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An actress running from her past finds escape with a man hiding from his future.
When someone wants to be lost, a home tucked among the Ten Thousand Islands off the Florida coast is a
good place to live. A couple decent boats, and a deep knowledge of fishing and a man can get by without
ever having to talk to another soul. It's a nice enough existence, until the one person who ties him to the
world of the living, the reason he's still among them even if only on the fringes, asks him for help.
Father Steady Capri knows quite a bit about helping others. But he is afraid Katie Quinn's problems may be
beyond his abilities. Katie is a world-famous actress with an all too familiar story. Fame seems to have
driven her to self-destruct. Steady knows the true cause of her desire to end her life is buried too deeply for
him to reach. But there is one person who still may be able to save her from herself.
He will show her an alternate escape, a way to write a new life. But Katie still must confront her past before
she can find peace. Ultimately, he will need to leave his secluded home and sacrifice the serenity he's found
to help her. From the Florida coast, they will travel to the French countryside where they will discover the
unwritten story of both their pasts and their future.
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C-shaw says

Loaned to me by a friend.
* * * * *
I really like Charles Martin's writing. However, this story did not resonate with me. I found it to be too
contrived to tug at heartstrings, filled with dead and dying kids, talented people who attempt suicide because
their lives are so broken; in short, I was surprised there weren't abused puppies and kittens to further jerk the
tears. Like Max Lucado, another talented writer who seems to be a true man of God, Martin has filled this
tale with too much hyperbole, too much saccharined emotions to be realistic.
A couple of good book-lover quotations from _Unwritten_: "I never met a used bookstore I could live
without." "Some people can't turn away stray cats. I couldn't turn away stray books."

Dee Montoya says

***** Five Inspiring Stars*****

As a reader I'm not only looking for a well written and interesting story anymore, but something that will
inspire me, that will reach deep inside me and and teach me a lesson that will stay with me for ever. This
book did exactly that; every beautiful word created a remarkable story about love, friendship and faith that
I'm sure anybody who reads it can relate to it and use its message to heal ourselves or others.

Unwritten is the story of Katie an award winning actress who has all the fame and money in the world, but is
completely lonely and broken by a very painful past. Tired of the desolation and the feeling that everyone is
trying to get something from her, Katie decides to end her life, but she wasn't counting on meeting Pete who
with his own broken heart will become the missing piece on the puzzle of her life.

Katie and Pete have been running away from themselves for years and the only thing that is real in the
charade they created as their world is the beautiful and grounding friendship they both have with father
Steady. From the islands of Florida to the enchanting country side of France this characters will continue to
hide from their past and the secrets that they have become, but will end up finding the answers and the
resolutions that ultimately will make the whole again.

This one is a very intricate story where adventure, tragedy and love will teach you that we can all live in a
world without limits, if only we accept and embrace who we really are.

I was mesmerized by this author and his ability to write such a magnificent book, I highlighted so many parts
of it and wanted to share with you just one of the many beautiful paragraphs that resonated with me:

Of the six million species on the planet, only man makes language. Words
What's more--in evidence of the Divine--we string these symbols together
and then write them down, where they take a life of their own and breathe
outside of us. Story is the bandage of the broken. Sutures of the shattered.
The tapestry upon which we write our lives.

To me this was more than story, it is now a treasure, a prize that I will cherish and share with everybody for
years to come...
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Mike French says

Charles Martin is taking away my MAN CARD! Instead of watching football,baseball and golf,I was
finishing this book. He is becoming my favorite author. I have read a bunch of his books and all have been 5
star!! I will not read another one however to the end of the MLB playoffs and the World Series! Guys,try
him because if you like great stories,he is the MAN!!!

DKM says

An avid Charles Martin fan, I was somewhat disappointed in this novel. It is predictable and filled with
repetitions phrases and character tics (like the "spittle" forming in the corner of one's mouth). I guess that is
Martin's new favorite characteristic. Although this novel does not carry the same literary merit as his earlier
works (for example, _When Crickets Cry_), it's not an awful book--just not what I consider Martin's typical
genius. The whole strong-silent-man-saves-mysterious-woman-in-distress plot is becoming stale. And trust
me, I'm a sucker for that type of storyline. Instead of buying new Charles Martin novels, I think I will just re-
read his brilliant early works.

Connie says

Why did I keep reading this book? I had so many negative opinions as compared to all the positive reviews I
started to suspect maybe the fault lay with me and not the book. And so I kept on reading. My irritation only
grew. I was thinking a cross between melodrama and pathos. Then I coined a new word, "Meglo-drama."
Even the "spittle at the corner of his [Steady's] lips" suggested to me he was really a maniac rather than a
saint with "no failures to his name." When I reached the end of the book to "Afterword: Doc Snakeoil" I
thought, the doc is reading my mind. How can that be when the author of those words is still Charles Martin?

Pamela says

Although I initially gave this a 5 star rating, in hindsight I’ve decided to downgrade it to 4 stars as I wouldn’t
recommend it as a “must read”.... but Wow!! For a book that did little to engage me until I was at least half
way through, this little well written story packs a powerful punch. A real arrow through the heart in so many
ways...... I loved it ?!!!

Sarah says

Charles Martin is among my top 10 favorite authors. I can trust just about anything he writes to utterly
captivate me. His stories go deep, clear to the bone, and then they go winging back into the sunshine. Ahhh.

It's impressive when an author can make me identify with two people so NOT like me. A thrown-away kid
who stumbles into writing. An ugly duckling who reaches the heights of fame. Somehow I understood what
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they were feeling, had a clear view of their agony, and understood that longing to just run away.

I'm always sad the story is over when I read that last page. Thank goodness Martin keeps writing!

Angelica says

I lost myself in this book. It was an interesting, unique concept for a story-line, and the character
development was superb (one of the things I appreciate so much about Charles Martin's writing). I grew to
love each one of the characters, and I was sad when the book ended and immediately began to miss them.

The one negative thing that I might say is that for being such a redemptive book, there is really so little talk
of the Redeemer. Steady, the Catholic priest, certainly personified Christ, but even he had so little to say
about God himself. God had to be working in these hearts for anything redemptive to happen, and there just
wasn't any mention of God's work really, or of Jesus. I know that Charles Martin is a man of faith, and I
appreciate that he is subtle in weaving that faith into his books in a natural way. This time, I think he was just
a little too subtle.

Oh, and one last thing, Charles Martin needs to write a series of Pirate Charles and the Misfits now! Don't
leave us hanging!!! ;)

Dale Harcombe says

Sometimes with a story you end up with more than you expect. I picked this book up from the library with a
cursory glance thinking it might be okay but it could just as easily end up one I would not read. Later,
looking for a book to read I picked it up. From the prologue I was hooked. I wanted to know who this
woman was seeking confession from an old friend and priest. It was obvious she was troubled and had plans
to put an end to her troubles and her life. Then I turned to the next chapter and fell in love with the voice of
this man who steals into River City Children’s hospital to anonymously deliver gifts for the sick children. I
wanted to know who he was, his story and why he lived on a boat packed with thousands of books in Florida.
A loner, books are his friends. This man is also friends with the old priest, known to his friends as Steady.
The two men become involved in saving Katie Quinn, a world famous actress, from self-destructing and help
her see there might be an alternative. Idolised by her fans Katie has found that, ‘A pedestal is the loneliest
place in the world.’ It makes you wonder whether fame is too high a price to pay for losing any private life.
As the man nicknamed Sunday by the priest observes, ’Man, or woman is not, made to be worshipped. We
are not physically cut out for it. Life in the spotlight, on the pedestal, at the top of the world was a lonely,
singular, desolate, soul-killing place.’ Katie wants a way out but it requires careful planning. It may also
require Sunday to forfeit what he values most, his current way of life. The setting is so well described at
times you can almost hear the mosquitos and wildlife of the Everglades.
When the story moves to France there were a few things that stretched credibility but it didn’t matter,
because by then I was so thoroughly involved with these characters and the secrets Sunday and Katie both
have. If you can read this book without some tears then you are stronger than me. I was up till 1am because I
simply could not put this book down. I suspect it won’t be everyone’s cup of tea but I loved it. I found it a
compelling story about three people scarred by life, who find a way out. An added bonus, the story is
managed without graphic sex scenes and crude language.
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writer... says

Such a great read! Emotions ran high. Heart entirely engaged.
Recommended.

#ParisinJuly challenge 2017 .. anticipaaation...;)

Tim Chavel says

This is the best novel I have read this year and maybe the best in years. Charles Martin is a great writer. Even
the "Reading Group Guide" which I usually do not enjoy was top notch. The book examines the subject of
forgiveness like I have never seen. The "question and answer" section with the author at the end of the book
is very interesting. I highly recommend this book to anyone who enjoys novels. Below find one quote from
the book that I trust will encourage you to read the book:

Of the six million species on the planet, only man makes language. Words. What's more - in evidence of the
Divine - we string these symbols together and then write them down, where they take on a life of their own
and breathe outside of us. Story is the bandage of the broken. Students of the shattered. The tapestry upon
which we write our lives. Upon which we lay the bodies of the dying and the about-to-come-to-life. And if
it's honest, true, hiding nothing, revealing all, then it is a raging river and those who ride it find they have
something to give - that they are not yet empty.

Oceana says

3.5/5 stars
I'm puzzled by my reaction to this book. As a piece of writing, it had rather boring bits in it. As a story arc, it
was profound. I think someone who could relate to either of these characters would totally love this book. I
have not gone through any of the heartache that the characters had, so it just felt like a sad story. Of course
there was resolution in the end that was more than satisfying.

Charles Martin certainly writes deep, soulful stories about the harsh realities of life in a beautiful way.

Vannetta Chapman says

The good: Charles Martin has a way with words. He's a top notch author and this book has some very
poignant moments in it. The ending, for me, redeemed the book and some problems I had with the
characterization. Very well done overall.

The bad: Sigh--this is a frequent complaint for me, so don't let it deter you from reading Unwritten. My
biggest problem? I didn't like the characters. I didn't like the female at all and I honestly had trouble
envisioning any person on the earth that _______ (you'll know as soon as you start reading). As for the male
lead, he was a little more relatable, but still...I wanted to shake him. Which eventually someone does, but it
takes a long long long time to get there.
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Note: Maybe very minor language. Overall a good clean read.

Judy Collins says

Unwritten was the most beautiful story with a mixture of solitude to the exotic flair. From culture, history,
travel, to fishing and rustic life - from pain to happiness and joy. I have read all Charles Martin’s books and
this one ranks a 10! From the characters you will grow to love and connect with as their past hidden secrets
unfold along with their pain – keeping you engrossed from the first page to the last. Savor each moment –
this would make an awesome movie (can already envision the cast of stars). Since I live in South Florida,
loved the setting and have made the trip over the bridge many times on Card Sound Road when I lived in
Key Largo.

To one of my favorite authors – you have a God given talent and thanks for sharing a part of your life and
soul with your readers. The dedication to John, your connection, and inspiration – loved hearing these
personal thoughts. A must read for men as well as women!

Christian Fiction Addiction says

Beautiful prose and intense drama combine to make "Unwritten" one of the most moving stories I have read
this year. More than once I found myself brushing away tears as Martin brought to life the wonderful
characters of Katie, Steady, and Sunday, characters who have left a permanent imprint upon my mind. Their
transformation from places of deep pain and even self-loathing, to ones of hope and healing, is simply
mesmerizing to watch. When I first read the back of this book describing the story, I was a bit concerned that
the characters would spend so much time in internal introspection that the pace of the story would be slow
and plodding. I have never been more wrong! Though there are scenes of heartache and pain, the story
unfolds at a perfect pace and kept my attention from start to finish.

"Unwritten" is one of those stories that finds you stopping numerous times to simply sit and soak in the
feelings the story is drawing out of you. The writing is so real that you will feel the character's pain, and find
yourself questioning along with them why things happen the way they do, why pain and suffering are in the
world. You will cry when they cry, smile when they smile, and ultimately walk away from the story a
different person.

I thought "Thunder and Rain" would always be my favourite book from Charles Martin, but I'm afraid that
now I simply can't make up my mind whether that book or "Unwritten" tops the list for me. In any case, this
is a book worth reading, more than once. I highly recommend this book and award it 5 out of 5 stars.

Book has been provided courtesy of the publisher for the purposes of this unbiased review.

Beatrix says

Egy újabb gyönyör?en megírt történet Martin úrtól. Két megtört ember hogyan tud egymásból er?t meríteni.
A Martinnál megszokott vallásosság most kimerül abban, hogy az egyik szerepl?nk (akinek fontos szerep
jut) egy id?s katolikus pap. A történetben a romantikus szál szinte elhanyagolható, viszont most is tartalmaz
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tanulságot.
Az ember nem arra születik, hogy bálványozzák.

Nan Williams says

This was my third book by Charles Martin - and my last. The first was The Mountain Between Us which was
a survivalist story set in the snow covered mountains of Wyoming (I think). There was a plane crash, the
soon-to-be girl friend had a broken leg and how in the world was our hero going to survive and [later] take
himself and his soon-to-be-lover out of the mountains. Of course, we had the requisite blizzard and
avalanche and wild animals. But ... at just the "last minute" a cabin would appear and (shock!) there was
food in the cabin, etc. etc. etc., but then, of course, he had another 100 miles or so to go with this woman
with a broken leg to get back to civilization.

The second book, something about a river, was set in Charleston, SC, and the survival issue was giving his
dying wife her dream of floating down a river where they encountered all sorts of terrible situations and he
had to rely on unprecedented survival skills all while caring for a dying woman who was so sick she couldn't
even sit up.

This book is set in the Everglades in South Florida. These stories all have the same framework, but have
gotten more and more ridiculous in their plotwork. Presumably our hero (a survivalist, of course)has shucked
all worldly goods and worldly aspirations and merely lives off odd jobs he does for a priest. He lives on 2
boats in the area of 1,000 Islands, but also has a very primitive cabin in the Everglades. The Damsel in
Distress in this book is a well known movie actress who has been a world favorite since the age of 5. She is
willing to "kill" herself and live, as he lives, to escape the world.

But ... wait ... just when we're wondering how she's going to manage without her 17 (yes, 17) cars and her
yacht and her 30,000 sq foot condo, we find that she has wealth beyond belief ... stashed.

It just gets too, too improbable and too, too ridiculous.

Oh and the names! We have a priest named, "Steady," and our hero's name is "Sunday" (rest, get it?).

Pamela says

There are certain life events that cut to the bone, pulverize our souls, and shatter our hearts into a million
jagged pieces. Male or female, young or old, we all have breaking points. Traumatizing “events” and
affecting responses differs from person to person; that which paralyzes one person might be just a speed
bump for someone else. However, no matter the trigger, pain and regret are universal battles to all. In which
sometimes the wounds are so deep, so intimate, so core-shattering, one contemplates stepping off the world
stage with a final curtain call. “Unwritten” by Charles Martin is a beautifully written, bittersweet novel that
deals with breaking points, shattered dreams, unbecoming lies, hiding away, choices, regrets, forgiveness and
love – and what it means to resurrect oneself from the living dead to bravely start anew.

Rich, powerful, impacting . . . raw, honest, beautiful. Five artesian-well stars.
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Sylvie says

Im at page 64 will i finish this book? Only in the beginning and I already know it's not worth it. Full of non-
realistic situations with simplistic drama that has no common sense and been written in million other books,
bad Harlequins novels included.

PLOT for the first 5 chapters:
The ultra rich star hires, through her army of lawyers, a writer for her autobiography to tell her miserable
story. And the guy runs away with the story and sell it himself making Oprah. Pleeeaaaze if J.LO was selling
her story and the writer stole her information, guaranteed her lawyers would find the guy and shut down any
edition house before the book is even thought of and Oprah would not touch with a 100 miles long foot pole

Then there is the near missed suicide where the girl jumps over a penthouse balcony with a rope around the
neck and survive. The hero explains her neck has not snapped because the rope slipped in his hands as he
caught it in extremis. Yeah sure. Of course she had already done the Lohan thing with pills and booze prior.

The plot is so bad that just reading her interactions with the priest in the beginning I already knew there was
a suicide planned. "I'm giving you my keys just in case something bad happens and I would like for you to
speak at my funerals". Really?! Gawd! Who could invent something so obvious with poor characters
definition. Oh and the priest only gets it when sunset comes in though she told him before "it's bad when it
gets dark" so now they have to take the hero's car and rush across the city to try save her; how original! How
many hints do we need? The author takes us for stupids.

And the best place to hide her for peace and quiet after the missed suicide is in the hero's house, of course,
instead of kicking everyone out of her 5-villa penthouse condo which was actually very quiet and dark not
long before, so why not rest at home guarded by ex Navy SEALS as the author takes great effort to detail 3
times? Or send her back to the hospital?

I was considering a 2 stars rating reading the 1st two pages; now it's going down to a 1; hopefully not a 0 but
I still have 35 chapters and hope is dwindling.

ADDENDUM
I am done with this pensum. The book was corny to the end. Witness this on pgs 358-359:

I sat and stared at the worn marble at my feet. A tear dripped off my nose and landed on the floor beneath
me. Then another. Then another. The drops gathered in the vein of the marble... She leaned against me....
Worn marble floor staring back at us. Her tears mixed with mine.
Aaaaaargh! How tacky can you be?!

The only positive is the book which was aptly named Unwritten. I agree it should have stayed that way.
I'll have to give it 1 star unfortunately since 0 is not counted.

Vickie says

Charles Martin is a new to me author and I just loved this book! I so enjoyed the philosophy of "door number
three" and coming to terms with who you were, who you could be, and who you become. I look forward to
reading more by this author.
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