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Charlotte says

A Greyhound of a Girl tells of atwelve year old Irish girl named Mary, who meets her great grandmother
one day while walking home from school. Mary doesn't realize at first that this friendly woman, named
Tansey, isa. aghost b. her great grandmother, who died when her own daughter was only three, but it soon
becomes clear. Mary's dear gran, Emer (Tansey's daughter), isin the hospital, waiting to die...and Tansey,
who has done her best to keep aloving watch over her daughter, wants to go comfort her, and tell her that
everything will be grand. But hospitals are not easy places for a ghost to visit alone, so she'll need help from
Mary, and her mother, Scarlett, to spring Emer from her bed for quick visit. And then the quick visit turns
into a beautiful road trip of trans- generational love, when the four of them make a surreptitious midnight
journey to the old farm where Emer was born, and Tansey died (with a stop for ice cream by the seaside).

Although Mary isthe central character, Doyle gives us pieces of the lives of the other three women, Itisa
short book, but long enough for Doyle to make them all real, and funny (this being afamily of smart alecks),
and lovable...It isa sad story (I had to go find the nearest of my boys, and hug him very hard--he was
surprised, but cooperative, once | explained about the poor mamawho died), but not heartbreakingly so. Itis
much, much more about love than it is about |0ss.

Doyleisabsolutely brilliant at dialogue (of which thereislots). Because so much of the book istold in short,
snappy conversations, and even the descriptions and reminiscences are told with beautiful simplicity, it's
easy to imagine a child loving the book, and identifying strongly with Mary. But it works pretty darn well as
abook for grownups too (my husband lovesit too).

And Tansey isjust about my favorite fictional ghost ever (not that I've ever known any non-fictional ones).
She's the sort of ghost that one really would be happy to meet.

Ben Babcock says

My grandmother died in January. We were expecting it for awhile. She had been in and out of the hospital
for months, her diabetes causing circulation problems with her legs to the point where he body could no
longer keep up. | had realized prior to that what aloss my grandmother would be, but it was still hard for me
to understand how it would feel—this was the first death in my family that | had experienced. Sometimes,
the isolated nature of our cognition inevitably leads to amild form of solipsism. It is hard to conceptualize of
other people, previous generations, having adventures and experiences and memories of their own. My
grandmother saw and did so much that | just can’t know about any more. It’s so weird, thinking that all these
unique experiences that she had are now lost.

| don’t believein ghosts. But that doesn’t mean it isn’t cool to entertain the notion of the existence of ghosts.
What if my grandmawere still around, haunting us, watching us grow and change and have our own
children? That' s what Mary’ s great-grandmother does in A Greyhound of a Girl. When she dies from flu at
the beginning of the century, she stays on the family farm as a ghost, hidden from sight but privy to the life
of her child, Emer. Tansey watches as Emer grows up and has her own daughter, Scarlett, who in turn gives
birth to Mary. Four generations on, Scarlett and Mary live in Dublin, the family farm long ago sold to a
neighbour as the family diminished and broke apart. Mary’s grandmother, Emer, liesin hospital at the end of
her life, and one day while walking home from school, Mary meets a peculiarly-dressed woman who calls
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herself Tansey. It takes awhile for Mary to realize that Tansey is the ghost of her great-grandmother. After
this, she introduces Tansey to her maother (like you do), and they reunite grandmother with great-
grandmother before embarking on a touching road trip.

With A Greyhound Girl, Roddy Doyle explores the connections, implicit and explicit, between generations
of women in an Irish family. It's ultimately something explored from a child’ s perspective, despite chapters
told from the limited third-person view of Tansey, Scarlett, and Emer. Thisis Mary’s story, the story of how
the youngest in the generation somehow brings together the older three for one, last moment of shared
experience.

The ghost aspect definitely adds something here. Indeed, it's essential, because it allows Tansey to be absent
while simultaneously witnessing Emer’slife. Thiswould be avery different story if Tansey had been
present, had known Emer, and a different story still if Tansey had been absent but somehow alive. By
reintroducing Tansey as a ghost, ripped from Emer in an untimely manner by disease, Doyle sidesteps the
need to address recriminations. Emer, at the end of her life and ready to find peace, deals with Tansey’s
unexpected presence with the equanimity that only those who have accepted their forthcoming death possess.

But so does Scarlett. And Mary. | mean, | can understand a child, particularly a twelve-year-old who has
decided she knows everything about the world and nothing can surprise her, reacting with aweary
haughtiness. And maybe Scarlett isjust a particularly hip mother? The fact remains that all three react to
Tansey’s existence in essentialy the same way. Mary tells her mom that Tansey is a ghost, and mom doesn’t
bat an eye. They all smile and exchange polite words and then go off to visit Emer in the hospital, Tansey in
tow.

Thereis anotable lack of drama or conflict in this book.
There, | said it.

Even the fact that Emer is dying, and that she gets to meet her mother after all these years, feelsless
sensational than turning on atelevision. All of these characters are just so cool and collected, so glib and flip
with their dialogue, that they don’t seem alive. They don't seem real. Thereis precious little fighting
between mother-and-daughter—Mary prefers, instead, to spend her time tracking whether or not Scarlett’s
sentences end with !!!. | groaned the first time | read that exchange and quickly skimmed any further such
paragraphs as they appeared. In his attempts to give his characters depth and definition, Doyle just reduces
them to trite exchanges better suited for a Saturday Night Live sketch.

Generational stories are hard to do. To work effectively, they need areal sense of loss and sacrifice. They
need secrets, moments of haunting, twisted darkness that have been repressed down the decades. They need
confrontation and revelation. Thereis very little of that present in this book. Beyond Emer’s loss of Tansey
as an infant and subsequent reunion now, just prior to her death, thereislittle hardship or suffering. The
reunion doesn’t lead to much in the way of conflict. No one yells or screams. There is some sadness and
melanchoaly, as one might expect from people who are watching arelative slowly decline. But sadness alone
does not a compelling story make.

For anovel that culminatesin aroad trip, there is hardly any sense of adventure. Worse till, thereisno
sense of danger. This experience changes Mary and Scarlett; they become different people for having known
Tansey and seen this side of Emer. Nevertheless, when | read anovel, | need to be more than a voyeur to an
extended family reunion. | need something that is going to grip me by threatening real, three-dimensional
characters. A Greyhound Girl doesn’t do any of that.

What saves this from a one-star rating, in my mind, is some of Doyl€’ swriting. The dialogueis corny and
the characterization flatter than an opened bottle of Coke. Y et he still manages to capture some of the truths
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about family life. Mary’s brothers, for instance, who seem so alien and remote having hit puberty. Or, as|
mentioned previoudly, the doom that tinges every aspect of their day asthey contemplate Emer’s declinein
hospital. These little things hint at a skill that Doyle deploys more effectively, according to other reviewers,
in his other books, none of which I’ ve read.

A Greyhound Girl feels like abook that is either too big or too small—in terms of scope, not length. To truly
sprawl in agenerationa sense, it needs more girth. Or, Doyle could have gone the other way, focused on the
relationship between mothers and daughters. Instead, he treads some middle ground between the pinnacles of
the two extremes. As aresult, rather than being a successful synthesis of the two approaches, the book isan
unambitious presentation of an unexamined story.

Rachel Groves says

Roddy Doyle's children's book, which the blurb says is suitable from ages 10 to adult, deals with some big
themes but it's by far from a heavy or tricky story. There'salot of humour and lightness of touch.

Mary istwelve and her grandmother isin hospital dying. It's adifficult time for Mary and her mother, then
Mary meets a sweet old lady who seems very familiar and knows alot about her grandma. She also seems to
disappear in bright light...

We have dying, loss, ghosts and sadness. But also lightness, love and a strong bond across four generations
of women.

I was alittle stuck to know what age range this story would appeal to as a children’'s book but it does address
these big issuesin a subtle and sensitive way.

Having not read any Roddy Doyle for years and struggled with reading the dialogue in his Snapper, The
Van, etc series | was alittle apprehensive. But the language and dialogue is easy to read whilst the phrasing
of the dialogue creates great Irish atmosphere and character.

| wanted to like this book alot morethan | did and I'm struggling to put my finger on what about it didn't
quite hit the 5 stars. | think perhapsit's alittle too thin in some aspects of the characters and their
relationships. They didn't quite cometo life for me.

Having said that there are some absolutely beautiful passages and dialogue exchanges. The idea of the story
iswonderful and | did enjoy it.

It's one of those books that | found frustrating that it could have delivered alittle bit more yet it will be one
of those stories which will be with me for avery long time. | can see potential for thisto become a classic

and atext that will be studied by many students in the future.

I'mvery glad | got to read it.
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Tracey says

Received from Netgalley for review, thank you. | love the one-sentence premise: that four generations of
Irish women are on aroad trip — "oneis dead, oneis dying, oneisdriving, and oneisjust starting out." And
that isthe strict truth.

I own abook or two by Roddy Doyle, but thisisthe first I've read by him. | don't know what | was expecting
— but thiswasn't it.

Therest of this review can be found here, on Booklikes, and here, on my blog. However, | will no longer be
posting reviews on Goodreads, due to its recent changesto terms of service and, far worse, the boneheaded
and incomprehensible way it is proceeding with the new policy. Deleting content, almost randomly, and
without warning (whatever they may have said) is wrong, and a half-hearted apology later doesn't make it al
better. Failing to provide a sitewide announcement is wrong. Failing to address users' very legitimate
concern over the situation iswrong.

Also wrong —worse in some ways — is the failure of Goodreads to adequately pursue the possibility that
users real names, addresses, and email addresses are being harvested from giveaways and distributed. The
staff is aware of the possibility, and doesn't care. If thisisindeed true, | don't think | need to point out the
dangersinherent in such alist, do I? Not to mention the illegality of it...

I'm not going to leave GR while | have good friends remaining here, but | will no longer post anything but
links for reviews. I'm not what anyone would call a heavy hitter, but | have breached the top reviewerslists
from timeto time. | have a healthy number of people following my reviews (thanks, all). If nothing else, |
want to plant a seed.

| will also no longer perform librarian functions, however much missing covers and bad information annoys
me: | will no longer contribute to a site which cares so little about its users. Again, I'm no heavy hitter asa
librarian — but | had about 1500 edits to my name, and there are at least a couple dozen | could have made in
the past few weeks and refrained. | was an asset to the site, albeit asmall one. I'm not anymore. That is what
Goodreads' actions have caused.

Marija says

My main disappointment with A Greyhound of a Girl was that the story was not entirely what | expected.
When initially reading the back cover, | expected something rather poignant yet cute—a story of four
generations on the road together, facing ajourney of discovery, forgiveness and acceptance with afew
giggles along the way. Y et while this might in fact be what the author had in mind, | couldn’t help but feel
somehow let down by the story.

Typically, stories like this one are highly personal and emotional, which in turn makes the story fedl real. But
as| wasreading, | couldn’t help but feel somewhat detached from what was happening. The characters
seemed intangible...almost asif they were in a dreamlike state...there yet not really there. Whenever
something was said that was cute or funny to them, as areader, | kind of felt like a bystander listening in on
bits of a conversation that was not really meant for meto hear, i.e. not really getting the full picture or the
gist of the joke. And it wasn't alanguage barrier...I'm fairly used to reading British and Irish colloquialisms
and idiomatic expressions, and came across nothing new in this book.
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But what really contributes to that otherworldly quality to this story is the ghost element. | found it strange
how the characters were so immediately accepting of this rather strange phenomenon, asif it wasan
everyday experience. Perhaps thisis meant to reinforce the childlike natures of the characters. Even though
four generations of women make up this story, they all have the same sort of childish innocence about
them...how they view themselves and how they perceive the world around them. For example, when the
ghost walks through the closed door of an ice cream shop carrying awad of money, none of the women find
it strange when the ghost returns by exiting through the chimney—the ghost’ s reasoning being that she
couldn’t carry four ice creams through a closed door. In this story, no one ever questions, everything is
readily believed and approved. Because of this, other than this innocent sense of acceptance, thereisno
sense of real growth or development on this rather significant journey for these women.

Overdll, while like the idea that Roddy Doyle wrote a story like this for children, | wished that he could
have devel oped the story and the themes alittle more—focused more on the real rather than the imaginary. |
think thisis an important subject for children to consider, yet aswritten, | feel that only a surface
representation of what experiencing aloss could feel likeisrealy explored.

Sarah says

12 year old Mary starts talking to alady outside her house.. Turns out it's her great grandmother who is
dead... She wants Mary's help to send a message to her daughter who is dying..

It's a cute quick story about 4 generations of women.. It's sweet but the writing style was annoying and the
story jumped back and forward in time. It's a simple story without much too it.

It was ok but sinceit says a small miracle of abook and abook to read and re-read on the cover | was
expecting much more.

Marleen says

From the back of the book:

"Scarlett, Mary, Tansey, Emer.

Mothers and daughters heading off on a car journey.

One of them dead,

one of them dying,

one of them driving,

one of them just beginning.

They’ re going back to the past on a matter of life and death."

Mary istwelve and she hates the hospital. She hates everything about it, except for one thing, her granny.
Mary’s granny Emer isin hospital afraid to close her eyesin case she'll never open them again while unable
to stay awake.

Mary visits her granny everyday together with her mother, Scarlett. The visits aren’t easy, but both mother
and daughter love granny deeply, so they keep on going and keep on making the same jokes.

Then one day on her way home from school Mary meets a confusing woman. The woman seems to appear
out of nowhere and is young although she makes an old impression. Mary feels she should be afraid of this
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woman, but she isn’t because somehow the woman, whose name is Tansey, seems familiar.

When the ties between the four women are revealed, they go on aroad trip together. For one of them it will
be the last trip she ever makes, for one of them it’ s the first trip in about eighty years and for two of them it
will make the loss they’ Il have to face alittle bit less hard.

Thisisacharming book and a heart-warming tale. It is aghost story without the scares, a coming of age
story without the drama and atale about love and loss without forces sentimentality.

At times funny and at times sad this story isinspired from start to finish.

Mary isafeisty, charming and completely life-like character who | couldn’t help but love, both in her cheeky
and in her not-cheeky moments. But then she descends from aline of strong and loving women.
Thisisabook that will be enjoyed by young teenagers as much as by adults, although they may have
different reasons for loving the story.

Roddy Doyle has once again succeeded in writing a simple yet evocative tale, a story that will stay with the
reader for along time.

Kat Kennedy says

Mary O'Harais a sharp and cheeky 12-year-old Dublin schoolgirl who is bravely facing the fact that her
beloved Granny is dying. But Granny can't let go of life, and when a mysterious young woman turns up in
Mary's street with a message for her Granny, Mary gets pulled into an unlikely adventure. The woman is the
ghost of Granny's own mother, who has come to help her daughter say good-bye to her loved ones and guide
her safely out of thisworld. She needs the help of Mary and her mother, Scarlett, who embark on aroad trip
to the past. Four generations of women travel on amidnight car journey. One of them is dead, one of themis
dying, one of them is driving, and one of them isjust starting out.

This succeeded very well for what it was - a sweet little generational story about four Irish women. If you're
expecting more than that then you're going to be disappointed. If you don't like dialogue then stay far, far
away. In fact, that summary up there? That is this entire book save twenty-ish pages. It doesn't get more
complicated than that.

However, this book is effortlessly charming and sweet. Mary, truly isawitty, cheeky, little girl and her
conversations with her mother, grandmother and ghostly great-grandmother are very amusing. The strength
of these four powerhouse charactersis what keeps this novel together.

| did have some issues with the book though. Some of the dialogue is downright nonsensical and this book
should come with awarning for gratuitous use of punctuation.

Mary's mother, Scarlett, talks like this for most of the novel:

"Mary!"

It was her mother.

"How was school 21"

"Stupid.”

She went straight past her mother, into the hall.
"What's your hurry?!"

"I'm starving."

It's not long before Mary says what we're al thinking.
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"Great ideal" said her mother.
"Stop talking like that,” said Mary.
"Like what?1"

"Oh, no!" said her mother ,[sic] whose name was Scarlett.
"I don't talk like that! Do 121"

Note to Mary's mother: Yes, you do.

But serious gquestion to Doyle, how do you even pronounce twelve exclamation marks? Every time | read it,
because thisis not the only time Mary uses a ridiculous amount of exclamation marksin lieu of aword, all |
saw was someone pulling the human equivalent of this expression:

It eventually made for some cute dialogue, but that didn't negate the original headache my editor brain gave
me while reading this.

| suppose this book, as cute and fun as it was to read, only got three stars because | couldn't quite see the
point of it. Mary doesn't grow or change in any remarkable way other than to appreciate her mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother - which she already mostly did. With so much dialogue, most of it
unnecessary, it was easy to get immersed in the characters, but not so much in the story. It took me along
time to read avery short book. Once | put it down, | felt no compulsion to pick it up again.

It was a short and sweet story, but rather like the many exclamation marks, I'm not sure | entirely saw the
point or truly grasped their meaning.

Jo says

3.5 Stars.

“Do ghosts drink tea?”
“They don’t,” said Tansey. “But this ghost would love to see a cup of teain front of her. It'd be lovely.”

This book was so sweet. | know that sounds like an “Oh God, what can | call this book? Quick gimme a
word, gimme! Ahh, sweet will do” but it really isn't.

It truly was sweet.

Asthe synopsis says, thisis a story about mums (sorry mams) and daughters and the connection between
them.

| wish this story had been told solely from Tansey and Emer’ s perspective because | felt those were the
strongest sections.

The story thread that was set in the present, although it did have some very sweet parts and proved incredibly
useful to me re: How to smuggle a ghost into a hospital, began to grate after awhile.

| just felt that Tansey and Emer had a bit more spunk to them than Mary and Scarlett. Maybe thiswas
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because their stories were alot more fleshed out. | just adored the feel of these chapters.

Wheat | did love about this book was the portraya of mums and matriarchal love. | often think that in both
YA and MG books, mums tend to get areally rough deal. They’re either screaming harpies with
unreasonably strict rules or completely absent.

But all these mums, both past and present, were so strong and so feisty.

So yeah, I'm sticking with my original conclusion: This book was incredibly sweet.

And it has encouraged me to start saying “grand” in every day conversations.

| received this book from the publishers.

Chicco Padovan says

Il concept del romanzo non & certo una novita: da Ghost a Ghost Whisperer la storia del fantasma che torna
per chiudere un conto in sospeso ci € gia stata raccontata in tutte le salse. A fare ladifferenzain questo caso €
I"autore: Doyle é bravissimo. Stile scorrevole e una scritturaintrisadi quell’ironia malinconica che lascia gl
occhi un po’ lucidi e un sorriso sulle labbra (giusto gli ultimi capitoli cedono troppo a sentimentalismo
secondo me). Tre generazioni di donne, figlia, madre e nonna, tutte al’inizio o alafine di un percorso, unite
dall’amore reciproco. E poi lei, la bisnonna fantasma, con il suo messaggio di speranzadall’aldila nonc'e
datemere, dlafine saratutto meraviglioso. Intendiamoci, € la solita vicenda di formazione, ma proprio per
guesto fa sempre piacere rileggerla, speciamente se a scriverla é qualcuno con del talento. Doyle, come gia
detto, per me ne hamolto.

3,5 stars

Dinah says

Didn't expect aghost story, don't really like ghost stories, still cried.

Michelle says

3.5 Stars

This book was just so charming. Whimsical, charming and very, very sweet. It is simply a story about the
connection between mothers and daughters. It is also a story about growing up, letting go and losing the ones
you love. Not often do | read a book in one day, but the fact that | read thisin a day is perhaps testament to
just how engaging | found this novel.

The characters of Mary, Scarlett, Emer and Tansey are what make this story. The connection between each
of the women and the dynamics of their relationships were the best parts of the novel; athough, | found
Tansey and Emer’s story much more engaging than Mary and Scarlett’s. However, Mary was my favourite —
cheeky, feisty and loveable.
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That brings me to another point and that is that this book is amost entirely dialogue. This didn’t bother me,
infact | found it sped up the pace of the book, but I know it would be an annoyance for some.

| loved the flashbacks and the historical aspect of the novel. | just wish there had been more as, for me, the
present day scenes became alittle annoying.

So, if the book was so sweet and charming and if | found it so engaging why am | not rating it higher? Well |
felt alittle cheated to be honest. | thought the ‘road trip’ would be the major part of the book. | was
disappointed to find it was in fact only the last 50 pages or so.

However, thiswas areally fast, charming, nostalgic and quirky read which is probably best enjoyed with a
dlice of cake and a cup of tea. It was truly grand and reminded me of this sweet little song.

"ahh, but I may aswell try and catch thewind..."

A copy of this book was provided by the publishers.

This review and many more can be found at Maree's Musings.

Eilonwy says

Thisis ashort, sweet, charming book which | mostly enjoyed. Bits of it, particularly the chapter where we
learn how Mary's great-grandmother died, are deeply touching.

On the minus side, while | think this would have captured my imagination more when | was 12 myself, as an
adult | found the story and the interaction between the four female characters to be alittle slight. Much of the
story is conversation, and much of that is abit shallow and repetitive. "It'sgrand.” "You'regrand.” "I'm
grand." "She'sgrand." "They're grand." Perhaps thisis how everyone in Dublin talks, but the word "grand"”
shows up far too much -- it was meaningless to me by the end of the book. It helps maintain adreamy feel
throughout the entire story, but | would have preferred alittle more substance over mood.

My biggest complaint about this book, though, isthat it kept striking me as the author's deliberate
presentation of what he thought a"feminine" book should be like, or something. He emphasizes that Mary is
looking forward to the changes that will happen to her soon, and that growing up to be awoman is agood
thing -- good enough intentions, but they felt alittle weird to me, and | can't decideif it was the context or if
I'mjust being sexist because | know the author is a man. More worrisome is that Mary has two older
brothers, 14 and 16, who are dismissed right out of the story. They're icky and stupid, and aren't given a
chance to be anything else. Even when they comein to find the ghost of their great-grandmother sitting in
their very own kitchen with their mother and sister, no one even tries to introduce them or anything -- it's
some kind of womanly secret, all this feminine bonding, and apparently the boys can't stand to bein the
same room with al that female energy for more than a few seconds, anyway. The boys never even go visit
their granny in the hospital, ever. Something about al this has left me slightly uncomfortable.

The message to embrace life and value even the most mundane aspects of it, and not fear death, is a nice one
... | just wish there had been alittle more to it. I'm not sure how memorable I'm going to find this book. It
started out strong, but by the end of it, | was just bored from the lack of any tension, and the main reason |
finished it was because it was so short.

So if you'rein the mood for something short, sweet, and charming, sure, try this book. But if you're looking
for something that feels like a story rather than just along incident, this probably isn't for you.
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Rose says

"A Greyhound of a Girl" was definitely one of those storiesthat | think has a sweet, slice-of-life,
remembrance theme to it, though I'm not sure if it didn't appeal to me as much because of the multiple
perspectivesit was written in, or if it was something about the structure/flow of the writing that didn't pull
mein. Don't get me wrong, it's a sweet story that | liked, but it didn't tug at my heartstrings as much as |
believed it would and | had to take the story in small bits. It's a brief read, with quick prose carried primarily
by dialogue, though it took me about a month to finish it.

The story revolves around four generations of Dublin women. Mary O'Hara, the youngest, sees awoman
whom she believes to be a new neighbor, but comesto realize that the woman is really the spirit of her great
grandmother Tansey, awoman who died well before her time. The reason for her appearance centers around
the note that her daughter, Mary's grandmother Emer, clings to her last moments of life in the hospital.
Tansey isvisible to both Mary, Mary's mother Scarlett, and the rest of the family and the story toggles
between each perspective character's past and present. Ultimately, Tansey, Scarlett and Mary take Emer from
the hospital on aroad trip which comes with the knowledge and recall of each woman's experiences, in
which they learn and laugh about each other in the process.

| did like the spot humor and quirky nature of the characters. The thing | didn't like about the book was that
some of the dialogue was so spotty in places that while in some cases it worked well for humor, others
seemed like they didn't really have much to do with the story overall. And the plethora of exclamation marks
put me off abit - as| felt it was abit unnecessary to have al of them to communicate the emotional connect
of the statements themselves. | would say it's worth reading if you like generational stories with bits of
humor and a slice of life mentality. For me, this was probably a one-time read overall, but | still enjoyed the
experience.

Overall score: 3/5

Note: | received this asan ARC from NetGalley, from the publisher ABRAMS/Amulet Books.

Reading Wolf says

This book was wonderful. It really captured the sadness of losing aloved one. | felt myself relating to the
characters, | cried when they cried, and laughed at Mary's cheeky comments. | adored the moments between
daughter and mother. The author was great at bringing about touching scenes without making them come
across cheesy or cliche.

The amount of dialogue used was sufficient | feel for the setting of the story. | loved the language used by
the characters and how they played off each other. | do not know much about Ireland or it's language but to
me the setting seemed very realistic even though there was a ghost involved.

The love felt by the four women and their acceptance of the beginning and ending of life. Even though Mary
isjust on the edge of womanhood, she has a mature nature that shows she will be a strong woman once she
grows up. The parallels between Mary's excitement of coming womanhood and Emer's apprehension about
her impending death reflected each other in a subtle but moving tribute to the processes of life and death.
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There wasn't anything spooky about this ghost story. It was more of areflection on the different stages of
life. The author provided awell paced and touching story that spans through each characterslives. Their
childhoods, their adulthoods, and for two of them, their deaths. | felt the flashbacks where written in a subtle
yet effective way. They tied the story together beautifully and left no questions unanswered.

I will definitely be looking for more works by Roddy Doyle.

(I received an eGalley of thisbook on behalf of Abramsfrom NetGalley. | am grateful for the chance
toreview thisand enjoyed it very much.)
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