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The Week Before the Wedding Beth Kendrick
Beth Kendrick sweeps you off your feet with a captivating tale of how even the best-laid plans can falter at
the altar.

After enduring a chaotic childhood, Emily McKellips yearns for adrama-free life, complete with awhite
picket fence. Her dreams are about to come true: She has a stellar career, a gorgeous house, and a fiancé any
woman would die for. But as friends and family arrive in picturesque Valentine, Vermont, for her wedding,
an uninvited guest shows up.

Ryan is Emily’sfirst husband from a disastrous starter marriage. They wed on awhim, only to discover that
combustible chemistry couldn’t ensure a happily ever after. But Ryan is no longer the headstrong boy she
left behind. He's now a successful film producer who just happens to be scouting aresort in Vaentine with
his adorable retriever in tow.

Asthe bridesmaids revolt and the mothers of the bride and groom do battle, Emily is surprised to discover
new sides of both her ex and her fiancé. She thought she had life and love all figured out, but the next seven
days might change her mind—and her heart.
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Linda Smatzny says

Thisisthe story of Emily McKellips who is getting married in seven days. As the days countdown sheis
having panic attacks. The man she is marrying is calm not even upset when her ex husband shows up or her
mother does something outlandish. His mother is so proper and Emily istrying so hard to be good and proper
but is that really her. The book was a quick easy read.

Lisa says

A light beach type read, alove triangle, | enjoyed the book, it was a pretty quick read for me and | will read
others by Beth Kendrick.

Beth Kendrick sweeps you off your feet with a captivating tale of how even the best-laid plans can falter at
the atar.

After enduring a chaotic childhood, Emily McKellips yearns for a drama-free life, complete with awhite
picket fence. Her dreams are about to come true: She has a stellar career, a gorgeous house, and a fiancé any
woman would die for. But as friends and family arrive in picturesque Valentine, Vermont, for her wedding,
an uninvited guest shows up.

Ryan is Emily’ s first husband from a disastrous starter marriage. They wed on awhim, only to discover that
combustible chemistry couldn’t ensure a happily ever after. But Ryan is no longer the headstrong boy she
left behind. He's now a successful film producer who just happens to be scouting aresort in Vaentine with
his adorable retriever in tow.

Asthe bridesmaids revolt and the mothers of the bride and groom do battle, Emily is surprised to discover
new sides of both her ex and her fiancé. She thought she had life and love all figured out, but the next seven
days might change her mind—and her heart
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Samantha Mar ch says

| received a copy of The Week Before the Wedding by Beth Kendrick in exchange for an honest review.

There were many details that made me fall in love with The Week Before the Wedding. | highly enjoyed that
Emily had a bit of awild-child past, how crazy her mom was, and of course —that | was reading a wedding
book! (Mineisnow LESS than four months away!) What | liked the most is that throughout the book, | had
no idea how Emily was going to end up — or who she would end up with. On one hand, | truly thought she
would stay with Grant, her fiancé, because she did seem to love him and their wedding was, well, aweek
away. They had chemistry, stability, and a happy life together. On the other hand, | thought for sure Emily
was going to throw caution to the wind and wind up with Ryan. | mean, his name was tattooed on her ring
finger! But they also had chemistry, a past, and an odd respect for one another. So who did she end up with?
| can't tell you that! But | can tell you this book has alot of heart, some seriously comical moments with the
mothers, and is a very enjoyable read!

CoffeeTimeRomance andM or e says

Emily isfinally living the picture-perfect life she has always wanted. She is a successful financia planner
with a stock portfolio and financial security. Her doting fiancé is a transplant surgeon with afamily straight
out of a Norman Rockwell painting. And the two of them are tying the knot at aromantic Lodge in Vermont
before jetting off to Bora Bora on their honeymaoon. Just when Emily is sure things are about to get better,
her past whirls onto the scene like atornado. Her irresponsible, womanizing mother and best friend/former
stepsister cannot stop poking holes in Emily’ s responsible image. They seem determined to remind her that
she used to be alot less stressed out, alot less uptight and awhole lot more fun. Then Ryan Lassiter arrives
on the scene, which forces Emily to explain the presence of her super hot ex-husband to her future in-laws.
Worse, Ryan has evolved into a successful filmmaker without losing adrop of the drive and zest for life that
has made Emily fall for him in college. She soon realizes that you can run from your past, but you cannot
hide who you really are. Although on the surface this story seems like a storyline we have all read and
enjoyed before, it has some surprising extras that make it well worth picking up. Ms. Kendrick does a
spectacular job of bringing Emily to lifein all of her flawed, over-achieving, emotional baggage toting glory.
Readers will identify with her dysfunctional upbringing in avery real way. Snappy dialog, loveable
characters and a world-class canine—what’ s not to love? Kaitlin Reviewer for Coffee Time Romance &
More - See more at: http://www.coffeetimeromance.com/Book...

Margar et says

Emily and Ryan had a whirlwind romance when they met at awild college party and they married right after
graduation. They were both impulsive risk-takers, fun-loving, and passionately in love...until 5 months after
the marriage and Emily had had it. Tired of waiting for Ryan to make it in the world of films, tired of being
the main bread-winner, tired of living in a dingy apartment of cheap second-hand furniture, tired of Ryan's
lack of house-keeping skills; Emily walked out for good.

Now ten years later Emily has her successful career in business and awonderful husband-to-bewhoisa
successful (but busy) surgeon. Everyoneis gathered together in Valentine, Vermont for the week of the
wedding and Emily is looking forward to the union and the chance to be part of a stable, close and loving
family. (Emily's own mother is a four-time married wild woman in her 50's and as flighty as they come.)
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Everything is calm and serene until o and behold, Ryan shows up as a successful film producer supposedly
doing some scouting for a future film. The calm and serenity beginsto go downhill.

The book had no surprises but the events leading to the predictable ending were fun and the characters were
just quirky enough to be loveable. If you like light, quick reads with a few laughs thrown in, you will like
this one.

Mary says

http://allaboutromance.com/book-revie...

If areader thinks that having her fifty-something year-old mother instigating a conga line dance with
shirtless beefcakes through her formal bridal teais behavior that should €licit areaction of only mild
indulgence, then they will probably enjoy this book. If the maid of honor hocking aloogie and sabotaging
the pre-wedding diet is your idea of outrageous humor, then this isindeed a book that is deserving of your
money. But | am glad | did not have to pay for it because it was not the book for me. | can see how some
people would think this book is very funny and some of it was...dlightly. However, | could not get past the
sophomoric humor and the black and white choices that created the backbone of this novel.

Emily McKellipsis areformation project ten yearsin the making. When she was just out of college, she
impulsively married Ryan Lassister who she thought was the love of her life. Dirty dishes and smelly socks
quickly intruded on their marital bliss and Emily left Ryan, never looking back. Now ten years later with a
carefully coordinated life designed to bring order out of chaos, Emily is about to marry transplant surgeon
Grant Cardin. Tradition has become something Emily craveslike alifeline after a childhood filled with
multiple stepfathers and a mother who refuses to grow up. So having her wedding at the Cardins' yearly
resort in Valentine, Vermont seems the perfect way to begin her idyllic life.

Ryan Lassiter never understood why Emily left him and he never got over his ex-wife and true love. So
when he finds out she is about to remarry, he turns up at the resort claiming to be looking over a potential
filming site for one of his horror movies. It seemsin the intervening years Ryan has become afamous horror
movie mogul. From the moment he and Emily reconnect Ryan not only tries to ingratiate himself back into
Emily’slife, but aso into the lives of everyone in the wedding party — including the groom.

Grant Cardin is a transplant surgeon and gentleman extraordinaire. He is handsome, rich, kind, solicitous,
compassionate, good in bed...you get the picture. He is perfect. Or at least we have thisimpression for most
of the book. Then a patient who has been waiting for atransplant (lungs | think, but does it matter?) has an
organ waiting for him and Grant hasto leave the resort. This leaves space for Ryan, Emily’s stepsister and
best friend Summer and Caroline (another wife of atransplant surgeon) to begin placing doubtsin Emily’s
mind.

| really did not care at all for Summer who was Emily’s primary foil. She and Emily have been best friends
since Georgia (Emily’ s mother) married Summer’ s father. She was just too immature for my tastes. The
major conflict in this book was whether Emily should be staid and stodgy or wild and carefree. For most of
the book there was no middle ground aternative given: drink jello shots or wear sweater sets. Georgia,
Emily’s mother is about as much of a caricature as one can get. Sheisthe quintessential cougar who is
aways on the lookout for a hunky man whose behavior has made girlfriends her own age impossible to
attain. We see alittle depth added to her character late in the book, but it was much too late.

When | began this review and started thinking about all of the characters, | realized that | did not like any of
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them. Emily had absolutely no backbone. Ryan was supposed to be the white knight who rescues her, but al
| felt about him was ...meh. Grant was ailmost like a potted plant that needed watering so it was placed over
in the corner, out of the way. Bev (the future mother-in-law) and her sisters were annoying. The most fun |
had reading this book was when | reached page 336 and it was finally over. It took me over two weeksto get
through this book. | read 10 other books between chapters and re-reading chapters and placing it in front of
me on aregular basis so | would MAKE myself finish. This book has an average rating of 4.5 stars at
Amazon, so obviously some people redly liked it. | was just not one of those people.

Jay says

I finished reading this more than a month ago and every time | sit down to write areview of it, | get stymied
by the old saying, “If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.” It’s not that there's
anything overtly bad about The Week Before the Wedding, it’s just that there’ s nothing particularly good
about it. | found the characters to be cliched and boring; the plot was predictable; and although it’ s billed as
being a comedy, it wasn’t really that funny.

For me, The Week Before the Wedding started off boring and only got vaguely interesting at Chapter 16. |
also didn’t believe that Emily was the wild child that she was purported to be, and so al of her moaning
about not wanting to go back to her wild ways rang false to me. Part of the problem could have been that |
started reading this on the heels of another book with avery similar plot that had been executed much better.
Had | not read this other book right before this one, | may have enjoyed this more, but | till think that thisis
not one of Beth Kendrick’s better efforts. Which is unfortunate, because, with the exception of her first one
or two books, I’ ve read and enjoyed all of her work. Fans may enjoy this but those who are unfamiliar with
her work may want to start with a better book of hers.

Lindsey says

Thiswas so sweet and precious and | love the ending so much!! Definitely need to check out more by this
author!

Des says

This has been one of the most romantic books |'ve read in awhile. And | hate love triangles and borderline
emotional cheating. Absolutely hate them. But the author did not make anyone into a caricature. Both men
were legitimately nice fellows.

The first marriage's break down was no ones fault. No character acted overly sexualized with anyone else, so
that you almost felt like everything was taking place on a higher plane, so there wasn't even that "eww"
factor of awoman sleeping with one man while tempted to shenanigans by another.

| honestly don't know how the author maintained that balance. Amazing talent is needed to walk that
tightrope with a 'ready to be disapproving at the premise' reader .

| loved Emily's stepsister and the mother was appropriate comic relief. Everything unfolded beautifully and it
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was so very well paced and expounded on. The sugar and cookie scenario was my favorite, and so super
sweet of him, especialy asit worked against hisinterests. And the bride'sinner conflict was conveyed so
clearly that you almost felt her stress and uncertainty.

Particularly well done was the way the cracks in the various relationships, both in the 'ideal’ family and the
book's primary relationship, were unfurled to the reader. Not sure | liked what | had read from this writer
(The Bake-off? perhaps) before but she is a new favorite from here on out. After aslow start, by thetime |
got to the middle | definitely couldn't put it down.

Teresa Snyder says

The best way to describe this book, Sweet Home Alabama (the movie).

Thisisthefirst book I've read by this author. | picked it up because of the cover. Really wasn't sure what to
expect. The reviews were all over the place.

Y ou've got a heroine, Emily, trying to be something she not. A Lady. Y ou've got two heroes- a workaholic
surgeon, Grant, and a bad boy, ex-husband, film producer, Ryan, who shows up at her wedding ten years
after they divorced. They both claim to be in love with her.

The secondary characters are ariot. Especially, Emily's mother and ex-step sister/ best friend. Mix it al
together in asmall Vermont town, and you'rein for an adventure.

Although | gaveit 5 stars, it'smore like 4 1/2. Great story line. Good book flow. The author kept us guessing
who Emily would chose right up to the end. But, even with two potential hero's, the romance - or chemistry -
was alittle on the lite side.

Still agreat book. If you enjoyed Sweet Home Alabama, you'll enjoy this book.

Aside: | would give this book a PG13 rating. There is some - not much - language that might be offense to
some people.

J.J. Lair says

Thereis acliché about romantic comedies. A woman gets engaged and just before she gets married, she
meets Mr. Perfect. The fiancée that the woman knows for years suddenly become a jerk and she runs off with
the new guy.

| got the fear that would happen here.

Beth Kendrick is avery funny author. Her books are enjoyable and amusing. It's easy to want the characters
to be real and someone you could meet. In this book, she has that. The families are funny, Summer could’ve
been annoying, but she had heart. Emily’ s mother could’ ve been a cliché, but she’ s masking pain. Bev seems
like a poorly drawn out character but she' stougher and deeper than you think.

Emily thought she was marrying into a cliché to avoid her own troubled clichés but these characters become
fully developed and people you want happy endings for.

It made me nervous. How will the fiancée become ajerk? | don’'t want him to be. Somehow Beth Kendrick
avoids that trope in a clever way where the fiancée is more likeable. Emily isn’t mean or shallow for her
struggle between boyfriends. Somehow except for two mean spinsters, no one comes off as mean spirited or
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shallow. That took some real storytelling skills to pull off.
Thisis one of Beth Kendrick’s best works ranking up with Nearlyweds.

Sharon Redfern says

The Week before the Wedding is awonderful version of the classic romance theme of reuniting with along
ago love. Emily is planning her second wedding to Dr. Grant- the Ken doll of Doctors. He is perfect in so
many ways, he's nice, handsome, caring and most important to Emily, he’ s the picture of stability. Thisis
important because her first husband Ryan was the picture of irresponsibility. He was a horror film buff and
dob and their marriage only lasted five months before Emily left him. Determined to never be in a situation
like that again, Emily has gotten an MBA and turned her life into amodel of doing the correct thing. She has
never looked back and is shocked when Ryan turns up at the location where her wedding will be. Heis now
a successful Hollywood producer and still is somewhat of afree spirit.

Ryan is determined to win Emily back and he gets help from her family members. Her sister Summer has
one of the best lines in the book when she talks about his having matured into a successful single man. She
says “He' s like aunicorn. We may never see another onein our lifetime”

What | liked about this book was the idea that Emily was so focused on making everything perfect that she
didn't really see what her life had become. She cut her past out of her life and just moved on but never really
dealt with her feelings or allowed herself to revisit her choices. Ryan has moved on but he has worked
through what went wrong with the marriage and how he contributed to the problem. Their romance is the one
that they weren't ready to have when they were so young and idealistic.

The secondary characters are great in this book especially the mothers. Emily’ s mother is a much married
flamboyant woman and Grant’s mother is a buttoned up proper matron. Their road to friendship has arocky
start but isreally humorous. A pair of evil sisters adds to the bonding between mother-in-laws.

The ending is not asurprise but it is also not a given throughout most of the book. Ms. Kendrick does a good
job of keeping the reader wondering what will happen. The ending is satisfying on all levels.

Cocktails and Books says

3.5 Stars

In THE WEEK BEFORE THE WEDDING our heroine, Emily, is grappling with what she needs to make her
happy. Prior to coming to Valentine, Vermont for her destination wedding, she thought that was her fiance
Grant. But when her ex-husband Ryan appears at the resort and she gets a birds eye view on the previously
thought perfect family she was going to marry into, Emily has to finally admit that maybe everything she
thought she wanted isn't exactly the best fit.

| liked Emily. She changed everything about her life when her first marriage disintegrated. She thought if she
let go of that free spirited girl, she wouldn't have her heart broken like it was when she and Ryan split. She
needed stability in her life and wanted someone who was going to give her that stability and not make her
life (and emotions) aroller coaster. She found someone who met all her criteria, but she wasn't really happy
despite giving that outward appearance. She denied it for along time, but that week before her wedding
really opened her eyes to who she'd turned into.

The cast of secondary charactersreally make this story. They make you laugh and have you wishing you
were at the resort so you could take part in whatever trouble they were getting into. Between Emily's mother,
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best friend and Grant's family (those aunts were vicious) | couldn't wait to see what they would get into next.

Beth Kendrick once again creates characters and a story that feel like they could happen to your best friend
or even yourself. Thiswas abook | didn't want to put down, but when | did get to the end | was left with a
smile on my face.

Chelsey Wolford says

From the perspective of someone who is getting married within the coming year, this book was outrageously
funny, sweet, and completely unputdownable! | have always reading stories about weddings, and especially
by authors who can write them so well. Weddings are a beautiful time in a coupl€e's life and are nothing short
of chagtic, fast-paced, and very stressful. But when it isall said and done | think every mostly every bride
felt special and loved on her big day. Emily McKellipsis about to walk down the aisle for the second time,
but this time sheis older and wiser. With only aweek before the wedding she and her fiancé, Grant, head up
to Vaentine, Vermont to prepare for the wedding when Emily runsinto the last person on Earth she wants to
seein the days before her wedding... her ex-husband!

The relationship between Emily and her ex-husband, Ryan was something that | was curious about from the
very start. She had his name tattooed on her left ring finger, and she would often have flashbacks from their
timein college together. | instantly liked Ryan even though he was snarky and very sarcastic. | knew that
Emily, deep down, still had feelings for him as well, and Kendrick does a nice job of changing Emily’s
character whenever she is around Ryan just enough to let readers know just what Emily REALLY feels.
They are two characters that you might not necessarily pick to be together, but after you read about them you
will see what attracted them to one another in the first place.

The whole idea of awedding sends chills up my spine. My favorite movie as alittle girl was The Wedding
Planner. | used to dream of being awedding planner myself, so you can imagine the nostalgia that washed
over me when | received this book. The wedding details are sweet and charming and | loved the setting.
Valentine, Vermont. Well | mean who wouldn’t want to get married there? And of course with all weddings
there comes a bit of family feuding, and | loved when Emily’s mother, Georgia, and Grant’s mother, Bev,
were in the same room together arguing over wedding details. This book was crazy, cute, and super easy to
read! And guess what? Y ou're invited to the wedding!

*** A copy of this book was provided to me by the publishersat NAL Trade in exchange for my honest
review***

Susan J. says

| alwaysfind it atreat when a new Beth Kendrick novel comes out. The Week Before the Wedding lived up
to my expectations of a hilarious yet sweet novel. Asthe title says, the book takes place during the week
before Emily McKellips' wedding to her dreamy surgeon fiancé Grant at aresort in Vermont. Unbeknownst
to her, Emily’s best friend and ex-step sister, Summer, has tipped off Emily’ s first husband, Ryan, to the
upcoming nuptials. Emily had walked out on Ryan after a tumultuous five months of marriage ten years ago
feeling they’ d been too young and immature in their haste to get married. Ryan isn't ready to give up on
them yet and keeps popping up in amusing places while Grant has to rush off to save some lives on the
operating table.
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Kendrick handles the flashback scenes deftly as well as the revelations of Emily’s drama-filled childhood
and her need to rebel against it and become a“lady.” | wouldn’t say the ending is much of a surprise, but the
road there is paved with spectacularly written secondary characters including Summer, Emily’s femme fatale
mother, and Grant’ s straitlaced mother. A quick, engaging read!
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