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Napalm & Silly Putty George Carlin

| THINK | AM, THEREFORE | AM. | THINK.

In Napalm & Silly Putty, George Carlin, the thinking person’'s comic, offers a hilarious new collection of
razor-sharp observations on God, language, death, pets, driving, food, sports, airplanes, advertising, news,
busi nessmen, and much, much more!

* Just when | discovered the meaning of life, they changed it.

* |f people climb Mt. Everest because it's hard to do, why do they go up on the easy side?
* With alittle effort, oxen can be trained to genuflect and whistle softly in the moonlight.
* How can it be a spy satellite if they announce on TV that its a spy satellite?

* |f people stand in a circle long enough, they will eventually begin to dance.

* Guys don't seem to be called "Lefty" anymore.

* No one quite knows what's next, but everybody doesit.

* | think it would be great if you could make a guy's head explode just by staring at him.

* Am | the only one who's noticed that the Lone Ranger and Tonto never got their laundry
done?

You'll learn what Carlin thinks of saving the planet, his suggestion for revamping the prison system, and why
he praysto Joe Pesci. Add to the mix "The Ten Most Embarrassing Songs of All Time," "The 20th Century
Hostility Scoreboard,” and "People | Can Do Without," and you have an irresistible assortment of quips,
probes, thrusts, and verbal ordeals that are as smart as they are infectiously funny.
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From Reader Review Napalm & Silly Putty for online ebook

HeavyReader says

(I need a shelf called "not really funny.")

I laughed exactly twice while reading this book. And | don’t think | giggled, snickered, or chuckled even
once. | might have smirked a couple of times, but mostly | was not amused.

I’m pretty sure some of these same pieces were in When Will Jesus Bring the Porkchops?, which | skimmed
through pretty thoroughly again recently. If I'mright, | think that’s cheating. No one should put the same
schtick in more than one book. | know certain authors of fiction use the same plot devicesin novel after
novel, but | think that’s cheating too.

Was George Carlin redlly a crabby, grumpy, angry guy, or was that just his comedy persona? He sure comes
across as a curmudgeon here.

| did not read every word in this book. The sports jokes bored me, and the rape jokes disgusted me, so |
skipped those. But | did go from cover to cover, reading the parts that | found at least mildly amusing. | did
enjoy “Interview with Jesus’ (“1 even used acupressure. That's how | cured most of the blind people,
acupressure.”) and the sections called “ Short Takes” sprinkled throughout the book. (I think Carlinisbest in
one to two sentences at atime.)

I only had this book around because | got it off BookMooch to giveto afriend. | don't really know why |
bothered since my friend doesn’'t read, but what the hell, it's the thought that counts, right?

Michael Benavidez says

warning: thisreview 1S biased. | will admit that outright. | love Carlin. | love his comedy, his outlook on
humanity. Cruel, hateful, but funny and honest, and always on a dight positive side no matter how dark.

So this books is arambling. this book is random, scribbles, smart points mixed with eh points. They are
funny. Hilarious. only, not all of them. Some. Most.

The sad thing is, having read this after his death, and seen most of his stand-up. A lot of these jokes arein the
stand-up so they're repeated just not in Netflix or DVD format. which is how thisis biased. | should giveit a
three, for the 50/50 jokes, the already heard/read jokes. But | love hiswork too much to do that. so it shall
stand at 4stars. G

Will Johnson says

I'm alatecomer to Carlin but, like most great artists, sometimes you don't appreciate something until it is
gone.

This bathroom friendly book was great for short spurts as | read other, denser things when | had my little
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time. This book should be finished in aday if you are reading it normal but, if at four or five pages at atime,
itisstill worthy and fun asit represents years or decades of short takes Carlin has presented before in
concert.

That said, it isthe perfect book when getting INTO Carlin because you haven't heard al of his stuff yet.
After watching some of his specias, | readlized heis putting his best stuff in the book so people who are
ALREADY INTO Carlin might not appreciate reading what they've already watched or heard.

Truly agenius, Carlin, whether on the page, in the iPod or in the concert hall, is worthy wherever and
whenever.

Epider maS says

Wiecie, jaka by?atypowa reakcja moich zngjomych nawie?? o tym, ?e czytam ,Napalm i ?elki”?
- Jeszcze raz - co czytasz?

- ,Napam i ?elki” Carlina

- Tojest tytu??

- Tak.

- Fajny, Pmieszny... O czymto?

Now?a?nie. ,,O czym to”? Sam Carlin we wprowadzeniu do ksi?2ki wyja?nia, ?e to zdumiewaj ?ce, i?
cz?owiek jest w stanie wynale?? dwa tak odmienne produkty, jakim s? napalm i ?elki. Przywodz? mu na
my? dwoist? natur? ludzk?, ajednocze™ie wietnie charakteryzuj? jego przemy?enia. Nie sposdb si?z nim
nie zgodzi?. Carlin to zdarzenie dwéch si?: dociekliwo?ci i spostrzegawczo?ci ma?ego dziecka ze
zgryAiwo?ci? stetrycza?ego starca. Z tej wybuchowej mieszanki rodz? si? niesamowite, czasem oburzaj ?ce
twory.

Ten, kto widzia? przynagjmnigj jeden stand-up Carlina, ju? pewnie wie, czego mo?na si? spodziewa? po
ksi??ce. Autor jedzie po wszystkim i po wszystkich. Obrywa si? nie tylko rodzicom ma?ych dzieci, ale te?
zagorza?ym feministkomi... golfistom. :) Autor nie boi si? ?artowa? z religii czy osdb chorych naraka.
Niektdre przemyeniawydaj? si? by? cazkiem trafne (,, Hegj, dlaczego janato wcze?igj nie wpad?am?
Przecie? to faktycznie zastanawiaj ?ce”). Inne znéw s? tak niesmaczne, ?7e ci??ko uwierzy? w to, i? autor
naprawd? tak my?a?. Kto wie, mo?e Carlin, pisz?c ksi??k?, chcia? po prostu pu?ci? oczko do odbiorcy? A
mo?e prowokowa? ro?ne 2rodowiska do dyskusji? Ka?da z tych mo?2iwo?ci wydaje si? by? prawdopodobna.
Musz? jednak przyzna?, ?e przemy?enia autora s? po prostu b?yskotliwe. Czasem chore i obrzydliwe,
niekiedy nadmiernie upraszczaj ?ce rzeczywisto??, niemal zawsze — bezwzgl ?dne. Komik uj?? jednak to, co
mia? do przekazania, w takie s?owa, ?e ci??ko jest przerwa? lektur? ksi??ki. Mo?e to czysty masochizm z
moj€g strony, amo?e ukryty podziw, ?e kto? we wspd?czesnym Awiecie by? natyle odwa?ny, ?eby
wyg?asza? tak skrajne pogl?dy. Nie wiem. Tak czy siak — podczas czytania,,Napalmu i ?elek” g?o7no
?mia?am si? w migjscach publicznych, nigjednokrotnie wzdryga?am si? z oburzenia, a od czasu do czasu
zaszokowana strzela?am karpia. Misz-masz emocji. | wiecie co? Podoba?o mi si?to.

Na szczegoIn? uwag?w ,Napalmiei ?elkach” zas?uguj? tzw. ,,Krétkie zwarcia’ (rozdzia?y, w ktorych
komik zawar? lu?ne, niepowi?zane ze sob? spostrze?enia) oraz ,, Wiadomo?ci w po?udnie” (krétkie newsy
przypomingj ?ce te z programéw informacyjnych). Mnie najbardziej spodoba?y si?:

1) , Kiedy kto? zapyta was 0 godzin?, spdjrzcie na zegarek i odpowiedzcie: ‘ Jest szOsta pitna?cie albo pies
Pluto dosta? wzwodu' . Gwarantuj ?, ?e nast?pnym razem b?d? zawraca? g?ow? komu? innemu.”

2) ,Ma?y ubaw: wejd? do zak?adu fotograficznego i zapytaj, czy mo?esz kupi? zdj?ciainnych ludzi z
wystawy. Powiedz: ‘lle zat? par? grubaskow? . Zar?czam, ?e b?d? wam si? d?ugo przygl ?da?. Mo?e nawet
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cofn? si? o kilka krokéw.”

3) ,W7?adze informuj?, ?e kompletnie niezrownowa?ony nauczyciel geografii zabi? z pistoletu sze?? osob,
ktére nie potrafi?y wskaza? na mapie stolicy Szkocji. M ??czyzna wci?? pozostaje ha wolho?ci, dlatego
policja przypomina, ?e stolic? Szkocji jest Edynburg”.

Na koniec pozwol? sobie cofn?? si? do kilku pierwszych stron ,,Napalmu i ?elek”. W podzi ?kowaniach autor
pisze: ,, Dzi?kuj? rownie? znajomym z dzieci ?stwa z 123rd Street i Amsterdam Avenue, ktérzy naulicy i
korytarzach wys?uchiwali monologéw trzynastolatkai czasami wprawiali mnie w stan b?ogiej radoci,
mowi?c: ,, Georgie, ty to masz nie?e nawalone w g?owie!”. Po lekturze ksi??ki mog? powiedzie? tylko
jedno: faktycznie, mia?. | jak ngjbardzigj jest to komplement. :)

Abbe says

Amazon.com Review

Standup comic George Carlin follows up his dark-horse smash bestseller __ with another compendium of
cranky meditations, cinching his reputation as the Andy Rooney of boomer hepcats. "Road rage, air rage,”
Carlinrails. "Why should | be forced to divide my rage into separate categories? To me, it'sjust one big, all-
around, everyday rage. | don't havetime for fine distinctions.” Carlin is not into the lengthy essay--he'sa
sprinter of the mind. Most sentences in the book could be lifted out to stand alone and provoke deep thought:
"How can it be a spy satellite if they announce on television that it's a spy satellite?' Good question. "Why
do they bother saying 'Raw sewage'? Do some people cook that stuff?' Y uck, but yes, Carlin's got a point.

He can do an extended bit too, most memorably the transcript of Jesus on atalk show plugging his new tell-
al memoir about the Trinity, Three'sa Crowd. Carlin is funny, but genuinely angry and poignant at times:
"You live 80 years and at best you get about six minutes of pure magic,” he says. Sad, but about right.

And how did Carlin get into hisline of business, "thinking up goofy s---," as he putsit? There'sacluein one
entry in this book: "As of 1995 the number of people who had lived on earth was 105,472,380,1609 ... it
means that at this point there have been almost 1 quadrillion human bowel movements and most of them
occurred before people had anything to read. These are the kind of thoughts that kept me from moving
quickly up the corporate ladder.”

Thank god Carlin stayed low on the corporate food chain and high on his own utterly idiosyncratic ideas! --
Tim Appelo

From Publishers Weekly

Politically incorrect comic and Grammy winner Carlin has shown no signs of burnout during a four-decade
career arc as solo stand-up, TV writer and sitcom actor (That Girl; The George Carlin Show), with 18 hit
recordings and 10 solo HBO specials, plus film roles (Dogma; The Prince of Tides). Livingin L.A. and
Vegas, he continues to take his act to stages across the country. Four years ago, Carlin's huge fan following
kept his Brain Droppings on the New Y ork Times bestseller list for 40 weeks, so it's no surprise he's back for
another round of acrid and oblique observations on modern mores. He covers a wide range of issues from
rape and religion to the homeless: "There's no war on homelessness... it's because there's no money iniit."
And any topic isfair game: abortion, airport security, cars, funerals, language, organ donors, sports,
technology, TV and war. On the latter, he says, "Men, insecure about the size of their penises, choose to kill
one another.” Over 100 scintillating short pieces are interrupted by loony lists and hundreds of clever one-
liners. The fragmented format and colloquia style of writing suggest that much of this laugh-out-loud book
isdrawn directly from Carlin's stage act. Several satires here ("A day in the life of Henry VIII," anine-page
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interview with Jesus, an avant-garde play program) indicate a different direction Carlin might consider for
future books. (May 1)Forecast: HighBridge's abridged audiocassette and CD might lead some to peruse the
book, which splashes in the wake of a massive Carlin retrospective ("From Class Clown to Socia Critic")
two months ago at the Museum of Television & Radio (N.Y./L.A.). With a 10-city author tour and national
publicity, sales could equal those of Brain Droppings (700,000 copies).

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Michael Kress says

| was alittle disappointed with George Carlin's first book, Brain Droppings, but Napalm & Silly Putty was a
lot better. | felt like most of the material in Brain Droppings was petty and not that funny, and | was looking
for that subversive commentary on society that Carlin's stand-up comedy was so famous for. Brain
Droppings was first published in 1997, and | fedl like this might have been alow-point in his career, when
the material he was putting out was just not that amazing. But Carlin got more angry and bitter as he got
older, and it showed in hiswork. Napalm & Silly Putty came out at the start of 2001, four years after Brain
Droppings, and it's a good example of this trend. The book starts off with some petty stuff kind of like most
of the material in Brain Droppings, but later it getsinto the political commentary | was craving. Thetitle
really saysit all. Lifeisbrutal like napalm, but Carlin's philosophy was to sit back and laugh at all the idiots
the same way you do with silly putty. We're al going to die, and the human race will go extinct because of
war or climate change. There's no reason to be optimistic, but you have to laugh. | wonder what Carlin would
have to say about current events. It probably turned out just as he thought it would.

Menglong Youk says

It still amazes me how George Carlin could use our everyday activities and manipulate them into humorous
and Intriguing concepts. Sure, his language is offensive to some people, and despite not using this kind of
language myself, | still couldn't help, but to find his writing entertaining

Dan says

One of my fave comedians and | wish | would have liked this more but honestly, | found some of the jokes to
be corny and just not something | would have included in this book. It seems alot of thiswas just filler to
make up enough pages....itiswhat it is.

Chrissays

In honor of Carlin's unfortunate passing from this world to the next, | thought that | would spend sometime
involved in personal reflection and active remembrance by perusing one of his humor encapsulation
modules. it's full of brief comedic text-forms and small humorous thought units which will undoubtedly
bring a day's diversion to anyone who... who...
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Aw, f*ck it. Read his goddamn book and laugh, you m*therf* ckers. He was a dirty, foul-mouthed son of a
bitch, but he said what he thought and never gave a damn what other people thought of him. That
c*cks*cker's al right in my book. He knew the true nature of humanity - we are such evil, vicious bastards
that we would invent something as destructive and painful as napalm, but at the same time we can create
something whose sole purpose is to bring whimsy into our lives - silly putty. Carlin knew that humans were
impossible to categorize as "good" or "evil" and he let us know that as loudly as possible.

We're gonna miss you, ya grouchy pr*ck.

Paul Pessolano says

“Napalm & Silly Putty” by George Carlin, published by Hyperion.

Category — Comedy Publication Date - April 24, 2001

The first thing one must do before reading this book is to make sure they know who George Carlinisand
know his approach to comedy and life. If not, one could be in for arude awakening. Carlin is known for
being outspoken on very controversial subject, least of which isreligion. One must also be aware that Carlin
uses language that can be very offensive to many people.

Some of hisless offensive remarks are:

| tried to give up heroin, but my effortswere al in vein.

You rarely run into adamsel anymore.

Most people don’'t know what they’ re doing, and alot of them are really good at it.

| can never decide if “what’s-his-name” should be capitalized.

There are many more musings like thisin the book, many touching on subjects like death, abortion, war, and
sexuality. If you like comedy and don’t mind stuff that’s off the wall George Carlinis your kind of comic. |

must admit that | much prefer his live concerts than his books, although alot of the materials for his books
come from his concerts.

Steve says

I knew what | was getting when | started this book -- one of the many books written by the late George
Carlin. | expected the rants, the obscenities, the criticism and the insight of this comedic icon of the latter
20th century. Y ou had histypical Carlin comments about government, politics, sex, drugs, music, sports,
religion -- typical in that in the anti-establishment world of George Carlin, no subject wasimmuneto his
thinking and he made you think about the day-to-day events impacting these subjects from a
humorous/cynical perspective.

Again, what made Carlin so funny was his presence on stage and his rapid fire delivery about his perception
of the world. Attending a George Carlin concert was an adventure in humor that got people to think about
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their fellow human and rampant absurdities that impact our lives. Sure, you can watch avideo, but Carlin
was at his best in alive auditorium.

As good as he was, his series of books don't capture the same magic as his live performances. Frankly, al
but his final book leave the impression that Carlin was a man bitter at the world, lashing out at everything he
critique. | suppose a new reader curious of the Carlin mystique would appreciate the printed cynicism that
made Carlin great on stage, but this book and otherslike it really don't reflect the true genius that Carlin
exhibited as atouring humorist.

Jeanette " Astute Crabbist” says

If you're easily offended, you won't like this. | happen to like George Carlin and hisirreverence and
fearlessness. He doesn't care if he offends people, which is actually refreshing. Of course, he includes hisfair
share of silly boy humor, such as bodily function jokes, but that's just what boys do. Parts of this book are
realy funny.

fortuna.spinning says

“If it’ strue that our speciesis aonein the universe, then I’d have to say the universe aimed rather low and
settled for very little.”

More mundane chores, more Carlin to get me through! | particularly love - and support - hisreligion rant.
#reread

Josh C. says

To clarify, thisis the second book included in my larger 900-page book (An Orgy Of George: 3x The Carlin)
and so based on our discussion, | have decided to review each text included in the book separately.

| selected this book because | like George Carlin and | assumed that his written works would easily rival his
stand up performances, so with that in mind, | began to read all of his books. | have always liked his comedy
and always thought that he was more of awriter than a performer, with each bit having unique and
descriptive language, rehearsed extensively. Thinking that | should read what | actually enjoy, | picked up
this book, the second of the 4 | will be reading by Carlin this year.

The subject of this book, similar to his other works, is mainly focused on daily grievances faced by Carlin
and recorded down with commentary on each. But it is broader as he often goes into small problems he has
with people, anyone who pays for purchases of less than $4 with a credit card, or much larger issues, his
irritation towards men for playing the pivotal role in every bad historical event, for example. | did fed,
however, that this book focused more on language, like why certain phrases are used, why Americans
changed words to make them sound better than they are, and this was incredibly interesting to me. Having
been alive only 15 years, | had not seen these changes occur, but slowly people made the language more
sensitive to make what they do sound better than it is.

Most of this book worked incredibly well. Long sections, short takes, lists, this book contained very varied
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reading, with not all of it being in asimple paragraph format. | really enjoyed reading it in this format
because | did not always have to read for 30 minutes to ascertain some kind of detail that would resolve the
story and | could put the book down. Instead, | could read for the 10 minutes at the beginning of class and
read 10 sections, al varying in length, and put it down without leaving on some kind of cliffhanger. Content
in this book, as with most of Carlin'swork, was very original and something | had never seen before.
Possibly my favorite aspect is his ability to say something obscene not because he actually thought it, but
because he so valued free speech.

Asfar aswhat could have been better about this book, while | understand most of it was just jokes, it was
hard to read without being offended. Most of his complaints and grievances are aimed specifically at people
and the odds of reading it without you at some point being the antagonist are low. Considering that, | would
not recommend this book to people who are easily offended, especially people offended by strong language.
It was not always the smoothest read, with some of what he said being something that directly contradicts
what | believe. He takes a very holier-than-thou attitude to many issues, some of which | think simply
leaving people behind like that would hurt more than help.

Cheralyn says

Another fantastic book by Carlin. My particular favorite from this one is the bit about airplanes. Just
fantastic. | was laughing so hard that | couldn't breathe!

C.C. Thomas says

While | have watched and listened to the great comic, I've never actually read one of his books before.
Shame on me! | absolutely laughed my butt off (not literally or this book could also go in the self-help
section **okay | tried some humor in memoriam). This book is laugh-out-loud, hold-your-side kind of
funny. There were so many times | simply handed the book to the person next to me and said, "Y ou have to
read this! Now! Stop what you're doing and read it now so | can turn the page and keep reading!" He's
definitely raunchy and rude so if you're easily offended, Carlin isn't for you.

I wish | could give a brief synopsis of content but it's just so random and stream of consciousness. If you like
Carlin, you'll understand that. True, some of the book and humor is a bit dated today because it was
published so long ago and some technology is changing at the speed of light, but that just makesit all the
funnier. My favorite part was the airport section where everything is misnamed and how crazy the whole
airline experienceis. "They mention that it's a nonstop flight. Well, | must say | don't care for that sort of
thing. Call me old-fashioned but | insist that my flight stop. Preferably at an airport.” | can only imagine if
Carlin could see airports now. Section after section just reads like a rolling comedy routine.

Now, | can't wait to read his other books!

Konstantina_pap says

Read full review at: Review: Napalm & Silly Putty by George Carlin, the comedy legend
http://thereadingarmchair.blogspot.gr...
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George Carlin was alegendary comedian. Even before | started getting into stand-up comedy, which was
actually pretty recently, | was aware of him. So when | started reading this book | was curious to find out
what it would be like. Would his writing style be similar to the way he talked in his lives? Would his jokes
be equally funny when they were written down and not performed? These were afew of my questions and |
was delighted to find out the result.

Carlinin Napalm & Silly Putty had agreat variety of themes that he explored, many of them very typical of
him, like the government, religion and death. The chapters didn't have athematical connection most of the
times but throughout the book there were several chapters with Short Takes and The Evening News. From
these, Short Takes were my absolute favourite ones that included short jokes, many times one-line long.

The writing style was unique. It resembled the way that Carlin talked, so almost all of the time | imagined
him talking. Maybe | should try listening to the audio version of the book. But reading the jokes didn't take
any of my enjoyment away, | was constantly laughing out loud. Besides, Carlin had this very characteristic
way of expressing himself and he maintained it asit was, with all the profanities and the satirical comments.

Elizabeth says

Funny, but he comes across better when performing in front of an audience.

Katie says

I needed something to cleanse my palate after two novels set during the Holocaust. This did the trick.

While George Carlin is eminently funny, | noticed the same problem with this book as| did with Stephen
Colbert's book. That is, comedians who make their success by playing off alive audience do not translate
well to the static written word. The whole point of a comedy routine is to interact with others, soliciting
reactions and feeding off of them. Listening to Carlin read his book was the same as listening to Colbert read
his: it sounded like aguy trying to be funny in an empty room. It sounded alittle pathetic. Also, if you know
Carlin's live stuff, then you will notice adistict reduction in energy level, timing, and punch as he simply
reads into a microphone. There's alittle bit there, but it's just not the same as his hilarious live performances.

Still, the guy's an absoluteriot. Y ou can't go wrong with Carlin.

Kevin McAllister says

I've been afan of George Carlin for the longest time and have watched his skits countlesstimes. | wasin
need of abit of alaugh and decided to give one of his books atry. Sadly, just not the same. Even though,
interestingly enough,some passages were identical to skits I've seen, just wasn't the same. They say comedy
isall in the delivery and without George's voice and mannerisms, it just didn't find it as amusing. Although |
will admit to laughing out loud and drawing some stares during my commutes to and from work. What did
surprise me about this book was that | found myself, on a number of occasions, actually offended. When
watching a skit, | know George is putting on a show and doesn't actually mean lots of the things he says. But
when you actually see some of these hateful words on the printed page, they are quite jarring. Just goes to
demonstrate the power of the printed word. Perhaps that was what George was shooting for. Miss you
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George.
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