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The Principessa Christie Dickason
Sumptuous, glorious evocation of Jacobean London and Renaissance Italy from the acclaimed author of The
Firemaster’s Mistress.

Robert Cecil, Secretary of State to James I, has a problem. He owes a vast and secret debt to the Prince of La
Spada, who is dying and has called in the loan – and Cecil cannot pay. Even worse, he has staked as security,
without royal authority, the King's Great Pearl. To Cecil's surprise, the Prince will agree to a hostage but he
wants Cecil's firemaster: Francis Quoynt, the best in his dangerous business. Cecil immediately seizes the
chance, for Quoynt also serves as his spy.

La Spada is a wealthy, beautiful Italian city-state – the gateway of Europe. Whoever controls the mountain
passes of La Spada also controls the flow of intelligence and much of the trade from the Middle East. As his
mind disintegrates into fantastic obsessions, the Prince makes his treacherous illegitimate son his heir. Which
thwarts the deadly ambition of his daughter, Sofia – the Principessa.

Sofia is young, seductive, wily and recently widowed. Already a blooded player of politics, she could outdo
Lucretia Borgia in the lethal game of survival. Which she must now play to save herself and her beloved
state. As unpredictable as gunpowder, will she choose to seek Francis's heart, or his life? Or both?
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Beth (bibliobeth) says

I have read a few other of this authors books and have to say this is probably the best one so far. But why
two stars? Well, I found it only an "okay" novel. I was interested enough to find out what happened which is
why I carried on reading. However, it wouldn't have been too much of a loss if I hadn't.

Kate Forsyth says

This absorbing historical novel has the firemaster of James I of England as its hero, and is a follow-on from
the novel The Firemaster's Mistress, which I read and enjoyed a few years ago. In this story, the firemaster –
who is called Francis Quoynt – is sent as a spy to a small Italian state where he has to find a secret document
that compromises the safety of King James's secretary of state, Robert Cecil. The task is complicated,
however, by the madness of the prince of La Spada and the beauty and cunning of his daughter, Sofia, the
Principessa of the title. A wonderful mix of history, suspense, adventure and romance, I really enjoyed this
book and would recommend both of them.

Mai-ana says

Little bit hard to get into at first, but I really enjoyed it.

Barb says

Starts With Promise That Never Materializes

I thought that Christie Dickason's novel 'The Firemaster's Mistress' sounded very interesting and I picked it
up earlier this year only to give up reading it because it wasn't very good. It's characters seemed very
stereotypical and the writing was of the caliber of a romance novel rather than historical fiction.

I was willing to give Dickason another try and I thought that this novel sounded interesting. It starts with a
bang when the Principessa's brother Ettore commits a horrible crime that changes her life and her plans for
survival. It continues with a likeable protagonist faced with an interesting problem to solve. Frances Quoynt,
firemaster and spy, is on a mission to serve his patron Robert Cecil, Secretary of State to James I. Cecil
needs Quoynt to negotiate the issue of repayment of a loan from the Prince of La Spada, the Principessa's
father. The Prince is mad and dying and has an impossible demand of his own.

There are references to relationships, plans and emotions that are never fully described. There are many
abrupt revelations with no logical flow to the ideas themselves. There is very little forward motion to the
story and around half way through the book I knew little more than I did at the start.

The events that unfold are somewhat beyond the realm of likelihood. Overall the novel has a very
sophomoric feel and seems better suited to a young adult audience, though I think it would be hard to keep
the attention of the younger readers as it was barely able to keep mine.
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Keely Watling says

Didn't finish it, I got bored!!!

Martine Peacock says

I don't know why everyone compares Dickason unfavourably to Philippa Gregory. Let's face it, Gregory
(though I love her, too) has banged out some real dull reads in recent years, with all the hallmarks of having
been written hastily to meet a publisher's deadline - as such, Gregory is the victim of her own success. I find
Dickason's novels engaging, entertaining and compulsive reading - I literally devour them. Yes, I was a bit
cross with the hero for not being able to keep it in his pants but I couldn't put this novel down nonetheless.

Georgina Ball says

An interesting storyline, completely different from other historical novels I've read. The characters were
interesting, all very different and each had their own personality. However I found this book a little dull,
nothing really very interesting happened till nearing the end. And then the excitement sort of fizzled out
without coming to a climax. I didn't feel very satisfied after finishing it. I wouldn't call it a page turner, too
dragged out go to be that grabbing. A good book, but not brilliant.

Jessica says

Nowhere near as good as a Phillipa Gregory book. The story interested me a bit, but it was too far-fetched
and not easy to connect to or visualize. I love books from this era, but this particular one was pretty lacking
compared to others.

CF says

This is the story of the Principessa from the town of La Spada, and the adversity she overcomes as she tries
to avoid her father from killing her, and her brother seizing the throne.
It is also about Francis Quoynt. Who travels from England as a firemaster, on a secret mission to help the
reigning Prince, a mission he is told nothing about until he gets there.
This was an alright book. Quite good historical fiction in the time of James I.
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Laura says

This is the sequel to "The Firemaster's Mistress" and it's just as fantastic as the first story! I loved that the
action took place in Italy! Francis gets sent to La Spada in the Italian mountains by Robert Cecil to spy on
the slightly insane Prince who reigns there, under the guise of helping him create an out-of-this-world
firework display. Whilst there he's seduced by the Principessa Sofia. I didn't like Sofia as much as I did Kate
in the prequel - she was a little bit too cunning for my liking, but I did like how brave and determined she
was. And Francis was captivating as ever! ; )

Carolyn says

This book is the second in a series, the first being "The Firemaster's Daughter". It is a great historical read
and for anyone with an interest in Elizabethian/Jacobean England it gives great insite. Christie Dickenson
has thoroughly researched the period and brings her characters to life with every word. Although this is a
novel it feels like living history. The reader has the pleasure of gaining knowledge of the period while still
enjoying a good read.

Roman Clodia says

I had previously read Dickason's The Firemaster's Mistress and while I enjoyed that I wasn't blown away by
it. But the character of Francis Quoynt was an attractive one and in this book I think Dickason has fulfilled
some of the potential that was shown but not quite achieved in the first book.

Set in an imaginary Italian city-state in northern Italy bordering the Balkans, it takes a different view of the
Renaissance than the usual English-Tudor or classical Italian one. I wonder whether the fact that this isn't
based around an historical incident (like the Gunpowder plot in her last book) allowed the author's
imagination a freer reign? In any case it works magnificently.

Sent to retrieve a fraudulent loan bond by Robert Cecil, Francis Quoynt finds himself caught between the
mad dreams of the dying Prince and the lethal duel for power of his daughter and illegitimate son.

Unlike the first novel, the sexual tension between the main characters in palpable in this book. But this isn't a
girlie romance: it's a robust historical thriller that also touches on issues of power, politics and the
background to the recent conflict in the Blakans.

I think this is a much maturer and more confident read than Dickason's last book, and eagerly await her next
installment.

Deb Batten says

Another of Mums books. Wish I'd read the first in the series beforehand.
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Trisha says

The follow on story from the Firemaster's Mistress was a disappointment. I felt bogged down in certaini parts
of the story - so much that I skipped whole chapters.
Francis is asked to go to Italy by Cecil to obtain a Bond that was given by the English Government to the
Count in La Spada. Cecil wants this bond back.
The Count is dying of the Pox and wants Francis to send him to the Heavens on a rocket!!


