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Kate is dumped on her best friend's wedding day by the world's most boring boyfriend, lan. She's mostly
cross because he got in first - until she remembers she's now homeless as well as jobless. Rather than move
back home to her ultra-bossy mother, Kate takes ajob on the remote Scottish island of Auchenmor as an all-
round Girl Friday. Her first day is pretty much a disaster: she falls over, smack bang at the feet of her
grouchy new boss, Roddy, Laird of the Island. Unimpressed with her townie ways, he makesiit clear she's
got alot to prove.

Island life has no room for secrets, but prickly Roddy's keeping something to himself. When his demanding
ex-girlfriend appears back on the island, Kate's budding friendship with her new boss comes to an abrupt
end. What is Fiona planning - and can she be stopped beforeit's too late?
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melanie says

| don't often write reviews for romance books because | don't read alot of them but | thought | would talk
about this for a bit. Mostly because it involves awoman running away to an island in Scotland and working
for thelocal Laird asa'Girl Friday'. |'ve always wanted to run away to an island in Scotland (or Ireland) and
just live for awhile and so | could completely understand the draw. And while Kate is mildly messed up
from her failed relationship and run of crappy jobsit isn't one of those books where that isal sheis. Sheis
fun and feisty and areally hard worker and the people she meets and makes friends with a fun aswell. When
| told the author | was reading this book she said, "1 was wondering if you would like it becauseit isreally
quite cheerful." Cheerful isagreat descriptor for this book - not because everything is happy-go-lucky but
because things get worked through in arealistic manner. Kate's a bit of a mess when she arrives. Roddy isa
bit of a mess but not without charm. Kate doesn't have to save him and this isn't the usual "broke girl meets
rich guy and lives happily ever after in posh clothes" type story. And really, why would you run away to an
island in Scotland if that was what you wanted? Give me wellies and wool sweaters any day.

I'll never get to run away and live on an island in Scotland now (not unless they have a cancer facility on it)
but at least | can read about it. And thisis the point of some literatureisit not? To transport us to places we
want to be when we can't go there? Although maybe | can go for a summer if | can keep the cancer at bay for
alittle while and convince my husband. | don't need a Laird but some seals would be nice.

Lynn (Ellesea L oves Reading) says

| didn't read the synopsis before beginning to read, so was pleasantly suprised that it was mostly set in the
Western Idles. Thisisabook you curl and read in acomfy chair, relax and enjoy! The supporting characters
had larger than life personalities bringing humour. Kate the heroine, was likeable in that she was far from
perfect, and her clumsy and bad timing actions made you cringe! | wasn't too sure about Roderick at first, as
he seemed like a stereotypical pompous aristocrat! However, after finding out he was involved with Marine
Conservation...| was sold:) After afew misunderstandings the book ends well for Kate and Roderick.
Although, I'm not sure if the author intends to continue with island life with future books?...I hope she does.

Alex says

Not really my genre but | wasin the mood for something light and delightful and this fitted the bill very well
- avery charming story. The location is a big bonus, beautifully described, and the entire cast of characters
were likeable. I'd visit here again.

Erin says

Firstly thank you so much to Pan for approving me for this ARC via NetGalley. | was drawn in by the
gorgeous cover and I'm so glad | requested it!

The story mostly takes place on the fictional Scottish island of Auchenmor and is all about main character
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Kate'sfresh start in a new job, new home and new country. Theisland is asfar from her lifein Cambridge as
it could be and she' s determined to prove everyone who thinks she won't stick it out wrong.

| loved main character Kate. | think her character had substance and was maybe alittle more mature for her
age than what she should have been and | felt like alot of that was down to her family circumstances. | loved
that this fresh start was spontaneous for her and that she just grabbed the opportunity for change. It was gutsy
and bold and | loved the strength it added to her character.

Theisland and itsinhabitants win Kate over amost immediately and they will win you as a reader over too.
Each character has something different to offer Kate but there is areal sense of community which islands
seem to be famous for and that is prevalent throughout the story. When | read it, it felt like that tight-knit
community was just what Kate needed to find her place in the world and to grow in confidence in herself and
her ability.

Onething | adored about this book was the setting! | used to live right next door to a country estate so that
really appealed to me. | lost myself in the cottage renovations and the thought of bringing life back to the big
old house. Also being Scottish myself and having visited afew of our islands | felt like it was totally
believable throughout and loved that some stereotypical elements of island life had snuck in.

| loved Rachel’ s writing throughout. It has a charming chicklit style that just pulled me in from the very
beginning. It was areally easy read and | devoured it in nearly one sitting. | can’t wait to read more from
Rachael.

Claire Robinson says

4 - Flora& Reggie Stars.

| really enjoyed Sealed With aKiss, it iswhat | would call a‘Blanket’ book in that it wrapsitself around you
and makes you feel al warm and snugly.

Scotland isaplace | love, so the opportunity to absorb myself in alightly romantic, easygoing read based on
aremote Scottish Island ticks all my boxes.

| wasn’t sure that the book would be for me when in the opening paragraphs, one of the first sentencesto
leave Kate'smouth is” | can’t be on my own.”, asto be honest | abhor awoman who can't live without
having aman in her life. But she redeemed herself very quickly, and grabbed the ‘Bull by the horns’ to settle
into life on the Auchenmor Estate. The cast of charactersis vast and varied, from Finn the Bag-pipe playing
ladies man; to the pre-requisite add into the mix bitches Fiona and Sandra.

Susan, Tom and their children as well as Jean, Morag and Bruno the Coffee Shop owner add humour and
friendship into the mix, and then you have the sexy and mysterious Laird of Duntarvie, Roderick.

Allin all areally enjoyable read from Author Author, | will certainly be on the lookout for more titles from
her in the future!
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ARC provided via Netgalley in Exchange for the above honest review.

Benjamin Duffy says

Let melead right off by saying that I've never read a book like this before. By that, | don't mean "I've never
read a book with this particular setting or plot before,” but more generally, "I have never read a romance
novel before,” nor anything that might in amillion years be termed chick-lit. Not once.

So, in that light, Sealed with a Kiss serves as my introduction not only to debuting novelist Rachael Lucas,
but to an entire genre of fiction. And | now propose to draw sweeping conclusions about both, based solely
on this one book. (No pressure, Ms. Lucas.)

The first thing that popped right off the page and into my face was the language. In agood way. | think | may
have brought some negative bias to the table in that my expectations of the quality of writing in a"chick
book" were fairly modest. | was pleasantly surprised, though: Lucas's prose is effortlessly smooth, humorous,
peppered with cheerfully exotic (to my ear) terms such as"loo roll,” "snog," and "loudhailer.” She excelsin
description, constantly pulling the reader into her world with vivid simile and metaphor that managed to be
surprising yet felt instantly familiar. The reader, much like the protagonist, finds him- or herself in aplace
that is new, yet at the same time warm and inviting.

Perhaps most surprising - and most impressive for afirst novel - the dialogue in Sealed with a Kissis
excellent. Economical, streamlined, and always with the authentic ring of actual conversation. Asthisisa
book whose plot necessarily hinges on verbal interactions between the characters, clunky dial ogue would
have been the kiss of death, but Lucas handlesit deftly. In fact, | would say that Rachael Lucas shows
writing chops here that would serve her well in just about any literary genre she chose. Though thisis her
first published novel, | would venture a guess that she's an experienced writer.

I can't remember if the blurb described this book as "breezy,” but | certainly do. | normally seem to gravitate
to novels with Big Conflict: novels where the protagonists are fighting for their lives, freedom, souls, or
sanity; where they're trying to save the whole planet from destruction, keep an innocent man from being
lynched, or cast the One Ring into the fires from whence it came. So it was a stark contrast, reading a book
where the main questions were: Will Kate get the guy? If so, which guy? And will she learn a little about
herself in the process? Also, what is that nasty bitch Fiona up to?

A story where the stakes are so comparatively small maintains interest based mostly on how deeply the
reader buysinto the characters. Luckily, there is where the author's strong powers of description and good
ear for dialogue pay off, as the characters here seem nuanced and three-dimensional, familiar as old friends.
It's another thing that pleasantly surprised me, as| sort of expected the characters in aromance novel to be
cartoonish, one-note hunks or hags.

Which is not to say the people are all realistic. All the main male characters are uniformly described as
gorgeous, to the point that Kate winks at the fourth wall by musing that the island seems to be some sort of
absurd Hot Dude Refuge and Game Preserve (OK, my wording there). And the main love interest, Roderick,
had me pinching the bridge of my nose with his over-the-topness. By the time he'd been put forth as...

1) strikingly handsome

2) area Scottish laird

3) funny

4) but with awounded heart, waiting for the right girl to come and heal his hidden pain
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...I was near the breaking point, so when "Oh, by the way, he rescues adorable orphaned seals in his spare
time" was added to the pile, | admit to snorting out loud incredulously. No dude is that perfect, otherwise
what hope isthere for the rest of us? But | have the feeling that my quibble here is with the conventions of
the genre; one might as well look at Maxim magazine and complain that all the girls are too airbrushed and
collagened. To buy a copy of Maximis to subscribe to a certain brand of pleasant fantasy, and so perhapsis
to read aromance novel.

At any rate! Three stars, and that doesn't really convey what an enjoyable read thiswas. | heartily
recommend this book to anyone who is an aficionado of this genre, and it's afun read even if you aren't.
Rachael Lucas's voice here is warm, humorous - and tender when the moment calls for it. 1'd happily read her
next novel.

PS - Oh, and final kudos to the adorable cover art. Cover images for e-books in particular can be of such
varying quality, from eye-catching art to slapdash home Photoshop work. Y et much like the label on awine
bottle, the cover art of an e-book is the first and sometimes the only chance to set itself apart from al the
rest, for better or worse.

Jo says

Kate and lan have been together forever, but why have they been together is the debate. At their friends
wedding it finally becomes apparent that they don't know why they are together and they split up. So now
what for Kate ... why of course she applies for ajob on a Scottish island with no knowledge redlly of the job
or theisland.

Itisalovely story of how welcoming the islanders are, how Kate finds her place in the community, and how
she finds some really good friends. Obviously there is the romantic interest but it is not the be all and end all
of this book, you can predict the ending from early on, but | still wanted to read about Kate's foray into
redevelopment and how damn cold it gets on the island!!

Good fun read

Lizzie Lamb says

Enjoyable and easy to read. If you like the idea of running away from a broken relationship and settling on a
Scottish island as Girl Friday to a gorgeous but irascible laird, then Sealed With a Kisswill tick all the boxes
for you. If you are an animal lover, the chapters with the sealswill have you in thrall. In short, giveitago !

Julie Darley (Never judge a Book by itsMovie) says

Kate's dumped on her best friend's wedding day by boring boyfriend lan. She's mostly cross because he got
in first - until she remembers she's now homeless as well as jobless. Faced with moving back home to her
ultra-bossy mother, she takes ajob on the remote Scottish island of Auchenmor. Her first day starts badly
when she falls at the feet of her grouchy new boss, Roddy, Laird of the Island. Unimpressed with her townie
ways, he makesit clear she's got something to prove.

Island life has no room for secrets, but prickly Roddy's keeping something to himself. When his bitchy ex
girlfriend appears back on the island, Kate's budding friendship with her new boss comes to an abrupt end.
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What is Fiona planning - and can she be stopped before it's too late?
My Review: 4 Stars out of 5 ****

OMG, OMG!! Thisbook was one of the books | downloaded last summer for free, the books I'm spending
some time to get caught up on. Being from the UK (I now live in Texas) was one of the reasons | picked this
book, | was hoping it would give me a nostalgic Sophie Kinsellafix. | haveto say I'm not a huge fan of the
cover, but son't let that put you off. This book is so good.

If you like your Chick Lit fun, fresh and with plenty of gorgeous scenery. Along with deep girl friend
friendships, plenty of wine, whisky and cake eating then thisis the book for you. On Goodreads it saysit'sa
bubble bath/glass of wine book and they are not wrong.

| fell in love with Kate from the get go. She'sin afailing relationship with the boring lan, at her best friends
wedding he dumps her. Not that she'stoo upset, she's just mad she didn't have the gutsto do it first. So she
moves in with the newly weds!! Not ideal, but the alternate is her mother.

Knowing she hasto get her life together she appliesfor ajob asagirl Friday, for areal Scottish Laird ona
Scottish island so remote the locals got excited about getting a super market. Of she goes, swearing off men
for at least ayear!! What she didn't bank on was just how handsome those Scottish men would be.

First there was Tom, but that was a strictly ook and keep to herself (he's married to Susan, who would soon
become her new BFF) then there was Roderick (Roddy) the boss and the Laird. He was apparently off limits,
until one night he pulls her in for akiss.....

Then he leaves...giving the impression it meant nothing to him. Then there was Finn, the set up. She wasn't
doing too badly for agirl abstaining for ayear. In al of thiswas a gently woven story of friendships being
built, of anew life being carved and that wonderful sense of community.

Of course, in true Kinsella fashion our Kate finds herself in some predicaments. The timing of Roderick's
return was funny, as was Christmas drinks before she comes home. Then comes along Fiona, Roderick's ex.
The budding friendship between Kate and Roderick suddenly comes to an abrupt end. But Fionais up to
something, something more than just snaring the handsome Laird.

Can Kate find out before he is suckered in again? Can she stick to her year off men and more important can
she save the baby seal. This book wasn't the hardest hitting read, nor wasin thought provoking. What isis, is
agentl story of love and friendship. If you want to unashamedly lose yourself in agood old fashioned love
story, thisisthe one for you. If you love the tales of the bonds of having a good girlfriend (or four) thisis
definitely the one for you.

| loved it, it made me smile. More than that, it made me want to put the kettle on, have a cup of teaand dive
into a decent sized piece of cake!!

Read more of my reviews at Never Judge a Book by its Movie http://www.juliedarley.com

Cait says

Resally enjoyed this as a simple light-hearted read. Probably not the sort of thing | would've picked up
myself. Going to lend it to my mum-in-law to read.
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Spent the whole thing imagining the island to be Bute, where | live, because of odd references. Then at the
end the author actually mentions the Isle of Bute as one of her favourite places.

Could see what was going to happen from the start but it was fun seeing where it was going and how it
would get there.

Lucy Powrie says

Sealed with aKiss, so called because it is set on an island where there are many cute seals, is the perfect
summer contemporary to take with you on holiday whilst you’re lying by the pool, or sunbathing in your
garden (that’sif Britain ever sees sunshine!). Lucas is a name you definitely need to watch out for in adult
contemporary.

Hooked from the first page, the novel tells the story of Kate who has just separated from her long-term
boyfriend and is looking for ajob. When she sees ajob for a Girl Friday on aremote island called
Auchenmor in Scotland, she doesn’t realise just what she' s taken on. Kate then has to deal with the fact that
on such asmall island there are no secrets, scheming ex-girlfriends and an injured seal. What more could you
wish for in abook?

Asyou know, | primarily read YA, so Sealed with aKisswas areally nice change because it’s an adult
novel. | think there'salot of YA crossover potential and I’d have no trouble handing ittoa YA. It'sby far
one of the best adult contemporaries I’ ve read, up there with the likes of Katie Fforde.

The main character, Kate, charmed me right from the start. She's clumsy, falling at her boss' feet the first
time she meets him, but she's al'so devoted and caring. Kate is the kind of person you'd love to be friends
with.

There were also such brilliant secondary characters that all had their own pasts that added a familiarity to the
story, like Susan and Jean.

Sealed with aKissis definitely a book that will stay with you long after you put it down. I'm looking
forward to re-reading it again sometime in the near future!

Book in a Tweet: Cute, romantic, and a must-read for any contemporary fan! Y ou won't want to miss out on
this book!

Agi says

For a giveaway go to: http://onmybookshelf.blog.pl - There are three copies to grab!

Sedled with aKisswasa Top Ten Kindle bestseller and | was thrilled when | was accepted to read this book
on NetGalley. On my part, it was love at first sight: the cover is beautiful and the blurb very, very promising,
and so | have started to read as soon as it landed on my kindle.
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But before | start with my review, please go and visit this site, full of photos, inspiration for Sealed with a
Kiss, and fell inlove, just like | did:)
http://www.pinterest.com/rachaellucas...

Kate, who is dumped by her boyfriend at the wedding (not theirs, no, no), is actually not heart - broken.,
she'sjust angry that she spent so much time with this useless boyfriend of hers. She moves with the newly -
weds, which is perhaps not the best idea ever, but moving with her mother is the only other option. So
actually no options here. Kate wants to use the time, do something useful, and so she decidesto take ajob as
aGirl - Friday on aremote island of Auchenmor. She doesn't actually know what she's supposed to do as this
Girl - Friday, but it doesn't bother her, she just wants ayear off men.

What she doesn't know isthat Auchenmor is avery small island where no secrets can be kept, and so on her
arrival everybody knows already her story.

So, swearing off the men for ayear is one thing, but Kate doesn't know how handsome the Scottish men are,
and how fascinating her boss, the real Scottish Laird Roderick would be, and how full of surprises and
unexpected situations, and warm people this remote Island would be. And when Kate starts to think that
perhaps this year without men was not such a good idea, Fiona enters the scene, the ex of Roderick.

Oh, I liked Kate, so, so much. Shewas not at all perfect and that made her a perfect heroine in my eyes. She
was a champion of jJumping to conclusions, she has first talked and than thought, she was prone to accident
and she often said the wrong things. She was aso not size O girl and thanks to all this above mentioned, she
was athree - dimensional, real, vivid, likeable character.

| wasn't so sure about Roderick at first to be honest. He looked exactly and behaved like a very pompous
aristocrat but after getting to know him more and discovering his advantages, and also the fact that he was a
member of Marine Conservation, well, | have changed my mind:) He was, like Kate, a champion of jumping
to conclusions and not expressing his thoughts but he was aso normal guy, with his feet on the ground.
Honestly speaking, all the characters were brilliantly written and felt very, very realistic, all just popping out
of the pagesto entertain us. | had afeeling that | really know those people, they felt like my best friends. |
loved the way the inhabitants of the island welcomed Kate so heartily, they were so open and friendly and oh
my god, 1'd like so much to have such neighbours, those sexy/funny/interesting Scots! Y es, they knew all
about Kate even before she has put her feet on theisland, and they knew about everything happening there
but they were so friendly and supportive that it wasn't actually a problem or a case of incredible noisiness. It
was just the way it was:)

In short, all the main and supporting characters were just larger than life, full of dry humour and openness.
They've peppered the story and the book wouldn't be so good without them all. Even the bad ones... It was a
perfect mix of characters, varied from the very nice and funny to the very bad and bitchy, just with the
optimal amount of both funniness and bitchiness.

The descriptions of the island were fantastic, | felt like I've visited the island after reading the book, like |
know every corner and secret of this place. It was so remote that the inhabitants of it were actually very
excited when the ferry was coming but thanks to the remoteness it was so exciting and interesting to live
there. The beauty of the island was wonderfully introduced and described and it was really a perfect
background for the whole story. And | adored the scenes where they were watching the seals, it was too
sweet to describeit:)

Although actually mostly predictable, the plot was brilliantly written and very engaging but the way it was
written has just knocked me down. The banter between the characters had mein giggles, the dialogues were
smooth, sharp, witty, full of dry humour and they had the authentic ring of the real conversations.

There were moments that | felt alittle confused because the situations happened so quickly, we were
involved in one thing and the next second there was something different happening. | don't know if it isonly
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me, but | was not sure when some situations happened, | missed the exact time and sometimes | felt alittle
lost. And when | see aword "wee" again in the closest future, I'm going to start to shout:) Yes, | know, thisis
the way the islanders are speaking but please, not in every second sentence:) Although maybe they do this.
Say "wee" in every second sentence.

Altogether, this book made me smile and left me warm inside. For sure a one with afeel - good factor with a
great, engaging plot and characters larger than life. Fast - paced, with alittle drama, some romance, some
complications, it just ticks all the boxes and makes a perfect, holiday, sunny read. | would say, go and grab

your copy asap!

Copy received from publisher in exchange for areview.

Alba says

Originally posted on: http://www.al bainbookland.com/2015/04...

| can't believe it took me so long to finally read Sealed with a Kiss. What a beautiful story! But what | think
stole my heart completely was the setting. All | want to do now isleave everything behind and livein a
Scottish island with views to the sea and seals as my friends. Well, and if there's a gorgeous Laird too
around, | wouldn't mind at all.

Kateis 26, jobless, homeless and boyfriendless (and a bit lost too) so when she reads an ad to be a Girl
Friday in aremote island she takes it, even if she has no ideawhat a Girl Friday is supposed to do. Which
doesn't impress her new boss at the dightest. But as the story unfolds, we see how Kate starts feeling a bit
less lost and more at home at the island. She gains self-confidence and starts showing what she is capable of.
Sheissuch alovely girl and | really enjoyed reading about her progress.

But apart from the Laird himself, theisland is full of fun, quirky characters that need to know everything
about everyone but that also make Kate part of their big family. They were al so friendly. Well amost al,
there was some bitchinessin the air too to make the story more interesting. But al in all, | think all the
characters were believable and well developed and Rachael gave us snippets of their individual stories so
they felt like old friends to me.

Sealed with aKissisalovely and sweet story about finding your place in the world (in the most unexpected
way), and believing in yourself and in love. A real feel-gooey-inside read with a stunning setting. | can't wait
to read more by Rachael Lucas now.

Jules (Never enough timeto read) says

It was good, | loved al the characters and the setting was just perfect. The story was cheesy and predictable
but it was exactly what | was in the mood for. I've already ordered a couple more books by Rachael Lucas.
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Heidi says

After being dumped by her boyfriend, Kate escapes to the Scottish island of Auchenmor to start a new job
(with acottage included). She quickly fallsin love with the island life and wildlife. Kate swearsto stay off
men for awhole year, but will she be able to resist the temptation of young sexy Scotsmen?

| loved this book from start to finish! It's such a great and comforting read. Rachael wrote this book from a
3rd person narrative which | am usually not abig fan of (I fedl it is aways more difficult to connect with the
charactersin this way) but it works beautifully in this chick-lit novel. | think it is due to the author’ s talent
for capturing emotions and feelings from awide range of characters. By the end of the book | had the feeling
asif | wasliving on the island and made friends with all these wonderful and kind people.

| really enjoyed the way Rachael described the blissful and peaceful island life. Every single character the
reader isintroduced to is so welcoming and friendly (apart from one of them — but enough said here—| don’t
want to give the slight twist of the story away).

| believe this book is a chick-lit novel initstruest form. It left me feeling all warm and gooey (what a cliche,
| know but true :-). The whole book and its characters are very endearing and | was sad to reach the ending
of the book (I could have read on for ages...). | can hugely recommend this amazing read. Thisis Rachael’s
debut novel and | cannot wait to read more of her books.
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