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“Jo Weldon is the gold-standard for New Burlesque. I am proud to call her my friend, and unashamed to
admit she’s my idol.” — Lily Burana, author of Strip City: A Stripper's Farewell Journey Across America

From one of the stars of the New Burlesque scene, Jo Weldon, comes a definitive, easy-to-use, and
indispensable guide to the art form, with a foreword by superstar comedian and burlesque enthusiast
Margaret Cho. Fans of Dita Von Teese—as well as performers of every stripe—will love the helpful advice
and feisty attitude of The Burlesque Handbook.
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From Reader Review The Burlesque Handbook for online ebook

Jenny (Novel Idea) says

A great how-to for anyone that wants to participate in Burlesque. The details of her instruction were very
idiot-proof and the pics that go along with it help with step by step instruction. Two very enthastic thumbs
up!

Hollie Harvey says

A must have reference for all studying Burlesque. So many handy hints and tips as well as a generally good
read

Blue says

Jo "Boobs" Weldon is certainly the nurturing mother diva of the NY burlesque scene. An strangely beautiful
creature in person, and well, the author of this unique book. I must say, with the re-birth of the art form, well,
first as art and not some cheap thrill, and as neo-burlesque, this book is a must have. Jo indulges the reader in
the the research she did (by interviewing some of the old burlesque legends) to learn the techniques and
classic maneuvers of the art of teasing on stage. Some notorious and hot burlesque talents of today are within
the pages of the Handbook, such as Julie Atlas Muz, Julie's now-husband Matt Fraser, Dirty Martini, Nasty
Canasta (of Naked Girls Reading fame!), Johnny Porkpie, and many many more. The Handbook is as
practical as it is valuable historically, with careful detail applied to each and every aspect of the burlesque
act, from designing costume to picking soundtrack to negotiating with venues. Jo details some of the classic
components of burlesque, like the fan dance and twirling with helpful step-by-step images. There are even
cut-outs for making your own tassels and step-by-step instructions on how to make them along with some
interesting models used by burlesque dancers.

A must have for those who want to learn about burlesque and those who are embarking on the scene!

Gina says

This book is a bit of a mish-mash: It is an autobiography. It is a quick history of burlesque. It is a burlesque
primer. The information is muddled together.

As a tech writer, i like it when an author separates the nice-to-know from the need-to-know. For me, the
book wasn't organized to make it was to read.

There is a wealth of information for the want to be burlesque performer - routine, music, costume, makeup,
etiquette, etc.
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Scribbling-Wren says

Fab introduction to the subject... mix of history & ideas for your own show including tips on choosing your
stage name.

By the end (thanks to well illustrated instructions) you'll be able to bump n grind, Make your own pasties &
Twirl your tassels with the best of them.

If the Burlesque Handbook gets you curious for more Jo has supplied lists (with notes)of websites, books &
film performances in her closing resource section.

Kristen says

The book has a lot of information about how to build a burlesque routine as well as get started if you wish to
perform. Personally, I found the back stories, the descriptions of the burlesque community, and the
opportunity to look more into myself with regards to sexuality and self perception as the best parts of the
book.

Brianna says

Jo is an amazing teacher. The one class I took from her on glove peeling was one of the most helpful and fun
classes I've ever taken. She brings the fun and excitement she exudes in person to this book. I have so often
looked to it for guidance as a performer and found it helpful on nearly every occasion that I have had a
question. Thank you Jo for writing this!

Danielle Lemon says

I read this book for research and it was a really great intro into the history and community of neo-burlesque.
The step-by-step "how to dance" instructions are pretty hard to follow - honestly a link to a video would have
been better - but I wasn't reading the book to learn how to dance! Super good intro resource for anyone
trying to learn more about the art form.

Claire Green says

Excellent book for both looking into Burlesque dancing, how to's and resources. Not very in-depth, or
history heavy, so perfect for a bit of light reading - if you want the whole hog of history into the origins or
Burlesque, Minsky's etc, this is a good place to start as it gives you enough titbits to send you on your way in
terms of research and further reading.
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Jessica says

I adored this book. I thought it was very informative and education with Jo Weldon walking you through
every step of neo-burlesque. The stories and the pictures only add to her descriptions and it left me with a
sense of accomplishment, though I have never attempted burlesque before. I have been t several shows and I
am happy that I picked this up. Because it was well worth it.

Marissa Elera says

A comprehensive, behind the scenes guide to performing burlesque. Weldon covers it all, from the history to
costumes tricks and backstage etiquette. As far as I know, there is almost nothing else like this out there that
targets actual performance prep. Very useful.

Leesa says

I bought this today and am loving it! I will give a full review when I am done!

Alice Urchin says

Totally helpful. I highly recommend reading this if you're new to burlesque.


