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Poetry. Native American Studies. Amongst the poems and prose of OLD SHIRTS & NEW SKINS appear
illustrations by Elizabeth Woody, an enrolled member of the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, Oregon.
In the best tradition of confronting American reality and exacting vision and meaning from it, Sherman
Alexie chooses to use poetic power. His vision is an amazing celebration of endurance, intimacy, love, and
creative insight; finally, it is a victory that can be known only by a people who refuse to submit to the
thieves, liars, and killers that have made them suffer tremendous loss and pain. "Like the woman who pours
her life into a stew of survival, Sherman Alexie has created a meal, not for a reader to consume but for a
reader to be changed by. Survival is being documented, changes measured"--Linda Hogan.
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nimrodiel says

Very powerful poetry about native American life on a reservation. I'm not sure where this came from, it's
been bopping about my book shelves for years and I decided to skim through it before deciding to add it to
the clearing out pile. I ended up immersed in the poems in this book, and surfaced an hour later at the end of
the book.

I did decide to pass this on through the take a book/leave a book shelves at a local coffee shop, in hopes it
would be picked up by someone else who would enjoy it as much as I did.

Larry says

My favorite poet. But this is an early collection, so I may have read all of these before. Does anyone else
have trouble remembering even the best poems?

Jason says

Alexie yet again brings me into his writing. The poems and stories that comprise this collection flow so well,
and to top it off, some of them are illustrated...by an Indian artist, no less. My favorite piece is "Forestry"
because it's such a great example of flash fiction. I will definitely use it my creative writing class this year as
a model piece.

Jan says

Another selection of poems and short stories of life on an Indian Reservation. Some I liked - some not so
much.

Stephanie says

This is one of Alexie's earlier collections of poetry and it's significant to see that his voice was just as strong
20 years ago as it is today. Any fans of Alexie's short stories and fiction should take the time to read his
poetry. There's added insight and perspective that bleeds over into his fiction.

Alisha says

This man, Sherman Alexie, sexually abuses women serially and I will never support his work.

Read the comments section: http://www.slj.com/2018/01/industry-n...
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