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Thiswonderful book usesthe classical and Charlotte Mason methodology to give elementary school students
an introduction to our solar system and the universe that containsit. Narration and notebooking are used to
encourage critical thinking, logical ordering, retention, and record keeping. Each lesson in the book is
organized with a narrative, some notebook work, an activity, and a project. The activities and projects use
easy-to-find household items and truly make the lessons come alivel They include making a solar eclipse,
making craters like those found on Mercury, simulating the use of radar to determine hidden landscape,
keeping track of the phases of the moon, making a telescope, making fog, and making an astrometer to
measure the brightness of a star. Although designed to be read by the parent to elementary students of
various grade levels, it is possible for students with a 4th-grade reading level to read this book on their own.
Grades K-6.
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Heather says

We picked this up, then put it down, then picked it up again, and put it down. | kept hoping | could find
something | liked better and | never did so we just went with this. Overall it was a good, thorough study of
astronomy, if alittle dated. But astronomy changes all the time so any book will be dated.

The photog/illustrations are fantastic. It iswell organized and fairly interesting to read aloud. It does a good
job covering pretty much everything you'd want to cover in elementary astronomy.

| do have a problem with the "chattiness' of the series, but this one was much less annoying that the Flying
Creatures book. Some of the experiments were just too involved for my energy level or abilities. We skipped
alot of them and did others we found elsewhere. While | appreciate the Christian viewpoint of Fulbright's
writing, | prefer to teach religion to my children. | skipped over al the "Christian" sections and discussed our
own religious beliefs.

WEe'll hang onto this book for future study, but | will also keep looking for the perfect astronomy book/books.

Clare says

Excellent book, definitely the best science book (and possibly "subject"/textbook) that we've read together
for "school". | like the series as awhole and we've gone through a few now (land creatures, sea creatures,
human anatomy) but thisis my favourite in terms of interest and level of information. The chapters were
shorter too which made it easier to read. We read it with a couple of other families and met up each week to
discuss/do experiments which added to our enjoyment of the book.

Toryn says

avery educational book!

Alice says

Thisisone of my children's favorite studies. We have done it twice in our homeschool ,and really enjoyed the
text, the projects, and notebooking. My kids were outside at night with their binoculars staring into space
looking for meteors, spotting constellations, or just gazing at the stars. During the days, they made a pinhole
sunspot viewer, made a newspaper for one chapter, poems for another, short stories about being on Mars, and
drew dozens of pictures, and many other projects. They liked to talk about the difference between revolving
and rotating and whether Pluto was a planet. My son remembered alot from the first time he studied it 4
years ago (although he'd been in 2nd grade), so he did extra projects and research and spent time on the
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NASA websites alot. This subject really captured their imagination. Fulbright explains advanced conceptsin
clear and easy ways, and includes many project suggestions. Thiswas our first Fulbright book, and it made
me want to get them al!

Terri says

Exploring Creation with Astronomy is an excellent text book crammed full of information and it is easy to
use. Each chapter is divided into sections that are short enough to cover in even 15 minutes. Depending on
the amount of time | had to teach science on a particular day, | could cover as many sections as | wanted and
have a good stopping point at the end of each time.

The information packed into this text book is amazing, especialy for grade school age children. It is complex
and yet my 8 and 10 year old children were able to understand it and later explain what they had learned.
Thermonuclear fusion, magnetosphere, meteoroids, asteroids and comets were some of the things that my
children were able to discussin detail even months after having learned about it from this book. There are
online sources available with this book where we were able to see more of the things mentioned in the book.
The book has alot of photos and diagrams which really help make the book useable for grade school
students.

Throughout the year each of my children kept their own notebook of notes and diagrams on each chapter. |
think that really cemented al the factsin their minds.

The one problem | had with the book was the introduction. The student in the introduction, | believein an
effort to be politically correct, kept changing gender. Initialy referred to as "he" in the next paragraph would
become a"she" and then switch back to "he". | found that distracting but thankfully it did not continuein the
chapter text.

The book is thoroughly Christian and so gives God the glory for the creation of the universe and planets and
stars and sun and moon and...

Brittney says

This book is so readable and interesting. My 11 year old and 8 year old loved it, and we all learned so much.
We went to a planetarium to celebrate finishing the book. Taught from a creationist worldview, the author
explains the evidence for a Creator found in the cosmos, and the evidence against long ages of time.

Amy Meyers says

| really loved this book for half of our science this year.

Margaret Chind says
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Originally posted on Creative Madness Mama.Ever since the very beginning of my homeschooling journey,
including the years before my first child was born | knew that | would be pursuing a teacher/book
relationship with the Apologia Exploring Creation series from Apologia Educational Ministries ~
(http://www.apologia.com/). As my oldest daughter got closer to the age where | felt she would really
comprehend the texts | found myself excited and started collecting the entire series. Last year, we started
studying Astronomy with the first edition book from Apologia. My daughter was working at her own pace
through the junior notebooking journal and her little sister was always begging to color pages too. When the
review slot for Apologia came around | jumped and begged and pleaded to be included in this review, and by
the blessing of the crew and Apologiawe were sent Exploring Creation with Astronomy, 2nd Edition in all
it'sglory!

My review can be seen in it's verbose fullness on the Cresative Madness Mama blog.
Thisreview was originally posted on Creative Madness Mama.

Rebecca Ray says

My sixth grader has never used aformal science program. We've done other subjectsin a more formal matter
off-and-on, but science has aways been alittle haphazard, and since I'm a history and literature oriented
person, sometimes | forget about science altogether. This summer, as my oldest child began deciding on
some of his pursuits for this year, | was surprised when he requested aformal science to work on. We looked
at some different things together, and then we decided to start working through books in the Apologia Y oung
Explorer Series together.

This seriesistargeted at children in grades K-6, but can easily be stretched higher with differing assignments
and extra books. In fact, | originally thought that this would be a subject all four children could do together
only to find that my Kindergartener and first grader could not hang with the material. My fourth grader
wasn't interested in anything but star gazing, so she was al so alowed to drop this science after the first
couple of units.

This book is arranged into fourteen lessons, placed in order of where the objects fit into our solar system. We
studied the sun, the planets, the moon, stars and constellations, asteroids and meteors, and space travel. We
did some of the experiments, alittle note booking and supplemented with books from the library, Y ou Tube
videos and trips to our local science museum to look at exhibits and attend lectures and planetarium shows.
Bennett and | had a great semester studying the planets and the stars and learning together. We're moving on
now to spend spring semester with their Zoology 1, Flying Creatures of the Fifth Day, and our current plan is
to use Bennett's middle school years go through the Y oung Explorers Series at the rate of one per semester
before deciding which of the Apologialab sciences to work through for high school. We're happy with
Apologia’s products.

My only quibble with this book is that the information in this book is great for sixth graders, but the tone of
the book is one that is more like something written to my first grader. Having both in the house, | tried this
book with both, and that's how | realized how off the tone was in this book. | am hoping that thisis because
the book is the first one that was written in the series and that it won't be an issue in the other books. Bennett
didn't mind it when he was reading or when | was reading to him, but it bothered me, and | don't know if |
could even find a concrete example, but it was just afeeling | had that was persistent as we worked through
the book.

We used the first edition of the book because | had it on hand aready. | had bought it during Bennett's
second grade year for us to use as science, only to quickly abandon it due to his disinterest at that point in
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formal academics. At the point when | bought it, | had thought | was a classical homeschooler, only to
realize later that | was more of a partnership educator or unschooler, and that | didn't want a classical or
formal atmosphere in our home. So, if | have another child who decides to use this book later on, | will buy
the new edition for that child so that we can have the updated science information and better graphics :-)
However, for Bennett and | to go through, this still did a great job!

Natalie says

| realy love the apologia series of science books for children. They are well written and meant to be read
aloud to kids. | often pause reading to check for understanding. We especially loved this volume about space.
The chapters were short yet provided a nice first experience into the word of astronomy.

Sara says

I thought this was an excellent science book, especialy for the home schooling family. Great information,
easy to understand, but stretched you alittle, good assignments, activities and projects.

Katie says

I love the content of this Apologiatext, but | don't like the way it is broken down into sections. | spent alot
of time making lessons plans and spacing out the workload on my own.

Elizabeth Licitra says

We loved this book. It iswritten from abelief in young earth creationist viewpoint. Which, led to some good
conversations with the kids as | don't personally agree with that ideology. We loved using this with the
notebooking journals.

Starr De graffenried says

My daughter loved this book as afirst grader. | liked how it was very in depth but simple. | did find myself
having to edit some passages that didn't line up with my beliefs, which would not have been so bad if the
author's tone were not so preachy. | knew that the book was written from the standpoint of creationism, but |
did not know that it was going to teach young earth. Other than that, | liked the format, the graphics and
some of the experiments.

M elissa says
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We used thisto supplement my son's 2nd grade science. Can be used for awide range of grades as the olders
will understand the more complicated themes. Love that it is christian perspective science!
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