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Wolf MacKenzie: The loner had a way with horses and a deep mistrust for outsiders. Until one woman
dared venture onto Mackenzie's mountain, determined to tame the rugged half-breed.

Joe "Breed" Mackenzie: Like his father before him, he was as wild as the wind...and not about to settle
down. Yet one equally stubborn blonde - bent on reversing Mackenzie's mission - would stop at nothing to
make Joe her own.
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Noelle says

MacKenzie' s Mountain- 5*

Mary (h) was a sheltered child and grew up with her very proper Aunt. Now she has come to a small town in
Wyoming to be the new school teacher. Being from Savanna she's a bit of a fish out of water but she's
willing and ready to grab the bull by the horns and get to teaching. As she's over seeing the charts of the
students from the previous year, she notices that there was one who dropped out, not just any one but a boy
who was at the top of his class. This she couldn't understand and she couldn't let it go. She had to go and talk
to this boy. As she get's to know this boy, his father and this town, she realizes that the whole town seems to
hate/fear the boy and his father.

Wolf (H) couldn't believe his eyes when he sees a woman walking up his mountain road to his house....in the
snow. Then he couldn't believe what she was wearing out in the snow, stupid shoes that allowed the snow in
to cover her feet and one heck of an ugly dress that couldn't even keep her warm. He picks her up in his truck
and takes her home, when she informs him that she's there to talk to his son Joe about dropping out of school
and that she was there to talk him into returning, he tells her that she can talk to him if Joe wants but the
decision to return to school is Joe's and that he wont help to convince him.

As Wolf and Mary get to know each other , he tries to protect her from the bigotry of the town but she's too
head strong to let a town tell her who she can be friends with. Then a serial rapist hits the town and most are
looking at Wolf as the guilty one.

This book was written in the late 80's and is very dated but still a great story ,imo. I loved Wolf and Joe the
first time I read this book and I love them just the same all of these years later. =)

Pam says

Mackenzie’s Legacy is two books about the Mackenzies by Linda Howard. The first is Mackenzie’s
Mountain and the second is Mackenzie’s Mission.
Mary Elizabeth Potter is a spinster who takes a job teaching in a small town in Wyoming. She left the South
to see if there was something better out in the world that her little town. She is a dedicated teacher who was
brought up by her Aunt who taught her to stand up for herself when necessary but to be a lady when she did.
Mary loves her teaching assignment and in going over the student files sees that Joe Mackenzie who was
only sixteen and at the top of his class had suddenly quit school. She knew he had potential and wanted to
see if she could persuade his parents to make him finish school. She found the Mackenzies lived on a
mountain outside of town so she put on the warmest professional clothing she had and headed up the
mountain in the snow. She doesn’t know she is using the back road instead of the plowed front road. Her car
quits on her as she nears the summit. She hasn’t seen anyone else on the road and it is getting quite cold so
she sets out to walk to the Mackenzie’s house. Wolf finds her walking and nearly frozen and takes her to his
house to thaw her out. He tells her that it is up to Joe if he wants to go back to school or not. She learns that
no teacher had paid attention to him because he was a “breed” and Wolf was his father. Outraged, Mary is
determined to help Joe get caught up and finish the year so he can go back to school for his senior year. She
finds out he loves flying so is determined to get him into the Air Force Academy. Can she get him in? Will
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she be able to stand up to the town for associating with Wolf and Joe?
Mackenzie’s Mission is the story of Colonel Joe “Breed” Mackenzie. He is working on a top secret test
plane, Night Wing. Joe is a natural pilot and is now a legend in the Air Force Academy and the Air Force.
Caroline Evans, a weapon’s expert, comes on board to help with the testing of the plane. Joe is distracted by
her and to keep her from having to fight off all the unmarried pilots, he marks her as his. This is definitely
something different for Joe. When someone sabotages the tests, Caroline comes under suspicion. It is now
Joe’s job to find out if she is guilty or not. Can he do his job and keep his feelings for Caroline out of it?

Amy says

Mission was the better of the two.

Wendy Kalthoff says

I liked this book a lot more than the first. This one hAd intrigue., suspense and a likable hero and heroine in
the story. I only wanted to shake joe a few times fir not believing her. I had a vague notion of who the traitor
might be but was blindsided when I turned out yo be correct.

Charlene says

This volume contains Books #1 and #2 in Linda Howard's Mackenzie family series:

1. Makenzie's Mountain: school teacher stands up for native American pupil, who later gets into Air Force
Academy. Meanwhile, she falls in love with his widowed dad. Townspeople show racial prejudice and some
violence. Heroine makes one or two TSTL mistakes; fortunately, it wasn't so annoying.

2. Makenzie's Mission: Native American Colonel is fighter plane test pilot. Meets brilliant young scientist
who skipped grades and who is naive about men. Sparks fly, problems with planes. Heroine makes one
TSTL dumb decision; I think the story would have improved if she'd used her head rather than heart, but she
had just felt dumped by hero....

Both romantic (supsense) novels written in late 1980s and early 1990s.

Gale says

Mackenzie's Mountain will always be a go back to favorite. And Mackenzie's Mission slayed me. Loved
these two books.

Carrie says
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Mackenzie's Mountain 3.5-4* Fun and sexy. Loved Wolf.

Mackenzie's Mission 3* This was a quick read and I enjoyed it overall. The characters are too stereotyped
and the plot was weak, but it has it's passionate moments.

Catherine says

Wow, what a blast from the past. At times it was hard for me to remember that this was a written as a
contemporary. Especially in the first story, Mackenzie's Mountain. The extreme small town prejudice and
the casual way the heroine said "halfbreed" once really felt historical to me. But I just squinted past the
"Contemporary" label and went with the flow of it.

Older romances, written back in the 80's and early 90's, have a specific feel to the style. If you've ever read
one I'm sure you know what I'm talking about. Things come across as so much more intense. The attraction
is more immediate and overwhelming, the disagreements are more passionate. It all just feels different from
the romances written today. That's not to say one is better than the other, though.

The first story in the book, Mackenzie's Mountain, was my favorite. I didn't know anything about the story
going into it, so I was pretty surprised that the hero was someone who had been jailed for rape. Luckily
everything was not as it seemed and the author wrote an extremely sympathetic storyline from him.

Mary was so schoolmarmish and easily scandalized that it bypassed irritating and just settled on cute. She
was incredibly innocent and didn't have much interest in the opposite sex. Until she met Wolf, of course,
then it was on. She's one of those people who is so charmingly innocent that she just doesn't see the prejudice
that other people do and when it's pointed out to her she just gets huffy. It's hard not to be charmed by that (at
least in doses).

I really liked that Mary had such a strong connection with Joe. He was integral to the story and actually felt
like a real person. I hate when kids are included in a story simply to be a plot point.

Wolf was very defensive and closed off because of his past with the town. I loved watching him slowly
soften toward Mary. I found their romance charming and was sorry to see it end.

I had high hopes for Joe's story, Mackenzie's Mission, because I liked him so much in Wolf's story. He was
a kid with a solid head on his shoulders. Unfortunately he came off as too removed and dominating for me.

Caroline was a pretty interesting person to read about. She was so smart that she actually seemed dumb. She
lived in her head so much that she didn't interact with people enough to fully integrate into society. She didn't
have the same social cues and niceties that most people do. She was very literal and bluntly honest. It was
both endearing and faintly irritating.

The "plan" that Joe came up with so guys would leave Caroline alone had me rolling my eyes. I also gritted
my teeth over the fact that she was the one that had to change so the douches she was working with wouldn't
swarm her. I had to remind myself that it was another era and things were different.

Joe changed completely from the young man he was in the first story. There he seemed like a quiet, sincere
boy who took the time to look deeper and saw the true value of people. He truly cared. In this book he
seemed completely different. He grew up to be a pushy, faintly cocky, domineering man. There was much
less romance than I was expecting. Yeah, the sex scenes were still hotter than not, but it all felt colder than I
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was expecting.

When Joe finally told Caroline that he loved her I didn't feel it. I never sensed any actual connection on his
part beyond lust. He was extremely closed off and it seemed even worse because Caroline was so emotional.

There was a part of the story where Joe turned extremely cold on her and believed some very bad things
about her. I know he couldn't have shown favoritism because of his position--although he obviously had no
problem being unprofessional in the workplace before--but he didn't have to jump on the bandwagon quite so
easily.

I couldn't believe that he would believe that of her! When he thought about what she was accused of doing
he was pissed because he'd never get to sleep with her again. What a prince. Not! I was pissed that Caroline
talked a big game about not forgiving him, but ended up rolling over for him after he said "I love you" and
gave her an orgasm. I wasn't ready for him to be forgiven.

Mackenzie's Mountain: 4 Stars
Mackenzie's Mission: 2 Stars

Megan says

As a romance novel, it was everything you expected it to be. At times the way characters acted seemed a
little far fetched but with a little perspective and thinking how a little remote town could act about thirty
years ago made it more realistic.

Nitzan Schwarz says

Mackenzie's Mountain: September 19th - 20th, 2014
4.5 stars
Okay, Howard. I'm bought. You've managed to make me completely love and adore this story even though
there is a form of insta-love in here, and I'm a tough cookie when it comes to Insta Love. I'll be reading more
of your books, I can promise you that.

Mackenzie's Mission: November 23rd - 24th, 2014
3.5 stars
Okay, I liked in enough. Definitely sweeping and addictive, just as much as the first book. BUT, I did have a
few issues with it (view spoiler)

Oh, and I would've liked to see more into Joe's head. I felt like I was out of it for most of the read.

Tiffany says

Linda Howard is one of the greats in the romance genre, and the Mackenzies series is supposed to be one of
her best. This re-release contains the first two books in this category romance series - Mackenzie's Mountain
and Mackenzie's Mission. I definitely enjoyed both stories and flew through them. My favorite thing about
couples Wolf and Mary and Joe and Caroline was how apparent throughout the stories their physical
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attraction was to each other. It always makes me warm and happy whenever the author successfully portrays
the attraction between a couple. After all, this is what readers of romance long for - that unstoppable,
undeniable connection. And the Mackenzies definitely have it here. I especially loved Joe, who is a boy in
the first book between his father and stepmother-to-be, then gets his own happily-ever-after in the second
story.

But there were a number of things that pulled me out of these stories. First of all, and this is probably a
personal issue, but it's difficult for me to read "contemporary" novels that were written in the 1980s. The
descriptions of clothing, the language that is used, is so dated that it's jolting, and that came up here in both
stories, but especially in Mackenzie's Mountain, set in a small western town.

Another big problem was Mary's profession as a schoolteacher and how that leads into her tutoring teenager
Joe in her home late at night. As a teacher myself, this is so unheard-of, so forbidden, that it definitely took
me out of the story. Teachers just DON'T do that. I understand that it was a different era, but it kept coming
up and Mary's response was repeatedly that she was just doing her job and as long as she has a contract, it's
not an issue. Except that in current contemporary times, a teacher probably won't have a contract long if she's
unmarried and has a student especially of the opposite sex in her home alone at night. This was too huge for
me to ignore.

Then in Joe's story, I was amazed by the fact that lone female Caroline on a military base surrounded by all
those men was practically mauled unabashedly by every man on the base. I know this still continues today,
but the sexual harassment was so apparent, it was astounding. I also thought it was unusually unprofessional
of Joe, as top dog Air Force pilot, to stake a claim on Caroline and flaunt her in front of all of his peers and
superiors. Was there no such thing as no dating in the office on a military base in the 80s? I just couldn't get
over this.

These are big issues that I had with the stories, but I do understand the appeal of the series. This is a
heartwarming, close-knit family who loves fiercely and deeply, and the relationships that evolve are worth
reading. But it reads more "classic" than "contemporary" to me, but even though I couldn't suspend disbelief
enough, if a reader is able to, the Mackenzies definitely make you fall in love with them too.

Jessi says

Mackenzie's Mountain-Mary is a new schoolteacher in town and can't understand the animosity toward Wolf
Mackenzie, just because he's a half-breed. Yeah, he was in jail but there were extenuating circumstances.
Mary helps his sixteen-year-old son get into a military academy, people who are helping the Mackenzie men
start getting attacked, Wolf helps solve it all while falling in love with the petite school marm.
Mackenzie's Mission-Joe (Wolf's son) meets his own twu wuv in this story in the form of a super smart
scientist lady. They start getting all sexy but then he thinks she's committing treason and then they end up in
the desert.

Pamela(AllHoney) says

Two of the MacKenzie Family books in one. First is MacKenzie's Mountain, featuring Wolf MacKenzie and
Mary, the schoolteacher, who comes to the mountain to persuade Wolf to get his son back in school.

The second story is MacKenzie's Mission about Wolf's son, Joe, who is now a Colonel in the Air Force.
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I loved the first book and it is high on my favorites list. The second one wasn't bad but it wasn't quite as
spectacular as the first one.

MiniMe says

Written sometime in the late 80s/early 90s, Mackenzie's Legacy (books 1 and 2) are contemporary romance
done right. I'm a Linda Howard fan and I consider the Mackenzie family series a classic. They're better than
a lot of what's out there today. I'm not sure, though, if "half-breed" was/is politically correct--it bothered me,
but Wolf and Joe's bi-racial background was a factor in their stories. Maybe that's acceptable nomenclature,
but it felt wrong as opposed to American Indian. However, the racism of some the townspeople rang true.

Gwnhwyfer says

Mackenzie's Mountain ★★★★

Mackenzie's Mission ★★

Mackenzie's Mountain - The beginning felt like an historical, but it was good. There were dated references
(hero was in Vietnam) but unlike Joe's story (see below for mini-rant), it wasn't as obvious this was written
in the 1980s (except for the alpha hero, but even he wasn't that bad). I liked the characters (though I was
afraid at the beginning that the heroine was going to be a TSTL type - it's Wyoming, it's winter, there's snow.
You need boots. Thankfully, it was only a minor lapse.), the situation and the suspense.

Mackenzie's Mission - way too dated. Written 1992 but felt like the 80s. (White skirt with white t-shirt and
melon and aqua scarves? Really? Also both Gulf wars mentioned and technology that I'm sure is long out of
date.) Took too long to get to the "mystery" (using that term loosely). Only rating this 3 instead of 2 because
the end made up somewhat for the beginning).


