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Kriminalkommissaa Camille Verhoeven kommer pa hardt arbejde, da en ung pige ved navn Alex bliver
kidnappet; Der er kun et enkelt gjenvidne og ellers ingen spor at ga efter.

Alex er imidlertid blevet efterladt nagen i et bur i en gammel fabriksejendom, uden hverken mad eller
drikke, og i et kaplagb med tiden, ma hun desperat hdbe pa at overleve.

Né&r Camille Verhoeven at finde Alex inden det er for sent, og er det i virkeligheden hans starste problem? |
hans afdaskning af sagen kommer der hele tiden nye faktatil om offeret og at er bestemt ikke lige positivt.

Den franske krimi af Pierre Lemaitre byder pa barsk og hassbl assende spasnding, samt et twistet og
gennemtaankt plot.
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M?vog ToOupA?¢ says

NP ATIAEL YUVA KA KAl TNV KAEVEL 0 VA KAOULB?, a@AVovT?¢ Tn Bop? oTOLC A poupa 20V¢,.
Motog evat kKatl yiat?tn & 2Aee; Mat? dev TNV KakoTtole?, Mat? de {nt?el A?tpa; Ki av 2Aa
OAAZEOUV OTI? TN IO OTIYU? TNV 7AAN KAl To 82ua yvel 6?2tng Mota evatl auvt?n AANX; Kal yiat?
OEV UTIOPE? VO TNV EVTOTI?0ElI O 00TUVU0C Bepof;

210V Vo aT1r? 1A SLVAT?TEPO O VTACN KOl TEPIYPAP?C 0GTUVOUIK? LUBIoTopUaTa, UE VAV
OLOQOPETIK?, BPAX?0WUO OTLV?UO, TOV Kau?y BEpoB?, TIOL 700 UTIA TOU AE?TEL, T?200 HUOA? 2XElL.
H el@VI07? TOL EEYEA?EL 2TOIOV ?XEl ATTVAVT? TOV. TETPATI?PATOC, ATI?TOUOC, KAB?PA0U EVLYEVIK?C, UE
TO OIK? TOU TPOVHATIK? THPEABV. D0 TPEABV TIOL €M al 20XNHO (dLOTLX?C dladPAATETAI OTO
TP?T0, AUET2PPACTO TPOC TO TPV aTNV EAA?DQ, BIBA?0 TNG OE1p?C, UE T?TAO Irene), Tov ?Xel
ETNPE?0El APVNTIK?, KATAQP?PVEL 2UWC VO A?0€1 TNV LTTPBECT TIOL TOUL AVOB?ToVVY Ue TN Bo?Pela
Q&17A0YLV CUVEPYOTN: TOU TIZUTAOUTOU AOU? TIOL OYWOE? TNV TEEPIOUC U TOU KI EPY?LETAL WG
Bon6?¢ aOTUVOUIKO?, O TPOKATL?C KOl KAETITOMAV?C APU (N OKNV? LE TNV aV7XPLOT OTO
WIAIKATL?DIKO V? 0dEL 2Ll TO Hayad? 2tav agem?paaotn)

Mou ?peoe TOA? N AIAPOPETIK? OTIIK? TNG LOTOP?0C KA O TP?IOC TIOU TO 3700¢ TN¢ LTTEONC
EEKIV?EL AT? AAAO? VIO VO KATOA?EEL OAAQ?. EV? VOU?(EIC OTNV apX? 2T1 2XEIC VA KVEIC YE YL
2UOP@N KOTI?AN TIOU K?T010G TPEA?C TNV OTIAOVE, 700 N LTI?OECT TPOXWP?EL AATIOTVEIC 2Tl O
OTYWY?0 G KAl N atxBe?0a ?X0uv K?Tl KOv?. Kot 2X1 PAV0 auT? 0AA? {a@VIK? Ta B7u0Ta TIou
Bp?0Kel N AOTUVOU?0 E KOO0 A?pUYYO OTT? TO BlIK? 0€? TIOL AVAYK?{OVTAl VO KATOTIOV
avgvovtal! NMorog Kp?RETal TI?0W OTT? ALT?C TIG SOAOPOV?EC KAl TI X201 ?XEl HE TNV OTOYWY?,

O1 TEPLYPAQ?C ENVAL OKANP?C KOI EUETIK?C. TTOAA?C QOp?¢ BP?ONKA VA KAEVW AT?TOMA TO BIBA?0
yia va un dlaB?0w rpaK?tw. O ouyypa@?a¢ dev €V EEIOWA?G OTIC TEPIYPAP?C TOL, ?X1 Vit va
YEU?0€El OEA?DEC ? V1O VO EKPI?0El TNV aNd?20 AAA? ia va Be?EEl TOV ETIKVOUVO WUXIK? K200 TOU
Op?0Tr. ETUTAA?0V 1 VTO0N KOPUPNVETAL, VIAT? ATOKOA?TTITETAL KI 2AA0 ALBap?KI y?2pw aTr? TN {W?
TNC AT Be?00¢ KOl TOL TEPIBPAAOVTOC OTO OTIO?0 KIVE?TAL.

Kal 1o T?A0¢....aY%, T0 T?A0¢! TOTIOETE? TO KOYU?TIA TOU TIH{A OTN OWOT? OEIP? KAl HE TN OWoT?
YOV 20 aVATIP?0TooN¢! ZT0 TP?T0 KAl TEAELTA?0 ?P0C¢ TOL BIBA?0UL, N VTACN XTUT?El K?KKIVO, N
AAN?E cuveEX?LEl VA ETINPE?LEL TOUC Y?PW TNE UE VAV ATI?OTELTA EUPNUATIK? TP?TO KAl ATIOTVW
TI0? TO TT%E1 N UTI?0ECN OXEON TAVT?XPOVA HE TOUC ACTLUVOUIKO?C! EIAIKPIV?, ALT? 2TaV TO KAOA?TEPO
@V?AE AGTUVOUIKO? BIBA?0L, PE TNV TP?TaoN: «1a o auT? TIoL ?XEl oNUOC?a 8ev EVal N
OA?0e1a OAA? N AIKALOOVN» VA €Vl TO TH0 PECOR?(IKO, OITIN?C GNUOG?0 ¢ aTr@esyua BiBA?0L TOU
X dlaP?0el we T?7pa.

MPAYUATIK?, VO KEPUEVO TIOU E APNOE 2QuVO VIO TOV XEIPIGU?, TNV 18720 KOl TNV €E7AIEN NG
TAOK?C. TEAIK?, TP?TEI VA T 7PVEI KAVE?C TOV VU0 OTO X?pI0 TOU KI AV VO WG TO? ?X€El TO NOIK?
KOl VU0 SIKO 2 VO @T?0€EL; EKTANKTIK? KEPUEVO, YPYOPO, OTAK?TO, OVATPETITIK? W¢ TNV
TEAEVUTO?0 OEA DO
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MaryG2E says

Thisis an absolutely first class crime novel. It isarea page-turner, and | had great trouble putting it down
before reaching the clever ending. | rateit 4.5 0s

Within the crime fiction genre, | prefer the police procedural and/or forensic science formats. That’ s because
I love guessing "Whodunnit?' So | enjoy best those novels that drop little clues into the narrative - doesn't
matter if they are false clues or red herrings, because it is al about solving the mystery. With its principal
crime solvers being detectives in the French brigade criminelle, there are enough hints sprinkled through the
story of Alex to keep meriveted to the page.

Leading the crime sguad is the somewhat melancholic detective Commandant Camille Verhoeven, a
widower whose professional and personal life have been marred by a past tragedy. Verhoeven is reluctant to
take on the case of a kidnapped woman, Alex, but is gradually drawn into the race to find and save her. From
there, adeath ensues, and the scene is set by the author for a great murder mystery story.

Verhoeven's investigations into the kidnapping disclose a connection to some unsolved cases and thus lead
him to believe thereisa serial killer at large, someone whose ‘ signature’ involves the mutilation of their
victims with acid. We, the readers, learn quite early in the book the identity of the killer, and we are given
insights into their character, in particular their resourcefulness, determination and attention to detail in
trapping and murdering severa people. We are not spared the bloody, gruesome details of the crimes. So this
novel isessentially a’ Whydunnit?' as we search for answers to the perpetrator’ s motivations for such violent
and cruel actions.

Asthe story progresses, the suspense deepens, with the detectives mystified and frustrated in their search for
thisviciouskiller. Lemaitre reveals his writing genius as he twists the tale a number of times, keeping us
readers off-balance. The ending is very clever, and it left me both shocked and satisfied with the final
outcome. However, | sound awarning note: this book is not for the squeamish or faint-hearted. The crimes
are cruel, the details are gory, and the backstory is horrendous. So why did | enjoy the book so much?
Because it is so well-written - the pace is el ectric, the characterisations feel authentic, and the plot lines touch
on key social issuesin our communities.

| was fortunate to have read Iréne first, the author’ s earlier book, which introduced the character of
Commandant Verhoeven. Although Alex works well as a stand-alone novel, it is helpful to have read
Verhoeven's backstory, as his personal history does have an impact on his attitude and behaviour.

Carolyn says

Thiswas an exceptionally good suspense novel. It starts off as a horrendous kidnapping, with the victim
suffering unimaginable torture for reasons that are not clear to us. Then it becomes a murder mystery where
the police are hunting a serial killer who kills her seemingly unrelated victims in a horrendous manner. Not
for the faint hearted but masterfully written and gripping right to the end.

Thisisthe second novel in the Verhoeven trilogy and it stands alone very well. However it does reveal
information from the first novel Iréne so you may prefer to read them in order. Commandant Camille
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Verhoeven lost hiswife Irene in akidnapping in the previous novel so is reluctant to take on this kidnapping
case but he gradually becomes driven to find the unknown victim and find out the motive of the perpetrator.

Although the author lets us know who has been doing the killings before Verhoeven works it out, we don't
guess why until close to the end. The murderer'sfinal act is chillingly clever and unexpected. A brilliant
ending in fact!

Huy says

M? ?2u cu?n sach, Alex lan?n nhan c?am? v? b2 coc. Th? nh?ng sau 26 ¢6 |7 tr? thanh hung th?, r? |7 tr?
thanh n?n nhan 7?2 r2 khép 17 cu?n sach, ¢6 17 ti?p t?c latac gi? c?am? céi b?y tinh vi.
M?t cu?n trinh tham bu?n, du ch?m réi nh?ng v?n b ng? vat?m t?.

Brenda says

Thisisthe second book in atrilogy. Thefirst, Irene, | gave 4 stars; this book gets 5 stars.

Y ou can probably tell from thetitle that this book is about Alex. Alex was put into a horrific situation from
which...oh, rats, | can't tell you that. Then the story turns 180° when it turns out Alex is...oops, | can't tell you
that, either. And finally, Alex... Well, | give up. Y ou have to read the book. There's nothing | can tell you,
except thiswas an emotional roller coaster and | loved theride! There's no doubt in my mind why this book
was the CWA International Dagger Award winner for Best Crime Novel 2013, and it was well deserved.

Now to finish the trilogy with Camille.

Sharon says

??Reviewed for The Reading Room (Bookstr)

When | first received this book, | was not sureif | would enjoy it so | put it off time and time again. | have
read afew Crime Thrillers before and enjoyed them but they were not my thing. So imagine my surprise
when this book turned out to not only be my favourite for the year. It's one of the most cleverly written books
that | haveread in along time.

Written almost in amovie script style; | am not sureif that isthe intention of the author or whether it isthe
way the story istranslated. | like quirky books so | did not mind this style of storytelling at al. The author
tells us what the characters are thinking, how they are moving and how they interact with each other. There
are no hidden messages, it is a case of what you read is what you get.

The story itself is one of the most clever and well thought out plotsthat | have read in along time. At the
start, the reader isdrawn in and feels sorry for Alex and what is happening to her. As things change and the
plot sowly twists and turns to reveal itself, you start feeling like the victim doesn't deserve your sympathies.
Then as you go even deeper into the characters and the plot twists alittle more, you start to feel that you
were right all along to feel pain for this woman. The writing flows along never missing a beat; it goes back
and forth between Alex and the police officials that are trying to find her. As| mentioned above, there are
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multiple twists and turns that will leave you wondering what will happen next.

A totally enjoyable read, | would recommend this book to anyone who loves Crime Thrillers and anyone else
in between.

Thanos says

Ed? Kot A?y0 Ka1p? 20eAd va Bpw Ma BiBA?0 Tou Ba dlaB?eTal ypYopa Xwp?¢ va YVETAI
KOUPAOTIK?, ME KOA? KOI 2ELTIVIN LTTPBECT, LE CUUTIIONTIKO?C XOPAKT?PEC KAl AVATPOTIG. E Ao,
2A0 aUT? UTT?PXOLV CGE AUT?TO PBIRA?0!

200 TEPVVE 0l OEADEC, Ol AVATPOTT?C dlad?XovTal N U?2a TNV 7AAN. MNolog eval moloc? AT? In w2
OUUTT?20XEIC UE K?2TIOIOUC XOPAKT?PEG KA OTI? TNV 7AAN TOUG KATApL?2oal. AA? 0 K?70€ 0eA?DA T
TIVTA AAA?C0LV. M?2XPL Kdl TO T?A0C UTT?PXOULV OVATPOTIZC.

FevIK? eval va ToA? 2EuTIVO PIBA?0 TV EEPEPVEL AY0 OTT? TA KAOOIK? 0OTUVOUIK? KOl dVEL aUT?
TO KTl TIIPOTIV TIOU XPEILETAL VIA VA EEXWP?0EL. T KATAQ?PVEL ETIZIA KA EINKPIV? Ba 20eAa
METAQEPOOTUAVO KAl TO TP?TO BIPA?0 TNC OEIP?C VIO VO ?XOUE U200 KAA?TEPN EIKVA TOWV
XOPOKT?PwWV.

Highly recommended!

Janet Joy says

Shocking.

Gruesome.

Complex.

Compelling.

I did not like the beginning because | am squeamish. It was ugly. Raw and very Frightening.

| continued and was rewarded with the start of an ingenious puzzle. A layered plot is so delicious and this
was extremely satisfying and addictive.

One starts with pitying the woman & fearing for her : twist: pitying the men and fearing for them : twist :
understanding the woman through those who knew her : pitying her : twist : cheering for her.

It isbrilliant in the effortless reveal of this complex and fascinating character. And that’ s just Alex.

The detectives are each fully devel oped and wonderfully flawed. The rich nuances of their past and present
relationships with each other and others provided so much texture.

Thisisnot agenre | gravitate to probably because a good mystery/detective/crime/suspense novel takes over
my life until | finish the story. That’swhat ALEX did to me for 3 days.

Bravo to the writer & the tranglator for a tension-filled unforgettable story.

| was thinking about who would love this book:

Readers of Stieg Larsson with its tension, brutality, shocking events and turn of events.

Readers of Gone Girl. | loved the twist in Gone Girl. Hated the characters by the end. It was strange to me
becuase | couldn’t recommend the book as it was too ugly and | didn't 'enjoy’ it.

ALEX on the other hand has multiple twists, characters you go through many emotions with and then the
ending is brilliant.
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It isarich experience with afull and extraordinary ending.

Robert says

If I may be so bold, I'd like to begin at the end and say there' s definitely a*“ disturbance in the creative
force.” —thanks Amanda Or at least that was my first thought after completing this novel.

If | didn’t want to embrace books with awarm hug and proceed to shove them out into the world by talking
about them, promoting them, and engaging in lively discussions with informed readers across the space and
time continuum for the rest of my life without fail, | could very easily just write ALEX off and move on with
my life, rubbing my palms together, and then ducking under an overpass while the train rocks the tracks
above my head. But that wouldn't be okay, and it certainly isn't a productive use of my time. Maybe I’m
half-sensitive, half-crazy, prone to second-guessing, and have enough of an ego that | feel like | need to
somehow be a productive member of society and make some sort of contribution before | dissipate off this
Earth faster than afart in the New Mexican wind, so here we are, wonderful reader and |, dancing the tango
over yet another book review. Where | hope to impart a few thoughts, informed opinions, and constructive
criticisms, and you can pretend that you actually give aflying fart.

Here are afew of the issues:

Constant telling to the point that | wanted to rip my hair out? Check.

Inside Alex’s head way too much, to the point that | could set up camp, read a newspaper, and smoke a
cigarette while balancing a tumbler on my left knee? Check.

Shaggy dialogue? Check.

Exclamation point minefields? Check.

Not getting to the point? Check.

Am | making myself clear? No.

Piss-poor similes and metaphors? Check.

Overstated, redundant, bloated prose? Check.

Stilted, tiff, wooden, overformal, mannered, and pretentious dial ogue? Check.

Overemphasis on ellipses? Check.

Repetitious to the point that | thought | had developed CRS disease? Check.

Drama and heightened tension sucked out of the prose faster than a Hoover by mediocre writing? Check.
Excessive stammering to the point that | wanted to offer speech lessons? Check.

Mystery? Possibly but it was a side car on this happy train.

A supposed thriller minus most of the thrills? Check.

Plenty of clichés? Check.

Immediate and unexplained epiphanies? Check.

Brings words like pussyfooting to the foray? Check.

Penchant for passive voice? Check.

Almost seemed to switch POV in the middle of afew scenes? Check.

Editing comments that were both annoying and frustrating and over explained the difference between French
and English? Check. (This should be fixed upon the official release, otherwise readers arein for areal treat.)

For the first two-thirds or so of thistale, Alex Prevost just might have been my least favorite character of all
time. I’'m not sure | could have looked at her, or even been in the same room with her, and being in her head
for so long proved rather torturous, corrupting me on more than one level. (view spoiler)

If | didn’t already have some sort of complex where | tend to question myself, ponder the meaning of life,
and seek out both the good in people and books, I might be perfectly fine with writing two one-star reviews
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inarow. But | can't help but feel asthough | have somehow failed the universe.

Upon finishing ALEX, | don't really feel anger or frustration or fury or annoyance, | feel alingering,
profound sadness that hangs over me like the sun, a sense of defeat and loss and despair that clingsto melike
awet t-shirt, and then | don’t really feel much of anything at all.

| received this book for free through NetGalley.

Cross-posted at Robert's Reads

Chi — cuddle.thereader says

Wowwww b2t ng? n? nhau, nh?t lacai k?t.
Highly rec.

Alexandra (matobookal o) says

Enal o TIOA? KOA?, dIAQOPETIK?, AVATPETITIK? 0GTUVOUIK? BIBA?0 TIOL LE K?pdIOE KAl Ba TO
TIP?TEIVA GE K?TOI0V TIOU OV B7AEl VO UTIAEXTE? UE CLVAITONUATIOUO?C, TEPIYPAP?C KAL TEPITT?C
VPOUU?C “Yia va ye?oel To BIBA?0”. Eval 21 Xpel 2(etal Kal 200 Xpel?(eTal!

Ag UTIOP? VA T 2UWC 2AN0, IOT? €01 aTr? Ta BIBA?0 TIOU 201 KL va TELG €Al spailer...

MaK?pl va €?2X€ LETAQPPOCTE? KAl TO |pV 20T va Ta dla?(ae YE TN OEIp?..

Sinta Nisfuanna says

Tragis. Awalnya tokoh disekap dengan perlakuan yang tidak manusiawi, lanjut menjadi sosok kejam
pembununh, tak disangka kembali menjadi korban. Bingung? Silakan baca sendiri... Pastinya saya suka
dengan novel thriller yang satu ini!

Raven says

Every so often a crime thriller comes along that leaves you breathless and takes you on a disturbing journey
into the darkest recesses of human experience- ‘Alex’ is one such book and you are guaranteed atale of the
unexpected from start to finish. Don’t expect any spoilers or dwelling on the plot from me, as| want you all
to be as surprised by thistwisty tale as| was, but all | will say is, you arein for more than one shock or two
along the way. Intriguing huh?

The book opens innocuously enough with the kidnapping of ayoung woman, the eponymous Alex, but as the
grim details of her incarceration unfold, and quite frankly, will probably haunt your dreams, she finds herself
having to draw on every ounce of her own resource-fulness to survive and seek her escape. With the police
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seemingly at alossto identify her and, to more importantly track her and her kidnapper down, what isit
about this woman that eludes their detection and has forced a man to take such serious measures as to
patiently stalk her, and then seek to watch her die in a pretty damn barbarous way? Well, I'm not telling, but
suffice to say when the true nature of Alex’s character and her ruthless sense of retribution are slowly
revealed, you will be completely caught up in, and engaged with the expose of this remarkably determined
and dangerous young woman- a woman who admittedly makes Lisbeth Salander look like Mary Poppins.
But, and here’ s the clever bit, you will be wrongfooted at every turn in your emotional responses to her and
thisis where the genius of this dark tale lies.

Outside of the sterling characterisation of the truly hypnotic Alex herself, Lemaitre proves he is no douch at
creating other compelling characters, as an integral part of the whole. Police Commandant Camille
Verhoeven, who reluctantly discovers himself in charge of thisinitially mystifying case is awonderful
creation. Struggling with his own mental torment following the relatively recent kidnapping and murder of
hiswife, Verhoeven, adiminutive man in stature, but with the investigatory tenacity of asmall terrier, takes
afirm hold on the case, challenging those who seek to interupt his path of detection with a steely
determination and a nice line in putdowns. As small as he is physically, his character looms large within the
piece and hisinterplay with his colleagues Louis, intelligent and rich who drapes himself in designer
clothing, and Armand, a scruffy individual who has taken cadging to awhole other level, is so plausible and
engaging, that as the action pivots between Alex herself and the police investigation, there wasto me a
perfect mix of drama, poignancy and humour ingrained in Verhoeven and his close cohorts throughout.
There are also by turns, some truly hapless and repellent characters who al play a strong part in the novel,
both in conjunction with Alex’s actions, and in those who seek to undermine Verhoeven's grip on the case,
despite the sense of urgency and professionalism he brings to the investigation. Quite simply, Lemaitre
provides a masterclass in characterisation throughout, and you will be appalled and delighted by his
protagonists at every turn.

Last, but by no means least, | would like to offer a special mention, to the translator Frank Wynne, who has
not only peppered the book with some lovely- aswe say in English- turns of phrase (sorry, thisisanod to a
character- you' [l understand it when you read the book) including ‘narked’, references to ‘muppets’ and even
a‘noggin’, that injects the book with another level of humour, but has also produced a distinctly fluid
tranglation that, to me, retains the nuances of Lemaitre’s accomplished plot and characterisation, and elevates
the enjoyment of this novel even more.

An absolute gem of a crime novel that is wonderfully dark, scary, mad, bad and dangerous to know, but just
far too good to miss...

Krbo says

vidite kako sam odjednom sko?io sa 31% na"pro?itano”?

g, tojetakvaknjiga - nemamrdanja dok se ne pro?ita kad se jednom razmase jer nije takva od po?etka
po?inje relativno normalno - oteta lijepa djevojka, zlostavljanai tako to sve dok...

na samom po~?etku sam odmah dobio napad mrznje prema nakladniku jer glavni junak vrlo ?esto ima
reference prema svojoj Zeni Irene, a postoji i taknjigano prvo izdaju kronoloski #2 &0 mrzim jer ne znam
nista o ranijoj radnji.

| tu sam pogrijesio, te vam to i navodim kako ne histe sli?no pomidlili - da, "lrene" je kronoloski prvano
izdana je u ozujku ove godine (3 godine nakon Alex) pasmo u HR malo zakinuti.
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Ako ?itate stranaizdanja onda je lako, idite redom.

asad 0 "Alex" - jednostavno strasna knjiga.

Stradno dobrai o stradnim, uzasnim stvarima.

Ako Zelite biti Sokirani mra?nim dijelovimaljudskog uma, volite jake obrate u krimi/napetica djelima onda
?ete uZivati.

Ne smijem nista viSe spominjati, aizbjegavajtei ostale recenzije kako vam ne bi upropastilo doZivljgj.
Naletio sam na nesto recenzija koje spominju plosnost likova. Da, negativci i zrtve su jako plosni no bilo
kakav ulazak u njihovu psihu, unutarnje dijalogei dli”no bi odmah srudio stupove raspleta. Zato ih prihvatite
kakvi jesu dok vam se sve ne razjasni. Karakterizacija pozitivaca je daleko dublja.

Brrr, koji rasplet.

4,0do 4,5

Roula says

3.500Tepla yia TNV OKPIBEIN.OK NTAV EVA EVOIAPEPOV OIOTUVOUIKO.EIXE KOTIOBEC WPAIEC OVOTPOTEG
OAAO OV [E KAAUYE Y10 00000OAOV OUTO TO XOIUO TIOU EXEl VIVEL.ETIONC O WOV OPECE TIOL OEV
EETUAIXONKE OPKETO O XOPAKTNPOC TOU KEVIPIKOUL NPpwd. WPaId ypa@n, 0 KPATAEL OAAX TITIOTA TO
e&alpeTo..

Janet says

Alex isthe follow up to Irene in the Verhoeven trilogy by Lemaitre. Even though the storyline is completely
different certain events continue on from the previous book so these books are best read in order if you want
to fully appreciate how they're told.

| don't like giving away spoilers so I'll keep this brief and say that the story is one of Alex, ayoung woman
that gets brutally kidnapped and held hostage by an assailant for reasons that only become clear with time.
What follows is a hard hitting, shocking, twisty turny tale that will have your head spinning at times. Just as
you think you know where the story is going, it moves totally into a different direction and will keep many
guessing until the end. | did work out some of the premise here but that in no way detracted from the heady
thrill and squirmy factor. And squirm | did!! Without giving away too much, let's just say | hated a particular
species of animal before, those feelings were compounded even more so here. * shudders*

Allin all thisis another well executed book and though I've given it five stars | still think Ireneis dightly
better for me. A five and half perhaps?!!
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Looking forward to the last book, Camille, in thisthrilling trilogy. So, it will come as no surprise that |
highly recommend this one for aread that is a cut above what's normally offered out there. Just bring your
strong stomach with you!!

2TUPOTIO?A0V ?0TIX Says

Z1youpa ?Xw HENVEL 2@wvn!Avau@?BoAd TPWT?TUTO, AYWV?0 AT TNV ApPX? U2XP! TO T?A0C KOl
@OBEP? AVATPETIIK? 0XI TNV TAOKN LOVO GAAO OTA CLUVAICOUATA TOLU GOL BYy?el KLPI?C TPOG TNV
AA?E ,0 CUYWPAE?0C GOL AVATP?TEI GLUXV? TNV YWWHN TOU ?XEIC VIO TNV KEVIPIK? NPWIdA KAl EKEL
TIOU VOU?LEIC OTI §?PEIC...0TI KATAAAPBAVEIC... TEAIK? dev Wwp?el¢ T?rmotalK eva T?A0¢ TIou
Olyoupa EIVOIL OUTO TOL 70eAd...BIBA?0 COKAPIOTIK?, GKANP? OAAQ ATIPA0LC0 TNV K?0€ TOU
oeA?dal

Carl Ingebretsen says

| am ecstatic right now. Damn near in shock. | have just experienced the thrill of reading what | am going to
hold as one of the best crime novels | have ever read. In other words;

BEST. CRIME NOVEL. EVER EVER EVER
OMGOMGOMGOMGOMGOMGOMGOGMOMGOGMOGM

Ahem.

But seriously, | cannot get over how terrific, how amazing, this novel really is. Written in present tense
(DOESANYONE HAVE ANY IDEA HOW RARE THIS IS?), in third person, the prose is sometimes
bizarre and always dightly different to read. It is masterfully written, with excellent characters and dialogue
that makes you understand, get to know and get afeel for the characters. Thisisvery, very rare, especially in
crimefiction. What's even more rare is doing it while the plot zips and zaps, moving along like atrain at full
speed (sorry, for that terrible metaphor, as| read thison atrain...).

And | haven't even gotten to the plotting. Or the twists. Aaaaagghhhh it is so great.

We meet Alex, and she gets kidnapped. Police Commandant Camille Verhaeven is reluctantly put on the
case, along with some of his old friends, and they start looking for this girl. The only problem is, they have
nothing to go on except for an eyewitness report. Every second matters, timeis of the essence and nothing is
asit seems.

This, my friends, isacrime novel. It's like someone took Silence of the Lambs, Gone Girl and The Girl with
the Dragon Tattoo and threw them in a blender, then sprinkled some Sherlock Holmes on top, along with a
dash of kidnapping-horror. It has everything you could ever ask for in a crime novel; shocking twists,
gruesome descriptions of violent and gory acts, harrowing truths and a feeling of complete disbelief asyou
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realize that you have no ideawhere thisis going next. | scratched my head so many times, going "why isthis
happening now? This doesn't make sense..." and then, fifty pageslater, | went "Oh shit. How the hell didn't |
see that coming?'. That is, if | had managed to close my dropped jaw and stopped reading for a moment to
think, instead of just reading on, desperate to find out what would happen next.

If Gone Girl was last years' phenomenon, then I'll be damned if Alex shouldn't be thisyears. Crime thrillers
this great are few and far in between. Someone needs to get off their ass and trans ate L emaitre's other novels

or else I'm learning french, just to keep reading. And when Hollywood gets ahold of this...

It's going to be huge. Mark my words. And read it now; you won't be sorry you did.

Michael Kotsarinis says

E?x0 Kaip?va dlaB?0w 1?00 KAOAOYPOHVO0 (KAl XOPTAOTIK?) OOTUVOLIK? TIOL OUVOU 2LEl TN
aYXPOVN YPa@E? UE TIC APET?E TOU KAAOOIKO?. A BIBA70 TOU EEKIVZEL apy? KOt TPOPRAAYIHa Ba
PAEYE KAVE?C VIO TO €2D0C KA TN CUVXELD ETUITAXVEL UE TN IO AVATPOT? VO 0KOAOLBE? TNV 7AAN
U?XPl TO EVPNMATIK? KOl CUVETT?20TATO T7A0C. To BIBA?0 Hov ?peoe 101 ?tepa KaB?¢ o Pierre Lemaitre
OTIOOEIKV?El 2TI UTIOPE? VO YPAPEL KAVE?C VO OYXPOVO 0OTUVOUIK? KAl VO PUXOYPa@?0€El TOLC
?PW?C TOL E TA TPOPBAUAT? TOUE XWP?C VA X0 Be? GTOUC AAB?pIVOOULC TV PUXOAOVIK Y KOl
VTIPEIOK Y TOUG AVALNT?0eWV. ANAOD? ATIA? XWP?C VA EEX?0EL TI YP?PEL KAl XWwp?¢ va Bapebe? o
avayw?0tnc.

Pat says

Absolutely awesome book! Thefirst book "Irene” | might haveto rate a’5.5 but "Alex" is right behind with 5
stars. Very different stories and very different premise in the storyline. | could not figure out where this story
was going but the end was far better than anything | imagined. | recommend these books to anyone who
appreciates a great crime series. | also recommend these books be read in order (and | am someone who
cheats and reads out of order!). Some details from "Irene" appear in "Alex" and it will ruin reading Irene if
out of order.

I'm going to try and wait before reading the final book "Camille". Uuggh! If | can have that kind of
resistance! | believe this series may have ruined me for what | am going to read next. All others may seem
'meh’ next to this.
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