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Lovethy neighbor, 'tis said. A fine idea, except when the neighbor in question is Lord Holden. Lady Helen
Tiernay has complained frequently about his treatment of his people. Too frequently perhaps, for the king
intendsto curb their constant bickering by ordering them to wed. Helen can’t refuse aroyal decree, but she'll
do everything possible to drive away her devilishly attractive husband-to-be.

Holden has faced al manner of horrors on the battlefield. But marriage to “the tyrant of Tiernay” isstill a
worrying prospect—until he glimpses Helen in the flesh. What flesh it is...soft, lush, made for his touch. If
she weren’t so intent on thinking up devious ways to prevent consummating their bond, Helen would see
how perfect they are together, and that a marriage begun as enemies can turn to absolute pleasure.
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Jilly says

Y ou were good but you were on too long...

Y eah, the book was funny... at first.
But, it was like ajoke that is run to the ground until nobody is laughing anymore.

So, we have aLord and Lady who are bickering, via old timey letters, to the king. His aide has the great idea
to make them marry each other so that they have to solve their differences on their own. The king does a
decree, and the enemies have to get married. Of course, neither of them want this, so the female comes up
with abunch of schemesto make the male call off the wedding:

Eating raw garlic so her breath is horrible
Serving him horrible tasting beer

Serving him inedible food

Giving him aterrible room with fleasin his bed
Teaching her dog to hump hisleg on command

Now, hey, those are great ideas! | am all about how hilarious it was when she was enacting her plan, and
especialy liked it when he finally got what she was up to and started fighting back. But then....she won't let
it go. She continues to be stinky - even wrapping her body in stinkweed, after the wedding. It was over, man!
Letit go!

But, no, she became like a dog who likesto roll in shit. She got some sort of stinky addiction going and it
just wasn't funny anymore. It was more sad. And, like a problem or something.

That'sright, | found her aslikable as scumbag-dog.

Then, we had the thing where someone is trying to kill the guy. And, same thing, it was funny for awhile,
but then it just got to be kind of sad and cringe-worthy. How much can one man, in the age of barbarian-
medical practices, take? It was like he turned into Steve-O.

Thisisgoing to end well...

Finally, the fact that these two dumbasses took the entire book to figure out who was trying to kill him??
Well, actually, it wasn't that surprising considering that sherollsin shit and he's a crash test dummy. | guess|

can't complain about that one.

Still, it had its moments. | definitely laughed afew times.

Brandy says

Thefirst 7 of 10 hrsis about how the heroine makes herself stinky so the hero won't marry her. Ugh. | gave
up.
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Floryie says

| have already read a couple of Lynsay Sands' booksin the past. So | was pretty happy to find a chance to
take part in the blog tour. Though | was familiar with her style, each of her books is different. And it's been
more than 5 years since | last read her books. So | was a bit nervous when starting the book. | believe now
that | needn't have worried. She is as awesome as my memory.

The prologue set the stage with an intriguing marriage proposal by the King. And thus started the story of
getting-one-over of Helen and Holden. The author has the perfect mix of romance and humour in the tale.
The romanceis sweet and hot in turns. Oh the way they protest! Thisis one of my favourite pairing with
their stubbornness and penchant for mischief. There were so many scenes where | laughed out loud. Their
antics brought lots of fun to me and thisis something | cherish. It's rare to find an author who does fun

properly.

The characters are no less entertaining in their innate sense. Helen is sweet but gutsy with her plan to foil the
wedding. Holden is such a guy but with a soft heart. The side characters add their own slant to the
protagonists, highlighting their traits and the story.

The story flowed so easily and | was mesmerized enough to lose myself completely in it. The sense of
mystery about the person who ordered such villainous acts adds to the book's allure. | have to say that the
author has done a commendable job with her explanation for the villain's acts. Though | found that it was
easy to guess the antagonist's identity, the whys was complicated enough to keep my attention.

| am once again afan of Lynsay Sands and | am itching to reread the books | read way back and to continue
reading her newer books too. | can recommend her books to historical romance fans with absolute certainty!

| received a copy for reviewing purposes. | voluntarily review it without any bias. These are all my own
thoughts on the book.

My oneline review : A romance with mischievous protagonists who make you laugh out loud!
My rating : 5/5

My reread factor : 4/5

Michele says

Actual Rating: 3.5 Stars
See full review at HarlequinJdunkie.com
Bliss was a hilarious enemies to lovers historical romance with aforced marriage, prank wars, and a bit of

mystery to top it al off nicely. Well, in addition to the heat between our hero and heroine, as you would
expect from a book written by Lynsay Sands.
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Poor Hethe. Poor, poor Hethe. Our hero went through more than his fair share of issues in this book. Whew.
Not only was he forced to enter into marriage with Helen, whom he didn’t know very well and who did
everything in her power to push him away—funny pranks and otherwise—but he also had someone out to
murder him. Author Lynsay Sands admitted that she was “going through something” when she wrote this
and kind of took it out on Hethe and boy she wasn't kidding. He thankfully had the personality to take it all
in stride (for the most part) and even got his own funny hi jinks and digsin. Read More

Anne says

Thismay be the funniest book 1've ever read!
I honestly can't tell you the last time | laughed this hard while reading something.
Every pagewasjust...

Now, I'd like you to keep in mind I'd had a teeny bit to drink, so this may have seemed funnier than it
actualy was.
Because some days...

But | don't think that wasit. Not really. | mean, you can only have so much to drink before you can no longer
see thewordsin front of you, and in my personal experience that's when shit startsto get funny. And |
simply wasn't quite there yet, if you get my drift. (view spoiler)

So, yeah, | was thoroughly shocked by how much | really loved this crazy story!

Now if you're looking for something that's historically accurate, you'll probably want to pass this one up.
Sands makes a halfhearted attempt to throw in afew old-timey sounding words every now and then, but
that's about the extent of it.

But if you're like me, and tend to get vaguely annoyed by historical romances that try too hard to stay in line
with the times, because for godssakel justwantfluffychickporn!?

Y eah. Then thiswill fit the bill.

Besides, sometimes funny just doesn't translate well into medieval times.

Or whenever thisthing was set. I'm not a fucking scholar, you know!

Ok, so these two are bothering the king so much with all of their bickering that (for very contrived reasons)
he forces them to get married.

Again, if you're someone who can't overlook an over the top storyline in romances, you'll be wanting to
move aong. Everything about thisis just so excessively nuts that you've just got to go with it or you'll end
up driving yourself insane nitpicking.

Don't bethat person!

Anyway. These two are annoying the king, so he sends a church guy (Bishop? Priest? Something...?) to their
respective castles/fortshouses to order them to get hitched and work their shit out.

And while Lord Hethe Holden isn't happy about it, Lady Helen Tiernay takes her reluctance to awhole
'nother level. See, for years she's witnessed first-hand Lord Holden's cruel punishments, and done her best to
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shelter and save his people from the harsh sentencing of petty crimes. So there's no way she wants this man
in charge of her own home and people!

Helen believes that if Hethe, being one of the king's best and most loyal soldiers, argues against the marriage
enough, he'll probably let them out of it. So with the help of her aunt and best friend/maid, they concoct a
plan that they're sure will make Lord Holden beg hisway out of this engagement. She can't alter her looks
because the church guy already knows she's not a hag, but her body odor and breath?

Up for grabs, baby!

These two go at it for the better part of the book, and the descriptions of what they put each other through
had me LOLing till my face hurt! Smells, rashes, fleas, rancid food...you name it.
Again, | fully admit | wastipsy, but | died laughing over this stuff!

There's also this whole mystery asto who is responsible for all the evil stuff that was donein Lord Holden's
name. | mean, obviously the hero of the story isn't going to be a psychopath who enjoys torturing people, so |
don't think I'm spoiling anything here. There was a decent twist (even though | guessed it) as to what had
been happening to keep it from being too bland a part of the story. Good enough, | say!

Because the part where she's dipped and rolled herself in something so foul that he can't keep it up on their
wedding night more than makes up for anything else the 'plot' may be lacking...

Ok, so you've got to put yourself in my place to understand how unexpectedly hilarious | found this.
First, thisthing is about 16 years old. Look at that cover!

Look at it!

I'm not 100% sure, but it looks like it's that hybrid photo-drawing thing.

shudders

Yikes! Y ou know romances are old when you see that shit!

Then you've got thetitle. Bliss.

WTF? That literally has nothing to do with anything remotely connected to the plot.

At. All. Bliss. The fuck?

Add to that the super-descriptive blurb:

Forced to wed by King Henry, two rival nobles, Lord Holden and Lady Tierney, learn that no matter what
hijinks they pull to keep themselves removed, love will always bring them back together.

Seriously? Nothing about that makes me want to read this book.

With all those strikes against it, I'm atad amazed that | even grabbed thisone. In fact, | couldn't tell you for
sure what possessed me to download it, so I'll just assume it was the gods of Trashy Romance intervening on
my behalf.

Thank you, btw...
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L over of Romance says

This review was originally posted on Addicted To Romance

Blissisareissue of amedieva historical eraromance that was first published in 2001. | am a huge fan of
this author, and her historical's are so lightehearted and fun to read, and not books you should take serioudly,
they arejust arelaxing respite. At first | thought | had read Bliss many years ago, but | remember setting this
aside, because | just wasn't in the mood for this type of angst romance. Its not your typical angsty romance,
its pretty hilarious at times. This couple they are a hoot especially in all the tricks they play on each other. So
the gist of the story is, that both Lord Holden and Lady Helen are at odds with each other, constantly
complaining to the King about their problems. Well, the King is tired of getting numerous complains about
these two parties, so he and his advisor come up with the idea that they should marry, and that way it would
solve his problems. So these two are to marry and while settling the "agreement" Helen comes up with the
idea that she can't marry Lord Holden, and starts to play horrible tricks on him. Eating cloves of garlic so her
breath makes him never wanting to kiss her, cooking his food so its hard as rocks, spoiling his wine and even
pushing his fear boundaries. But Lord Holden isn't a pansie, and plays his own tricks back. And boy does he
do agood job with it too. He definitely holds his own again Helen especially she isthe one that starts these
tricks.

Y ou see at the beginning why Helen holds such an animosity toward Hethe. Its basically a misconception
about his actions towards his tenants, which she has had to take in. But as the story progresses, we learn that
the problems in the very beginning of the story, that causes their conflict has more to do with actions of a
third party. But boy isit fun seeing this couple battle each other's wills and passions. | will say that once it
got to about half way, their relationship started to mellow out, and thisiswhere | started to really become
captivated by thispair. They begin to see certain truths about each other, and act on their growing feelings
for each other. The small and gentle ways they begin to let go of their anger and frustation towards each
other, and begin to have more understanding and caring towards each other is what really wins me over.
Now don't get me wrong, the first half of the story is highly entertaining and | guarantee that it will make you
laugh at their antics. But we also see other sides to their relationship, and even the way they learn early on to
admire each other.

I will say that even though there were many aspects of the story | truly enjoyed, | felt like the
lightheartedness in the beginning and humor was a bit too high strung for me. | enjoyed it quite a bit,
however | did struggle at times with this story. | wasn't able to fully connect with the story as much as |
wanted to. There are many wonderful aspects to this story, but | did have a more challenging time engaging
with the characters occasionally.

Overdl Blissisawildly hilarious romance that will give you barrels of laughter, and delivers awitty and
intrigue packed romance of the medieval era.

Edwina" | LoveBooks' " Deb" says
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Blissis an Outstanding story. When Lady Helen Tiernay is order by King Henry to marry her neighbor "The
Hammer" Lord Heathe Holden she is determine to make him cry off. She hates him and believes he has done
some horrible things to the tenants that live on hisland.

This story is Hilarious, the characters are just loveable. Its fast paced excellent writing and dialog between
the H/H. There is also someone trying to kill Lord Holden. | love Lady Helen, her aunt and there maids
Hijinks. They come up with some of the funnies ways to make Heathe cry off. Soon Heathe finds out what
they are up too. So does the Kings man Lord Templeton who has come to see the marriage takes place. Heis
aso very funny. He has had enough of the delays of the marriage and consummation. So he seesto it LOL!!

Once the couple comes together they have a hot sensual marriage and grow in love with each other.
Truly aenjoyable story | couldn't put it down. The story leaves you with a smile on your face.

Adrya Ribeiro says

45

Como amo a Lynsay! Que deliciade estérial Fazia um tempo que riatanto assim.

O plano que a Helen planeja para ndo casar com o Hethe é diabolicamente divertido e ver como tudo
acontece foi delicioso.

O Hethe foi de uma paciéncia com €ela, que se fosse eu, ndo teria..heheheh

E o mistério, mesmo tendo descoberto desde o inicio, foi satisfatéria a resolucéo.

Laurathe Highland Hussy says

| swear | read thiswhen | went on aLynsay Sands kick last year, but for the life of me, | can't remember
anything about it! | guessthat sumsit up. But | remember being annoyed with LS for creating overly-naive
heroines that to me, al feel interchangeable. For the last 4 books I'veread by LS, al the heroines are naive to
the point of stupidity. | know that LS is known for her humorous situations, but it's the same situation every
time! Just new names and new storylines. Same joke. Once, it's funny. After that it's like when alittle kid
tellsajoke, you laugh at it once, so they think it's funny 10 more times.

Sophie Bar nes says

This book was originally released in 2001 but thisisthe first timel'veread it and | have to say that although
I'm not a big fan of medieval romance, this one was such fun!

Lady Helen Tiernay and Lord Holden have never met and yet the pair can't stand each other. Helen knows
Holden is a cruel and unforgiving beast of a man while he knows she's an impossible shrew. So when the
king decides to put an end to their constant complaints about each other by demanding they marry, trouble
ensues...

How creative can one woman be when trying to make her intended break off an engagement? The answer is
very! From foul breath to lice infested bedding, Helen embarks on an all out attack. The fact that the man
she's attacking is far more handsome and likable in person than she'd expected will not dissuade her. After
all, she knows how he mistreats his people. Or does she?
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Meanwhile, Holden is doing his best to stomach the drink and food he's being served while visiting Helen's
home, not to mention the stench attached to his beautiful bride to be. Until he finds out that it'sall a
deliberate ploy to frighten him off and he decides to respond in kind.

If you haven't read this yet, | highly recommend that you do. There were several hilarious moments leading
up to the tender ones that eventually lead to love between perfectly matched couple.

L isarenee says

Loved it! Sandsis definitely in my top 5 romance authors. About two people who have complained one too
many times to the King about each other and wind up being ordered by the King to marry. So Helen, Lady
"Tyrant" of Tiernay, sets out to make Hethe, Lord "hammer" of Holden, not want her as awife and refuse the
King's order. The ways she attempts to discourage him is very funny.

Pamela(AllHoney) says

What many would consider alight romance. Lots of humor to keep you amused.

If | based my rating on the historical feel and accuracy then it would probably only get a star or two but | rate
on entertainment and felt it deserved 4.

Crista says

| have never really thought about this until reading this book, but how many authors can make you laugh out
loud...regardless of whose around or where you are. | can think of four.....Susan Elizabeth Phillips, Jennifer
Crusie, and Julie Garwood, but Lynsay Sandsisin aleague all her own.

Thisbook isfunny...really funny. It isabit over-the-top, but it isrealy funny nevertheless. Here's the
premise. The king is sick of getting letters of complaints from Lady Helen Tiernay about Lord Hethe Holden
and vice versa, so her orders them married. Both are not happy about the order, but Hethe begrudging goesto
Tiernay to do the king's bidding. The ways that Helen goes about trying to thwart Hethe's attempt to wed her
are the parts of the book that are so laced with humor that it's difficult to even get through a paragraph
without laughing.

Although the plot is elementary and the characters are a bit cliche'd, the true rarity and blessing that it isto
"have agood laugh" makes this book truly priceless. | recommend this author and this book with a smile on
my face and a giggle in my throat

Martel says

If the contest existed, this book would without doubt win the first price for the most inadequate title ever.
The poor hero goes trough quite an ordeal trough the book, for the reader's greatest enjoyment :)
In fact, you have two distinct partsin this novel, the first, hilarious, as the heroine tries her best to discourage
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amarriage with her despised neighbor, and a second one more serious between romance and the search for
the villain. The main difference was that the heroine's actions were quite harmless and the villain's deadly.
So no much bliss for the poor hero. Maybe for the reader ?

Anyway, | laughed alot and had agreat time ;)

Sissy's Romance Book Review says

Book Review For: 'Bliss by Lynsay Sands 'Bliss by Lynsay Sandsis the story of Hethe, Lord Holden and
Lady Helen. Thisbook is are-release and was first published around 2010. | am so happy that it has been
released again with its new cover. Ms. Sands books are some of my favorite books in the world. They are
funny, emotional, hot and have great characters. | will never be able to say enough about her books. This
story is about Lord Holden who is awidower and Lady Helen who has never married writing to the King
Henry...each write aletter to him complaining about the other. Those |etters seem to arrive at the same time
to the King. Which has turned out to be apain in his side....when he talks over the problem with one of his
men of courts he suggested that they marry each other. They will then either settle their arguments or kill
each other he jokes. Hethe nor Helen have every actually met in person..although Hethe remebers seeing
Helen with she was around 10 years old. But each only really know the other by stories and hearsay. Helen
knows that she won't be able to break the engagement but thinks that if she can get Hethe to back out of the
marriage then she is home free. So Helen tries several things to throw him off but Hethe goes forward with
the King's orders. | loved watching these two try to work past their schemes and then start working together.
Thisisastory that you will want to keep reading over and over...its not aone time read for sure!"My honest
review isfor aspecial copy | voluntarily read.”

https://www.amazon.com/gp/profile/A2H... https:/twitter.com/soapsrust8
https://www.facebook.com/RomanceBookR... http://booklikes.com/bloghttps.//roma...
https://www.tumblr.com/blog/romancebo...

Ann Lorz says

Reviewed for Romancing the Readers Blog: https.//romancingthereaders.blogspot....

| love reading Lynsay Sands books. There is just something about them. Her characters just jump right of the
pages. | love laughing and enjoying her books. So when | saw this one come up for review | knew that | had
to read.

| was also very shocked that | missed reading it when it first came out! How the hell did that happen?

We'll guesswhat? It didn't. After | read the first chapter | knew right away that | already read it. Of course |
read it again because...why not? | love her books and it was just as fun the second time as the first.

This story cracked me up! How these two acted towards each is pure fun. Well at least for us. For them it
was afrustrating. They really didn't like each other and worked really hard to make each other unhappy.

Silly thing was it was for al the wrong reasons.

Their enemy wasn't each other. Of course that took them awhile to figure out. Good for us, bad for them. If
you haven't yet read this one you really should. Y ou'll love the humor and wonderful love story in it. It was
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30 worth the second read.

Follow me on:
https.//www.facebook.com/RomancingThe...

ARC Received for ahonest review

BookL over says

DNF @ 75%

| started off amused (as | often am with Lynsay Sands books) at the comedy of errors that was Heathe and
Helen. It was full of confusion and misconception on both of their parts, causing each to resort to nasty
pranks and plotsto try to push the other to back out of marriage, which had been forced by the king. But as
the book went on and neither of them had gotten to know the other AT ALL, it just became a book of nasty
practical jokes and didn't seem so funny anymore. There was no chemistry, no subtle doubts because they
were getting to know each other. No, these two barely spoke or acknowledged one another. Instead, the
plotted. At 75%, they are married but there is no end in sight to them turning a corner and now | just don't
care.

Naduah says

This book was supposed to be comical? Not funny at al. If there weren't sexual situations, this book would
have been for children. | serioudly thought | was reading a book intended for elementary children. Helen's
scheming was juvenile. The plot was not logical. Helen did everything she could to deter Lord Hethe from
marrying her -- but that made absolutely no sense because Hethe had zero choice in the matter. Hethe was
also forced by the King! If Hethe had disobeyed the King, it would have been as serious as treason. Helen
trying to turn off Hethe was only a small part of the plot. Here's the main plot -- Hethe gets injured, doesn't
take time to rest and get strong...because of that Hethe gets injured a 2nd time, doesn't take time to rest and
get strong...because of that Hethe gets injured a 3rd time, doesn't take time to rest and get strong...because of
that Hethe getsinjured a 4th time. For at least 1/2 the book, Hethe isinjured in bed or stumbling around like
afool because he won't rest. That about sumsit up. The only reason | suffered through this book is because it
had high reviews and most people said it was hilarious. | kept waiting for something to happen and this book
to be worth it. Can't believe | spent money on this. The only thing slightly humorous was "wee Hethe" but
after being repeated 1,000 times --was not funny at all. If you want to read a funny romantic book, read The
Hating Game by Sally Thorne. Now that's FUNNY'! Even Ain't She Sweet by Susan Elizabeth Phillipsis
loaded with funny quick witted banter. | hate to leave bad reviews (and seldom do) because | know it'sa
huge effort to write abook -- but this book sucked. There are atremendous amount of great reviews out there
for this book and | am not sure why!!?

Debra Johnson says

Okay, first the negatives.
There are NONE! Nada. Zilch! No negatives whatsoever. No repetition, no editing/typo errors.
From the very first word | was hooked. The writing, world build and character builds are exceptional. The
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flow isfast and smooth. The story line and everything about this book will keep you reading non-stop. There
is an enormous amount of humor that will cause you to laugh so hard you run the risk of a bladder
malfunction! Add to that mystery, suspense and a great romance with plenty of adult steam.

Lady Tiernay is afantastic female character. Strong and intelligent, she refusesto just sit back and accept
anything she feelsis unjust or that she doesn't want to be a part of her life. She does something about it. She
confronts life, the good and the bad, head on.

Lord Holden has a bad rep for being over and beyond brutal. Many fear him. However, things are never what
they appear to be. This guy might have an anger problem, but he also has a sense chivalry and adevilish
sense of humor.

These two are forced together in arelationship neither of them want. Then they are forced to work together
to solve avery dangerous mystery that could easily cost them their lives.

*Note of truth #1. | literally stayed up till 3 am, two nightsin arow, reading this book. It is that good.
**Note of truth #2. On occasion | laughed so hard | had a severe case of an 'Impending Bladder Mishap'.

An absolutely fantastic book!
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