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The Saturday Evening Girls Club Jane Healey
In Boston’s North End, four immigrant women leave childhood behind—but never one another.

For four young immigrant women living in Boston’s North End in the early 1900s, escaping tradition doesn’t
come easy. But at least they have one another and the Saturday Evening Girls Club, a social pottery-making
group offering respite from their hectic home lives—and hope for a better future.

Ambitious Caprice dreams of opening her own hat shop, which clashes with the expectations of her Sicilian-
born parents. Brilliant Ada secretly takes college classes despite the disapproval of her Russian Jewish
father. Stunning Maria could marry anyone yet guards her heart to avoid the fate of her Italian Catholic
mother, broken down by an alcoholic husband. And shy Theais torn between asserting herself and
embracing an antiquated Jewish tradition.

The friends face family clashes and romantic entanglements, career struggles and cultural prejudice. But
through their unfailing bond, forged through their weekly gathering, they’ Il draw strength—and the courage
to transform their immigrant stories into the American lives of their dreams.
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From Reader Review The Saturday Evening Girls Club for online
ebook

DeAnn says

Thiswas aquick, easy, light-hearted read, perfect for my December book club meeting. | enjoyed that it was
set in Boston, 1908. Interesting to read at the end that there are several other real "Evening Girls Clubs' --
not just Saturday. In some ways, so you could see how far women have come where in those days fathers
expected them to marry, no life or career outside that. This one has afun cast of strong female characters, but
was pretty fluffy!

Piper Huguley says

There'sgoing to be a sequel right?

A great story of warmth, love, and friendship. | need to make sure Mariaand Ada are OK. Sequel please!

Stephanie Probst says

Quick read. Enjoyable. Would recommend to people. | loved the friendship of the girls. | loved the idea of a
Saturday evening girls club.

Victoria says

| really enjoyed this book. It had alittle bit of everything. History, romance, tough topics, feminism, and
strong bonds. | loved the girls and how different they were, yet they all worked well together in the novel.
The writer did agreat job of really making the reader understand her characters and time period. Great
writing and really interesting story!

Heidi says

| received this book from Kindle Scout and | am so glad that | read it and it was published. The only problem
I had with this book was the ending left you hanging big time and | hope there is more to this story. Per the
author's website though, she loved the ending and she doesn't plan on continuing this story. Thisis ahuge
disappointment to me.

The Saturday Evening Girl Club is based on some true facts about immigrantsin the 1900's and it was nice
that the author actually did research on this. The main character is Caprice and she is a pioneer woman of her
time/heritage. She has 3 other friends and you get to know them all through out this story. Very well
developed story except for the end.
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Rachel - Chocolate and Chapters says

Find reviews and other bookish talk at Chocolate and Chapters

Caprice is the daughter of Italian immigrants who dreams of opening her own hat shop. She
attends the Saturday Evening Girls Club with three of her best friends, all of whom aso come
from immigrant families. Asthe four girlstry to make their way and discover who they arein
an ever-changing America, they find that the tradition of their familiesis difficult to escape.
They navigate love, education, family, and dreams, al while attending the Club and supporting
each other throughit all.

Sigh. Thisbook is essentially the less-good version of what you'd get if you took a huge pot and mixed
together the movie My Big Fat Greek Wedding and the book The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants.

And if you're like me, naming those two (My Big Fat Greek Wedding and The Sisterhood of the Traveling
Pants) as"similar" might give you hope. But unfortunately, this book is missing all of the fun and relatability
of those two stories. It's actually quite dull.

There are literally scenes taken out of each that are transplanted into this book... | could give a plethora of
examples, but I'll spare you.

| could also go into further detail about the things that annoyed me: extensive informational dialogue, way
too much telling instead of showing, and so on. But again, I'll spare you. And I'll tell you: I'm not a skimmer
(almost ever), but | was with this book.

Overall, this book is sweet and doesn't require much of its reader. Maybe others will enjoy its tone and the
feeling of camaraderie between the girls, but it did nothing for me besides bore me. Boo.

Carol says

Four young women in the 1920s whose parents were immigrants are the main characters of this novel. Two
are Italian, and two are Jewish. They are good friends and attend the Saturday Evening Girls Club (SEG)
every week. Not much is expected of young women except to marry the man of their parents' choosing, help
their families, and little else. The parents do not understand wanting more--an education or ajob.

But they are Americans and want to take advantage of what this country hasto offer. With the help of the
director and arich Bostonian who is patron of the club, they improve themselves and their lives. Oneis
going to college on a scholarship and wants to be a doctor; another opens her own millinery shop (unheard of
for awoman), one has agood job working for a dressmaker, and the fourth improves her job from working
in abox making factory to working for an interior decorator. Along the way, there are several budding
romances. Their parents do not aways understand what their daughters are all about. (I wanted to stand and
cheer for them:)

This book is similar to The Boston Girl by another author which takes place at the same time, the club is set
in alibrary, and focuses on one young woman who istelling her story at age 84 to her granddaughter.
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Both novels are wonderful coming of age stories. | also love it when my two favorites come together--
literature and art. The young women put on a play for Boston socialites at the I sabella Stewart Gardner
museum/home, hosted by Mrs. Gardner herself. When they enter the coutyard of the home, they are in awe
of the architecture and splendor. | remember the same reaction when we visited the museum.

Cindy Roesel says

Four women forged a friendship that changed their lives one week at atime.

*kk*k

Let me start by writing while reading THE SATURDAY EVENING GIRLS CLUB, | kept hearing in my
head, "nevertheless, she persisted.” It's the battle cry for Women standing together today as part the
Women's March. We will not be silenced.

Escaping tradition and trying to become their own women in the 1900s doesn't come easy for four young
immigrants living in Boston’s North End. In Jane Healey's debut novel, THE SATURDAY EVENING
GIRLS CLUB (LakeUnionPublishing), it's the turn of the century when women don't have the right to vote,
nor is much expected from them by a society determined to keep them "in their place." But at |east Caprice,
Ada, Mariaand Thea have one another and their Saturday Evening Girls Club. The once a week meeting
gives the group a break from their home lives and a chance to share their hopes and dreams.

Caprice works at Madame DuPont's Millinery in the North End and dreams of opening her own hat shop.
Her parents want her married to a nice Italian young man, and often arrange dinners with prospective suitors,
much to her horror. Brilliant Ada secretly takes college classes despite the disapproval of her Russian Jewish
father and hopes to be a doctor one day. Stunning Mariais a dressmaker and could marry anyone yet guards
her heart to avoid the fate of her Italian Catholic mother, broken down by an acoholic husband. And shy
Theaistorn between asserting herself and embracing the antiquated Jewish tradition of being married off in
an arranged marriage.

The four young women face family disappointments, romantic love and heartbreak, work and career
struggles, as well as deep cultura prejudice. But their weekly meeting makes it possible for each to have the
courage and strength needed to transform their immigrants stories into individual American lives. Each had
the odds stacked against her, but persist, believing in their dreams.

| loved learning about this part of history, but what made the novel so wonderful for me are the characters.
Jane Healey creates unique personalitiesin all four of the young women; all of whom I'd love to befriend.
There are times I've read a novel with several friends/characters and they tend to blend. Caprice, Ada, Maria
and Thea are each their own woman and delightful.

*kkk*%k

It'sinteresting to note that although THE SATURDAY EVENING GIRLS CLUB isawork of fiction, there
was areal Saturday Evening Girls Club which started as a book club in Boston in 1899. By the 1910s, it had
evolved into something much bigger. There were over 250 members of clubs named after each day of the
week.

Linda Zagon says

I would like to thank NetGalley, Lake Union Publishing, and Jane Healey for an ARC of "The Saturday

Evening Girls Club" by Jane Healey for my honest review.

The genres of this book are General Fiction(Adult), and Women' Fiction. | also feel that thisis Historical
Fiction and Romance.

Kudos to Jane Healey who did the historical research about The Saturday Evening Girls Club, and other
clubsin Boston North in the early 1900s.
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The club offered young women, especially immigrants, the wonderful artistic opportunity for making
pottery, and supporting the arts with drama and music. These clubs were sponsored by wealthy women and
women who loved the arts. The club offered the opportunity for young women to have friends. The pottery
became valuable, and is known as Paul Revere Pottery.

The story takes place in Boston North in the early 1900's when four young women become friends through
the Saturday Evening Girl's Club. They are young immigrants working mostly in dress design and making
hats. | like the way the author describes their homes in small apartments, and many neighbors. Although
these girls were not rich, they were bound to their families traditions. Although the girls came from Jewish
and Italian homes, they respected each other.

Caprice gave her pay check to her family and tried to save for her dream to own her own hat shop. When the
store closes where she has worked, she starts to work at the pottery shop. Caprice is extremely talented in
decorating and trimming hats, and holds on to her dream of owning her own shop one day.

Ada, isayoung intelligent Jewish immigrant. She has been taking college courses at night, and keeping it a
secret from her father. Ada more than anything wants to be a physician.

Mariais agorgeous Italian dressmaker,who lives at home with an alcoholic father, who causes major stress
to her family.

Theaisayoung Jewish immigrant, who isthefirst to be engaged to aman , by an arrangement by her family.
Saturday nights are so important to these young women as they share there secrets,hopes and dreams. The
club is so important to them. Caprice, Ada and Mariawant to break with certain traditions and choose what
they want to do in their lives. They want to choose someone they love. They want to live their dreams.

Jane Healey writes about family, friendship, tradition, choice, support, love and hope. The author also writes
about goals, dreams, and working hard for what one believesin.

It is amazing how the author describes her characters, settings and situations. | enjoyed this intriguing and
heartwarming novel and would highly recommend this.

Patricia Sands says

Caprice, Maria, Ada, and Thea share awonderful friendship as they grow up in the Jewish and Italian
immigrant neighborhoods of north Boston. The setting is the turn of the 20th century when lifeis going
through tremendous change. Living within families where their parents still adhere to the traditional ways of
the “old country”, these four young women struggle with choices they must make for their dreams to become
reality. Healy's extensive research bringsthis erato life as the reader experiences the historical and cultural
details of the time, including learning the delightful history of The Saturday Evening Girls Club.

Shari says

| loved this book from start to finish. Set in the 1900s, the 4 girls connect through the Saturday Evening Girls
Club regardless of their nationalities and traditional expectations that are placed on them by their families.
Watching each girl navigate the world differently while still remaining close-knit with their friends was
heartwarming. The girls are all so close and genuinely care about one another. Caprice is the glue that holds
them all together and she often reminds the other girls of what is right and how to remain true to themselves.
Watching Caprice grow and redlize her goalsin life was a wonderful transition into adulthood. By the end of
the book, all of the girls had started to evolve into women. It was wonderful to watch them choose their paths
and get to see how they were setting themselves up for their futures.
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I'd recommend this to anyone who enjoys a quick, impactful read. The writing was great and easy to follow.
Great book!

Ali (the bandar blog) says

I made in 20% through. This book bored the crapola out of me, and I'm sick of reading a book that takes
placein 1908 with a modern day dialect.

I'm sureit's possible it was going to get better (or maybe not), but only reading 50 pages in aweek doesn't
bode well.

I'm done. Lifeistoo short.

DNF at 20%

Gem says

| didn't expect that this book would be the object of my love for the few daysthat I'veread it. | loved Thea,
Maria, Ada and especialy Caprice! They are what we would call today as #squadgoals. :P | liked the
storyflow and the characters. The style of writing didn't bore me, as well.

Will be writing a more thorough review soon!

Thank you to the publisher for giving me access to an ARC via Netgalley. :)

Judy Collins says

Review to follow.

Linda Lpp says

Well am going to seeif | can get past all the first person frequent use of "I". Wish me luck Penni ?

Finished! Quite enjoyed the experiences of these first generation young immigrant women set in the early
1900'sin Boston.

Friendships began when they were in their early teens and all attended the Saturday Evening Girls Club.
They all faced challenges in regards to strict family expectations, pressures around arranged marriages, and
who they could date especially not someone of adifferent religion or region in Sicily. Even afemale wanting
to pursue further education beyond high school was deemed by one father a complete waste. Women were
meant to get married, bear children and stay in the family. Wanting a better chance at life than their parents
was a struggle when they sought jobs. And you certainly could not work and be married, much less strive to
be self employed or seek advanced education (and in one case enter medical schoal).

They struggled with their choices of boyfriends and the effect on their family if they chose themselves and or
adifferent religion.
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A comment made by another reviewer about the repetition of the word "I" excessively was indeed noted.
Initialy it seemed its use was to demonstrate the boredom, and endless life routines that made up Caprice's
life. But that impression did not hold in my mind in the remainder of the book. With afirst person account
story it may be unavoidable.

Thoughts anyone else? A sequel would be great to carry on in their lives.
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