these two wrecking havoc
because their soul bonded super powers are now in an endless feedback loop.
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Romance_reader says

This is one of the crazier revenge-story harlequins I've read in recent times with some mad plotting and
manoeuvring on the H's side to bring the h to heel. but what really bugged me, was how weak the h
(Autumn) was. Granted she was pretty desperately in love with the hero (Saul); most times, she behaved like
a carpet who was only too happy to be trod on. Saul on the other hand, is supposed to be an author, but does
little else than lust after Autumn and seduce her into paying her 'debts' to him.

But what's really baffling is how Autumn could have ever thought he was blind when everything he did
pointed to the fact that he could see pretty well.

What finally redeemed this for me though, was the chemistry between the characters. There was some real
angst here; even though, it wasn't all justified and the h and H did have an intense attraction to one another
which made for a steamy read. Also, the story - as outlandish as it is- was kind of interesting. So three stars!

RomLibrary says

She seduces him and causes his break up with gf when she walks in on them He is blinded because of her
actions. He rapes her. Years later she is chosen to work for him and she thinks he won’t know it is her but he
does because but he is no longer blind but doesn’t tell her A desperate desire...
Autumn Milski had to see Saul Cresswell just one more time before she could reconcile herself to the fact
that the man she loved hated her....It was a reckless decision. Despite her assumed name, there was always a
danger that Saul would recognize the girl she'd once been. A girl he blamed for the accident that had robbed
him of his sight -- and whom he would clearly never forget or forgive

KatieV says

There is a fifth dimension beyond that which is known to woman. It is a dimension half occupied by private
Greek islands and as timeless as infinity. It is the place where no rich, handsome man is responsible for his
own behavior, where there's no limit to a woman's martyrdom, and it lies between the pit of
misunderstanding and the summit of the traitorous body. This is the dimension of pure insanity. It is an area
which we call "HPLandia".

--Sincere apologies to Rod Serling

Lol. This was cray-cray. Old school shenanigans all around.

4 years earlier when the heroine was 18 and the hero heading toward 30, there is a "bit of bother" on her
birthday.

She and the hero are family friends who've known one another for years. They are drinking champagne to
celebrate her bday and he gives her an expensive opal necklace. Autumn is buzzed and thinks that
the gift is a sign that she should express her undying love for Saul, so she strips down buck nekkid and gives
him the come on.
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Oops, in walks the hero's girlfriend (who the H intended to propose to that night).

GF walks out and Saul is seriously pissed at Autumn. She tries to convince him that she is the one who really
loves him (the OW is a shallow shrew) and offers her body again. In a fit of anger, Saul takes her up on the
offer but deliberately does not make it a pleasant first time.

He then buttons his britches and proceeds to speed off after the gf.

Poor guy wrecks his car AND goes blind from it. Obviously this is ALL Autumn's fault. Nearly 30 year old
men have no responsibility to act like adults and I dunno.... NOT DRIVE when tempted by teenagers and
after guzzling champagne. And we won't mention deliberately giving a young virgin a nasty first experience
out of spite.

Anyway... moving along. Autumn, feeling dejected and guilty (she fully buys into the same ideas of personal
responsibility as Saul) goes off to America to start a new life.

Four years later her parents die in a car wreck and she comes back to England, mostly to see Saul. She hopes
to get a job for him as his secretary just so she can see/be near him. She's using a false name and hoping he
won't recognize her voice and since he's blind he won't be able to recognize her by sight.

Surprise! It's all a setup.

Now Saul will have his vengeance and that evil temptress Autumn will pay... on her back. Mwa ha ha!!

Not going to spoil any of the twists and turns. Just know it's crazy and that Autumn is one of HPLandia's
leading contenders for most martyred heroine.

Aou says

He laughed harshly. 'It's high time you learnt the difference between
love and lust. What we did had nothing to do with love. That was sex,
pure and simple... and I only wish to God it had never happened.'

After his so-called love and to-be-fiancee left him because of heroine's deceit, he had bedded with h brutally
and then talked like that! And supposedly love heroine as a sister? JERK!

He was vengeful and she was martyr, both were dumbs but I admired the silly h when she said :
'When you say things like that it makes you sound little better than a whore.'
Coldly, she said, 'But that's all I am. That's what you've made me. Except that I'm using my body not
to earn money but to pay off a debt.'

It was a good and angsty HP and I've read without a break.

P.S. I' ve read the book while listenning the music the h played.
https://youtu.be/pBx-tr1FDvY
https://youtu.be/_Od7gx3Dc-U
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Aayesha Khatri says

Added 1 star because of the wonderful ending, and the heart wrenching angst that came before it.

This really felt so much like an old-school Harley, it's hard to believe that it's a modern one!
I just went and checked - it was originally published in 1995, and this current edition is a reprint. No wonder!
It seemed so dated and oh-so-poignant and angsty and beautiful :')

This story packed one hell of a heart-wrenching, gut-ripping punch. The way the heroine thought she was to
blame, that she deserved all the horrid treatment, broke my heart!

This story is about neighbours, in flashbacks we come to know that H is 9 years older than h, and h has been
in love with H since she was a kid. When she turns 18, he takes her out, and when she confronts him about
his current gf and how she's not right for him, and gf walks in on them and thinks there's something going on
between them, and breaks up with H and leaves, H rapes h. Then he gets angry, storms off, crashes his car in
an accident that leaves him blind. h goes to visit him in the hospital, but he refuses to see her, sending a
message through the nurse for her to leave, and that if he sees her again, dot dot dot.

Story starts 4 years later, with h coming back to England after her parents' death, and she tries to see the hero
again, because she is still in love with him, pretending to be a secretary applying for a job, and changing her
name.

Hero knows it is her, and is bent on revenge because - well, I don't want to spoil anything, but because he
believes she deserves it, for being the fault of him being blind.

And that is how it goes. I could not get into the story in the beginning, for some reason I didn't like it ('some
reason' probably being that h was engaged to someone else back in America, until he broke up with her). But
I can't deny, the last third of the book was amazing. I loved it so much! Thank you Preeti for rec'ing it to me

♥


