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Steven Wedgeworth says

This is a survey book, so my 5-star rating is not meant to say that every single historical claim is accurate. I
don't have the expertise to say that. However, I found this book to be unique, enlightening, and personally
challenging. It covers the various approaches to pastoral ministry over the course of 2,000 years of Christian
history. It emphasizes the role of penance in the early church, noting its very-public character, explains the
dramatic changes that the practice underwent in the Middle Ages, and then explores the approaches taken by
the Reformation and post-Reformation traditions. There is much here of an academic nature, but I also found
it helpful for pastoral ministry. I would certainly recommend it.

David Mackey says

A dry and scholarly work covering the history of the "cure of souls," primarily within the Christian faith
tradition. There is much of interest within, but the wading through is quite tedious.


