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Three women caught in the adoption triangle — the birth mother, the adoptive mother and the daughter — are
about to discover the emotional turmoil of confronting their past, when Kate Stewart traces her birth mother
and finds she has a brother and sister who never knew she existed.

Based on three true stories, "In Her Mothers' Shoes' tells of the heartache of having to give up your baby for
adoption without even being able to hold her; of the insecurity of adopting; and how, for an adopted child,
there will always be alifelong yearning to belong, to fit in.

About the Author

Author of the best-selling Penny Rushmore novels, including “A Sandwich Short of aPicnic”, Felicity Price
has also written several other published novels, the John Britten biography “Dare to Dream” and a couple of
company histories. Sandwiched (like Fdicity's fictional character Penny Rushmore) between the emotional
turmoil of elderly parents, teenagers, a demanding career and a badly-behaved spaniel, Felicity similarly tries
to juggle with jelly and often feelsit slither between her fingers.
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Karley says

excellent story based on 3 true storys.

Bronwen Jones says

This story is about adoption, beginning in 1950s NZ. Most of it istrue! Felicity Priceis an excellent story
teller, and this book is her own story.

Kary says

interesting how laws have changed and people's attitudes. the world is full of six degrees of separation

Sarah says

First up, | read the book not the kindle version but that's an insignifcant detail. | really enjoyed this book, as
much for itsinsight into 1950s New Zealand attitudes as for its 3 versions of the same story - what happens
when a baby is adopted told from the birth mother's, the adoptive mother's and the baby-as-a-grownup's
perspectives (sorry if that sentence is not quite grammatically correct!). One of the revelations to me was the
revered Truby King's perspective on NOT cuddling babies - it really makes you wonder when aleading
"baby dr" could believe such a bizarre piece of advice could be good for a parent's relationship with their
child. Having struggled a bit with Plunket nurses rigid perspectives in the 2000s | nearly cheered when "the
grey invader” told Rose she didn't have to do everything the Plunket nurses said.

It's a poignant story with an ultimately happy ending.

Nancy says

Loved this story! | thought how the author tied the storyline together was very well done. How times have
changed regarding adoption. | wish | knew at the beginning of the novel that this story was based upon "real”
experience. What a story for their family's future generations.

Joan says

The subject was close to my heart - adoption and even MS. The voices seemed very authentic. I'm not sure if
it'saswell written as my rating, but | really liked it. Makes me really sad that my daughters will probably
never know that third side of their triangle.
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Beth Sammons says

Great story - a mother/daughter story - a great story about adoption - told from both sides

Alison says

kindle 323 based on true stories.

Eric Edington says

Amazt

I love this book. it brings so many thingsto light in a age of closed adoption. we have come along way after
all these years. thank you Felicity Price.

Sue Kingham says

| loved this book. Felicity Price writes from her birth mother's perspective incredibly well and | was totally
convinced by thisthird of the book. | aso enjoyed her adoptive mother's perspective. Her own section was
understandably less gripping, but overall it is a great read.

Kim Murphy says

True story, which shares the questions, pain, longing, and joy associated with closed adoptions from the
1950s. | am glad | read jt and it makes me thankful that some that | know who were in Kate's shoes have
found their answers, a deeper understanding for those who still struggle eith those questions and a a sincere
appreciation for those who do adopt. | am so happy the laws have changed.

Kirsten says

This book is anovel telling the true story of a daughter who was given up by one mother and adopted by
another mother in the 1950's when out of wedlock was not acceptable. It takes place in New Zealand and
gives usagood view of how white middle class Europeans viewed moralitiy, raising babies, etc.

The first section is about Liz who meets a guy, does "it", gets pregnant, goes to a home for unwed mothers,
and has her baby taken away at birth, feels severe loss over it, and then goes on with her life -- dating,
marrying, and having more children. | really liked the story of Liz and could really see her point of view.
The second part deals with Rose at two stages, when she first gets Kate and has to figure out how to feed and
change her and the conflicts of child-raising philosophies where they insist that baby be on a schedule and
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not be cuddled to the life-saving advice of a new comer Dr. Spock who saysit is good to cuddle baby and it
isfine to feed the baby in the middle of the night and whenever it is hungry. Wow! Then we fast forward to
when Rose retires and must care for her aging husband and Kate is an adult with children of her own. The
Rose story has LOTS and LOTS of flashbacksto give usthe full picture, but sometimes thistechniqueis
used awkwardly so | am not really sure which phase of Rose's life we are in and if we have switched back. |
found the story of older Rose harder to connect with. The younger Rose | really found easy to understand as
she struggles with the RIGHT way to care for baby and the fear of losing her if the authorities don't like how
sheisdoing.

Thethird part is Kate's story, with flashbacks as well, and picks up and overlaps a bit with Rose'stime line.
We see Kate having her own family, and searching for her bio-mom. They meet, and Liz promises
eventually Kate will meet her bio siblings. The next thing was know it is 20 years LATER. That confused me
and | had to reread a bit and then there were more flashbacks. Again some awkward. However, when Kate
finally does meet her siblings it reminded me of the experience of afriend of mine who after her adoptive
mom died found her birth records and discovered she had older full siblings. To this day, that friend is the
happiest person having found awhole family of siblings not just older ones that she belongs with. So....when
| read about Kate's meeting and easy bonding with her two siblings and her aunt, | KNEW that thiswas
really truthful. If 1 had not known of my friend's experience, | might have thought thisidedlistic. Kate
eventually takes the name her bio-mom gave her at birth, Felicity. And when | was done | realized that's the
name of the AUTHOR.

Thisisanovel according to the front matter, but the back matter makes it clear it is also the true story of
three women. | think the conversations and feelings of the three women is somewhat fictionalized as made-
for-TV movies about real events are, but the facts and the events are mostly true.

It's agreat read for anyone touched by closed adoptions or who want to understand the conflict an adoptee
goes through looking for roots and identity and yet loving the parents who raised them. I'm glad | got this
book -- | would never have bothered if it hadn't been offered free or for .99 cents by Amazon. There are few
reviewsonit, so | want to make my detailed enough for those considering getting it. It is worth the price if
the subject matter is of interesting and if you can be patient with the flashbacks. Also some parts of New
Zealand geography and some slang might take a bit of puzzling out. | still don't know what OE is supposed
to be. Otherwise, ENJOY !!!

Rebecca says

very slow, never really got going.

Jo says

i found thisreally boring and it jumped around between the years too much with no structure to it
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