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Little does Brendan know that stopping the witch isonly the beginning...

When a mad witch with amagically crafted and frightfully powerful Obsidian Dagger threatens to obliterate
humanity and overtake the magic clans of the Celtic Isles, destiny forces 17-year-old American, Brendan
O'Neal, and his younger sister, Lizzie, to intervene. Joining the desperate princess of the Leprechauns,
Dorian, and her two loyal companions, Rory and Biddy, they embark on a dangerous and wondrous
adventure across Ireland and Scotland to thwart the witch and save mankind.

Battling the witch’s mutated forces of magical beings, the heroic band will have to reach deeper into
themselves than they ever thought possible to find the strength, courage, and will to see their quest through
to the end. Brendan will soon learn that the lines between reality, mythology, and divinity are more blurred
than he ever imagined.

Thisis an action-packed fantasy adventure for fans of young adult fiction with a story telling craft that
appeals to adults and teenagers alike. If you liked Percy Jackson and the Olympians, Fablehaven, and the
Trylle series, you won't want to miss The Obsidian Dagger!
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From Reader Review The Obsidian Dagger for online ebook

Peter says

The Obsidian Dagger is YA fantasy novel that | found to be a quick, enjoyable read. The book kept moving
along, without having to force situations. It wasn't my favorite book in this genre, but it was above average.

| received this book for free as part of Goodreads First Reads.

Elizabeth Turnbull says

Brad LaMar has written an action-packed fantasy peppered with witty dialogue that's sure to please readers
of al ages. Set in the Celtic Ides, this young adult fantasy novel takes readers on an exciting journey across
Ireland and Scotland with teenager Brendan and his younger sister Lizzie. Together, they team up with the
princess of the leprechauns on a quest to defeat a witch who wants to take over the magic clans and all of
humanity. (She's not ambitious...)

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel are the characters. Brendan is every bit 17, with the
insecurities, doubts, and flaws facing every teenager who ever lived. And yet, in the face of danger, he,
Lizzie, and Dorian are able to rise above their human shortcomings and find the courage to complete their
quest. The banter among the characters keeps the conversation light and entertaining, and by the middle of
the book, the action doesn't stop. Thisisaquick, thrilling read that's sure to please any fantasy reader.

Brad also shines by bringing to life some of the less famous characters of Celtic Myths, and he does a
beautiful job of turning our expectations of characters upside down.

If you like The Lightning Thief or Heroes of Olympus, then you must read The Obsidian Dagger.

Michelle says

Have you ever read abook slow, not because it was bad but because you just didn't want it to end? The
Obsidian Dagger by Brad LaMar was one of those books to me. It follows Brendan and Lizzie along with
their father Oscar as they travel to Ireland to find out about their family history, that is until things get alittle
crazy and they have to defeat an evil witch. It was afun, exciting, fast paced adventure with atouch of
humor. The banter between Brendan and Lizzie was so true to life, | can picture my kids being the same way
when they are their age. Even when the story gets alittle "unbelievable" the characters question or point out
everything giving this book a"real" feel. Their travel companions Dorian, Rory and Bibby are such love-able
character. Morna and Dullaghan were awesome evil. | loved the writing style as the story was told by all the
characters not just thru the eyes of one. The only thing | thought the story could use was a bit more
description of the world or surroundings just to give that | feel like | was there feeling. Other then that |
would recommend this book to any middle grade, ya or adult who like a good modern day fantasy, taking
myth and legend and giving it new life. I'm happy to be able to add this book to my favoriteslist and | can
not wait for the next book!!! Happy reading :)
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Sylvia D says

So disappointing.

(Note: | read thison my kindle, so | truly don't know whether the errors resulted from ebook conversion or
they were in the original manuscript. Given that alot of errors were word misuses, it's hard to give the
benefit of the doubt.)

This book needed an editor and BAD. Rather, since the author acknowledges two editors and a proofreader,
he needed someone... better. | can forgive an errant typo in a published work IF and only if it happens once.
If twice, the story better be abso-friggin-lutely amazing to make me forgive and forget. Not so, in this case.
And, I'm not an English snob or anything (I honestly couldn't care if you use 'your' in place of 'you're' or vice
versa. I'll still acknowledge your worth to society). But, I'm the type of reader that, when I'm reading, | want
to immerse myself wholly in awork and finish it in one sitting and look up to find that 5 hours have elapsed
without me redlizing. The only way (for me) to do that isif the mechanics of the writing don't distract me.
So, | don't know, | take it as a slight against the sanctity of fiction writing if it wasn't proofread, like, at all.

If you think I'm exaggerating, | high-lighted every typo//word error | found (and, | was skimming for part of
the way, so it's not even like | was using a fine-toothed comb on this) and came up with about 25+ instances.
Some of my favorites:

+ 'Right on queue' instead of 'right on cue'.

+ A baggage carousal instead of carousel (it's like the inanimate pieces of luggage are partying and having a
riotously good time).

+ NO clue on the differences between peak, peek, and pique; between hoard and hor de (he hedges his bets
at one point and just uses both within a page or so of one another); between shone and shown (though, he
manages to use both consistently wrong. If he had just switched each one, it would've been fine); and finally,
between lay vs. lie (since this one is becoming more and more common, it doesn't bother me that much. At
least, not as much as the others).

+ 'Low and behold' instead of 'lo and behold'; 'l was relieving amemory' instead of 'reliving'. Something
was 'scrapping' against the wallsinstead of 'scraping'.

+ Worst offender that had me shaking my kindlein a blind rage: HE CAN'T EVEN SPELL HIS
CHARACTER'S NAMES CORRECTLY. At one point 'Dorian’ becomes 'Dorain’; 'Usis becomes 'Osis;; |
have not a fucking clue whether one character is supposed to be ‘Nuada' or 'Nauda' because he uses both
interchangeably.

+ There'smore. Trust me, there's alot more. Errant apostrophes, missing commas, extrawords, weird words
(What's an 'elusive' facial expression? Why use ‘absurdness when you can quite easily use the word
‘absurdity'??)

This honestly felt like reading someone's rough draft. Even if you were to disregard all the mechanical
errors, the story still lacks depth. Everything happens so fast and so predictably. Some places, | can't even
tell what's going on because there's not enough description. There's about ZERO character development, no
emotional resonance for anything that happens. There's one or two plot twists that nobody (that is, the
characters within the universe) seems to care about. There's afloating narrator who is at times omniscient
and at other times limited. Cringe-worthy dialog. Unreal reality. The list goes on.

All in al, it was avery frustrating read. | see alot of other reviewers comparing this to the Percy Jackson
series. Yeah, | guess so, except it was kind of like reading someone else's bad fan-fiction on the series.

Ugh.
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Joy Wilson says

Middle school fantasy

I had this book on my reading list because of her review | read in afantasy magazine. | was unaware that the
book is primarily written for middle school students. Once | realized the age level for the text | changed my
mind on the things | would critique. For ayoung reader the pacing is good the characters are interesting
enough although there is a bit too much of the familiar casting. There is the obvious enemy , the obvious
hero, and alot of interest too. Thething | appreciated was the different take the author had on Celtic
mythology . Clearly Mr. Lamar is setting up for along series whose main characters are born of the myths on
the Scottish and British Isles. If | wasin sixth grade again | would probably love these books and so | will
recommend them to young readers who enjoy afantasy with high paced exciting action, not too much
snarkiness, and characters that you will want to befriend. There are some obvious grammatical and spelling
errors that hopefully will be corrected shortly. | think this series has potential to be long-lived for younger
students, but | don't think an adult reader of fantasy will want to dig in due to the low level of reading , and
the obvious plots.

Debbie Fox says

Thisis not my normal genre however, | really did enjoy this book and | hope the next oneis as good.

Paula Howard says

The Obsidian Dagger by Brad LaMar is a delightful youth novel. What is also exciting, to me, isthat Brad
LaMar teaches at a school district that is 20 minutes from mine . A local author.

The Obsidian Dagger is Celtic Mythology. It is going to attract those students who have ravished all the the
Percy Jackson Books.

The O'Neals, Oscar, Brandon and Lizzie are headed to Ireland as Oscar wants to learn more about the O'Neal
family history. Asteens, Lizzie and Brandon, are far from thrilled.

Oscar is being followed and "influenced" by an unknown presence that we never find out in book 1 who heis
or what is ultimate godl is.

Brandon and Lizzie get sucked in to a modern battle of magic. Centuries ago the Magic Clans (L eprechauns,
Mermaids, Merrows and Sidhes) held a council and decided that they were remain hidden and not interact
with other magical clans or be seen by the humans.

The only group no totally in agreement were the Wizards and Witches but they agreed to the covenant.
Morna, awitch, has decided that enough is enough and begins to capture the royal leaders of the other clans.

By draining them of their magic, she can gain control of the clans and the humans.

An unlikely group of three Leprechauns (Dorian - princess, Rory and Biddy) join forces with Brandon and
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Lizzieto free Dorian's father.
There are so many unknowns |eft at the end of the 1st book.... Brandon finds heis a seer and is Nauda's
champion (whoever that is), there is an unknown presence that will create more evil and Oscar O'Nedl is still

under control of our unknown man.

Just enough cliffhanger that makes the reader itching to read the next installment of the story.

Betty Turnbull says

| loved the adventure. It takes readers to another side of world and enters into another dimension. | loved
how the Leprechaun clan was portrayed. So different than what we're used to. Left me wanting to be able
dideinto their world for just alittle while. Can't wait for the next one in the series. Well done, Brad.

Mary Goad says

The book will definitely grab ahold of you. | can't keep it on the selves of my library.

Kimberly (Book Swoon) says

The Obsidian Dagger by Brad A. LaMar isan action packed, page-turning fantasy adventure set in
magical Ireland and Scotland featuring a sister and brother team who end up on a quest of alifetime.

A Brother and Sister Duo. Into theland of legend we go - Ireland and Scotland

Y oung 17-year-old American, Brendan O’ Neal, and his younger sister, Lizzie have just arrived in Ireland
with their father on aresearch trip. Brendan does not believe in magic (way too old for that) nor does he
enjoy entering the land rich in legend and folklore. With his younger sister getting on his nerves and a father
whose completely lost in his dream-come-true research opportunity, Brendan fears his vacation will be little
else than potatoes, goats, grass, rain and endless singing of Danny boy.

Witches, Wizards and L eprechauns... Oh my!

Everything changes when a mad witch with a deadly, magical Obsidian dagger threatens not only members
of the Celtic other realm, but plans on taken on the human realm as well. Suddenly, Brendan and Lizzy find
themselves at the center of awar between the magical clans of the Celtic Isles. Brendan and Lizzie join
forces with the princess of the L eprechauns, Dorian and her two loyal companions, Rory and Biddy in order
to free her father, who ends up being kidnapped and held hostage by the witch, along with several other
magical beings from the other realm.

Courage, friendship and the need for good to triumph over evil

Thiswas afun and entertaining read. Geared towards the middle school / pre-teen age group, this highly
action driven plot, uniqueillustrations, and visually descriptive writing will keep younger readers turning the
pages. A fun setting, with tons of unique characters from Celtic myths and legends making an appearance in
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thisstory. The plot is straightforward with its bread-crumb quest to the witches evil realm in order to free all
the captives. Light and funny characters, new friendships and a sweet crush help balance out the bad guys,
making it not too scary. But, what readers, especially those easily bored, will find most exciting and
captivating are the numerous creatures sprinkled throughout the story, both on the heroes and villains side.

| would recommend this tale to pre-teens or middle grade readers, rather than young adults due to its stronger
action oriented theme rather than characterization. Even though the lead character is a seventeen-year, the
feel is more pre-teen. Sweet and fun. | can see this being read as alarger chapter book, easily capturing the
imagination of those hard to connect readers!

My Rating: 4 Stars. | really liked it!

PLEASE NOTE: A courtesy review copy of this book was provided by Light Messages Publishing in
exchange for my fair review. Thank you Light Messages Publishing for the review opportunity!

Lori Lamar says

What | loved about the book was the humor and fun mixed in with the danger of the story. Good writing and
afunread.

Michael Blackmor e says

Not perfect but a pretty good first volume for anew children's fantasy series.

Sometimes the pacing and characterization felt like it was rushed a bit in the world building, but not so much
that it too problematic.

And certainly world building isinteresting and my curiosity is peaked just enough by the hints of what is
unfolding that I've already preordered the next volume.

Jaime says

I won this book from Goodreads. A father is needing to do some family research in Ireland and decidesto
take histwo kids along and turn it into a vacation. Soon the children find out that their vacation has turned
into an adventure! Brendan and his sister Lizzie find themsel ves making friends with Dorian, the daughter of
the king of leprechauns. When Dorian's father the king of leprechauns is kidnapped by awitch trying to steal
magical beings powers, Brendan soon offers to help rescue him. Brendan finds himself smitten by Dorian
and aromance blooms soon on their adventure. There are many other fun and magical creatures throughout
this book. Brendan also discovers there is much more to himself then he ever knew and the book leavesit to
where you know more adventures await in store for these characters. | recommend this book to young middle
school aged children. | enjoyed this book and appreciated winning it. | look forward to seeing what else
author Brad A. LaMar hasin store for us!
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Beth Browne says

Thisreview isin the words of my twelve-year-old son, who enjoyed the book very much and wanted to
recommend it to others.

Brandon and Lizzie are American kids, visiting Scotland with their dad when they meet Dorian, ayoung
Scottish girl. Rory and Biddy are Leprechauns who enlist the kids to find the king of the Leprechauns who
had been captured by awitch.

| liked this book because the characters were likable and the story was interesting. It had a very good bad guy
in the witch and it sets you up for the next book. | can’t wait to read the next one.

Triciasays

This was an excellent young reader fantasy novel! | thoroughly enjoyed the adventure, and LaMar's use of
Celtic mythology inspired me to look more deeply into those traditions. Brendan and Lizzie O'Neal,
American siblings, travel to Ireland with their father to look into the roots of their family tree. While
exploring the countryside, the two spot a L eprechaun village and literally stumble into the middle of a
centuries-long feud among the magical races. They team up with the Princess of the Leprechauns and afew
other interesting companions to do battle with an evil witch who intends to use the Obsidian Dagger to rid
the world of the plague of humanity. Fans of Percy Jackson will devour this book. | know | did! There'sa
satisfying conclusion to the events of this book, but the witch is only the beginning, and LaMar hintsat a
more terrifying evil threatening to change the world as we know it. | can't wait for more in this series!
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