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Forced to take her lifein a new direction when an injury ends her ballet career, Emmareturns to her homein
Australia and learns that she has inherited an isolated sheep station from a late grandmother who would
impart key lessons about love and motherhood.
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From Reader Review Wildflower Hill for online ebook

K ate Forsyth says

A compelling and poignant family sagathat parallels the story of Beattie Blaxland, a Scottish girl who
emigratesto Australiain 1929, with the story of her granddaughter, Emma Blaxland-Hunter. Linking the
generationsisthe old house, Wildflower Hill, in Tasmania. A love story, and a story about making the best
of what life throws at you, thisis a book where the pages just seem to turn themselves. I’ d really recommend
this to anyone who loves a heart-warming tale.

Pegay says

[ I was so sad when Charlie died! Although Beattie really annoyed me at that point (and only that point):
what is it with those white women who have good romantic or other relation

Caroline says

| didn't care for this book at al. The author did a poor job of making her story cometo life. | just kept
thinking to myself, "people don't act like this. People don't talk like this." Beatty was presented as though she
were avictim of her society, but in actuality she was avictim of her own poor judgment and her inability to
adapt to her circumstances. It was very hard to feel any sympathy for her.

Also, | was disappointed that | never felt areally strong sense of atime or place. At one point, kangaroos are
mentioned and | wondered where kangaroos had come from, until | remembered the story was set in
Australia. Freeman didn't do agood job of making me feel absorbed by the physical or cultural environment
about which she was writing.

Heather says

| decided to read this book based on goodreads and amazon recommendations, | think because | had really
liked Kate Morton's The Forgotten Garden. When it arrived | saw Morton had even written ablurb for the
front cover so | was all excited for it. But then | read it and was really really disappointed. | felt like Morton's
blurb should have read: Nice try but not as good as my book. The plot of this book isvery similar to The
Forgotten Garden (generations of women, family secrets, inheritances, Australia) but Freeman is not as good
at portraying the characters and they all felt like stereotypes to me, especialy the ballerina grandaughter. The
plot of this book is also so painfully predictable that | almost laughed when every plot "twist" happened. Oh
and it's over 500 pages long so it just goes on and on and you know exactly what is going to happen in the
end. So learn from my mistakes, don't read this book, read The Forgotten Garden instead!

Jennie says

" YT1?px0ouv 06?0 £?20n YUVOIK?V 0TOV K?0U0,MTT2ITI-0UT2C TIOU K2VOUV TIP?VUOTA KOl OUT?C TIOU
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LTIOU2VOLV TIP?2VuOTA."

AX...vd BIBA?0, TO OTID?0 PE ZKAVE VA KAPW,Vva BLUU?0W,va UTIW OUCIACTIK? U200 GTNV LOTOP?d
KOl vo T " 21" 2 °Mnv 1o Kel¢ aut?” Kal 2AAQ T?tola. Agv 2uouv Ka8?Aou a?youpn Tl
BaBpoAoy?a ?rpeTeE va ToU 8?0Ww. 3 AOTEPKIA ETEID? UE PKAVE VO OTEVOXWPNO? KOl Vo oUyKIvnB?
T?200 TOA? (E2Ud1 KA1 K?TG ELOLYKVNTOC VOPWIOC,TPOU?pa Hov! :() ?5 eTEIS? VTwg ENVAl T?00
KOA?, ?t01 20TE VO 00U PEVEL OTN MVUN, ?tav Ba To Eavade?q va TeIG "AX, aLT? 10 BIBA?0 2?00 E
ouvyknaoe!" (kat e§?7AN0U dev TI?el TI?0W KAl OTT? LEPL 2G UTIPOECT G, XA POKT?PUV KATL).

O?AW VA T T?200 TOAA? VI AUT? TO BIBA?0. POB?UAL 2UWE 2TI OV TO KV W Ba TPOJ?0W TIOAA?, OTTTE
Ba apkeoT? ota €€72¢: Ot {w?¢ dLO BUVAIK YUVAIKY TIOL TIPOCTI?ON o0V U700 AT1? K270,
TIPOOTT?BE10 KAl APKET? A?0N va TA KATAP?POLV, va €EEAIXB0V KAl T?A0C va BI200LV TNV EVTUX 2T,
o€ OO POPETIK?C ETIOX ?C N KOBeU 2.

UG aLT? 1O PIBA?0 dev €A ATIA?G Ol 10TOP?EC QLO YUVAILK TIOU OTIA?G TPOCTIB0V va {?00LV
NV {W? TOLC KOl VO EETEP?O0LV TA EUTI?DIA TIOU EUQAV?{OVTOL OTO OP?U0 TOUC. AVAE?P0VTaIl TIOAA?
TEPIOO?TENA TIPYUOTA U200 2TIIC KOIVWVIK? OTEPE?TUTI TN ETIOX ?C TNC MTTATI (TIOU dLOTLUYX G
aut?KaB?proav TNV {w?tng:() , TIPOKATOAAPEIC KATL ...

(view spoiler)

Nikoleta says

AUVVOUIK?C YUVO 2KEG TIOL TO KVOUV UTI?XOA0 O€ AAAOTIV?C KAl 2X1 U0, ETIOX?C. MuaT?plo, 170N,
MUOTIK?... MOU ?peCe TIOA?.

Maria says

Juv?20w¢ TO BIBA?0 TOL TEPLYPZPOULV dUO (W?C, L7000 OTO TP KOl L70 OTO TPEAB Ta Bapl2ual
KOl E KOLUP?LOLV. ZTO CUYKEKPILAO0 OV 2rBa T2roTa aTo Ta 070. &l ?Bala ypyopa yid va gr?0w
OTNV 1OTOP?0 ? TNG L20¢ ? TNG PAANG TPWTAYWV?0TPIaC. H 1otop?a B?Bata tng MT2ATI Hov 7pece
KOl ME TP?PNEE TEPIOC?TEPO, BAUACA TO KOUPAMO TNG, TNV ALTOBLC?0 TNC KAl VIWod Vd
OULUTI?OXW HAd? TNG O€ PAd TNG TO TPOPAUATA.

MomToKippy says

| would give this 3.5 stars overall but 4 for Beattie's story. Thisis adual time period story where the
historical portion is much more endearing than the contemporary story. In fact, | felt that the modern story
really contributed very little to the overall impact of the heart wrenching saga of Beattie'slife and struggles.
In this case, the author did not really useit to its best advantage in discovering the past. It seemed to be just
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part of the popular formulafor dual time period fiction. It would be a better book if the 1929 story were more
detailed and the contemporary story removed entirely. The period switches felt digointed to me. Possibly
because of thisit took me about 150 pagesto get really interested in the story.

Anyway, Beattie's story was beautiful and tragic. The advice that helps motivates her in several dire
situations was memorable. "There are 2 kinds of women, those who do things and those who have things
done to them." | do wish she had not had so many things "doneto her." It was a bit sad and some she was not
ableto overcome. The story lines with her daughter and Charlie were agonizing. | would prefer to have some
happier resolutions to the story but that's just me.

The Tasmania setting was fascinating and the characters in that time period were vividly drawn. One easily
identified with their love, hate and quirkiness. | could see that portion of the story would make quite a good
movie.

Stacie Vaughan says

Wildflower Hill is at the top of my list for favourite books of the year and | would even say | consider it one
of my favourite books of all time. It was absolutely wonderful. It's the kind of the book that leaves alasting
impression. | finished it a couple weeks ago and | am still thinking about it.

| think of one of the reasons why Wildflower Hill really touched me was the rich characters especially
Bedttie. | fell inlove with her strength and kindness. | envied how she dealt so courageously with all the
difficult situations life threw her in and she never once stopped to feel sorry for herself. This woman endured
SO MUCH heartache that | was literally sobbing and even thinking back and imagining myself in the
situation she was in, makes me misty eyed.

This book brought out so many emotionsin me and to me, that's asign of a good book. | love books that can
make me fedl for the characters and be in the moment with them rather than just reading and observing. | felt
anger towards Besttie's parents for abandoning her, and was furious with Beattie's "husband" and his wife. |
don't want to give the story away so | want to be careful what | say.

The story goes back and forth between the present day with Emma, the ballerina and back to the 1920s and
30s to her grandmother, Besttie's time. It's perfectly woven though so you don't feel like its jumping back
and forth. | think Kimberley Freeman did an amazing job intertwining the two generations and developing
the family history that becomes so important to Emma in the present day.

| also really enjoyed the scenes in the Tasmanian countryside. Wildflower Hill appears to be a breathtaking
location and | was taken away with all the vivid description of the countryside.

Thisbook isa"must-read”. I'm going to read it again because | loved it that much.

Verasays

Mp?KelTal yia va ar? 1o aTr? Ta KAA?tepa BIBA?a Tou ?Xw dlaB?cel. YT?poxo PIBA?0, o€ Tagide?El
OTNV 10TOP?0 LIAC OIKOYNVEIOC UE KATATANKTIK? TP?10. AlaB?(ETO YE TIOA? EVAIA@?poV!
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Lyndz says

| actually finished this last week but didn’t have time to write areview.

What an amazing book! There was more than one night where | stayed up way past my bedtimeto read it. |
realy enjoyed it.

| fully intend on looking for some more books by this author, | liked it that much.

If you are a historical fiction buff you should not miss this one.

5 starg!!

Thank you goodreads & Touchstone for the free copy of the book and opportunity to read it. | received this
book for free through goodreads first reads program, but that in no way influenced this review.

Victoria says

Jai toujours peur que les histoires de ce genre soient trop "gnangnan”, trop pleines de bons sentiments. Celle-
ci, comme toutes les autres, |'est en quelque sorte, on'y retrouve encore des histoires de secrets de famille et
d'amour, maisjel'a trouvée particuliérement prenante et émouvante (j'ai eu leslarmes aux yeux a plusieurs
reprises, et le coeur qui battait aussi). Les personnes sont trés trés attachants, 1'intrigue pleine de
rebondissements, et e destin de Beattie tout afait incroyable. Une lecture que je recommande volontiers
pour les vacances !

Dena Pardi says

| liked the story, but found it to only be so-so. The writing was really predictable and during portions of the
story that could have been really griping the author just gave it away. She stunted alot of the climax and as a
result | can't say the book was great, though | was deeply interested in Besattie's character.

| thought the story of Emma was sweet and didn't mind the back and forth of generations but felt it watered
down/weakened the story. | was so much more interested in Beattie that | would have rather met Emma
towards the end of the story, then lacing her in between. | didn't find that she added alot of value to the
book, except when she delivered the letter, which I'm super pissed we didn't get to read the reaction!!! That
was a huge component of the story that could have left you on an emotional up swing or down, either way it
wouldn't leave you with the feeling of missing one of the bigger pieces.

Jenny Q says

Thisisamoving story of awoman's triumph over adversity, and the lessons she passes along to her
granddaughter. Beattie Blaxland is an amazing character. When the story begins she's nineteen with dreams
of becoming a fashion designer. Instead she ends up pregnant and homeless--but not defeated. She's smart,
compassionate, hardworking, self-sacrificing, and she stands up for what she believesin. She's not perfect,
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but she's tough as nails and knows an opportunity when she sees one. She does whatever it takes to provide
for her daughter, tackling poverty and bigotry, and the conventions that have long held women back in small-
town Australia during the depression and World War 1.

In the present day, Beattie's granddaughter Emma comes home to Australia after an exalted, whirlwind
career as a primaballerina ends abruptly due to an injury. Emma and Beattie are two very different women.
Beattie's early life was one of struggle and uncertainty; Emma’s was one of privilege and status. But Emma
has to learn how to live without dancing and without a purpose, how to make friends, how to take care of
herself. She's very surprised to discover that her grandmother left her an old farm estate, Wildflower Hill in
Tasmania, and she goes there intending to prepare it for sale. But the house is full of boxes of Beattie's
personal belongings--letters, photos, mementos--and as Emma goes through them she begins to discover who
her grandmother really was and how much Wildflower Hill meant to her. Along the way she learns alot
about her own capabilities and what's truly important in life.

| was utterly absorbed in this story from start to finish. The writing is lovely, the characterization isrich, the
pacing is perfect, the narrative switches between Beattie in the past and Emmain the present in al the right
places; | laughed, | cried, | got angry--and | never wanted it to end. But end it did, and it was one of the most
satisfying, fitting, and perfect endings I've seenin along time. Loved it!

Helene Jeppesen says

This story wasn't asimpressive as | had hoped it would be, but it was still good. It deals with family secrets
which are slowly revealed to the reader as we follow two women from two different eras. Furthermore, one
of them livesin Tasmania, Australia and the other one on the other side of the world, in London.

| love stories that deal with people, relationships and multiple perspectives, however this one at times
became too sweet and convenient for my taste. | think that if you've read afair amount of books like these,
this one won't surprise you a bit. Y ou see where things are going, and in the end | was cringing my toes at all
the morals that were put out in the open.

| still maintain that this was a good and entertaining story; it just didn't impress me in the way | was hoping
for, but I'm still glad | read it and got the story behind Beattie and Emma.

Book of Secrets says

Wildflower Hill is a poignant tale of two women living in different decades but whose lives are strongly
intertwined. | dearly loved this book! The story of Beattie and her granddaughter Emma was completely
absorbing. Beattie was a Scottish immigrant who moved to Tasmania, Australia, at the start of the Great
Depression. Someone had told her once that "there are two types of women in the world...those who do
things, and those who have things done to them." As a poor, unwed mother, she kept that thought in the
forefront of her mind as she struggled against poverty and prejudice. Against insurmountable odds, she
became the owner of a prosperous sheep farmin rural Tasmania, though it was not without great hardship
and heartache.

Set in 2009, Emmal's story is effortlesdy woven in with Beattie's. Emmais a prima ballerinain London.
Proud of her success as a dancer, she didn't realize how it had totally consumed her life until a knee injury
put an end to her career. Left with no other options, she returns home to Sydney. Emmais told that she has
inherited afarm in Tasmaniathat her grandmother ran in the 1930s. Beattie had not been there for many
years and used the place for storage, so Emma decides to head south to clean out the place in order to sdll it.
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Upon arrival Emma finds boxes and boxes full of Bezttie's old possessions, including letters, photos and
business records. As Emma sorts through everything, she lowly uncovers family secrets buried for decades.

| have not been moved by abook quite so much in avery long time. | really enjoyed the author's writing
style, including the rich descriptions of the settings. It was easy to picture myself there too. Wildflower Hill
stirred up many emotions for me - heartache, joy, anger, and frustration. Ultimately it is avery inspirational
story about the power of perseverance and realizing what is truly important in life. Both Beattie and Emma
were strong femal e characters written in away that | felt like | was sharing their experiences with them. |
loved how important parts of the story were told through old-fashioned letters. The last letter written by
Beattie that Emma finds had me sobbing. The ending was bittersweet and very satisfying. | would highly

recommend Wildflower Hill to fans of women'sfiction. It is a story that will stay with me for along time. v

Disclosure: | received a copy of this book from the publisher in exchange for an honest review.

Geor gette | oannitca says

https.//georgette60.blogspot.gr/2017/...

Aa BIBA?0 TIOL AQEEl BETIK? EVTMOT KOl EE0KOAOVOE?C VO TO OK2PTECOI KOl LET?TEITA, TP YA
TIOU CNUOVEL 2T1 0OV ANV PYE? TIOAA? GLVAICO2UATA.Ol XOPAKT?PEG TWV NP2WV €Al T?00
(vTavo? Kal eVOIO@?POVTEG TIOU TOUC VI 2DEIC 200 OOV OVT? va €2001 OTA? TIPATNPNT?¢.M 20
1OTOP?0 E APNYNHUATIK?C EVOAAQY?C OTOV XPVO (TPEABV - G2UEPA KOl OAP?C LTEPTEPE? TO
TIPEABV) ?TOL N CLYYPUP?AC CLVO?ZEL TIC O70 YEVI 2C EKTIANKTIK? AVATIT2000VTAC CLYXPVWE TNV
TIAOK? TN ¢ OIKOYVEIAC TIOL EAVAL YEU?TN AVATPOTI?C.ZWVTOV?G Ol TEPIYPAP?E KAl EIOIK? TN

VT 70P0L PE VTOVA XP2UATO {WyPaP OUNVECT pYOPO,EVKOA0DI ?BACTO,ATUOCEAIPIK? KOl
OTOAQLOTIK? BIBA?0.M 20 1OTOP?0 AY?IMC,KAPAI2C,I0XUP? KAl GUYKIVNTIK? KAl JE U220 VTOoVN U?2XN
EVVTIA OTNV TOAAITIWP?0 TNE YUVA KO AVTIMETWITZLOVTOC QUOKOA7EC KAl dOKIMOO?6C.EMMA -
MIETTY 870 Npw?deC LE BlAQOPETIKO?C XOPOKT?PEC.ATI?0TELTN N HO?PA TNC MTI2ITUC TIOU PE TNV
ETIHOV? , TNV €EUTIV?DA, TNV CUUTIAVO0IA, TNV EPYOC?0, TNV AUTOBLC?0 TNE KAl TP'?A0 TIG
QVTIE0?TNTEC,TIC Ol 2POPEC TPOKATAAAYEIC,TAV PI?XEIN,TOV POTOIOU? KAl TOV @UVOTIOU? TIOU
ETIKPATO?00V OEV TILOPONKE,AAA? WV TEEE KOl UTEPOCTI?OTNKE OIUT? TIOU TI2OTEVE.ATI? TNV 7AAN 1
PUUO 20 UTIOTOVIK ?,eYWTIO?C,CLUBI BACUVN KAl YUVA KO KO PI?p0¢ KATOPONVEL va OAAZEEL TP?TO
{W?C KOl OKAPELC,

Shruti says

| picked up this book because it was supposed to be like a Kate Morton novel. | guessit sort of was, but not
quite up to par. It had the same general plot set up as Morton's novels do: ayoung relative
investigating/discovering family secrets alternated with the family in question'slife. Even the time frame was
the same: present day + world war era. Unfortunately, the similarities ended there as far as | was concerned.
The historical pieces read like someone who did some research and lacked the genuineness that I've come to
love with Morton's novels. There was little detail, and it just didn't manage to keep my attention. The first
half of the book was significantly more bearable than the second half. Also, the book felt more like a chick

lit novel than a Morton novel. Boring, predictable, and altogether generic.
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Perihan says

"?ki ¢e?it kad?n vard?r:
Bir ?eyler yapanlar ve kendine bir ?eyler yapdanlar..."

Kitab? severek okudum. Bence kendi tarz? icinde gayet ba?ar?? bir kurgusu vard?.
Bir kad?n?n turlG zorluklara kar?? verdi?i blyik micadesi bence okunmaya de?er...

"Cok Uzginim. A?amak istememi2tim."
"GOz yaAar? highir zaman bizden izin amaz.”

"2imdi ne yapaca??z?"' diye sordu Charlie.
"Butdn dinyay? unutup birbirimizi sevece?iz." diye yan?tlad? Besttie

Anna says

Rating: 3.5 stars

From the blurb and reviews, | though Wildflower Hill would be a proper dua-timeline story. Y ou know the
sort: someone discovers aletter or photo relating to an elderly relative which hints at a tantalising long-lost
secret. The story then takes two paths: the quest for the truth in the present and the slow revelation of it in the
past, with the two stories being poignantly entwined. | love books like this.

However, this one actually reads far more like arags-to-riches sagafull of determination and heartbreak.
Thisisn’'t abad thing, far from it; | aso love sagas and quickly became engrossed in Beattie' s heart-
wrenching tale of love and loss. The problem for me was that this saga kept being interrupted by a present-
day story which had no bearing on the past, no place in the book. Y es, long-lost letters and photos were
found, but this happened half way through, by which time the past was emotionally gripping and had no need
for Emma’s present. It’ s natural in adual-timeline for the present to be the secondary story to the past, but
they’re normally closely linked and have a poetic fluidity between them. | didn't feel any of that here.

Beattie' stale of passion and sacrifice broke my heart and made me cry. If this book had been a
straightforward saga it would have been as easy 4 or 4.5 stars. Emma’ s tale of self-absorbed whining bored
me silly, so much so that | ended up skimming her sections; 1.5 stars at best. If only the two parts had a
relevance, a connection, a poignancy. Or if only it has just been Beatti€' s haunting story....
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