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On 30th April 1945 theworld isin chaos...

American and Russian forces have linked up in the middle of Germany, but the fighting continues. The roads
of Germany are full of people — Jews who have survived concentration camps, Allied POWSs trying to get
home, and Nazis on the run. The civilian population under German control will run out of food in lessthan a
fortnight. The man whose dream of a thousand-year Reich began this nightmare isin a bunker beneath the
streets of Berlin saying his farewells. By 4pm he will be dead.

Hitler’s Last Day: Minute by Minute, is pure chronologica narrative, as seen through the eyes of those who
were there in the bunker, those fighting in the streets of Germany, and those pacing the corridors of power in
Washington, London and Moscow. It was aday of endings and beginnings when ordinary people were
placed often in extraordinary situations.

Take Sisi Wilczek, fleeing the advancing Russians with her family’ s vast fortune in a shoebox; President
Truman, weighing up using the atomic bomb that his Secretary of War calls ‘the most terrible weapon ever
known in human history’; German officer Claus Sellier, on alast mission across the country to deliver vital
documents; or Allied aircrews dropping food parcels instead of bombsto feed the starving Dutch population.

30th April 1945 was a day that millions had dreamed of, and died for ...
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Owlseyes says

(rehearsing his part)

Well, thisis not exactly the LAST DAY of Hitler, rather an hourly report of the last two days of the man and
those he was in company with. But the report includes atimely inclusion of world events, which, somehow,
relate to the great event: WWI1. So it’s a (debatable) account of those fatidic days of 28th and 29th of April
1945, inside a bunker.

Right from the start of the book, you can get an appreciation of the forces heading towards Berlin. Those
military forces are depicted in an elucidating map: the 4th and the 12th German Army heading towards the
center,...the soviets from the north and east, and the Americans closing in from the west. Berlin besieged.

Thelist of charactersis huge; it includes names from several camps: Americans, Dutch, Japanese, Russians
etc etc.

| would concentrate on those two days and the behavior of Hitler and those close to him.

On those last days he had meals only with the women in the bunker and was convinced he would never be
captured by the enemy. Eva Braun wanted a beautiful cadaver, so she thought of poison; yet Hitler deemed
his “best” way would be a“shaot in the head”. On the 29th April he was saying: “time has come Fraulein
Braun”. He had envisioned “this afternoon” [15:30 p.m.] to be the end of their lives.

The Russians then arrived. Y elena Rzhevskay, an information officer, reported what the first Russians saw
on the 2nd May in the Chancellery: bodies burned (with gasoline), and also the dead children (lying in bed)
of the Goebbels couple; both dead too.

It issaid that Stalin refused, for some time, accepting the death of the German leader. Stalin wanted a sort of
drama-trial. It circulated the story that Hitler had escaped. Only in the Potsdam Conference things got
clarified, by the account of Truman, and the (so called) corroboration of the “dental records’.

To methere are still many loose lines/ends, and you can always wonder. The corpses were discovered by
Nazi members Bormann, Heinz and Linge; one saying he “avoided” looking at the faces. One could always
raise doubts on this narrative.

It' s reported, that on the 16th of July 1945, W. Churchill visited the bunker. After witnessing the inside-
mess,...as he left, he said something like: had England lost the war that would have happened to them (the
British). Just a curiosity | got to know on Churchill: he would like to work in bed.

The book has a quite detailed context, as | said, of other significant parallel happenings worldwide: in Burma
(“thejaps are gone"), in Amsterdam, in America...., even Richard Strauss playing somewhere, ....which
give more meaning to that central story: Hitler’sfinal days. Hisfina days but also the crumbling of his
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project ...and, regrettably, of awhole nation.

He played his part. Regrettably, to this day, things did not end, regarding Hitler’ s ideology. Still, there are
many today wondering about his whereabouts.

For those who want to know more, thisis a fine documentary: The day Hitler died
https://m.youtube.com/watch?vy=M 86Jwv4...

For aternative narratives, check this one: Hitler's escape to Argentinawhere he lived until 1962. [His two
daughters joined him there....; so, "death in a bunker” is afiction]
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=IrMupQX...

The work of Noam Shalev deserves al attention: http://tst.greyfalcon.us/bizarre.htm

Check also the books by Harry Cooper.

Harry Cooper’ s search has been for long, with severa tripsto Argentina. He claims having been in places
(namely in Bariloche and Cordoba) where Hitler lived. People there (Cordoba) were familiar with the facts,
also about other Nazis like Eichmann, and Mengele ..., having been there too.

But the approach of Cooper and others put the whol e story into a new perspective/frame. It implies a deal
between the Americans and the Nazis: German technology (which the Americans didn’t want to fall into
Russian hands) for hel ping thousands of Nazis getting into South America.

Some testify having seen a“ (drugged) Hitler forcibly moved from the bunker” .

Etc, etc.

Henry Ford may have had some reason when affirming “History is bunk”.

Right, the official (Hi)story.

Ah, 20 facts you may not know about Adolf Hitler, like Ghandi writing aletter to Hitler,.....ENJOY'!
http://bestpi cturebl og.com/20-facts-y...

UPDATES:
"Hitler 'did NOT' diein WW2 - he fled to South America and died an old man, says author" in:

http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/6...

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry...?

Tgsays

Fascinating book with detailed information
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Marius L ouw says

| loved this book. A real page-turner. An immense amount of research must have gone into this project.
Exactly the kind of thing I like to read.

FamilyOfTheDay says

| have to admit that | have had thison my TBR (To Be Read) Pile for aover year. When | first heard of this
book on the History Hit Podcast, | then luckily found it on sale that same week but due to my lack of reading
mojo at thetime it has unfortunately gathered a bit of dust whilst laying on my shelf up until now.

Even though by the cover and back of the book, | anticipated most of the content to be all about Hitler, the
reality is anything but. We do get atimeline of events of not just Hitler but all of the people down in the
bunker on that day and the build up to the Fuhrer's demise. | was not aware of much detail about this period
before starting the book and | am aware that some of the information is fairly well known, yet | found the
parts about Eva Braun and her conversations down in the bunker particularly interesting and informative.

Despite my initia draw to the book, | recognised early on that Hitler was not the main focus of the book, but
it was more so the impact of the ending of the war. The book is fast paced, yet beautifully woven, which
encapsul ates the stories of different people and all of which are given equal respect and voice. Despite the
beautiful web that the authors weave, | did though find the sheer amount of different snapshots at times
difficult to place and the book had the tendency to jump from one individual's story to another so quickly
that | needed to read back the paragraph again to understand the context of the story.

Hitler's Last Day: Minute by Minute is a book that will surprise you, like it did me. Even though the subject
of WWII can depress you and remind you of what people can do to each other, | came away feeling warmed.
Thisbook is not about Hitler but about humanity. What is refreshing in this book is the strength, equality and
importance of everyone's voice regardless of their social standing or nationality, an example of which being,
the importance and detail of a Russian teenage girl and her excitement of the US soldiers' arrival was shared
with the same amount of importance as to what was taking place in Churchill's office.

Overal avery intriguing and unexpected read..

Lu Etchellssays

Straight off, | have to say that the title of this book is very misleading. In no way is this a minute-by-minute
account of the Hitler'slast day. What it actually is an almost hourly account of the last two days, which is
absolutely fine. I'm not complaining, just, you know, keep it rea please writers.

Whilst | find history, of al ages, fascinating, | confess to really struggling to get in to the whole who did
what, when and why (and if you give me more than five German names to remember, |'m going start
forgetting who iswho). So, thisisn’t really my kind of book. | read it knowing it would be good for me to
reach for something out of my comfort zone.
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Asaresult it'shard to review, because | can't criticise it because it didn’'t appeal to me. If it’s your kind of
thing, you may feel differently; however, | doubt it.

The issue with this particular book is mainly the fact it has very little to do with Hitler. Again, from the title,
you would expect there to be far more about the last day (or even two days) in the bunker. But, no. Which
again isfine, but you do end up feeling alittle duped. There are alot of asides, storiesthat don’t really run
together, and things that make you think *huh, what’ s the point of this?’. Yes, it’simportant to get first hand
accounts and it’s great to use diary entries, but there are times | felt like stuff was just shoved in asan
attempt to say “look, we have real accounts’ but it didn’t fit with the general vibe. In fact, on more than one
occasion it got in the way of the actual flow of the other stories.

It's not abook | would heartily recommend, but if you have an interest, with little real knowledge, it could be
a decent enough place to start, and to inspire further reading.

Susan says

Although thisis described as a minute by minute description of Hitler's Last Day, in fact it is more than that.
This book takes us through the day before his suicide Sunday 29th April and the hislast day, Monday 30th
April. However, it does so not only through the perspective of those in the bunker, but aso through the
diaries, letters, memoirs of other people throughout the world — from political leaders such as Churchill,
Stalin and Harry Truman, to journalists such as Alan Whicker, prisoner’sin Burma and Europe, a mother
awaiting the return of her POW son, William Joyce (Lord Haw-Haw) and awhole cast of other characters.

The very beginning of this book is chilling indeed, where Eva Braun is having her hair done by amaid, as
her young brother in law, Hermann Fegelein, is being hastily buried above her after being executed.
Meanwhile, Adolf Hitler isdictating his, ‘ Political Testament’ to secretary Traudl Junge. He has expelled
Goring and Himmler from the party and will later marry Eva Braun. In this twisted and underground world,
the wedding rings do not fit, as they have been hastily stolen from murdered Gestapo prisoners...

Meanwhile, the bodies of Benito Mussolini and his mistress are unceremoniously dumped, after being killed
the day before. Magda Goebbels plans the murder of her six young children; Helga, Hilde, Helmut, Holde,
Hedda and Heide. British medical students are sent to Belsen, other troops are busy liberating other
concentration camps and prisoner of war camps, food supplies are dropped to the Dutch and the war in
Europe begins to conclude as Hitler plans his suicide. Thisreally is afascinating, if often difficult read.
However, amongst the horror there is humour — an aide discovers Churchill has set himself alight while
smoking in bed (the more | read about Churchill, the more | admire him), Captain Sigismund Payne-Best
outwits his German captors and saves his fellow prisoners, and others redlise that the war is finally over for
them.

It ishard to say that | enjoyed this book, because of the subject matter, athough | certainly did. The authors
have done awonderful job in re-creating this time, so that, even though you know the bare facts of what will
happen, thereisareal sense of urgency and pathos to many of the scenes. Many in the bunker are trying to
think of their own escape routes and the end of the book tells you what happened to all the characters
mentioned — including young secretary, Traudl Junge, Hitler's chauffeur, Erich Kempica and his valet, Heinz
Linge. Thisisagood reconstruction of the end of Hitler'swar, and hislife, and the detail is excellent. It
reads more like a thriller than a dry history, but the factual content is simply very well told.
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Jolanta Zobek says

Most readers are disappointed by the book'stitle. They thought it's going to be a detailed description of the

very last moments of the Devil itself. Well, neither it's focused on Hitler nor 's set in one day frame. | recon
Mayo had something more general in mind. Maybe we should understand the "Hitler's Last Day" as the end
of the world terrorized by the Nazis?

Glenio Madruga says

Répido, conciso e excelente livro introdutério sobre o assunto.

Hayley says

Whilst thetitle of this book is rather misleading, it really should be called the 'Final 48 Hours of World War
Two', thisis something | can forgive as | did thoroughly enjoy it. | was expect to read an entirely different
book and for it to be solely around Hitler's last moments, | did like the fact that | could find out more about
the events happening around the world at that time.

The book features alot of passages from people who was there at the time from memoirs and eye withess
accounts and this gave it areally nice touch to understand what everyone was feeling at the time including
the German soldiers who were stationed in Berlin at the time. Whilst | believe, everyone should have
knowledge of the monstrosities that the world saw during Hitler's rein, | would only recommend this book to
people who have a special interest in war history as parts of the book could seem rather dry but as a history
fanatic, | was thoroughly pleased with the detail that | got to read. It was also very interested to read what
happened to the people in the book after the war was over. | thought that this brought another dimension to
the book and was one of the reasons | haverated it 5 stars.

It isincredible that this book isn't highly commended on Goodreads because it is fascinating to understand
the decisions taken at the final moments. The only downfall | thought was there are German words
throughout with no trandation but again this didn't bother me too much thanks to Google Trand ate.
Definitely give this book aread if you want to find out more about the end of World War Two and don't
think it is solely about Hitler's time in the bunker!

Beata says

The book covers not only the last day of Hitler'slife but guides the reader throught years well before WW2.
A good book for those who would like to learn something about the tyrant and the mechanism behind his
dark power.

Themistocles says

Well, | confess, | quit this book nearly halfway through.
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I'm a sucker for the apocalypse daysin Berlin, and | was hoping to learn something new about the last
moments in the bunker. However, the title istotally, absolutely misleading.

To begin with it doesn't describe the last day, but mostly the last two days. But it could be forgiven for that.

What | could not forgive isthat the book is NOT about Hitler but about anything and everything the author
could think of throwing in there - from the histories and bios of persons in the bunker to stories as far away
as... Japan (seriously). In fact, probably most of the text, in italics no less, is side stories. This poses an
additional problem because the bunker narrative is constantly broken and you just can't get into the story.

Obvioudly, Mayo felt he had to do that because of the dearth of any (original) material, so he confines
himself to repeating what has been said el sewhere (and much better) with a healthy dressing of page filler

passages.

If you're serious about your history, stay away. Otherwise, it makes for good toilet or beach reading.

Paul Hodgson says

Excellent

Gripping from start to finish. Fascinating historical record. | found it hard to put down. Y ou know the
outcome but the details of how you get there are remarkable.

Sarah says

A very in-depth and fascinating account. Felt like | was living those final hours. Amazing amount of research
has gone into this book for the end result to be asit is.

Nishanth says

This books takes us through the minute by minute incidents happened over 3 days - 29th April, 30th April
when Hitler commits suicide and the days after that. The narration includes the experiences from many
people through interviews and diary entries who are fighting the war. Americans, English, Russians,
Japanese and etc. The book also tells us the overall situation of second world war. Even though the character
list is huge, we do not feel any disconnect between the pages. The timeline of events feels seamless while
reading. One can feel the intensity of the war and its effects on millions of people by reading thisand |
cannot help but feel sorry for the victims who died in the name of war. The propaganda spread by the Nazi
Germany had fooled the German citizens and | wonder do they regret about it looking back after 75 years.
The allies of America, England and Russia did well in stopping the catastrophic regime under Hitler but the
damage had already been done. Over 6 million Jews were killed 4 years between 1941 and 1945.

When the alies inch closer hour-by-hour to capture Berlin, headquarters of Nazi government the German
officers starts to panic and depend on Hitler for the course of action to be taken. But Hitler still believed that
he can defeat the allies and when he finally realizes that Berlin has fallen, he decides to take his own life and
do not escape. The followers of Hitler who were mesmerized by his charisma also decides to stay with him
till the end and most of them commits suicide.

PDF File: Hitler's Last Day: Minute by 8
Minute...



Read and Download Ebook Hitler's Last Day: Minute by Minute...

My only complaint if | can use that word is the lack of pictures. There are 4 picturesin total which is not
justified for the sheer importance of the book.
A must read book for anyone who isinterested in history. Well recommended.

Marilyn says

Thisis more than abook about Hitler and Eva and their deaths in the bunker. There are their staffs, and the
Goebels family of course; but Mayo also dropped in what was going on in Burmaand in the Pacific Theatre
of war, the liberation of Dachau and other labour / punishment / interment camps, the initial meetingsin San
Francisco of what would become the United Nations, the diaries of war correspondents, soldiers, and the
families waiting hopefully for the end of the war and the discharge of their soldier-boys. The things that
occurred roughly at the time the Hitlers were getting married and preparing to die.

It was interesting. It was also nice of Mr. Mayo to call Eva"EvaHitler" after her marriage. After al, she had
longed to be Frau Hitler instead of being the mistressin the closet for so long. Whatever one thinks of her,
she should have that much acknowledgement from the history book writers.
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