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"Thisbook is a place to start creating the classroom of your dreams from the very first minute of school, a
classroomthat is research based, child centered, and in step with the world today."

- ChristineHertz and Kristine Mraz

The classroom of your dreams starts with one big idea. From the first days of schoal to the last, Kids First
from Day One shares teaching that puts your deepest teaching belief into action: that children are the most
important people in the room.

Christine Hertz and Kristi Mraz show how to take that single, heartfelt value and create a cohesive, highly
effective approach to teaching that addresses today's connected, collaborative world. With infectious
enthusiasm, hard-won experience, and a generous dose of humor, Kids First from Day One shows exactly
how Christine and Kristi build and maintain a positive, cooperative, responsive classroom where students
engage deeply with their learning and one another.

Kids First from Day One strengthens and degpens the connections between your love of working with kids,
your desire to impact their lives, and your teaching practice. It shares:

plans for designing beautiful classroom spaces that burst with the fun of learning positive language and
classroom routines that reduce disruptive behavior-without rewards and consequences suggestions for
matching students' needs to high-impact teaching structures a treasury of the Christine and Kristi's favorite
"teacher stuff" such as quick guides for challenging behavior, small-group planning grids, and parent letters
links to videos that model the moves of Christine's and Kristi's own teaching. Just starting out and want to
know what really works in classrooms? Curious about how to make your room hum with learning? Or
always on the lookout for amazing teaching ideas? Read Kids First from Day One. You'll discover that the
classroom of your dreamsiswell within your reach.
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Amy says

I like quite afew of the ideasin here, especially the emotional environment chapter. | wish the whole
boom had more of that. The first chapter didn't grab me.

Sheila says

What a great read!

Karina says

Fine book for a new teacher. Great advice on everything from schedules, to relationships, to mindset, to
parent communication. Enjoyed the videos of real classrooms.

Mary Beth says

A great tool for teachers getting ready to go back to school. | love the extra large margins for the reader to
write their own notes!

Fran says

Christine and Kristi have created a book that would be perfect for a student teacher, afirst year teacher, or a
veteran teacher. Any teacher can use this text to determine if they "know" what student-centered classrooms
look and sound like, to match up whether they "think" their practices are student-centered or whether their
classroomsreally ARE student centered. Four sections to the book: the heart of teaching, social environment,
behavioral environment, and the curriculum. This book includes the latest research in manageable bits with
space to stop and reflect on your teaching practices. Thisisa"MUST READ" book for al teachers! :-)

Tammy McMorrow says

Inal of my 24 years of teaching, | don't know that I've ever read a book more essentia to the core of what
teachers do on adaily basis. Mraz and Hertz so beautifully and repeatedly bring their readers back to what
really mattersin the classroom - the students. This book should be in the hands of every elementary teacher.
Period.
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Amy Sippert says

The video clips included through QR codes are excellent.

M elissa Jones says

A book for ALL educators regardless of grade or content area. | will gift this book to anyone | know entering
teaching for the first time.

Heather says

At first | didn't like how touchy-feely the authors were. The first couple of chapters really annoyed me. There
are errors in the book and references to pop culture that got under my skin.

Asthe book progressed, | started to enjoy it more, but I've read better. After 21 years of teaching, there
wasn't much this book taught me, but | can see the benefit for teachers entering the profession or who need
help with the concepts presented.

| liked the interviews the best. They cover agreat range of topics, and you hear from the experts themselves
and things that you can do in your classroom to better meet children's needs in an inclusive environment.

| aso liked the colored portions of the book that broke concepts down into small pieces such as when to use
agroup style, what it would look like, and resources to help.

The appendix has letters that are just too wordy! | work inaTitle 1 school. Parents aren't going to read those
wordy letters. Get real! Short and to the point is the way to go.

There are QR codes so that you can watch the authorsin action. | have not used them yet, but I'm curious and
plan to.

All in all, this book turned out to be ok. | think the authors should rewrite the beginning so that it isn't
cheesy. Their attempts at humor fall flat. At timesthe text is so wordy that | just totally spaced out. (Did |
just date myself using that phrase? YES!)

Heather S says

I like this book, but its audience is elementary. | wish it would have been advertised better so | would know.

Denise Shaver says

Thiswas awonderful read that validated my teaching philosophy. | read it for a book study in my district and
it was so relatable that | enjoyed it. It wasn't bogged down in theory, it wasn't dry and dull. It was engaging
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to read. This book is about creating a child centered classroom that allows children to learn and explore.
Some of the great features of this book were the color pictures, the QR codes to video clips showing teachers
in action and the space in the margins to take notes as you read. | had notes about things | would like to try
next year (hello, flexible seating) and highlights of things | agreed with. Thiswas an inspiring read that has
me excited for the new school year - after summer, of course!

Andrea says

| four to his book easy to read and interesting. It was alittle basic for me but it did give me afew good ideas
and | enjoyed the interviews with other educators. | also liked that the authors recommended other books to
read if you wanted more information about a certain topic. A good refresher for back to school. Would be
great for new teachers.

Lorie Barber says

Coming off NerdCampMI into this book, with interviews with Sara K. Ahmed, Chad Everett, and Jess
Lifshitz was like throwing gas on my socia justice educator fire. Excited to share the learning with my
colleagues next week!

MaryAnna says

This book reminded me of the joy that should come everyday with teaching - it inspired me and helped me
refocus on what is most important ... the kids [ ? highly recommended!

Dr. Raye of Sunshine says

| am definitely not a newbie teacher but | found alot of affirmation in this book. So much of my current
teaching philosophy appeared in this text and it made my heart happy. Thisis definitely abook | will be
passing on to future student teachers and interns so they can begin their first year on the best foot possible. A
worthy read of anyone who spends time with children.
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