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Susan Meissner explores what God does in the deep places of the human spirit in this story about an
acclaimed mystery writer Luke Foxbourne, who lives a happy life in a century&€" old manor housein
Connecticut. But when his father, Jack, has a stroke, Luke returnsto his hometown of Halcyon, lowa, where
he reluctantly takes the reins of his father&€™s newspaper for an undetermined amount of time.

Memories of Norah&€E” the neighbor girl who was his first kiss&€” cause L uke to reflect as he spends night
after night alonein his childhood home. Soon he fedls an uncontrollable urge to start writing a different story
altogether. Norah&€™ s story. And his own.
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Jaylene says

3.5

Amelia Owen says

| enjoyed this book. | was alittle disspointed with the ending, although I'm not sure why. I'm not sure what |
was expecting and | don't know how it could have ended to satisfy me, but | just feel it was lacking...
something.

Andi Rahmat says

L uke Foxbourne adalah seorang penulis novel misteri terkenal, suatu hari di gjang penghargaan dia melihat
seorang wanita yang mirip dengan karakter wanita di dalam novelnyayaitu Eden. Eden merupakan karakter
yang terinspirasi dari gadis masa lalu yang merupakan cinta pertamanya yaitu Norah Andromeda. Ketika
ayahnya sakit, diakembali ke kampung halamannya dan disanalah Luke mulai menggalih masa lalunya
dengan Norah untuk menjadikannya sebuah Memoir.

Buku ini dibuka dengan ayat Bible, mengingatkanku dengan Paulo Coelho. Buku ini memang bertema
spiritual. Pertama kali membuka halaman bab pertama terlihat biasa hingga masuk ke bab 2 yaitu masalalu
L uke ketika kanak-kanak hingga remaja yang sukses membuatku masuk kedalam cerita. Dimana kita akan
mengikuti Kisah Luke dengan Ethan adiknya bersama dengan Norah dan adiknya Keiran. Norah berasal dari
keluarga yang tidak beres, Ayahnya seorang kriminal, Ibunya pemakai Narkoba dan Neneknya yang
Frustasi. Dan dia harustinggal bersama neneknya yang bertetangga dengan L uke dan dimulai kisah
pertemanan hingga terjalin sebuah perasaan di antara mereka tapi sayangnya harus terhalang dengan
Keluarga Norah yang tidak beres yang membuat mereka pisah-temu. Buku ini sukses membuatku gregetan
dan tak berhenti membaca apalagi setelah akhir bab 2 yang sukses membuatku shock dengan twistnya. Buku
ini dapat aku katakan dark dan membuat frustasi dan di bab 3 aku merasa kasihan terhadap mereka berdua.

Pada akhirnya tempat terdalam pun sulit untuk disentuh

Jill Manske says

| really and truly wanted to like this book. It's well written and the characters have depth. But the story just
didn't grab me. It was so melancholy, so full of bitterness and longing. Luke, the main character, finds
himself with writer's block and begins a very self-indulgent journey into his past. He ends up writing a
manuscript about his childhood and his friendship with the grandchildren of the angry woman next door, a
way for him to come to terms with events that have rooted him in the past for 17 years. The book is meant to
be inspiring and spiritual, but falls flat. I'm not exactly sure what it is about the storyline and the way it
unfolds, but it seemed too forced. It'sasif Lukeis knowingly or unknowingly throwing his happiness and
success into hislong-ago friend's face. | just plain didn't like Luke and his self-righteous attitude. Suspect
others will like the book and think I'm nuts. But if thisistypical of Meissner's writing, then she's not for me.
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M elissa says

Thiswasn't quite the book for me. The protagonist and his family were bit too wholesome. Norah's sad
growing up lifeisn't that unusual (sucks, but not terribly unusual), yet Luke's dad always suggests he take the
afternoon off to cope with the various things that happen to HER and her brother.

| also felt the Christianity aspect was a bit forced even though the author's note at the end suggestsit was all
very genuine.

And like another reviewer said, things all work out for Luke in the end, but what about everyone else? | wish
I'd liked it more.

L ouise says

As a successful writer, Luke Foxbourne is suffering from writers block when he learns that his father has had
aserious stroke. The elder Foxbourne lives in lowa and runs a newspaper business. Leaving his wife and
children behind, Luke sets out for lowato take over the daily operation of his father's newspaper business
thinking it will buy him some time in recovering from hiswriter's block. What L uke unexpectedly finds and
remembers are memories from his childhood and a forgotten promise he made along time ago.

Norah and her younger brother Kieran were childhood neighbours with aless than ideal home life but Luke
doesn't know what happened to them or where they are. His conscience and rememberance of the "promise"
he made years ago, propels him to find out how their story ended and might just provide the answer to his
own unwritten narrative.

Debbie says

3.5 stars

Just when | had thought 1'd read all of Susan Meissner's books to date, | happily discovered at the local
library in my new town, three more that | didn't know existed. Thisis the second book Meissner wrote, back
in 2006. Definitely with an overarching Christian theme (which may cause it to not be for al readers), itisa
clean, thought-provoking read.

There were a couple of thingsin the story that didn't ring true - despite his age, Luke's complete walk away
from the Janvik family and though | appreciate that Meissner resisted tying it all up neatly in a"happily ever
after" - the very ending with Norah felt off to me.

I look forward to reading Meissner's other older books | discovered, and to the release of her new book, "As
Bright As Heaven", in February 2018.
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Claudia says

Great story, wonderful author, unexpected ending!

Trish says

Thisisteetering between arating of 3 and 4 for me. The writing itself is quite lovely, and | loved the way she
describes our longing for heaven.

So why not an enthusiastic higher rating? The faith element was odd here - it's tackling some pretty dark life
experiences, and many references to "Christian” themes, yet the characters come off as rather petty and | had
no sense of their personal faith. The narrator, Luke Fairbourne, essentially dumps his wife and kids so he can
go off and write (yes, | know he's also helping out with his dad, but there's no sense of this as the story
unfolds.... perhaps a few interjections back to modern day would have made this more compelling?) and the
ultimate closure with his childhood friend seemed odd. What was he hoping to accomplish? And what
message did he want to convey to her? It's a happy little ending for him, sure, but how about for everyone
else?

And finally, what | kept waiting to learn a bit more about his wife - where was she in all this? We briefly
meet her, and she's apparently super-supportive, sweet wife... so much so that she seems codependent.

Mary Martin says

Bestselling author, Luke Foxbourne seemsto have it all - success, a beautiful family & acharmed life. All of
asudden heis hit w writer' sblock & cannot deliver his promised manuscript. At the same time Luke' s father
has a serious stroke & Luke must return to his childhood home. While he is there he decides he should
explorethe long past memory of Norah. He does this through writing a memoir.

Heidi says

The storyline of this novel drew mein right away. A celebrated author with writer's block returnsto his
hometown roots to sort through difficult episodesin his past, connected to his very strange neighbors and a
girl who was his first crush. The writing was not remarkable in and of itself - nothing quotable per se - but
the development of the plot and the characters was engaging. | read this book in less than 2 days, because |
wanted to see what would happen next. And the protag's treehouse of his childhood is avisual image | will
carry with me, asit held so many important moments and secrets, and served as a connection, both literally
and relationally, between the two very different households. | think fans of Meissner will like this book.

Nora St Laurent says

This book was kind of dark. Maybe it was dark for me because of the childhood stuff that the author talks
about. If you want something light hearted thisis not the book for you. It is deep and sad.
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| received a complimentary copy of this book from the publisher. | was not required to write a positive
review. The opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing thisin accordance with the Federal Trade
Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255 “Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and Testimonialsin
Advertising”
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Lara says

| ended up loving this book. | ailmost gave up on it in the beginning because at first the author seemed to be
trying really hard to write a"good book" and | found that annoying. But | hung in there and by Part Il | was
engrossed. | agree with another reviewer who said that these characters will stay with me along time. By the
end of the book | felt like | knew them each very well.

This book was avivid reminder to me that thisworld is not perfect and it is not supposed to be. That message
was portrayed very well in the book.

Lisa says

Thisvery early Susan Meissner novel--perhaps her second--really held my interest with agood plot and
interesting characters. Mrs. Meissner explains the aspects of Christianity that her characters are struggling
with very well, especially the longing for our heavenly home that is so deep inusal. (". . . ofttimes a secret
something/Whispered, 'Y ou're astranger here,'/And | felt that | had wandered/From a more exalted sphere.”--
ElizaR. Snow, "O My Father.") And Mrs. Meisser writes so well at the sentence level, also: "Halcyon in the
late spring moonlight looked as peaceful and serene as its name suggested. The tree-lined residential streets
were dotted here and there with the warm hues of creamy yellow and fairy blue; colors cast by porch lights
and glowing TV screensin living-room windows as L uke made his way through town." (p. 38) What a
lovely image. Luke's story is a good one and the author does not give in to make the ending easy or pat. Very
well done.

Mary says

Lyrically written, sensitively wrought, Susan Meissner's In All Deep Places captivated me from page one.
Meissner's strength is displaying the inner emotional landscape of her characters, this time putting the reader
in the head of a male protagonist. Woven in such away that beckons instead of dictates, Meissner's message
of redemption and heaven will stay with the reader long after she puts the book down.
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