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That Thing Called L ove Susan Andersen
He' s the last man on earth she should want...

For aguy she's fantasized about throttling, Jake Bradshaw sureis easy on the eyes. In fact, he seriously
tempts inn manager Jenny Salazar to put her hands to better use. Except thisis the guy who left Razor
Bay—and his young son, Austin, who Jenny adores like her own—to become a globetrotting photojournalist.
He can't just waltz back and claim Austin now.

Jake was little more than a kid himself when he became a dad. Sure, he'd dreamed of escaping the resort
town, but he'd also truly believed that Austin was better off with his grandparents. Now he wants—no,
needs—to make up for his mistake. He intends to stay in Razor Bay only until he can convince Austin to
return with him to New York. Trouble is, with sexy, protective, utterly irresistible Jenny in hislife, and his
bed, he may never want to leave...
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Dee says

Review Now Posted
3/5 Stars

Thisisastory about Jenny Salazar, Jake Bradshaw and Austin Bradshaw. | will include Austin as we got to
read alot about him and his thoughts and feelings etc, so it was definitely a book about the three of them.

Jake was returning to Razor Bay after a 13 year absence. In high school his girlfriend Kari had got pregnant
and although he had a scholarship set up he did what was right and they got married, but sadly she died fairly
soon after Austin was born. Kari’s parents (Emmett & Kathy Pierce) offered to look after the child whilst
Jake went away and got his education and he jumped at the chance. The only problem was that he never
came back and Austin was raised by his Grandparents. Sadly Emmett & Kathy have now passed away and
13 year old Austin is living with Jenny. At the age of 16 Jenny was taken under the wing of the Pierces, and
the then 3 year old Austin soon became attached to her and looked upon her as his sister.

Jake is determined that he will not live in Razor Bay again and that the boy must go and live with himin
New Y ork, but he agreed with Jenny to give Austin a couple of months to get used to him before uprooting
him. Needlessto say in this time Jake and Jenny initially fight their attraction to each other but soon givein
and in the end get their HEA.

| did enjoy the story but | just didn’t loveit, for me there were a few issues/problems that | just couldn’t get
past. | realy liked reading about Austin and | had loads of admiration for Jenny but | just couldn’t connect to
Jake's character. | never really got over the fact that he had no contact with his son. | understood why he
went away to get his education, after all he was still very young himself, but for me personally | just didn’t
like that he never looked back nor did he stand up and take responsibility for Austin. In the end hisin-laws
completely cut him out of Austin’slife as they weretired of seeing the boy get his hopes up which were
completely dashed.

| didn’t feel any romance between Jenny & Jake and in fact in one scene where Jenny knocks on his door he
asked her why she was there and her answer was ‘abooty call’ and that’s what all of the sex scenesfelt like,
for me there was just no connection...| think if | had of felt a connection between them then | would have
enjoyed it more, but for me it was just run of the mill and just didn’t hit the mark!

Having not read any Susan Andersen before | didn’t know what to expect but | had seen some fairly good
reviews on previous releases, hence the reason | thought | would give thisa go. The problemsthat | had were
personal to me and therefore other readers will probably not have an issue with them, but because of them |
couldn’t rate this book higher than 3/5 stars.

If | was asked if | would read this author again | would probably say no, but that decision would be on the
basis of this story alone and in order for me to be fair to the Ms Andersen, | really do think that | need to read
at least one other of her books before making that decision.

ARC kindly supplied by Harlequin via Netgalley
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Y elania Nightwalker says

Tardé mucho en decidirme aleer esta novela porque no conocia de nada ala autoray me daba cosa, sin
embargo hace unos dias decidi probar surte y wow! Desde que agarré el libro no lo quise soltar. De
inmediato Jenny y Austin se ganaron mi simpatiay cuando entr6 en escena Jake, cas mori de emacion. Me
gusté mucho la manera en que los persongjes crecieron alo largo de la historia. Sobre todo larelacion entre
Max y Jake, que dejaron de guardarse rencor por cosas en las que no habian tenido de culpa. Ahora quiero la
historia de Max, ese machote tiene muchas cosas que contar.

La novela no est4 exactamente subida de tono pero si tiene un par de escenas ligeramente +18

Keri says

Because of my mad love for Susan Anderson | gave this 3 stars. Jake was a jerk, who abandoned his kid.
Now admittedly he was very young when Austin was born and the grandparents stepped in, but there was no
excuse once he was out of college...none. He never really redeemed himself in my eyes. Now to be fair, |
have really hard feeling about guys who abandoned there kids, so there was really nothing that he was going
to be able to do that was going to make this right for me. Even there at the end, he was still trying to get out
of being adad....so he was scared and going to run like jackrabbit. There is only so much you can blame on
your childhood...was his crappy...sure it was, but no reason to continue with the daddy issue. Now having
said that...I really like Max and think his story is going to be awesome and | can't wait for the next Razor

Bay.

Emily says

Jake Bradshaw had every intention of coming back and getting to know his son, when he allowed his son's
grandparents to raise them. When his grandfather passes away, Jake is back to step in and become the father
he always should have been. Having his son Austin accept it though is harder than he accepted, especially
when Jake meets Jenny Salazar who has become Austin's surrogate mother.

Jenny doesn't plan to make it on Jake, but iswilling to help him find his way with Austin. She realizes
Austin needs hisfather in hislife, even if Austin doesn't want to admit it. The crux of the problem is her
attraction to Jake and the few times she isalonein his company, Jake is pretty open about his attraction to
her. With both Jenny and Jake moving on different paths, will they be able to find their way towards one
another?

Full review on Single Titles
http://cataromance.com/2012/09/review...

Kelly Moran says

Razor Bay Inn manager Jenny Salazar wants nothing more than to help young Austin through the ordeal of
losing his grandparents. With his mother gone, Jenny has always been like an older sister to him, and al they
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have now is each other. But when his globe-trotting photojournalist father, Jake Bradshaw, returns to the
resort town claiming he wants to suddenly be a part of hislife, things change on adime.

I normally love Andersen, but for the first time ever, | just didn't love this one. Not without her usual wit and
heart, this book lacked a connection to the hero for me. Thisis a guy who abandoned his son and never
looked back. There were excuses, but none that gelled. | kept reading, hoping to change my mind, but that
moment just never came. From the start, the romance was unrealistic, as was everyone's reaction to the
situation. The ending felt improbable too. Alas, | won't hesitate to buy Andersen again, though.

willaful says

This was adecent read, but I'm deducting a star because the hero pissed me off so much. He gets off way too
easy -- after being an absentee father for his son's entire life, he comes home to a mini-him who loves
everything he loves, so he barely hasto work at it to make hiskid love him. And after starting off the story as
such ajerk, adding in alittle sexual humiliation of the heroine was really overkill. Everything is served to
Jake on aplatter -- he just barely gets a dark moment.

The best part of the story was Jake starting to make friends with his previous lifelong enemy, his half-
brother. Excellent sequel-baiting.

Saly says

Susan Andersen is an author who | always read as soon as her books are out. That Thing Called Love isthe
start of her Razor Bay series and has a very intriguing setup, a hero who isn't really heroic, after all he hasn't
seen his thirteen year old son since he was born, so | was mighty interested in how we could fall in love with
Jake and by the end of the book | did warm up to him a bit if not fall over him.

Jake is afamous photographer who carries his family history like ashield, after al his father abandoned
many families so he thinks he is unlucky in love and his own one shot didn't go very well. His girlfriend got
pregnant in their senior year of high school, they got married and that didn't go very well, he declined the
scholarship that would have taken him out of the town he badly wanted to leave and took ajob, then she died
and he was left with a baby and when his wife's parents offered him an out, he took it and went to college
and kept promising to come back but never did and his son's Austin's grandparents rightly told him not to
anymore, so he carried on his life, occasionally feeling the guilt for being alousy father. Now, his son Austin
isall aone and he has come to be a parent and that means taking him away to New Y ork.

Jenny islike asister to Austin and his guardian. She loves the town of Razor Bay, she came there asa
sixteen year old whose life came crashing down once her father was convicted of running a ponzi scheme
and her mother for al purposes checked out, so it was upto Jenny to support herself and Austin's
grandparents gave her ajob and they gradually became close. | loved how fierce Jenny was about Austin and
told Jake that Austin had wanted a father when he was small but he got over the disappointment and that
Jake couldn't expect to just walk in and wipe out thirteen years of absence.

Jake was kind of immature in away for me and the part when Jenny told him that he wasn't the only one who
had been dealt a crap hand was awesome for me, it served him right. What | did like how he finally got to
know his half brother Max and Austin, his teenage angst was fun and his feelings for his father and noticing
agirl waskind of cute.
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The romance department was the one that was kind of slow for me, it took awhile to get going and even
whenit did | didn't really fall in love with Jake. Now, Jenny she was sweet and | loved her standing up to her
father and her friend, she was a nice person.

So, yes this book was good and | would read the next book in this series but this is not the best written Susan
Andersen but it does take a chance when it comes to the hero.

ARC received through Netgalley.

Bekah says

Susan Andersen is an author that | loved reading way back when. | loved her books Obsessed and Present
Danger. They are dark, sexy, and gritty. She quickly left dark and gritty and became funny, cute and
lighthearted. Sufficeit to say | really want dark, edgy and sexy back!

Jake is afamous professional photographer who has traveled the world over al the while neglecting his
home of Razor Bay —and more importantly his son whom he left behind. He hasn’t been afather figurein
any sense of the word and now he's back to pick up the slack and attempt a relationship with his 13 year old
son. There’ s alittle bit of a snag though; Jenny, his son’s temporary guardian. She's been with him since he
was atoddler, loves him like alittle brother and isn’t about to let him go to a man who he doesn’t know and
has never been there for him.

| think this plot had alot of promising potential, unfortunately | didn’t really feel any chemistry between
Jenny and Jake. At times the writing felt confusing. One moment, they’ re acting like preteens who'’ ve never
dealt with adult feelings and issues and then the next moment they’ re having very adult thoughts and
reactions. It made me not really like either Jake or Jenny and it made it feel like their feelings were not
genuine and real.

I’ ve wanted to get back into a Susan Andersen for along time and | was really hoping that this series would
do it for me, but | don’t think that will be the case. | didn’t fall in love with the town or the people in the
town. | imagine the next book in the series will be about Jake's half brother, but | didn’t even like him in this
book. Ultimately, | do love Susan Andersen, | will read her again — but I’ m looking for something really
deep that | can stink my teeth in.

Find my reviews at page 317.

Sabrina (Soter) Sally says

Quanto mi piace questa autrice* __ *

Ancora una volta ho fatto nottata per finire un libro della Anderson XD Mi piace molto come scrive questa
autrice, € semplice mami assorbe completamente. Jake si e ritrovato con un padre assente, un fratellastro che
lo disprezza, vedovo e con un figlio appena nato appena compiuti 19 anni. Quando i suoceri gli propongono
di affidargli il piccolo Austin Jake, confuso e spaventato, accetta e parte. Diventato un fotografo affermato

non € mai tornato nella piccolacittada cui € fuggito né da suo figlio, malamorte dei suoceri |0 mette di
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fronte alla possibilita di conoscere finalmente suo figlio, ormai 13enne. Anche Jenny ha avuto unafamigliaa
dir poco difficile, percid amala piccola citta che I'ha accolta dandol e finalmente una casa. Lei € per Austin
come una sorellamaggiore e l'arrivo imprevisto di Jake la getta nella confusione e nello sconforto, sapendo
che la cosa giusta sarebbe lasciar tornare il padre nellavitadi Austin, che pero lo porteraviadalei. Oltre ala
storiatra Jake e Jenny assistiamo anche alla nascita di un amiciziatra Jake eil fratellastro Max, la difficile
conoscenzatra Jake el figlio Austin e ala prima cotta di quest'ultimo per la cugina del suo migliore amico,
molto dolce™ " Tanti rapporti che si intrecciano, dungue e spero che I'autrice dedichi un libro anche aMax e
all'esotica Harper, vedere lo sceriffo impacciato é fantastico XD

Lisa Filipe says

Reviewed on http://atastyread.bl ogspot.com

So | FINALLY finished thisbook last night. | didn't hate it, but | didn't love it either. Something was just
missing.

Jake Bradshaw comes back to Razor Bay, where he grew-up, after aimost thirteen years of being away. He
has come home to finally meet his son and hopefully become the father that he is sure Austin needs. Jenny
Salazar, the woman who is caretaker of Austin now that his grandparents have both passed away, hasaBIG
problem with Jake waltzing back into Austin's life, wanting to up-root him from the only home he has ever
known, and take him to New Y ork City, where Jake lays his head when he isn't globe-trotting around the
world as a Photojournalist for National Geographic.

Unfortunately for Jenny, as Jake and Austin get closer, she finds herself falling for him also, or it could be
the kisses. Jenny knows that Jake couldn't wait to leave Razor Bay as akid, so there is a big chance that she
could lose Austin, aswell as her heart to Jake. Will Jake decide to stay in Razor Bay, or will he deny the
feelings he has for Jenny, and take Austin off to NY without admitting how he feels? Lots of questionsto be
answered.

Ok, so | honestly didn't feel ANY connection to ANY of the characters. | wasn't invested in their lives, or
what was happening in the story. | finished the book because | felt that | should giveit afair shot, but | didn't
fed invested in the story, or the outcome.

The one person | liked in the book was Austin, the thirteen-year-old son of Jake and his High School
girlfriend who died after he was born, which the story just passes over. Austin was cute, and honest about his
feelings, but | will say that some of his language was a bit off for 2012, he kept saying "dope" and | haven't
heard that word being used in quite awhile.

There was a small secondary story with Jenny and her father, which was very unnecessary, and didn't really
bring anything to the story at all. We had Max Bradshaw, Jake's half-brother and Tasha, Jenny's best friend,
who were necessary as the people who Jenny and Jake could share feelings with, and the author could use
them to get information out of the main characters through conversation, but other than that, neither of them
stood out at me as GREAT, or "I'd love to read his/her story next", | just felt nothing!

After reading the last release by Susan Andersen, | was very excited to see she had a new series coming out,
but unfortunately it fell flat for me. | wish | could say | loved it, but | just didn't. It was ok, and other reader
might fedl differently, but | just didn't feel that spark or connection that some Romances can bring to the
table.
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So, | would say if you are not a die-hard Susan Andersen fan, maybe borrow the book from afriend, or wait
until you can get the book on sale.

Jess says

Review posted: Happily Ever After - Reads
Blog rating: 2.5/5

Jake has been absent from his son’slife from amost his birth, leaving him in his Grandparents care when he
left to go to college at 19. He became a photographer, traveling around the world and never stopped to go see
his son. I’'m not going to lie, the hero dug a huge hole for me right off the bat. Now, his son, Austin’s
Grandparents have both died and the woman in Austin’slife, Jenny, is his temporary guardian. She's known
him since he was atoddler and thinks of him just like a brother. She' s tried to get word out to Jake about
what’ s happened but two months go by before he shows up in their small Washington town. He wants to get
to know his son and eventually move him across the country to New Y ork to live with him.

Like I mentioned above, | was so pissed at the hero early on. Y es, he was ayoung 19 year old when he and
his girlfriend, who he married, had a baby. His wife died right after childbirth, and yes he had no support
from her parents, or his deadbeat dad who's completely absent. So when his wife' s parents said they would
care for Austin so Jake could go to college he jumped at the chance. | kind of get that. What | kept expecting
to come out was that he made strong attempts to see his son, made trips to Washington to be a part of life,

but something outside of his control got in hisway. Either the Grandparents were alittle more devious then
anybody knew...something. | wanted there to be some reason that wasn't Jake' s doing that kept him from his
son. But, no. He couldn’t be bothered to keep in touch with Austin, to get to know him and yet all the
sudden, once the Grandparents have died, now he wants to step up? Good thing kids are a little more direct
and sure, even hostile because Austin doesn’'t make it easy for Jake. Rightfully so.

Jenny knows that Jake is here for a short time to get to know Austin before moving him away from the only
home and people he's ever known. She's not related to Austin, so she doesn’t have aleg to stand on if she
tried to fight for custody, and for Austin’s sake, she tries to bridge the gap between he and his father. 1t
doesn’'t go smoothly at first, Austin needed adad in life for years and at 13, he’ snot going to jump up and
down now that dad isin the picture. But al he's ever wanted isto know Jake, and Jake slowly works his way
into Austin’slife.

Also along the way, Jake starts to have feelings for Jenny and vice versa. They try to keep it simple, sex only
(which takes forever to build up) and their sex scenes are sweet and allow Jake to show more emation then
he does in other aspects of the book. | really enjoyed Jenny. She's true and good and just wants what' s best
for Austin. It will kill her to see him leave with Jake but she knows he needs his dad in hislife. She opens
herself up to Jake and considering her life growing up, having a father in prison and mother who slowly
wasted away until she died, Jenny worked hard as a teen to keep aroof over her head and the bills paid even
when she had no one looking out for her. Jake didn’t have agreat childhood either, but at least Jenny is
willing to take a chance with her feelings. For awhile, it felt like Jake was willing to risk his heart as well,
but when a hero starts out as ajerk, | usually think, great (1), because this will make his journey all the more
sweet. But Jake was still saying and doing jerky things up until almost the end of the story and | just did buy
it. | wanted a happy ending for Jenny and for Austin, and I'm glad Jake got his HEA aswell, but only
because it was wrapped up into the happiness for Austin and Jenny.
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| am so intrigued by Jake' s half-brother Max. He' s broody, a bit angsty, and | want to know more. | also
really enjoyed Austin and his small side storyline with hisfirst crush, Rachel. I’'m curious to know more
about Rachel as well because she shows up half way through the story to live with her Aunt and Uncle (the
parents of Austin’s best friend) while her mom battles cancer. Not much elseis given in the way of details,
so | really hope this gets expanded on morein the future.

This ended up being an ok read for me. | enjoyed Jenny, the small town setting the story is set in and Austin
was fun to read about. Jake just wasn't ahero | could get behind and cheer for. He would start to get me on
his side, making attempts to right all the wrongs he did with Austin, and then things would get heavy and
emotional and to protect himself he'd say something mean or cutting to Jenny and | just thought she could do
so much better. He did end up on a path of being areal father to Austin which was nice to see, it just wasn't
enough for me to really enjoy his character.

Dana says

Jake and Jenny

What a disappointing book. Thisisthe first SA book | haven't been able to read cover to cover. | found
myself skipping the last 30 pages or so to find out the ending (which was so predictable).

Jake and Jenny had zero chemistry. Jake is a sleazeball. | don't care about your angsty need to break free of
your small town chains. Y ou have an effing child, man up. | couldn't get over how he played such avictimin
this book. Please, what about Austin?

Jake and Jenny's characters had no depth, very 1D. The whole premise has been played out, there was little
effort in the plot and | knew on page 1 how the book was going to end. | hate to rate this 1 star as SA isone
of my favorite authors, but christ on a crutch this one was craptastic. Don't waste your time or money on this
killjoy. | rate 1 star and am embarrassed (and pissed) to say | own it, as| bought it just because it had SA's
name on the cover. Just call me Sucker.

Kimberly says

Review written for www.books-n-kisses.com

I have been enjoying the works of Susan Andersen for awhile now and this one ranks right up there as one
of my favorites from her. Something about this book seems different than her past writing and it really stands
out as one of her best. The characters of this book are simple and everyday people. | loved the fact that Jenny
was not some supermodel or something. She is on the petite side and while they can joke with her about her
size she will not accept being called cute or sweet. Jake has that diamond in the rough persona. He does
things because he thinks they are for the best but he is never really sureif it isthe best for him or for the
other person but he really does have the best of intentions. | enjoyed Austin aswell. Heiswritten as atypical
teenager who isjust an everyday kid (though | could have done without him cursing - even though most 13
year olds do). And | enjoyed the blooming relationship of Jake and Max as well and hope to see Max get his
own story in the future.

Thisisagreat romance novel. It is a chick-lit book that no woman who enjoys the genre will want to put
down. My suggestion isto send the kids to bed (or even better to a sleepover), pick up the book, pour a glass

of wine and start enjoying.

Disclaimer:
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I received a complimentary copy of the book in exchange for an honest review.

Kristen says

That Thing Called Love is Susan Andersen’s latest release and the first in her new Razor Bay trilogy.

Jake Bradshaw left Razor Bay when he was eighteen and set off for college. Now he's a globe-trotting photo
journalist. He never liked small town living and never looked back, even though he left hisinfant son in the
care of his maternal grandparents. He's back now and wants to rectify his past mistakes.

Jenny Salazar knows heartbreak. A father involved in Ponzi schemes, a mother who could never get over the
embarrassment; Jenny has been taking care of herself since she was sixteen. Jenny was also taken in by
Austin’s grandparents and now is like a sister to him.

When Jake comes back to Razor Bay to make up for past mistakes and become a part of hislife, Jake is not
the only one who will have to come to terms with under the surface wounds of the past. And if hefeelsa
little something for the cute Jenny, well, he can stay away from her, can’'t he?

| haven't read much of Susan Andersen. I’ ve liked a couple of her books but this one just didn’t work for me
and | had alot of issues with the characters that ultimately made my enjoyment non-existent.

| didn’t connect with the characters; | had a hard time getting past Jake abandoning Austin. | know he was
just akid himself when he left, but at some point, didn’t he have to grow up and realize he made a mistake.
He could have made some kind of commitment to his son and now he’' s coming back makes me think if
Austin’s grandparents had lived forever, he never would have come back. Jake didn’t come back of hisown
free will, he came back because Austin’s grandparents died. It puts a shadow over his sincerity for me.

| didn't feel any chemistry between Jenny and Jake. The sex scenes were just that, there was no romance. |
don’'t need the whole wine and candles bit, but | enjoy alittle depth to the more amorous scenes and | like the
build-up, how the relationship progresses. | didn’t get that here. | felt it was digjointed and nothing more than
sex. Jenny herself is knocking at Jake's door for a booty call.

| did redlly like Austin and | think Andersen did a great job capturing a thirteen year olds point of view. He
was redlistic and loveable. | loved his story and his relationship with Nolan and Bailey. | actually loved to
see his relationship with Bailey blossoming and probably enjoyed it more than Jenny and Jake' s story.

Overal, That Thing Called Love missed the mark for me, the characters were forgettable and the storyline
was hard to come to terms with. Not something | would recommend to readers.

Lady Gabriella of Awesomeness (On Hiatus) says

Redlly did not fancy the charters or the narration .... :/

overall this book kinna sucked for me.
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i definatly wont be recommending this to anyone,anytime soon.Not even as alight one time read. sorry :P
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