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Rome, AD 34. Marcus Salvius Magnus, leader of the Crossroads Brotherhood, is searching for the resin of
an eastern flower that can unlock the realm of Morpheus. His patron, Senator Pollo, needs it for the city's
most powerful woman, the Lady Antonia, in order to recoup a considerable debt.

Meanwhile, rebellion is in the air. The people in Magnus' area believe they are being given short measure at
the grain dole. As the Ides of October festival dawns bright and clear to celebrate the completion of
agricultural and military campaigns, a violent riot erupts. Can Magnus help right the wrongs that have been
perpetrated upon the stirred-up crowd?

In this exclusive e-novella for fans of the Vespasian series, Magnus must lead his men in securing a deal
over the sale of the highly treasured resin, with its unique power to transport the taker to another place,
whilst battling his way through Rome's savage and corrupt political arena.
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William Mills says

Drug dealing in Roman times. A bit short for the money but excellent read.

Ian says

An enjoyable, though too short a read. The story, is it really important? The inimitable Magnus 'acquires' a
powerful painkiller, with hallucinogenic properties. A bunch of adventures, arrangements, and good luck
everyone (the good guys at least) come out ahead. Though Magnus is now despatched to Alexandria. Read
on a train to Beijing.


