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In the second hilarious adventure of the Moosepath League, Mollie Peer, the feisty society columnist for the
Eastern Argus, follows up on alead she hopes will win her that elusive promotion to reporter. But when her
pursuit of alittle street urchin named Bird and his dangerous captors lands Mallie in danger, she isthrown
together with the hapless, if lovable, members of the Moosepath League in a mission of mercy that takes
them from the underground of the Portland waterfront to a perilous night pursuit on the October coast. Filled
with old-fashioned adventure, wonderment, and romance, Mollie Peer is an enthralling tale about the triumph
of simple kindness that readers will want to curl up with while discovering the delights of Van Reid's
magnificent storytelling.
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Chris Bubb says

Thiswas actually my third attempt to read "Mollie Peer". | picked up the series based on Nancy Pearl's
recommendation in "Book Lust" (which | find to be an invaluable companion in my reading), and thought
that "Cordelia Underwood" was quite enjoyable. | looked forward to reading the next M oosepath League
book, but something strange happened: | couldn't finish it.

Something about the formula chafed at me. "Mollie Peer” felt like arehash of the first book--similar setting,
many of the same characters, plucky heroine at the center. It seemed formulaic to me, like Van Reid had
come up with arecipe and was following it to the letter a second time. | made two attempts to get through it,
but foundered at about page 30 both times.

Thistime | felt some of the same emotions, but decided to stick it out (putting it up on Goodreads gave me
the impetus to keep going--not that | think anyone is actually reading my status updates, but it does create a
feeling of accountability to put my reading list where anyone can seeit). And interestingly enough, when |
gave it achance, "Mollie Peer" won me over. This was the most pleasurable reading experience I'vehad in a
long while.

Don't get me wrong, there are some problems with this book. The biggest oneis, | think, the heroine herself.
Mollie Peer isavery flat character to me. She exists mainly to drive the plot along, and Van Reid's attempts
to humanize her come off poorly. The romance between her and Wyckford O'Hearn feelslike it's stuck in
first gear for most of the book. It's standard practice in stories like this to have the boy and girl who are
supposed to be together start out hating each other and then drift into love. But in Mollie Peer, the two
romantic leads start out uncomfortable together, and stay there for the majority of the action. Reid doesn't
realy try to connect them until the end. He may have intended to flesh the romance out more in the next
Moosepath League book, but it felt awkward here.

Also, the Moosepathians themselves are an acquired taste. For long stretches they feel like a collection of
quirksinstead of fully-drawn characters. I've seen other reviewers call them annoying and | can see why they
felt that way. | came to see their blind innocence as necessary, the totem of the series, but | can see how other
people would grow tired of them.

But there are really good partstoo. Toby Walton is agreat character, with warmth and geniality coming out
of every pore, and Sundry Moss is excellent as well. These two form the heart of this book and their
adventures are always fresh and engaging. Also, Wyck O'Hearn, the tragic ballplayer, had a compelling story
arc, and | thought his concern for Bird was believable (much more so than Mollie's). The story of the Needle,
the Stone, and the Mirror is a brilliant setpiece and is worth the read on its own. | found Henry Echo's story
to be enjoyably mysterious as well, and Reid ties everything together very well at the end.

Overdl, | have found this to be an excellent series, well worth anyone's attention. My advice to anyone
picking up the Moosepath League books is, be patient and let Van Reid work his spell. Y ou will be glad you
did.
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Colleen says

This book, like the last one, is slow going, but worth it. It's so nice to read a book about mostly nice people!
The common thread tying these books together is the M oosepath League--Ephram, Eagleton, and Thump.
But I think the books could do without them. They're annoying. | liked the characters of Mollie Peer and
Wyckford O'Hearn and watching their contentious relationship develop into love. The author left that part of
the book dangling but | supposeit'll be resolved in the next book.

Queenie Francie says

Continuing in the adventures of The Moosepath League, | enjoyed Mollie Peer. It was very touching and |
liked her character. | can't recommend these books enough if you want to read something that isrich in
language, descriptive in setting and wholesome. Really love this series.

Joni says

These are so different from what you usually find in modern literature. It was atreat to read.

'jean says

Not as good as Cordelia Underwood, but great fun. Between a 3 and 4. Sometimes the bumbling, trusting
nature of Ephram, Eagleton and Thump really gets on my nerves. Good clean adventure page turner set in
turn-of-the-century Maine. | am really liking this series.

Paulina says

Great fun. A little convuluted in spots.

Susan Roy says

Another fun and well-written book by this author. The characters as so fun to follow and get to know. |
enjoyed the whole series...so sorry he has stopped writing them.

Jane says

Start with Cordelia Underwood then meet your old Moosepath L eague friends in this second installment.
Portland Maine in 1896. | love them all.
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Sarah says

This book was basically comfort reading. It was cute, but not necessarily great literature. It was fairly well-
written, and | would recommend it to people who are looking for a happy book. It's somewhat along the lines
of At Home in Mitford, but not as good (in my opinion) and set 100 years earlier.

Terry Southard says

31/2 stars.

Julie says

A little more confusing but fabulous.

Anna says

| really want athree and a half star option here. | love these Van Reid books but | like Walton and Sundry
much more than the over-the-top naivety of Eagleton, Ephram and Thump - really, are they that dumb?!
Having said that, Bird trying to alert them to Amos's treachery is pretty funny - finding Thump's (I think)
wallet on Amos springs immediately to mind. | loved Bird with his moose pin, needing a haircut, and
attachment to Wyck. | also loved the Wyckford plot and his attachment to baseball.

I remember Cordelia Underwood being funnier than Mollie Peer but | read it so long ago that it is possible
that | just don't really remember. (I'm not such a great series reader and thisis a perfect example.)
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