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In this new edition of their classic work, Ian Ridpath and Wil Tirion illuminate the night sky as never before,
providing novice stargazers and professional astronomers alike with the most comprehensive and
authoritative celestial field guide available. With superb color sky charts, diagrams, or photographs on
almost every page, and clear and engaging writing, Stars and Planets is the most user-friendly and
informative guide to the night sky. The product of more than twenty years' collaboration between one of the
world's leading astronomy writers and the world's foremost celestial mapmaker, the new Stars and Planets
features a slightly larger (but still compact) size, a more spacious and attractive design, and much new
material, including more information on galaxies and star types. Simply put, Stars and Planets is
indispensable. Don't leave home--at night--without it.

Detailed charts covering all 88 constellations in the Northern and Southern hemispheres

Data and notes on all bright stars and other objects of interest

Detailed Moon maps and descriptions of the main lunar features

Tips on choosing and using binoculars and telescopes, to suit any budget

The only guide to provide annual planetary data as a downloadable Web resource

Stars and Planets: The Most Complete Guide to the Stars, Planets, Galaxies, and the
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Erin Lynn says

Not many people I know now know that I had a fascination with star gazing when I was little. I did, and I
still keep this book today, even though it is old and worn.

I don't even remember who gave it to me, but I love it. It is a good guide, and I refer to it from time to time,
especially during the summer when there is really nothing to do. The images are easy enough for a child to
understand, but full of enough information that you really do learn something about the night sky and
planets. Even the inside covers have star charts. It is also a very user friendly book, containing an easy-to-
navigate table of contents and index.

It is full of a ton of information, and yes... my copy says that Pluto is a planet, so I will keep this for a long
time. It's funny that I still have it.

Lee says

Pretty good. But I wouldn't read this as your only guide for the stars since its sorta out of date.

Shannon Stevens says

This book has information about the Solar System and Constellations. It also has star charts. It is a great
reference book and introduction to Astronomy.

Ryan says

I like this book because it talkes about every thing scientests know about stars and planets. You would like
this book if you like real things of space books.You could find this book in a school librery.

James M. Madsen, M.D. says

I haven't seen the Princeton Guides or Smithsonian versions of Ian Ridpath's book, and I don't know how
they differ from this one. However, whenever I see anything published by Dorling Kindersley, I know that I
can count on colorful and well-presented visual depictions. This book is no exception. It's attractively and
intelligently laid out and is the next level up (with more of an emphasis on targets for binoculars and
telescopes) from A Walk through the Heavens and Patterns in the Sky.
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