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Battle of the Boss-Monster: A Branches Book Troy Cummings
Pick abook. Grow a Reader!

This seriesis part of Scholastic's early chapter book line, Branches, aimed at newly independent readers.
With easy-to-read text, high-interest content, fast-paced plots, and illustrations on every page, these books
will boost reading confidence and stamina. Branches books help readers grow!

The Super Secret Monster Patrol has protected Stermont from all kinds of monsters. But isthe S.S.M.P.
ready to take on awhole ARMY of monsters? Alexander, Rip, and Nikki need to find the BOSS-
MONSTER's secret hideout and steal back the notebook. But first, they'll have to battle her monster army in
the ULTIMATE SHOWDOWN!
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Mar gar et Boling says

1/5/2018 ~~ | love this series, and | am sad to see the publication of the final book. It's one of the rare early
chapter books that works for older readers too - readers who have difficulty finishing full-length chapter
books, those who don't see themselves as readers, etc. It also works well for our youngest readers who are
ready for more complex books without being ready for the issues and content they may have. Finally, there
are enough inside jokes that adults will enjoy reading about Al's, Rip's, and Nikki's adventures.

Things cleared up: Why Mr. Hoarsely was the only adult able to see monsters. How/if Al's Leap Day
birthday would be important. Why Dattie suddenly became unable to see monsters. | think readers will enjoy
going back through all 12 previous books to identify the monsters wreaking havoc in town in this book (pp.
12-13, pp. 42-43: pranked, burnt, whittled, knotty, rusty, etc.)

Not cleared up: Why Al lives just with his dad; I've always wondered about the back story of his mom.

Francis S. Poesy says

I've read the first and the last book of this series after winning them from the author. | look forward to
reading all the booksin between. The stories are fun, fast paced, and action packed with lots of funny mixed-
up, mashed-up monsters. | can definitely see these being a favorite of middlie-grade readers.

Matthew says

My son has gone from Pre K to the first grade with these books and loved them all. This one has a sense of
closure that makes it feel like Cummings may be ending the series. | sincerely hope not. Our family has
grown to love them. This one has a set up before atwist ending that my wife said was "going to make me
cry". Folks, when a fun adventure series designed for kids (not teens) can do that with adults, the author has
really done something. Troy Cummingsisto be congratulated for creating a universe our family has enjoyed
visiting. We hope there are more adventures in store.
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