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Tam says

Ummm. Did I mention that "check if it's book 2 in the series thing?" Oops. Again.

Still, I was able to read this fine without having read book 1. Lesto, the head of the king's security, ends up
getting kidnapped and rescued by the pirate who had sex with several months ago and figured he'd never see
again. Once they realize that they are in a bit of trouble, they set off to tell the king what is going on, a
several days journey. Along the way the sexual tension sizzles, but both figure the other is not interested or
interested for the wrong reasons. They are set upon by baddies and Lesto is badly injured (I think he was
poisoned) and Shamal the former pirate has to help save him.

There is lots of political intrigue with the different kingdoms, but I just loved Lesto and Shamal and their
banter and they were just perfect for each other. I stayed up way to late on a work night reading this. Haven't
done that in a LONG time. Ran right out and bought book 1. Highly recommend.

Renée says

"I can't figure you out."
Shemal looked up with a scowl. "What's to figure out?"
"Oh, I don't know," Lesto snapped. "You fucked me like there was nothing else you'd rather
do then left with all the speed of a serious regret. I arranged a comfortable pardon term for
you at Fathoms Deep only to return to find you had vanished without a word. One minute
you look at me like you want to kiss me, and the next minute you look like you'd rather slit
my throat. Which one is it?"

This passage sums up the storyline better than I could possibly do it. Lesto is the lovable High Commander
that we met in Book 1. He's snarky, he's quick to succumb to his flashy temper, and he is tired of getting all
the way to his 40s without someone to love him like his best friend, the High King, has recently found. And
the one person he can't forget from eighteen months ago continues to haunt him.

Lesto....

But Shemal never forgot Lesto either. Eighteen months ago, he had a one-time encounter with the beautiful
High Commander. The former pirate has actually spent all those months bettering himself so that he could
be worthy of Lesto when he sees him again.

Shemal...

This book was so romantic, and actually quite steamier than Book 1. I adore Derr's writing, and she wove
this story very nicely. I got completely caught up with Lesto and Shemal.
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Lesto is ready to retire, but he is drugged and kidnapped after being mistaken for someone else. Shemal, the
ocean-eyed man he's never forgotten, inadvertently thwarts the kidnapping, and the two see each other again
for the first time in many months.

The plot of murder and suspense within the Kingdom never overshadows the romance and friendships that
I've grown to love with this group.

Lesto wants to retire from his post as High Commander and start his life. Shemal wants to be worthy of
Lesto, but he's a former pirate without a coin to his name. How can this possibly work?

This tale is entertaining and really fun. I enjoyed Book 1 a smidge better, but this was definitely worth
reading!

After almost four decades of never holding still, he'd managed to stumble across someone
who made him forget how to move.

ARC provided by the publisher through NetGalley for an honest review.

Kristen Burns says

3.5 Stars

Review:
*I received an ecopy of this book from the publisher. This has not influenced my review.*

Just like the first book, this one was so much fun and gave me such happy feelings. Seriously, the characters
were just so likeable and funny, and I loved the friendly and familial relationships just as much as the
romantic ones.

The biggest difference between this and the first book though (other than the main characters) was that this
was not a slow-burn romance at all. Lesto and Shemal already had feelings for each other when the book
started, and they sorted out the worst of their miscommunication within the first 20%. The rest of the book
was mostly everyone teasing the crap out of Lesto—the great High Commander who hadn’t had a lover in a
long time—for being smitten and some plot stuff causing problems from outside the relationship. There was
some angst from Shemal, worry that Lesto wouldn’t want him, and it got to be a little drawn out when it was
still going on in the final third of the book, but I enjoyed the story enough that I didn’t really mind. I felt bad
for Shemal that he would still feel that way. I suppose feelings don’t always make sense and, if someone has
been hurt or put down or made to feel a certain way in the past, it can be hard to overcome that even if a
situation seems so obvious to outsiders.

And oh! This is maybe a very mild spoiler for the first book if you haven’t read it, but I liked that the main
character was missing an eye. Not that I want characters to be injured, but you know what I mean. I
would’ve liked to see a little more about it, like maybe even just something about how fighting is more
difficult or different since his depth perception would be different now, but it wasn’t magically cured, and he
wasn’t treated as anything less than whole because of it, so I’ll call this a win for disability rep.

One more thing I liked and have noticed in both books so far is that not only is the society completely
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accepting of same-sex relationship as being a run-of-the-mill thing, the gender stereotypes are also less rigid.
For example, the men wear a lot of the type of the jewelry that would be considered feminine in modern,
Western society.

So overall, I think this one wasn’t quite as good as the first book for me since it was a little more
romantically mushy and didn’t seem like that much actually happened, but I still really liked the characters
and enjoyed the book!

Recommended For:
Fans of Book 1 in Megan Derr's Tales of the High Court series. Anyone who likes M/M high fantasy,
lovable characters, humor, and sweet books that make you smile.

Original Review @ Metaphors and Moonlight

♥ Rebecca ♥ says

I loved this book as much as book one. This series is so great. The characters are amazing. They are all so
loud and mouthy and irreverent. I am excited to read book 3. We hardly ever met Jader and Kamir, compared
to how well we knew Lesto before he got his book. I dont know if these characters are going to be as fun, but
probably. Also I love the covers. They look so epic! I almost wanna own the paperbacks.

Adam says

When I read a fantasy book by Megan Derr, I know that I’m in for a captivating treat. ‘The Pirate of Fathoms
Deep’ was no different. The author did an excellent job with the world-building, making it easy to imagine
the different lands that Lesto and Shemal travel through, and the society they live in. I haven’t read the
preceding book, but this book works perfectly fine as a standalone.

Lesto and Shemal’s relationship is totally insta-love. They spend a few minutes together to have a quickie,
and then spend the following months pining for each other. When they’re reunited, not only do they want to
have another go in the bedroom, but the two also can’t stop themselves from thinking about a future together.

Ordinarily, I’m not a fan of insta-love, unless the story revolves around mates or fated loves. But if an author
can convince me that the two MCs truly belong together, I’m all on board with the quick jump to love.
Shemal and Lesto clearly belong together, and their connection felt genuine, even if it was made in such a
short span of time.

I enjoyed the dynamic between the two MCs. Lesto might be one of the most powerful men in the empire,
but he likes to give up control and be taken care of behind closed doors. Shemal, though he doubts his place
in Lesto’s grand life, realizes this early on and tries to be what Lesto needs.

The two MCs are opposites in many ways, and balance each other out. I liked seeing Lesto lighten up around
Shemal. And I loved seeing Shemal slowly realize that he deserves Lesto and happiness, no matter their
vastly different backgrounds.
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The mystery plot was engaging, though more of a side-story. I liked the political intrigue, and how Shemal
and Lesto centered in it. The dramatic conclusion was a bit predictable, though I still liked it.

If you’re looking for some fun and romantic fantasy MM with an entertaining mystery on the side, I’d
recommend this book!

Ami says

I read the first book, The High King's Golden Tongue back in March ... and as always with my memory
problem, I couldn't really remember who High Commander Lesto Arseni were. Nonetheless, I found no
problem of getting into this story -- probably because the premise of reunited lovers is making my heart
singing with joy (ah, my favorite trope).

I was pretty happy that Megan Derr decided to clear the air about Lesto and Shemal's past misunderstanding
very early on. That way, Lesto and Shemal were able to be adorable together *lol*. Besides it didn't mean
that they could rest easily, with people trying to kill Lesto, and Shemal being in doubt about their
relationship due to his history as a pirate -- no way pirate can be a lover of a high commander and best friend
of the high king, right?

I thought it was romantic, and I loved the two men, even if I also found this to be frustratingly shorter than I
wish it would.

Joyfully Jay says

A Joyfully Jay review.

5 stars

The Pirate of Fathoms Deep is the sequel to The High King’s Golden Tongue. While it could be read as a
stand alone, the book will be much more enjoyable if you’ve read The High Kings Golden Tongue and you
will thoroughly enjoy doing so. Megan Derr is one of the best fantasy writers out there and her books always
provide great characters and a strong storyline. The Pirate of Fathoms Deep is certainly no exception. The
writing is crisp, clean, and contains Derr’s signature world building and expansive story telling style. From
page one, readers are immersed in the narrative and the plot rarely drags or stumbles and if it does, it never
lasts for long.

As with many of Derr’s works, the characters of The Pirate of Fathoms Deep serve as the backbone to the
rest of the plot. We first met Lesto, the High King’s brother in law and chief military commander, in the
High King’s Golden Tongue. And I must confess I was a great deal more taken with Lesto than I was with
either of the main characters in that book. He’s brash, brave, and an all around force to be reckoned with. His
loyalty and love are absolute, which makes him all the more endearing. Shemal is the one man who, aside
from the High King, has ever dared challenge Lesto. And rather than be upset, Lesto is enraptured but
Shemal struggles with some real self worth issues. Throughout The Pirate of Fathoms Deep we see him
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desperately want to believe that Lesto could care for him despite their differences in culture and status.
Between these men actions speak louder than words and, while there is never any doubt they belong
together, the hurdles they must overcome are written with enough depth and emotion to be truly meaningful.
They are a captivating couple and it’s impossible not to become cheerleaders as we follow their story.

Read Sue’s review in its entirety here.

Lila Hunter says

The Pirate of Fathoms Deep is a marvelous tale of friendship and love between two strong men. There’s a
small mention of the incident that brought Lesto and Shemal together in the first book in the series, but not
enough to realized more had happened or would happen between the two of them.

Lesto is Harken’s High Commander, but more importantly, he’s High King Sarrica’s right hand and best
friend. Their friendship kept them alive in the battlefield and now, helped them run the Empire. Their
bromance stays strong in this book and extends to Allen and Shemal, too. Lesto is also the Duke of Fathoms
Deep and Nyle’s and Rene’s older brother. He runs his troops and his family/friends like a well-oiled
machine.

Shemal is trying to put his pirate ways behind him, but trouble met him at his door. The last thing he
expected in his remote parcel were two of his mates bringing him, without warning, the very man he had
wanted for the last eighteen months. The man he was trying to be better for. But after all, a pirate can’t resist
a treasure.

Since that first encounter, they have been jonesing for the other without a way to get in contact. They both
wanted normal lives with a family and a partner. They keep a strong veneer for everyone else, but when
together, they were able to relax and be vulnerable. The way the first met, didn’t allow the other to share
their wants, but in the end, destiny brought them together. The chain of events they were involved in helped
to bring them closer and closer until they surrendered to each other.

Read complete review at Scattered Thoughts and Rogue Words.

ARC provided by Less Than Three Press in exchange for an honest review.

Vivian says

Pirates!

Okay, the title kind of gives it away, but nonetheless few things make me as happy as reading about pirates.
It all starts with a rather ominous and bloodthirsty scene, which might be a deterrent for some, but made me
happy.

Death and a mystery!

High Commander Lesto's investigation of the gruesome scene leads to some intriguing developments,
amusing actually, and a reunion of sorts. You know, the one person you wish you'd had more time with in
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your past due to it ending too soon. Yeah.

Shermal, the Farlander. From the isles at the ends of the world. My kind of place. Poor guy's minding his
business when all of sudden trouble comes knocking on his door. Next thing you know, the goats are on their
own.

"I will teach you exactly what it means when we say that the only way to stop an Arseni is to bury us
fathoms deep."

Humor and intrigue as the impressively named Blood of the Fallen and Hands of Death factor into events.
Then the High King and Consort are brought into things, if you read the first story you know exactly how
well Lesto and Sarrica get on. Diplomatic intrigue with idiocy thrown in for amusement keeps the story
going nonstop. I actually finished this in one sitting, but sometimes articulating why I enjoyed a story isn't
easy, especially when it speaks to my inner self.

Best part, Jader is the next story and he has all the markings of me. Looking forward to it. So, if you like
quasi historical fantasy reads then this is a win for entertainment. I like Derr's writing and this is true to form.
3.5-4 stars, rounding up because I was thoroughly entertained.

Overall, frolicking action adventure with heading butting alphas' romance.

~Copy provided by NetGalley~

Lucy says

I recieved a copy of this book from the publisher via Netgalley in exchange for an honest review.

So, cards on the table. The High King's Golden Tongue is one of my favourite books. I knew there would be
a sequel about Lesto while I was reading that one, and as I got to know the character I became more and
more excited for a book centred on him. Even so, HKGT was a hard act to follow.

Luckily, this one lived up to it. I don't love it quite as much as HKGT, but then again I didn't really expect to.
Shemal is a great character and I liked watching him grow and learning about him and his family and seeing
the racism present in this kingdom through his eyes, as he experiences it. Having said that, the racism is by
no means systematic, those who believe that people from Shemal's country are somehow inferior are very
clearly presented as being in the wrong, and by the end of the book it's something that is being actively
combated.

Something else interesting, like I said in my update, is that white characters in this series are a minority, and
I don't know if that was never addressed in HKGT or if it was just something that I'd forgotten since I read it.
(I've been meaning to re-read it for ages and I wish I'd done that before reading this, but oh well.) Either way,
it was something that forced me to reevaluate the pictures of the characters I had in my head, and to
challenge the fact that I imagine everyone as white until I am told otherwise - which is obviously not a good
thing, and I'm going to work on that.

I enjoyed the progression of Lesto and Shemal's relationship from an ill-advised but fondly-remembered one
night stand to something that could truly last, with a goodly amount of relationship angst along the way, of
course. Some of it might have been a little overdone; but I cut my teeth on Lord of the Rings angst fanfic in
its heyday in the 2000s, so heavy-handed angst is kind of what I live for. Structurally it followed the same
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formula as HKGT, but again, definitely not a problem. It's basically the same as a general romance novel
formula and that is always extremely satisfying.

My one quibble, and the reason that this has four stars and not five, is that Lesto is...kind of extremely
violent. I understand that he's the High Commander of the Imperial Army and he has to be hard and ruthless
in order to do that job well, and I appreciated that even though he was hard and ruthless and violent he could
also be soft and loving and it wasn't ever seen as something that made him weak or less masculine or
whatever, but. He did a lot of grabbing people by the throat just to question them, and there was a lot of
banter with Rene and Sarrica about punching each other for minor infractions. Even Shemal did it a little
with his sister. And they're all siblings and it definitely came across as an inside joke that they all consented
to, which is fine, but every time it happened there was a large part of me that was like "ok but...surely we can
find other ways to express our masculine frustration?"

Anyway, that was the only quibble I had with it. Overall it is a sweet, enjoyable, satisfying and magnificently
queer high fantasy romp, which is exactly the kind of book I love, and I would definitely recommend both
this and HKGT to anyone who has a magnificently queer high fantasy romp-sized hole in their life.

Now if you'll excuse me, I'm off to request the third book in this series from Netgalley.

Karen says

ARC Review: The Pirate of Fathoms Deep

You might have noticed yesterday that I posted a review for a book called 'The High King's Golden Tongue'.
I'd wanted to read that book for ages and I was constantly squirreling off and doing other things but this is
the reason I finally pulled my act together and read that awesome book because on July 13 this is going to be
a thing...that's right book #2 is being released and it's called 'The Pirate of Fathoms Deep' and it's good folks
seriously good. I mean I have to admit I was a little more partial to 'The High King's Golden Tongue' but I
think that's mostly because I really, really liked Allen and Sarrica but that does not mean this is not also a
really good story...because it is.

'The Pirate of Fathoms Deep' is about Lesto and Shemal. Lesto as we know from the first book is the High
Commander of the king's troops as well as the Lord/Duke/Ruler sorry I'm sketchy on the correct term here
but he's in charge of Fathoms Deep that's where he's from. We also met Shemal in book one, only we didn't
realize it at the time, not that we were meeting him or that Shemal was his name and we also didn't realize
that he gave Lesto a little bit more than a black-eye (really, it's in the blurb). So here we are a year and a half
later and fate have brought these two men together, in what proves to be, yet again, some rather unusual
circumstances.

Ms Derr definitely stepped up to the plate with this one and again from the very beginning and I do mean
very beginning, seriously did you look at that cover? Another work of sheer beauty. I honestly want posters
of these book covers for my office walls they are so gorgeous.

'The Pirate of Fathoms Deep' definitely gives more focus to the relationship between Lesto and Shemal but
without taking away the action, adventure and mystery that I enjoyed in the first book. For me this was a
definite win.

While the relationship between these two men got it's beginning in the first book it's not until this story that
the when and how of it becomes clear. In book one their meeting was just a passing event that occurred and
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while I remembered it, it was not given any undue focus and for me it was one of those neat little surprises
that had me bouncing in my chair as I remembered the events from the previous story and my brain quietly
cackled with glee at the subtle way that these two books were being woven together.

One of the things that I'm really enjoying about both of these books are the personalities of the MCs. I love
that they speak up for what they believe in, the are fiercely loyal to their friends and family and that they
love who they love unapologetically. Lesto wants to be with Shemal. He doesn't care about where he came
from or whether he's considered socially acceptable because of his station in life and the same for Shemal.
It's Lesto that he wants not his money or power.

Add to all this a pair of royally incompetent kidnappers, some cut throat mercenaries, a sister baring
unexpected surprises, one man willing to risk it all for a second chance with his pirate and one pirate who
wants a chance to show that he's worthy of that man and what you've got is a story that's worth enjoying
from the front cover to the very last page and I do mean the very last page the one that tells us that there's
more to come from this series and I am so looking forward to what comes next.

********************
An ARC of The Pirate of Fathoms Deep was graciously received from the publisher through Net Galley in
exchange for an honest review.

Wendy F says

I was really looking forward to The Pirate of Fathoms Deep. While the first book, The High King’s Golden
Tongue, wasn’t my favorite I did enjoy it. It wasn’t like anything I’d read before, and I liked that Sarrica and
Allen didn’t fall immediately in love with each other. I also liked Lesto. I liked how he drove Sarrica crazy,
and vice versa, and I was intrigued when Lesto would mention his pirate.

When I realized that the second book would be about Lesto and that very same pirate I was excited. I thought
this one was going to surpass the first, because there was already chemistry between the two main characters.
I was wrong.

It wasn’t that there was anything wrong with the plot, because it was set up so nicely. Man has an encounter
with a pirate that he can’t forget, pirate leaves and he thinks he’ll never see him again, until the day they
come face to face. Everything was there that would have made a really romantic, heart pounding, fantasy.
Even the characters themselves had interesting traits. All the untapped potential in the story only makes the
fact that it wasn’t very good that much worse.

Perhaps if we had gotten the opportunity to read the initial interaction between Lesto and Shemal it would
have helped, or maybe if the pacing hadn’t felt so rushed… all I can say for sure is that Shemal came across
as way too timid for a super awesome pirate. He was supposed to be strong, mischievous. Sexy. He read like
fumbling, shy, and awkward. I could have even excepted that to a degree, if it hadn’t been 90% of what we
read. In addition, Lesto was one angry stomping Lord man. He yelled at Sarrica. He yelled at Rene. He
yelled at his crew. He even grumped at Shemal, and he was nicest to Shemal. He did more yelling than he
did anything romantic, and when he tried to be romantic it fell flat. Probably because everything was rushed
through.

When I say everything was rushed through, I mean even the reunion. I was ready, into it, excited when Lesto
realized who was in front of him. The initial distrust was there. Then bam, they have it out and Lesto and
Shemal are kissing and they both want to be with each other, they’re in love… whirlwind! Which, okay, so I
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can even get on board with that (if the story is good). Except, that even when things should just be good,
they’re both inventing issues. Lesto is grumpy, which Shemal immediately assumes means he isn’t wanted
there. Shemal acts nervous, so Lesto immediately acts like it’s because Shemal doesn’t truly want him.

It was all so very frustrating!

None of my complaints has any bearing on the story overall. I know who the next book is about, and
disappointed as I am, there’s no way I’m missing it. Does that make me a sucker?

Thank you to Less Than Three Press via Netgalley for providing a copy of this book in exchange for an
honest review.

For this and other reviews, come check us out at Badass Book Reviews!

Deeze says

I love Megan Derrs stories, I love her worlds and I love her characters. This one was no different in that
respect. Shemal and Lesto were perfect for me.

But I also had a little more trouble becoming lost in this one. I can't explain why but this one just didn't flow
as smoothly as some of her other stories. Everything was there, the mystery and romance. Plus we also got to
see a tiny bit of Allen and Sarrica. But sometimes I felt the details were lacking. There was also more focus
on sex that I found just took me away from the story.

I did love the epilogue and enjoyed the story overall. Maybe I'm just too picky.

EA Must of been my mood because I loved it this time around. Shemal and Lesto are perfect together.

Gieliza says

4.5 stars!

'We will stop only when you bury us fathoms deep.' (or the most badass family motto ever)
.
Megan Derr is so consistently good and this series is yet another winner. I love this world of silver tongues,
mercenary bands and pirates. The Pirate of Fathoms Deep is the sequel to The High King's Golden Tongue.
It opens with the kidnapping of Lesto Arseni, High Commander of the Harken Imperial Army, Duke of
Fathoms Deep and best friend of the High King. Luckily, he was rescued by a reformed pirate--the very
same pirate who punched him then had an intimate encounter with him a year and a half previously, the
pirate that he couldn't get out of his mind since. Shemal vrey Variago spent the last 18 months trying to
better himself in hopes that he can somehow become good enough for the High Commander of the empire.
Fate must surely be laughing at him when the 2 most incompetent kidnappers in the Empire delivered Lesto
at this doorstep. Now Lesto and Shemal have to figure out a plot that resulted in the deaths of an entire ship
of Harken citizens while negotiating their feelings for each other.

I really enjoyed the relationship dynamics in this story: Lesto and Shemal's romance, Lesto and Sarrica's
friendship and the camaraderie among the Harkenos-Arseni family. I love their banter and teasing, their
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protectiveness for each other and the constant threats to punch each other when someone does something
dangerous, never mind whether it's the Hig King or the High Commander. Lesto is pretty much the best
boyfriend ever. I love how tender he is with Shemal one minute, then snarling at his family the next. It's
super adorable. Shemal is that endearing combination of badass and shy. They are perfect together. The
political and court intrigue aspects of the story is also well done, tho I docked half a star because I felt that
the resolution was too easy and too abrupt. Overall, this is another excellent world from Megan Derr and I'm
looking to the next book which is Jader's story. Highly recommended!

Chris, the Dalek King says

Lesto Arseni (High Commander of the Harken Empire’s armies) and Shemal (reformed pirate and herder of
goats) did not meet in the best of circumstances. There may have been punches thrown and illicit shagging in
unused side-rooms going on. But three years have gone by and neither Lesto or Shemal have forgotten the
other. Which is a good thing since their second meeting doesn’t go much better, what with ill-planned
kidnappings and unknown killers on their tail. But while their first meeting left them both pining and unsure
about how the other felt, this second meeting might just give them the chance to say the things they wished
they had said all those years ago. If they only could stop people from trying stab them and/or hold them for
ransom long enough for them to straighten things out.

This book was a lot less angsty than the first one in this series, and I have to say that I really liked that about
it. Not that I didn’t adore The High King's Golden Tongue, but I needed something light, but full of enough
action to keep me distracted from the real world, at the moment and this book delivered just that.

One of the things I really like about this story is that it felt more comfortable in its setting than High King. I
think a lot of that has to do with the massive amounts of world building it didn’t need to go into. The fact
that Derr just assumed that she didn’t need to rehash all that history and information all over again was a bit
of a relief. I certainly find it fascinating, but I think it would have dragged down the pace of this story. That
quick pace does a lot for this story, both in how easy it is to read, and with how well it moves the story along.
While I might every decade or so enjoy a Tolkien-esk fantasy of epic (walking) proportions, there are times
where you just want to enjoy a good fantasy without having to learn every inch of the world before you get
to see someone take a stab at someone else with a pointy sword.

And when there wasn’t fighting you had two great MCs that just worked so well together. I love when you
can pick up a book and just feel the tension coming off the pages because the MCs are just so into each other
that you’d have to be passed-out drunk to miss it. Lesto and Shamel (and boy oh boy did I find our not-so-
little pirate just dishy) clicked almost instantly and whenever they were on page together I couldn’t help but
feeling glad to be around to see them go back and forth with each other. They clearly have some
communication issues, but eh, who doesn’t?

I’m all up for recommending this book, this series, and am anxiously waiting for a book three to come along
so I can recommend that one too. Megan Derr really does push my fantasy buttons and this one was a total
keysmasher.

4.5 stars

This book was provided free in exchange for a fair and honest review for Love Bytes. Go there to check out
other reviews, author interviews, and all those awesome giveaways. Click below.
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