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In thelatest installment of the New York Times bestselling I nspector Montalbano mystery series,
Montalbano investigates the death of wealthy accountant Cosimo Barlettain a case involving a string
of mistresses and family secrets.

Inspector Montal bano enjoys simple pleasures. delicious food, walks along the water, the occasional
smoke—yet these are just the backdrop to his duties as a detective.

His latest case isthe killing of the wealthy Cosimo Barletta. Thought to be awidower living out a quiet life
by the sea, Cosimo’ s sudden death, by gunshot to the neck, opens up his past to scrutiny. What Montalbano
uncoversis Cosimo’ strove of salacious photographs, used to extort young women, and a history full of
greed and corruption. Montalbano, though resolved to find the killer, muses on where justice lies—in his
pursuit of a suspect or with one of Cosimo’ s innumerable victims getting the revenge they deserved?

“The novels of Andrea Camilleri breathe out the sense of place, the sense of humor, and the sense of despair
that fillsthe air of Sicily.” —Donna Leon

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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Skip says

Very weak effort by Camilleri. A man isfound by his son shot to death at his breakfast table, but he was
aready dead from being poisoned when he was shot. As Inspector Montalbano investigates, his son and
daughter reveal that he was disliked by most, and loathed by the rest so the list of suspectsislong, including
anumber of women in their 20s being blackmailed for sexual liaisons. Unfortunately, the killers were way
too obvious, and there was little mystery in this one, other than the vagrant on the hill. Even Catarella's
butchering of names and language generally is growing a bit old now.

Skorofido Skorofido says

AOITTV 10?10 1O BIBA?0 V0 KAl L0 Y1a TOV T?TAO TOU, dIKO10?Tal VO dEK?PL. ZUYYPa@?a¢ TIOU
B?Cel Ta @?d1a oToV T?TAO TOU (V1aT? 010 DNA HOUL KUAZEL KO K?TL TT? 0X17), X0 ?PEl TNG EKTUNONG
MOV KOl TOU TO aVTATIOO?dW.

E?ua1 A?tpng Tou MOVTOAUTIAV0, TOU CTUVOUIKO? 2pwa TOU KOAA?PL. EVaI T?MO¢ LECOYEIOK 2C,
KOAOQAY?C, UE LOVADIK? OTI?TL E BEpMTA TIOL PA?TEI TN B2A0 000, TIOL TP? TA 58 TOU XPVIA ?XEl
OK?UO apPOBUVIOCTIKI? KAl TIOL AVEL TIC AOTUVOUIK?C TOL LTIOB?0EIC KaTaBpoxB?{ovTtag
MTOPUTIOVIO KOt TETP2PO PO OTOL NVTOO.

AlaB?lw ta BIPA?0 TOL 2XI VIO TO ACTUVOUIK? GAOTIAVC, 02T VIO TO PUXOYP 2PN O TOU SOAOEA0U
OAA? Y10 va {w TN {w? ToL MOVTOAUTIVO GTN ZIKEA?.

21N «@WAL? TNG 0X1?7¢», TO TIT2UA AV7KEL 0" VAV 2KQUAO AOYICT? TIOL OEV 2PNVE 0?TE BNAUKI? Y21
TIPOTIOVO2UEV KA1 Ol TI6avo? SOAOQPA Ol TIDAAO?.

ErE18? 2uwg Hov ap?0el va 201 KOl 0KPLBod7KaAL0, N A?0M TOU LUOTNP?0V OTO T?A0G OV 2PN oE
EPWITUATA AVATIVTNTA KAl A TIKPZAQ OTO OTUA VIAT? 2TV KOTATIOV2UOOTE UE K?Tola B72uata
oofap?, TP?MEl va TRIPAV0LY goBap?. Av 2tav 7AA0C OLYYPA Y20 G LE TO SOAOPNVO TIOUL OV

200 PE, B0 TOV £2XA EEPLV?0EL, OAA? 2XOUME KAl TIG AOLVANZEG HAC... T?200 TNYAVIT? UTOPUTIO VLA
QPAOUE HOL? OTOL NVTOO0, T?06C COAPTEC UE L2DLA KOI XTATIOOKI oG @PAePE N AVIEA DA, T?00
OLKEAL2TIKO KPAG? pOLPEaE OTN BEPVTA Ye 870 TN BPA0C0A... TOU TNV XAP?Lw auT?Tn @op?...
BaBuoAoy?a: 6/10

http://skorofido.blogspot.gr/2016/10/...

Sandra says

Unadelusione. In questo libro, scritto da Camilleri nel 2008 e pubblicato solo ora, manca molto: manca una
trama sostenibile, mancano le indagini di Montalbano, il giallo si risolve praticamente da solo senza cheiil
commissario si diatroppo dafare. Non solo: oltre amancanze ¢’ é anche molto di troppo: ci sono troppe
macchi ette ripetute che non fanno neanche piu sorridere, come il giudice Tommaseo che fa pena, anche
Catarellanon ha pit smalto, ¢'€ Livia sempre uguale a sé stessa, antipatica pit che mai, I’ unico personaggio
chemi é piaciuto é stato Augello, che in questa storia emerge come un bravo investigatore.
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Non parlo dellatrama perché svelerei troppi particolari, mi limito adire che € prevedibile e poco credibile,
come gia hanno scritto altri che I’ hanno letto prima di me. Per il futuro I’ unico Montalbano che frequenterd
saraquello televisivo.

vonne Rovira says

| have enjoyed Andrea Camilleri’ s Salvo Montalbano series for decades, awaiting on tenterhooks for the
English trandation of each gem. Even so, I’ d forgotten how laugh-out-loud funny Camilleri can be without
(usually) falling into slapstick silliness. A Nest of Vipers, the 21st novel in the series, provides the taut
mystery readers have come to expect while still providing lots of humor.

In this novel, a ruthless, womanizing businessman is found murdered at his beach house. There are so many
secretsinvolved in this Cosimo Barletta' s businesses, sexual proclivities and family that | dare not say much
more. Even though most readers will guess the final secret before the end, they won't care because the
writing and plotting are so excellent. Recommended.

Alex Cantone says

| first encountered Inspector Montalbano through the TV adaption screened by SBS with actor Luca
Zingaretti inthelead role. In“A Nest of Vipers’ the deceased, Cosimo Barletta, is aloan shark and
compulsive womaniser who chases, beds and secretly photographs young attractive women. We learn that
his wife drowned years earlier and there is friction between his adult daughter and son over the will,
compounded by the news that the autopsy showed the deceased to have been poisoned then shot.

Thisisthe fourth book in the series | have read, and has lost none of the charm of the others. Montalbano is
commissario di pubblica sicurezza in the fictitious Sicilian town of Vigata. He lives alone, has a housekeeper
who is a superb cook (he loves hisfood) and afiery long-term girlfriend Livia, who fliesin from time to time
from Genoa, both women hating each other. Montal bano despises the carabineri and the townsfolk include a
sprinkling of unsavoury characters, with afair amount of chicanery going on and links to mafiosa. Naturally
the suspect list islong and complex.

A pleasant and easy read, Camilleri has built along career in movies and TV, so the emphasis hereison
dialogue and gestures rather than lengthy descriptive passages, and technology islow key / unobtrusive.
Personally | would have liked greater detail on the countryside and architecture of the area, but he handles
unpleasant themes sensitively, without resorting to shock the reader. Recommended.

Manuel Ant&o says

If you'reinto stuff like this, you can read the full review.

Human Interconnectedness. "A Nest of Vipers' by Andrea Camilleri

PDF File: A Nest of Vipers... 4



Read and Download Ebook A Nest of Vipers...

Why is Catarella allowed to have any part in the operation of the station? He'd be an encumbrance even if
moved to toilet-cleaning duties. Why does Montalbano never seem to have any means of communicating
with the rest of the force on him? It's not that he can't get asignal since he's never shown to try! Why does he
appear to operate outside the rest of the force in his own time and to hisinclinations? He's more like a private
eye than a policeman. Catarellais almost certainly a“raccomandato”, i.e., someone who got his job thanks to
connections rather than going through a rigorous interview and testing process (in Portuguese would be
harder to trandate; | don’'t there’ s anoun for that; for the action, yes; it's called “meter uma cunha’, meaning
literally “to pull strings for somebody”). It happens an awful lot. But Catarella does crack computer codes,
week in week out, so he's good at something!

If you're into Mediterranean Crime Fiction, read on.

Baldurian says

M: "Pronto, signor Camilleri? Montalbano sono."

C: "Ah, carissimo, mi dica."

M: "Questa mia ultima indagine... ecco... non le sembra un po' raffazzonata?"

C: "Ma, come s permette!”

M: "Ecco vede, il finale si capisce dopo neanche meta romanzo, certi personaggi indossano magliette con la
scritta 'DEUS EX MACHINA, PIACERE', le parti di contorno alla vicenda sono ormai le stesse da Il cane di
terracotta e chi piti ne ha piu ne metta.

C: "Beh s, I'avevo scritto nel 2008 e la qualita era obbiettivamente bassina ma, visto che I'eta avanza,
ormai me ne frego e corro a pubblicare il pubblicabile, altrimenti alla Sellerio i bimbi non mangiano.”

M: "Ah, perfetto. L'importante € saperlo. Arisentirla.”

C: "A presto carissimo, e stia pronto ad una nuova entusiasmante serie di sciarratine con Livial"

D-E-L-U-D-E-N-T-E

Rosalba says

Si eratrattato d’amuri. Era possibbili adoperari ‘sta parola? Searriniscivi asuperari il disgusto, la
nausea, I’orrore, earrivavi alla sostanzia, forse si.

Anche gquesta volta Camilleri, pur affrontando un argomento molto delicato, € riuscito atrascinarmi e
coinvolgermi fino allafine, masu quel tipo d’amore ho del serissimi dubbi: chi amanon violal’innocenza,
protegge. Inutile ribadire che amo tutti i personaggi di questa serie, coni loro pregi ei loro difetti,
indistintamente.

VasilisKalandaridis says

Xw dlaB?0el oAa Ta BiAlapkia touv Camilleri pe ?pwa Tov Montalbano,dev LTT?PXEL AOITTV AY0G
VO OK2@TOpal Kol vo SNAVW av Jou ap?00uv ? 2X1.IMpo@avae T AATPE?W,eVal o av?00 yia
KA auT?¢ 01 1oTOP?eC.TO BIPALOPZKI E1VAL IDAVIK? VIO TIPOAA L.
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Nancy Oakes says

Not among Camilleri's best in this long-running series, but still worth the read for Montalbano fans.

Normally | would have nothing but praise for one of Camilleri's novels, but this time around | think that
Camilleri didn't go hisnormal distance. To be sure, the things | enjoy about this series are still here -- the
camaraderie between Salvo and his colleagues, the jokes built around the prosecutor and the doctor, the
lovely feel of thislittle slice of Sicily and Salvo himself -- but despite the somewhat horrific story which
unfolds, thisis definitely not up there with the author's best books in the series. First of all, | cottoned on to
what was going on long before Salvo figured it out which is never good; second, there's the introduction of a
somewhat enigmatic character whose purpose isn't quite clear until the end, where he provides a sort of
verbal deus ex machina that gives Salvo abit of a nudge in the right direction. Considering that Camilleri
had actually written (but not published) this novel in 2008 after writing The Potter's Field (2007) which later
won him the International Dagger Award, well, it could have been a much stronger book than it actually
turned out to be.

Still, the truth isthat once | became aware of where this story was headed, my stomach was churning, so it
did provoke a strong reaction; | was also quite impressed by one of the main themesin this book in which
Montalbano spends time pondering, as the back-cover blurb reveals, "where justice lies," and in this case,
readers are left with an outright serious conundrum. And now that I'm actually thinking about it, the way in
which Camilleri sets up the question within the titular "nest of vipers® isvery nicely done. It'stoo bad | can't
explain this thought in more detail but careful readers will understand.

| am pretty much unyielding (okay, downright persnickety) about reading books in series order, so my advice
isto not let A Nest of Vipers become your starting point in this series -- each book builds on the previous so
you'll missway too much if you don't read them in order. And while it may not be Camilleri's best, this book
is still well worth reading, especially for die-hard fans of the series among whom | count myself.

for more (containing a bit about plot but not too much and for sure no spailers),
http://www.crimesegments.com/2017/09/...

Paul says

A Nest of Vipers— Another Montalbano Classic

Time spent with a Montalbano mystery is aways ajourney of pleasure, pain and comfort. Pleasure because
the stories are so well written, the characters outstanding, the pain, being the actual crime, and the pleasure
the comedy and food. Seeing his constant worries about aging and his relationship with Livia, and his
relationship with food which is better than that with his colleagues.

Montalbano is called out to murder of aman killed in his own kitchen on a Sunday morning, having been
found by his son. Little does he know he is opening a Pandora’ s Box on dysfunctional families and this
family happen to be the poster family on dysfunctional.

Liviaalso on avisit has ‘adopted’ alocal tramp, that Montalbano has assisted, and she gives away clothing
to him. She also makes regular visits to him and worries about him when he comes down with the flu. She
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even tells Montalbano to visit him, when she has gone home to make sure he is well. Montalbano eventually
has an interesting conversation with the tramp, as he has decided to move on, that opens Montalbano’ s eyes.

All the usual characters appear in thisthriller along with Mimi’ s constant wanderings with other women,
Fazio' s diligence and Caterella stamping around. With plenty of visitsto Enzo’s, and the descriptions of the

food always makes my mouth water.

Once again, this Montalbano has been brilliantly transated into English, and the trandator, Stephen Sartarelli
needs congratulating on his fine work.

The only thing, when you finish one Montalbano you just hope there is another on the horizon.

Richard says

| just love the Montalbano series which with A Nest of Vipers came of age; the twenty-first outing for the
majority of these characters.

Set in Sicily by Andrea Camilleri and wonderfully translated by Stephen Sartarelli. Full of wonderful
locations, delightful food and great communication. It is no wonder these books translate so easily for the
successful TV series, but they can not fully capture the wit and clever humour that masks the horrors of the
crimes committed or the motivations of the killers. As a police procedurals they are of the highest standard as
amysteries they have depth and many points of interest and plot strands that fully involve you in the stories.
Here aman is reported as shot and murdered when his son arrived at his father’s home early one Sunday
morning. That the investigation throws up a growing list of suspects means that motives abound and the
victim clearing had not led a particularly good life.

From Chapter 4:

“In plain words, the number of people motivated by hatred for him probably reached three figures.

In even plainer words, the case was shaping up to be atremendous pain. There would be hundreds of leads to
follow , and they would all prove wrong in the end.

And it wasn't that he was itching to dive headlong into the investigation.

Because it was one thing to send the killer of W good man to jail, and it was something else entirely to put
away someone who had killed a stinking scoundrel.”

A beautifully crafted story, filled with intense moments and times of real pathos and revelation. The author
writes with sensitivity but unrestrained passion not wasting his punches but using words of implication,
sketching painful reality rather than graphic pictures to make his observations.

It is these subtle touches that show the author is atrue artist and aliterary genius.

He also has larger than life characters that go beyond stereotypes but reflect the worst extremes in aspects of
society.

Y ou can only love Catarella and his confusion; Adelina, Montalbano’ s housekeeper, and her dislike for
girlfriend Livia

Y ou can only chuckle regarding Tommaseo, the prosecutor, and his predilection for things of a sexual nature.
| love the interactions between Montalbano and the doctor who performs the autopsy. Pasquano shares a
similar appreciation for food as the inspector. When he disturbs the good doctor on the phone at home during
amesaltime Montalbano gets the information he needs but also. * Do you know what is my highest aspiration
inlife? To perform your post-mortem. *

These stories stand out as they are so human, where crime interjects with ordinary daily events. The world
Camilleri invitesyou into is arich and entertaining one filled with suspense but also reassurance. It is both
real and make-believe enabling the reader to share theills of society while being uplifted at the same time as
the stories resonate with your mind and very nature.

If you haven't pick up one of these books | urge you to do so; they might not change your life but they will
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leave asmile on your face. A Nest of Vipersisagood place to start but there are 20 previous novels to catch
up with. So the pleasure seems unbounded.

Roman Clodia says

Opening anew Montalbano is aways a delight, like being back with old friends. In this one, Camilleri
moves away from the stories of Mafia and public corruption, and instead focuses on a domestic killing and a
twisted family.

| have to confess that 1'd solved this one way ahead of Montalbano, but the enjoyment of these books goes
far deeper than whodunit. With Cat more muddled and muddling than ever, Tommaseo in his el ement with
pornographic photos, and Livia coming to stay for afew days, this oneis pure enjoyment.

Christina says

KOA? 2tav aAA? 10 &1 ?2Baca ?A0 yia va eraBefai 20w 2Tl €2Xa KOTAA?BEL aTT TNV 0pX? KAl TOV
O0A0@P0 KOl TO Y1AT? AMVE 0 AV0G

Jeanette says

This one had atruly dark core. A man has been murdered. TWICE! He's been shot in the head while sitting
up- the only thing isthis. It was a corpse that was shot, because he had been poisoned 15 minutes previously.

It's a Montalbano banquet every day with the food. Mimi does his usual work. Inside and outside of the
"job". Fazio is perfect. And the input officer never gets the name right, as usual. Liviaisfull frontal because
she's on athree day visit from Genoa and isin agym phase perfection on top of it. And she tried to make
Silvio pasta herself. That isa FIRST. Of course he was IMMEDIATELY "called away".

But for some reason, as good as these personality cuts are- and they are super finein print; | still find them
BETTER in the visualsthan | do in the word forms of Camilleri novels. MUCH islost in the lack of facial
and hand expression, IMHO. And the "looseness* of the station in general. (All of that double door opening
and closing ritual, for instance.) Although Camilleri is a genius with the words that DO portray some depth
of the nuance. The television series that you can obtain filmed in Italy with English subtitles (he writes
approvals) IS AWESOME. I've seen every single one- and some of them are difficult to obtain through loan
sources. | think at this point, nearly two dozen. Each is a 80-90 minute Italian production- downtoaT
duplication of the novels. Plusthat BEACH!!

Bureaucracy blocks everything as usual and individual skirting the "rules’ triumphsin numerous small and
feminine causes, in particular. Everybody constantly lies about where they are eating too, as usual. But
eventually the nest of the title is raided through some long ago letters. And emptied by confession and a
suicide. This particular family's nest makes the Corleone's ook a standard issue bird box in comparison.
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