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1286 A.D. Scotland isin the grip of the worst winter in living memory. Some say the Day of Judgement has
arrived. The King of Scotland rides out from Edinburgh into the stormy night. On the road he is murdered by
one of his own men, leaving the succession to the throne wide open. Civil war threatens as the powerful
Scottish familiesjostle for power, not knowing that King Edward | of England has set his own plans for
conquest in motion. But all is not destined to go Edward's way. Through the ashes of war, through blood
feuds and divided loyalties, ayoung squire will rise to defy England's greatest king. His name is Robert
Bruce. Insurrection isthefirst in an addictive and action-packed trilogy in the tradition of Conn Iggulden,
Bernard Cornwell and Manda Scott.
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Teo says

O s?-mi lipseasc? mult "Rebeliunea’. FOARTE MULT!
*Tn a?teptare pentru a doua carte*

Beorn says

I'm not sure where to start in dissecting this book so if this all appears alittle scattergun, bear with me.

Thething | most felt about Robyn Y oung after reading the opening book to her other series, the
eponymously titled Brethren: An Epic Adventure of the Knights Templar, was that she was undoubtably a
talented author but one too prone to keeping herself on aleash. That said, the promise | saw in Brethren led
me to believe, or hope, that this book would mark the start of a new series which manifested that great
promise.

Sadly, | was mistaken.

The sensation of Brethren was one of where there was such promise of agreat read, it was just so restrained
that it was underwhelming. However in thisinstance, while it was till easily readable and pleasant to digest,
there was little remarkabl e about this story.

It feelslike half the action is told through the form of flashbacks due to the semi staccato timeline
throughout; sometimes there's even flashbacks within flashbacks. There are also instances where key battles
- such asthe battle of Stirling Bridge - are skipped and the events of which told through hazy recollection.

Of the charactersin the book, the mgjority of the key players such as Robert The Bruce (or Robert Bruce as
he's known in the story) and James Stewart are relatively one-dimensional & languid; King Edward isfairly
enjoyable though not explored anywhere near enough for such a key protagonist in my opinion. Asfor the
rest, they feel distinctly generic filler roles occasionally having one or two lines of import before
disappearing back into the murk of seeming inconsequential.

Overal thisis an okay book but distinctly bland and cardboard; flat, average and easily digestible yet
without any real longevity.

I'm leaning towards returning to the Brethren trilogy over continuing with this seriesif I'm honest.

2 out of 5isadmittedly alittle harsh, if | could, I'd probably give it more like 2.5/5, or to give it a percentage,
around the 60% mark.

Alexszollo says

De multe ori, prefer lectura unui roman istoric scris cu lux de am?nunte urm?irii unui film. Ador senza?a pe
care 0 am citind descrierile intrigilor de curte, discursurilor figurilor importante ale vremurilor trecute 7
scenelor de lupt? viscerae.

Sco?ienii m-au fascinat Tntotdeauna. E cevain spiritul ?la mandru, neplecat a lor, care se simte pan? ?i-n
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gédjaiala aiainconfundabil ? a accentului sco?ian, ceva care m? fascineaz?. Ztiam numele [ui Robert Bruce
interesat fiind de William Wallace, revolu?ionarul sco?ian f2cut celebrisim de filmul lui Mel Gibson,

, Braveheart”. Ins? povestea lui Bruce imi era cvasinecunoscut?.

Noroc cu cartealui Robyn Y oung, care mi-af?cut cuno2in?? cu aceast? figur? legendar? aistoriei Sco?iel
ntr-un roman absol ut fascinant.

Y oung este 0 voce r?sun?toare a fic?iunii istorice, despre care auzisem o gr?mad? de lucruri faine inainte s?
Tncep cartea asta, ?i chiar m? bucur s? spun ¢? mi-a dep??it toate a?tept?rile. Trecutul plin de revolt? al
sco?ienilor aprinsvia?? in minteamea. Am putut urm?ri parcursul unui erou improbabil, care-? caut?
perpetuu drumul prin lumea marcat? de conflict Th care se mi?c?. Leg?turile cu miticul rege Arthur sunt un
punct forte al c?r?ii, despre care, ins?, nu dau mai multe detalii, pentru c? vreau s?-| savura? singuri.

Exist? unele voci care spun c? femeile nu pot scrie fic?iune istoric? f2r? un element romantic extrem de
puternic. Ei bine, Robyn Y oung este femeia care drédm? din temelii acest sterectip. Are femeia asta ni?te
descrieri ale scenelor de lupt?, de zici c? setrage direct din mandrii ?i ferocii sco?eni. Lua? carteaasta i
[?sa?i-v? purta? de eaoricand SSim?? nevoia s? evada? intr-o lumein care curajul nu e o virtute trambi?at?,
ci confruntarea cu moartea, disperarea 7 agoniain cele mai pure st?ri. Ve? aveaocazia s? Citi? povestea
unui om care-? caut? destinul, 7 care e g7sit de acest destin. Dar nu v? spun mai multe, ¢? v? stric pl?cerea.
Am devorat-o01n 6 ore, Tntr-o c??torie cu trenul. Astacas? vede? cam cét e de captivant?. De ce n-are
Goodreads mai multe stele?

Sceadugenga says

Insurrection is the first book in Robyn Y oung's latest trilogy based on the life of Robert Bruce. | liked the
Brethren trilogy so | was looking forward to reading this book as well. Y oung does not disappoint, spinning
atae of adventure and political intrigue set against the backdrop of King Edward I's Welsh and Scottish
campaigns. The book deals with Bruce's childhood and first years of knighthood giving usinsight to his
various personal relationships that would later shape this enigmatic and troubled man.

| found this book to move at a somewhat slower pace than the previous trilogy, that's not to say it's any less
interesting or appealing, however, quite the opposite. Young is amaster at weaving lush descriptive
tapestries of landscapes bringing the Scottish countryside to life and she draws us in with her description of a
banquet or the carnage of a battle's aftermath. The book iswritten in a style that will appeal to history buffs.
The proseis flowing (although fans of Cornwell and Scarrow beware this is not a romping high-octane page-
turner and the battle scenes are less gritty and claustrophobic) and cerebral, the reader is drawn into the story
like ariver voyage - meandering, flowing with a bit of whitewater interspersed here and there, all the while
enjoying the ride and the view. The plot does tend to lag now and again during the bits dealing with politics
but it never getsto the point of wanting to flip ahead or stop reading. One of the things | like about Young is
her ability to insert "prophecies’ and "secret societies' into the text without seeming hokey or turning it into
the latest conspiracy theory bestseller.

The characters are well developed and believable, you can tell Y oung has done her research and is passionate
about her subject. | always say that one sign of awell-written historical fiction novel isthat once finished I'm
instantly off in search of more material either to brush up or degpen my knowledge and this book has
definitely been the case. | also appreciated the glossary and bibliography in the appendices. On a persona
note, | was thankful that the romantic interludes were kept to aminimum in thiswork, | found it excessive
and tedious in Young's prior trilogy. Overall | enjoyed the book and | recommend it to anyone with a passion
for well-written HISTORICAL fiction. As| said before this book probably won't appeal though to rabid fans
of Cornwell, Scarrow, Severin et al.
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Krista Baetiong Tungol says

Engaging and imaginative, thisfirst book in Robyn Young's The Insurrection Trilogy tells the story of
Rabert Bruce before he became King of Scotland. Y oung Robert takes center stage here and in the midst of
political chaos in Scotland isintroduced as brave and ambitious yet fallible: a man torn between loyalty and
duty, lured by lust and adventures, and reined in by his conscience and sense of honor.

I’m not quite familiar with his bio (other than he isthe real Brave Heart), and so it’s alittle refreshing to
know him in this light—too raw and too human. | didn’t appreciate Robert wavering with hisideas at first,
but the author has let me understand the context of his political struggles with her persuasive storytelling.
And while there are also liberties taken by the author that allowed her fictional narration to stream along with
some factsin history, i.e. (view spoiler), it added to the flavor of that period and helped reinforce the
characterization of Robert the Bruce in my opinion.

The only thing | didn’t quite relish is the timeline shift every other chapter or so. Thereis often a
“throwback” moment for some of the characters that drags us off to another distant time, that it gets a bit
confusing to follow if you happen to skip dates like | sometimes do. Other than that, | appreciate this glimpse
of Robert as a vibrant young man and warrior and am eager to find out how Robyn Y oung will go on with
therest of his story.

Paula L ofting says

Thisis Ms Young's fourth historical novel and second series. Robert the Bruce is the grandson and son of
men of the same name, men who have stood in Scotlands's spotlight for generations. This story isfor him
and begins in the spring of hisyouth. Ms young begins her story by opening it with a prologue; Edward I'st
victory in Gascony and he has the book, the Prophecies of Merlin which is an embedded theme throughout
the book.It then launchesinto the first chapter 24 years later when the King of Scotland rides out from
Edinburgh into the stormy dark. On the road he is murdered by one of his own men, leaving the succession
to the throne wide open. The king's death is as a stone thrown into a pool, the ripples spreading far and wide.
Civil war threatens as powerful Scottish familiesjostle for power, not knowing that Edward,King of England
has set his own plansin motion.For twenty years, Edward has nurtured afierce vision of conquest and this
vision has sprung from the words of an ancient prophecy - that will change the face of Britain forever.
Rabert, the young Scottish noble is sent to Edward's court to pay homage and learn the ways of the nobles
and is lured into an oath to serve the English king unto death and help him fulfill his desire to be the
prophecy's fulfillment. But al is not going to go Edward's way and when Robert finds himself at conflict
with himself and his oath, he comes to earn the enmity of the men who once considered him loyal aloyal
Knight of the Dragons.

This book takes awhileto get going but when it did it soared. | want to give it 4 and a half stars, mainly
because the ending | found, fell flat, and this was a bit of a disappointment. Asyou cant give half stars, I'm
posting it as 5. It'sreally pleasing to find a book of this calibre. | have read Brethren by Robyn young which
was her first novel and | liked it, but this book is something else indeed. Ms young's writing has taken on a
new league and her literary styleis genius. Y ou can tell she had definitely matured, she wrote Brethren when
shewas only 24 and is now 37 and her maturity shows in her writing. | truly felt in awe of her prose and
swept up in this epic re-telling of Robert the Bruce. William Wallace, that other famous Scottish rebel, has a
cameo part and i felt glad that he did not overshadow Bruce's story in anyway. Robyn has definitely done her
research and | felt that for the most part she remains true to the history of the time and place. Thething |
liked about the story was that she added allittle 'plot' the Merlin Prophecy and it didn't seem too ridiculous or
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obscure. A lot of historical novelists get carried off on a chronological what happened next type feel to a
book, with this, | didn't feel that it lacked atheme and that's what made it interesting in my opinion.

The onething | found that it did lack and thisiswhere it loses that half a star, her character's, especially
Robert himself, lacked depth. And | felt that Ms young missed areally good opportunity to show more of his
character when she missed out scenes between his wife and himself. We meet |sobel briefly when she gives
birth to Bruce's daughter Marjorie. | felt cheated out of some romance which isaplace, | feel, characters
shine the most. Emotional scenes there were a plenty, but the author did not use these moments to show us
the real depth of the man. | felt the characters true natures were kept from us and | would have like to have
seem more than one dimensions to them. | like to feel that | know the characters in a book, the main
protagonists at least. | felt | hardly knew Robert however, having said that, it did not spoil the story at all.
Lastly, the story rose to a crescendo, but then went flat and at the end | was | eft feeling somewhat flat
myself.

On the whole, this book is beautifully written and the sequels promise to be even better. | highly recommend
this book for historical fiction lovers. Great stuff!

Ross Hamilton says

| read Robyn Y oung' sfirst trilogy, about the fall of the Templar Knights with both interest and trepidation.
My concern was the story was that it centred around a great secret held by the Templars, atheme | really
thought had been done to death. Fortunately the secret was not the hoary one of protecting the line of Jesus
of Nazareth and Mary Magdalene, but one of uniting the Christian, Jewish and Islamic faiths. That was more
believable.

What | particularly liked about Y oung’ s writing was the authentic voice she brought to the work, clearly the
product of much research. That research is briefly mentioned in the Author’s Note at the end of Insurrection.

| became alittle concerned early in reading after seeing the Prophecies of Merlin and the Arthurian story
being mentioned. Oh no, | thought. Not another attempt to retell Arthur. But Edward I’ sinterest in the
prophecies and certain relics is more a backdrop. Thereal story isthat of bringing Robert the Bruce to life.

Since her debut with Brethren, | believe Robyn Y oung’s story telling has continued to devel op, making
Insurrection an interesting and entertaining read. But it was the Author’ s Note that contained the real
surprises for me, revealing Edward Longshanks' sinterest in al things Arthurian, to the point of building his
own Round Table. Those facts hel ped put the use of the Athurian legend into context. To quote the thoughts
of Longshanks from the novel:

"Men needed |egends — something to aspire to beyond the toil and drudgery of daily life, something golden
and glimmering above the grey of worldly existence. It was what set fire in their blood."

Y oung also provided one of the best, succinct explanations of the role of the author, that | have seen: “a
novelist has to create the motivation that lie behind the actions of charactersin order to make readers

believe.”

Thisisastory of bitter family feuds, civil war, betrayal, insurrection and the struggle for a crown and
freedom.

Readers who enjoy ariveting story with believable characters will enjoy Insurrection.
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Lisa says

| really thought I'd like this asit read really well, with some great reviews. Unfortunately right from the start
| struggled withiit. | just couldn't settle into arhythm and none of the characters stood for me. It's clearly
written well enough, just not ins style | resonated with. Not sure about areal book, but in digital there was no
"page break” to tell you were somewhere else or some time further down the track, so that didn't help. | felt a
little all over the place because of that. | persisted, and as much as | love the era and want to know more, |
won't continue the series. Thisis the second novel for me, the other being Bretheren, so | think | will count
my losses and move on.

John says

| am arelative newcomer to the historical fiction genre. For along time, | was rightfully nervousto jam
together my love of storytelling with my first true love of history. Steve Berry’s Templar Legacy was first to
charm me to the magic that resultsin lightly weaving (and later caveating) make-believe to historical fact.
And since reading it, | have been on a bender of such books. This bender, | believe, reached a crescendo with
Robyn Y oung’s Insurrection.

The Ancient and Medieval Historical Fiction book club recommended Insurrection as one of its June 2013's
picks. | am so glad it did. | finished the epic last night and its intricate depth of character, command of
vocabulary, and description of feeling and place has |eft me speechless. The research, writing, and editing
the author must have done just to lay the groundwork of the story strikes me almost as legendary as what the
story’s main character, Robert Bruce, underwent in the first part of what will be three novels. | am
admittedly an easy grader, but Insurrection got arare five stars from me.

Starting with Robert as a boy in-training to ride a horse (the author reportedly did the same training to obtain
Robert's perspective on the saddle), the story progresses through the major events of the early Scottish Wars
of Independence fought between the disbanded Scots and (rightfully humanized-not-like-in-the-movie-
Braveheart) King Edward.

About half-way through the book, we find Robert a widower with infant daughter Margorie. The scene

Y oung portrays underscores how precarious the whore of History actually can be: The much preoccupied
Earl Robert istraveling to Carrick to try to reclaim the loyalty of his vassals. Robert had just “ switched
sides’ (and oaths) between England and Scotland, and lost most of histitle and prestige in England, along
with the loss of the trust of his peersin Scotland compliments of his prior actions. On the journey to Carrick,
Baby Margorie is strapped in aroughshod crate on alistless horse. Who could contemplate at the time that
from this diminutively treated baby girl could ever be seeded the Royal House of Stuart, whose kings reigned
over the melding embryo of the Anglosphere, which arguably serves as one of the most important forces that
has shaped today's world.

Some reviews for Insurrection take issue that passive readers will find it slow or confusing. Titles like Earl of
this and Duke of that are admittedly bandied-about. But | found that Y oung consistently put real person
names with titlesin the same paragraph to assist the reader in what is going on and who is who. Other
reviews have detested the time Insurrection spends on the witch Affraig or Merlin. Even though | have little
patience for fairy tales, and was circumspect when they first occurred, | found Y oung tightly leveraged these
more fanciful elementsin waysthat did not damage historical facts. Instead, Affraig, Edward’ s infatuation
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with Merlin, and and other “tall tales’ that were interspersed in the novel served to motivate me to find out
more about the history of Scotland during this time.

Insurrection does require active contemplation and attention while reading. Y et its vastness should add to its
rating and not detract from it. The story made me want to know more about Robert Bruce, hislife and
mysterious times, as well as the Scottish Wars of Independence. If you want a book that makes one stay up
|ate searching the Internets about long ago battles and the weird course of our Western history, Insurrection
isabook for you.

Helen says

Insurrection isthefirst in atrilogy telling the story of Robert the Bruce, who was King of Scotland in the
14th century. The second book, Renegade is available now and the third, Kingdom, will be out this summer.
In thisfirst novel, beginning in 1286, we meet Robert as a young boy in a Scotland torn apart by the sudden
and unexpected death of King Alexander I11. The King has died without a male heir, leaving the succession
to the throne undecided. The Bruces believe they have a strong claim, but they face competition from their
enemies, John Balliol and the Comyns.

In England, meanwhile, King Edward | isforming his own plans for Scotland. Beginning a search for four
ancient relics that will enable Merlin’s Last Prophecy to be fulfilled, Edward enlists the help of a group of
young noblemen known as the Knights of the Dragon. When Robert, sent to England to restore his family’s
reputation, is approached by the Knights, he must decide exactly where his loyalties and ambitionslie.

Insurrection is exactly the sort of historical fiction | love. As someone who reads alot of historical novels|
often find that they either focus too much on romance and court intrigue or are too action-packed with one
long battle scene after another. | had neither problem with this book; | found it to be a fascinating,
atmospheric tale of kings and knights, witches and soldiers, treachery, murder and war. The descriptive
writing is wonderful and the battles (yes, there are afew) are well written and easy to follow. | admit that my
heart sank when | discovered thiswas yet another book with an ‘ancient prophecy’ storyline, but | needn’t
have worried because it is only one small part of the plot and | thought it actualy felt quite plausible asit’s
true that Edward | really did have afascination with Arthurian legend.

Rabert the Bruce is a name I’ ve always been intrigued by without really knowing much about him. | have a
memory from years ago of going out with my parents one Sunday afternoon on what my dad always called
‘an aimless drive' and ending up in Dumfries and Galloway in Scotland where we noticed a sign pointing to
'Robert the Bruce's Cave' — the cave where Robert supposedly went into hiding from Edward | in 1306 and
was famously inspired by a spider weaving its web. Not one of the most exciting places |’ ve ever visited
(there wasn't even a spider in sight when we went to look inside the cave), but it has stayed in my mind all
these years later!

Because | knew so little about Robert and this period of history, | felt that | was really learning alot from
Insurrection. Everything felt accurate and thoroughly researched and although | had to concentrate to keep
track of the complex politics and relationships between the characters, | was never bored. At the end of the
book there’ s a character list, glossary of medieval terms and a chart showing the order of succession to the
Scottish throne, all of which | found useful.

Of course, thisisawork of fiction rather than non-fiction so there are times when the author doesn’t stick
exactly to the known facts. For example, the deaths of Alexander 111 and his granddaughter Margaret, Maid
of Norway may have had more innocent causes than those described in the book. The Knights of the Dragon
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isalso afictional order, although the men who belong to it really existed. Robyn Y oung explains some of her
choicesin her author’ s note so that we can see where she has used her imagination to fill in some gaps and
provide motivations for the actions of her characters.

I know this book will not suit all tastesin historical fiction (some readers might dislike the inclusion of
prophecies and witchcraft or will be disappointed by the lack of significant female characters and the fact
that Robert himself is not always easy to like) but | absolutely loved it. I'm looking forward to reading
Renegade and Kingdom and also exploring Robyn Y oung's earlier trilogy on the Knights Templar.

Ashlyn says

| felt no real attachment to any of the characters, but it was still sufficiently interesting that | will read the
next novel.

S.J.A. Turney says

Insurrection immediately took me by surprise. All | really knew of it wasthat it was astory of Robert Bruce.
Now like most of you (I suspect) my knowledge of this great historic figure isfairly limited to the fact that
he was King of Scotland, that he won at Bannockburn in 1314, and some guff about sitting in a cave and
watching a spider spin aweb - oh and Braveheart. Actually, that's not quite true. Being a'Y orkshireman, |
also knew that Bruce was actually of the DeBrus family that came from Guisborough near my home and
were originally about as Scottish as Kaiser Wilhelm Il. But you get my point. My knowledge was sketchy
and mostly revolved around his kingship.

And so it intrigued me to discover that Insurrection is a story that begins with Robert as a teenager, freshly
returned from fosterage in Ireland to his family's lands in Scotland. In fact, the story begins more with alittle
background to Edward | of England and the events leading to the death of King Alexander of Scotland. But
I'm confusing the issue there.

Insurrection tells the story of Robert from his youth in a safe, stable Scotland, through the period of disaster
following the death of Alexander, and through the wars and feuds with the Comyn and Balliol families that
lead to Rabert siding with the hated English during the first wave of troubles.

| won't tell the story beyond that. If you want spoilers, read the book. What | will do istell you why you
should do that.

Aswith Robyn's Brethren trilogy, she has not simply told the history, but interwoven a creative new story
within the web of the historical fact, turning this from a straight history book to afresh and much more
personal novel.

Among the threads of Edward and Robert's story are echoes of the Arthurian legends which, while not
central to the tale, are important enough to the charactersto inform their actions. This additional facet not
only helps to deepen the story and flesh out the characters, but also helps to fill in some of the historical gaps
in the reasons for their actions.

To me, the greatest strength of the novel isthe fairnesslevelled at the various sides. There is a great tendency
when talking of William Wallace, Robert Bruce and Edward - the Hammer of the Scots - to paint the Scots
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as heroic, hard-done-by highlandersin kilts and woad (thank you Mel Gibson) and the English as stony-
faced robots seeking only pleasure in the destruction of the Scottish way of life. Not so Robyn's treatment.

Robyn has recognised immediately that the nobles on both sides of this war were aimost all of Norman
descent and were far more similar than they were different. The Scottish lords are fractious and
argumentative, half of them supporting the English over their own people, many of them hating each other
more than the English. Robert Bruce s, of course, no exception. In fact there are times when the reader
despairs over Robert's actions - a sign that the character has atruly real feel. There are no clear-cut good
guys and bad guysin the story.

Insurrection is not a short book - be prepared for a sizeable read but, given that, the story races by at such
pace that it seems much shorter. An exciting and involving story, very well written, the book should find a
place on your shelves. Read it and finally push the Hollywood glam of Braveheart out of your mind.

Martin Lake says

Thisisthefirst of Robyn Young's books | have read but it won’t be the last. It is historical fiction of the
highest order.

I must confess to not knowing much about Robert the Bruce. This novel tells the story of a complex man
caught in amaelstrom of events which shaped his life and, eventually, that of two kingdoms.

Raobyn Y oung is afine writer who weaves plot and character in a subtle and satisfying manner.

Bruce isforged by history and then goes on to forge it. The young Bruce is confronted with conflicts of
loyalty and ambition which others may not have considered conflicts at all. The fact that he did consider
them so, and the decisions he makes regarding them, stem from his own complex character. They also
contribute to his devel opment both as a man and aleader.

Thereis much good writing in the book. Here is one acutely observed description | can’t resist quoting. ‘ The
weapon was sticky with blood, the smell of it like old pennies held too long in the hand.” Y oung is adept at
using senses to evoke an era which was both fresher and more squalid than today.

The novel darts back and forth in time which | don’t much care for and which | don't think adds much to plot
or narrative. | liked the idea that Edward used the prophecies of Merlin as amotive for his brutal invasions of
Wales and Scotland. However, | imagine that he would have used the prophecies as a cloak for his naked
ambition. Except that maybe Edward knew deep down that the best way to delude othersisto delude onesel f
first.

There are some excellent supporting charactersin this novel and | look forward to reading more about them
as much as about Bruce himself.

I would have loved to give this book 4.5 stars but will have to content myself with 4 stars instead.
I have quoted from Robyn Y oung as thettitle of this piece because | believe it sums up the novel so exactly.

| look forward to reading the sequel which isout in August 2012.
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Marina says

Thefirst onein atrilogy, thisis the beginning of the story of Robert Bruce, the man who would unite
Scotland against the English invaders and take the throne.

"Insurrection” tells the story of Robert's youth, from his days as 11 years old boy, training to become a
knight, to histime in King Edward's court, where he befriends a group of young men known as The Knights
of the Dragon, to the choice he makes to break with his English friends and patrons, to go against his father
and take part in the rebellion led by a young warrior, a son of aknight, named William Wallace.

Thisis also the story of Edward, exiled in his youth, he returns to England to become a king, but his
ambitions are far greater - following the prophecies of Merlin, translated by Geoffrey of Monmouth, he
wishes to unite all the British kingdoms under one king - himself. To do that, he needs 4 relics, belonging to
Brutus, the founder of Britain - the staff of St. Malachy from Ireland, the Stone of Destiny from Scotland, the
Crown of Artur from Wales and the Sword of Mercy from England.

Thisisabrilliant book, very well written, with awell defined plot and a sense of time and place, telling the
age-old story of growing up and making one's own path in the world.

Marita says

I know next to nothing about Scots history. This novel, the first of atrilogy, was an excellent introduction. It
is beautifully written with wonderfully vivid descriptions of sights, smells and sounds which draw oneinto a
different time and space. | love the qualification of coloursin the book: spice-brown hair, ruby-red glass,
plum-dark wine, wine-red sleeves, etc. It is very atmospheric, and Robyn Y oung adds an el ement of mystery
to some of the deaths by suggesting foul play. This sense of mystery is augmented by Arthurian legend,
prophesies, curses and an old crone weaving the future. The author however does not indulge in these
fantasies, but uses them just enough to be interesting. There are adventures and several skillfully told battles,
but if you require some romance you may be disappointed.

Paula says

I've never read one of Y oung's books previously and now |I'm wondering why. Full of historical detail (I'm a
McL ean, we supported the Bruce so interesting twists to family legends) and action.

Terri says

Lightning strikes twice!

There was abook | read this year, not Insurrection, a different one. Thefirst lines of the review for that book
went something like this “these are the kinds of historical fiction books that | dream of finding”. And | meant
it even though | gave that other book 4 stars and found it alittle flawed.

It ishard for meto explain how | can rave about abook and giveit 4 stars instead of 5. Perhapsit is
this... The historical fiction books | dream of finding appeal moreto my taste in writing skill and scene
description and have less to do with action and entertainment factors. To me, high excitement and human
dramais not everything.
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Other authors have thrilled me with that near perfect or perfect combination, but they don't always comein
abundance.

| did not think then when | found the earlier book, that afew short months later | would find another book of
my dreams only thistime it would be a5 star read for me and | would be telling others that it is"my perfect
book".

Asan avid reader, perfect books are as rare for me as lightning striking twice in the one place. In this case,
the second bolt of lightning came with Robyn Y oung's Insurrection. The first book in her Insurrection
trilogy. An epic read. Grandiose, thrilling, addictive. Like al classy epics should be.

| have seen Y oung's books around over the years. Picked up Brethren (the first in her Brethren Trilogy and
her first novel) once in a bookstore and put it down again and never revisited the author again. | do not know
why | overlooked her for so long, but | have found her now and | plan on reading every historical fiction she
produces. | am hooked to her wonderful style and have not felt this way about an author of an historical
fiction series since discovering C.J. Sansom's wonderful Matthew Shardlake Series. His books | treasure for
the same reasons that | now treasure Insurrection.

Like Sansom'’s books, Insurrection islayer upon layer of atmosphere. A descriptive depth that | always
respond to with great admiration because it is not easy to do well. For many authorsit can become waffle or
can be classed as dragging on, but Insurrection was not one of those to me. Maybe it is for others? Who
knows. But for my taste it was exquisitely worked detail and | will eat that style up all day and night.

Thisisabook of espionage, political intrigue, betrayal, conniving, vendettas, grudges, rivalry and
clandestine meetings in dark wooded Glens. Do not expect a book built around battles and action because
you won't get it. Thisbook is built around the stunning land of Scotland and the people of power who hel ped
to tear it apart and put it back together, only to tear it apart again. It is not astory of romance, passion and
intimate relationships. It isastory of the secret schemes and dreams of the men who found themselves
caught up in the dawn and early days of the Wars of Scottish Independence.

There are two techniques that the author used that | must applaud. One is the way she wrote battles. They are
some of the most stylishly graphic battle scenes | have ever read. Magnificently written battle overviews that
put you sometimes at the end of the battle first, where the dead lay strewn two deep across the field or
sinking in the sucking mud of the burn, the rivers full of bodies, the air rank with the stink of war. Y ou are
shown what man can do to each other in battle and in hand to hand combat, before they have even done it on
the page. | thought this was brilliant.

The other technique | liked was to give the reader snapshots of some strangers' lives, deaths, survival.
Characters who are nobody in the story and pop up to give you a glimpse inside the minor player. They are
given names, friends, personalities. They could be thirsty, frightened, unamoured Scottish footmen, bracing
their spears as aline of mounted and armoured knights charge, only to then see awall of Welsh archersform
up behind them. Or the soldiers on watch at a remote keep that is overrun by enemy under the cover of
darkness. | loved these moments in time. These vignettes of the common man or woman as they react and
respond to territorial skirmishes that they had no choice in.

| simply can not wait to read the next book in this series, Renegade, and | have everything crossed that

lightning will strike athird time.

Note - | did an Author Interview with Robyn Y oung on my Blog in late May 2013. To read the interview
please go here; http://ancientandmedievalmayhem.blogs...
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Nate says

Ugh, | don't know what happened with this one. All of the stuff | like seemed to be in store for me; | love
British middle ages stuff and this always seemed like a compelling period in time. Still, | just found myself
making painfully slow progress with this book and after about three hundred pages | gave up. The author can
certainly write and is great at conjuring vivid images. She also clearly knows the people and events of this
period pretty thoroughly. | guess my main problem was that none of the characters really stood out for me,
after so many pages | just couldn't find the will to keep reading and find out what happens to them. Not
helping matters was the "ancient relic hunt/prophecy” storyline the book seemed to be heading towards. | just
was not in the mood for that, although | generally can enjoy that kind of stuff. It's weird, because | went kind
of back and forth initially between enjoying the story and experiencing these periods where | just reading the
words and not really ingesting them. Unfortunately however, these periods became more frequent and | just
stalled out. | really have to stress that although | didn't finish this book | wouldn't try to turn anyone away
from it, the author unarguably knows her stuff and can write very well; | just somehow didn't mesh with this
one.

Sanne says

Insurrection is the romping start of the epic life story of Robert the Bruce. The story is high pace and told
with passion and eye for detail. | wasimmediately drawn into this retelling of the eventful life of the Bruce,
after it won my heart in the prologue. I'm such a sap for medieval knighthood and here was a wonderful
scene of a 13th century tournament to start me off. The rest of the book did not disappoint either. Full of
political intrigue, military campaigns and wonderful battle scenes alternated with tales of magic, Arthurian
myth and a mysterious knightly order... | especially like Young'sinclusion of (parts of) the Arthurian myth. |
thought it added an extra dimension to the story.

Young is amaster in writing about the complex political and military events of late medieval Britain. She
manages to captureit al, clearly, making it easy to grasp even for those not familiar with this period of
history, without simplifying the events beyong recognition. The action scenes were very well written and |
found myself on the edge of my seat when reading them. Y et other parts of the story felt underdevel oped. |
was disappointed with the glossing over of (view spoiler).

Another aspect of the story that could have been devel oped better was the character of Robert in the first half
of the novel. There's alot happening to Robert in his youth, and the people around him steer him in certain
directions. Yet | had no idea what Robert wanted. | missed a sense of urgency in him, or an inner drive that
made him do what he did in the first half of the novel. That's the reason that in the first half of the novd, |
liked king Edward awhole lot more. He had a clear goal and drive to get what he wanted. In the second half,
Rabert is presented a dilemma: (view spailer) | thought that dilemma was worked out nicely, with agood
built-up and dramatic resolution. | felt the story pick up pace, and the character of Robert became more
interesting as he was forced to start making choices himself.

THE WRITING

| like Young's style. She's very descriptive, at times flowery, with loads of detail of medieval life. However,
there were instances where it didn't work as at times her descriptions get away from her. For example: "He
could see ladders being carried by lines of men and the weapons in their raised fists weren't swords or spears,
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but axes, hammers and picks, asif they were amad horde of labourers rushing in to start aday's work." (p.
243)

The image conjured up by that description is quite funny, but probably not the feeling she was going for
when describing the enemy storming the castle.

Futhermore, forgetting at times that descriptions are used to evoke images, and are not to be used for
description's sake only, some descriptors are turned into empty phrases by their repeated use. All medieval
halls are "cavernous' and oodles of things are "garish in the sunlight". Red wineis "scarlet", "ruby-red" or
(my favorite) "plum-dark”. Why can't red wine be just red?

Though most of the time, her writing evokes the period very well, and is able to grip the reader. | spend a
few nights staying up late, unable to put the book down before going to sleep. I'm on the look out for the
other books in this series, and might check out her Templar series as well.

Kost Assays

Insurrection aTt? Robyn Y oung!

M?Ahiotal Na Eekiv?ow AyovTag 2Tl u2xpt To /3 tou BIBA?0L dev 2€Epa TI CUOVEL N AN
"Insurrection”. AKZU0 KAl T?p00 2XW IO GUYKEXVVN VVOoLa OTO HUOA? ou. ALT? TBa VEIC 2Tav
AloB?Celg PIBA?0 oTa aYWAIK? KAl 2XEIC AYWAOAYYAIK? AEEIK?. MO TO TO? KAl N TOUTKA OV
PAEITE.

To Insurrection, AoITtv, €val To TP?10 PBIPA?0 TNG OPAVUUNG TPIAOY?0 ¢ TN Robyn Young (vat, evail
BNAUKO? yAV0UuCg N CUYYPAE?0C), TO OTID?0 TPAYUATEZETAL TNV LOTOP?0 Tou Robert the Bruce (tov 6ou
?K?U T?1010 VO . BA?TEIC, 7TV TNE L2D0C T?TE VO dVOUV Ol ELYEVE?C OTOLC TIPWTOT 2TOKOUG
YIOUG TOUG TO 2010 VO E Twv 182wV, T?pa, 2roTe CLUUPE?, eval aTA? aoTe?0. Kal KaB?Aou
€Lyev?¢. M2ue TPaK?tw!), TNV 10ToP?0 TOL Robert the Bruce, AOITTV. TOL WWOTO?, T?A0C TTVTWV.
2001 ?X0ouv ako?0€l To Tunes Of War twv Grave Digger, 6a tov §?pouv.

To BIBA?0 EeKIV? AT? TNV TIHAIK? NALK?0 TOL Robert Kol a1y? oly? gB?VEl OTIC TIP?TEC TOV
TEPITI?TEIEC, Ol OTID7EC B T 2E0VV KABOPIOTIK? P7A0 OTNV VOPWa? TOV. M?2XEC, VTPIYKA, TIPOS0C 20
OTNV TPOJ0C?d, {NTZUATA TIL?G, GEOVOAPXIOU?G ENVAL HEPIK?C ATI? TIC VVOIEC TIOU KUPLOPXO?V OTO
BiBA?0. H cuyypa@?2a¢ KATA@?PVEL JIE ETITUX 20 VA LOG EVTEEl OTNV ETIOX? TG ELp?rm ¢ Tou 130v
a1va, ?rmou o Meoa2wvag EVal OTa TiO OKOTEIV? TOU ONUE?].

ZT0 BETIK? TOU BIBA?0L CLUYKOATAAETOI CYOLUPA N ATU?0@UIPA, O POUAVTIOU?E TIOU ATIOTV €L,
KaB7?¢ Kal N ouveXuevn a?c0naon avao@?Aclac. O ?pweg {0UV 0€ VAV K?0U0 UNVIUA G TIPAEUO,
OK?UN Kol KaBnUePIV?. ETITA?0V, N GLYYPAP?UC ETITUYX VEL VA OKIOYPO@?0€El TOLC X0 PAKT?PEC,
XWP?C, 7UWC, VO TO KVEL QaVEP?. EV? £2XA TIPOXWP?0EL OPKET? TO BIBA?0, EAQVIK?
OULVELIONTOTIOMNOA 2Tl OV 2Xw Al B?0€l TEPIYPOAQP? TOL ?pW? UAC, OE 2,TI 0QPOP? TOV ECWIEPIK? TOU
K?00 KOl TO XOPOKT?pO TOU, 2Twg ETT?20NE TO 7010 CLUVZBAIVE KAl Y10 TA L?AN TNG OLKOYEVE?U G KAl
TWV @7AWV TOU, Ol OTID?01 €I OEVTEPEOVTEC XA PAKT?PEC TOL BIBA?0L. Map?Aa auT?, Viwba 2t
Zepa 10 Robert pvo Katl PAV0 H?20a am? TI¢ TP?EEIC TOU, TIC OKAPEIC TOU KAl TOUC dIOTAYUO?C TOU.
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wa apvntik? evr?rnoal val MoAA?¢ @op?¢n K. Young EEKIVO?0€E TO V20 KEQP?AUI0 XWP?C VA LG

TANPOPOP?0El 2T1 2XOUE OAAZEEL ETIOX?! MTIOPE? VA £2XOV TEPZOEL KU KOl VA ? 070 XpVIA Kal
EEKIVO?0€ TO KEQY?AOI0 00 VA HOC TEPI YPOQE OTIA? TA YEYOV 2T TNC ETTPUEVNC UZpac! KaA? eval va
TO KVEIG A ? 870 pop?¢, YIAT? O TH VEI ATPOETO?UNCTO, OAA? ATT? VA ONE?0 KAl HET? KOUPPLEL!

To ouVIOT? AVETIQPAOKTA a€ 200V¢ B7A0ULV VA BOLT?E0LV OTNV NTPIYKO TOL Meoa2wva Kal O€
?A0UC TOUCG P?AOUC TWV IOTOPLKA HLBIoTOPNU?TWY. To BIBA?0 ?2XEl apKET? dp?0m, 2XI 1dla?tepa
TOAA?C U?XEC, APKET?C, 2UWG, OAA? TO UYEB?C TOL ENAI OXETIK? UEY?PAO, K?TI TO OTID?0 UTIOPE? VA
Koup?0el. MPOCWIIK?, 2TV 2APTACA GTNV TEAELTA 20 GEA?DA, AUOUV 2TOILOC VO CLVEX?0W UE TO
ETTAUEVO TNC OEIP?C, OAA? E2TTU VA KV W TP?TO VO SIOAEIUUATXI...

Y.I".: 70N pm?xAa, pe Tid? pouv, 1o Meaa2wvall!!l M2on!!!
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