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Vaentine Welburn has grown accustomed to her freedom in Calcutta. So when she reaches the gray shores
of England to debut in her first London Season, sheisirked by the conventions of high society. With her
irrepressible spirit, unusual beauty, and alarge fortune, the stage is set for gossip.

Scandal and intrigue ensue when two men—the distinguished Lord Marbeck and the dashing, dangerous Sir
Richard Brindley—appear on the scene. Valentine must determine whom she can trust and listen to what her
heart istelling her.
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ebook

Denise says

Another delightful short story from Elizabeth Aston.

Shanna says

Enjoyed this- Too bad it was so short.

Mailee Pyper says

This was another fun little novella by Elizabeth Aston. | actually liked it better than The Painted Fan.
Something about the unconventional Valentine really spoke to me. | liked her courage and zest for life. She
was fun to read about.

Damaskcat says

Miss Vaentine Welburn has returned from Calcutta to stay with her godfather, Lord Mountjoy. Sheisto
make her come out at the London season and hopefully find a husband. She is an heiress and her
unconventional behaviour means she stands out from the crowd. Unfortunately someone who knew her in
Calcutta has also appeared in London and could cause trouble for her.

Thisis alight-hearted Regency romantic short story which will appeal to readers of this author’s ‘ Pride and
Prejudice’ continuations. It may also appeal to those readers who have read and loved the modern Mountjoy
novels. The characters are well drawn and interesting and | would love to read more about Valentine herself
and the nineteenth century Mountjoys.

Alethea says

Aston is afavorite with me, due to her fantastic P& P spinoffs. Thiswas avery quick read, anovellain which
she explores the return to England of her heroine, Valentine Welburn, from the fragrant and warm shores of
India. The heroine shows up in London after along ship voyage with her chaperones, a set of parents and
children whom she knew in Calcutta. Upon arrival, she displays behavior that hel ps the reader to see that she
is no shrinking violet. She deftly escapes her chaperones' watching eyes and hires a hansom cab to take her
to the home of her godfather, with whom she plans to spend her first London season, though afirst being
undertaken at an older age than that of young society belles. Lord Marbeck, an acquaintance of her
godfather, stumbles upon her at the dock and insists on riding his horse beside her hansom, behavior
altogether disagreeable to her. The novellawas short and had to wrap up quickly, so it becomes very visible
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early on that Valentine and Marbeck will be a great match, once they get past what they find irksome in one
another, much in the vein of Lizzy and Darcy. Very enjoyable read.
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