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>Before Cinderella met her fairy godmother or dropped her glass slipper, she was a young girl, and this is
her story. Ella, or Cinderella, as her parents fondly call her, is getting ready for a puppet-show contest when
she meets an unexpected friend, Val. Val doesn't have much, but she teaches Ella how to sew. In return, Ella
shares her sewing materials with Val. On the big day, the girls both put on great shows. But who will win the
grand prize? Children ages 6 to 9 who are independent readers will love this new Disney Princess chapter-
book series with full-color illustrations!
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Sarah - All The Book Blog Names Are Taken says

Another lovely Disney Beginnings. I like the series because not only are they familiar characters, but my pre
schooler loves seeing her fave princesses when they were closer to her age.

Julia says

This was another book that I came to its reading with a bit of few since of the fact that the other one that I
had read was a decent book but nothing I would write home about. In a sense the one that was about Beauty
was a letdown that hurt since she is one of the more important characters that I have come to embrace while I
would have thought more about her and Ella who was one of the most bland Disney characters whom I still
cannot get into is the one with the better story as a child.

One of the main differences I think that I can find for this is the fact that her mother was included in the book
while she was made to be one of those amazing mothers that I would have loved to have been a child of but
wasn't blessed in this lifetime with. Full of magical beliefs, love, gentleness, compassion and a touch of inner
beauty she is the perfect model for Ella to have followed in her late years when we are introduced to her as a
Disney character. And at the same time her father is nothing to sneeze at since he seems to hold some of the
same qualities with an eye to wisdom.

Fun trivia: The reader is given many sights of Ella's mother who seems to be rather really youngish looking
and somewhat out of proportion to the child while Ella's father is given no appearance at all thus when you
think about the only appearance that he has in the film he has been largely undercut by both the book and the
film.

Another fun thought was that the author must have been a Cinderella story fan or so I would say since of the
fact that the willow is mentioned more in this book, which for those who aren't in the know one of the
original Cinderella elements is the willow was the basis for the magical events in the original (do your own
research to find out why). Loved that while am wondering if there may be a tie or a salute to Fern Gully due
to Val looks just like Crysta.

Anyway what I didn't truly like about this book is that Cinderella was used in the book and the name was
offered to her not as the cruel moniker but as a beloved nickname that would somehow would later be
commandeered by the steps. Although that makes it more interesting along with the appearance of the King
who did a great magical clean-up it just made things awkward.

All in all it it a decent read for those who may be interested in getting to know some of the princesses from a
younger age and don't want to make-up their own stories to do so....

Reatta says

This was a great story to read with my 7 year old daughter.
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Tegan says

Really cute story about Cinderella as a child. I really liked that we got to meet her wonderful mother. The
illustrations were cute and I enjoyed the message it gave. Fun beginning chapter book for young readers.

Sara Houser says

Absolutely such a darling story.

Bree says

Summary: Young Cinderella is getting ready for a puppet show contest. This story takes place before
Cinderella meets her fairy godmother or her prince. She is a young girl and her parents call her Ella. She
meets a new friend, Val. Val teaches Ella how to sew and Ella shares her materials with her. When the
puppet show finally comes the girls both put on amazing shows since they worked together. But which girl
will win the puppet show contest?

Questions:
1. Ellas parents taught her not to judge people before she knows them, do you believe this is a good value to
have?
2. Who wins the grand prize?
3. Why do you think Ella and Val became such great friends?
4. Ella and Val learned to share what they have, do you share with your friends? Why?
5. Which story of Cinderella is your favorite? Why?

Citation:
Roehl, T. (2017). Cinderella Takes the Stage. RH Disney.

Renee says

Good story of Cinderella when she was young and her parents teaching her to not judge people until she
learns more about them. Great for kids starting chapter books.

Nicole Warner says

I am a sucker for anything Disney Princesses! Even if it is a children's book! This was such a cute story! I
loved the illustrations and the adorable story of young Ella! :)
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N.A. Wolf says

This is a very cute story my daughter loved it she wouldn't let me put it down.

Kat Wells says

Thought this was a cute, shows Cinderella when she was young. loved how they made her, her own little
story. Cannot wait to read the next in the series!!

Melissa Giraldo says

This is a super cute book for beginning chapter book readers. It tells a story about a young Cinderella and her
family. In this story, Ella is trying to make puppets for a competition and runs into a "thief". It is a story
about friendship and the magic it can bring into our lives.

Gwen Maddela-potter says

It's a cute story. Another young Disney princess story. This time about Cinderella. I did like Belle's story
more.

Katie Merkel says

The story is cute and is a nice set up for the Disney movie.


