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White Nights Ann Cleeves
The electrifying follow up to the award-winning Raven Black

Raven Black received crime fiction’s highest monetary honor, the Duncan Lawrie Dagger Award. Now
Detective Jimmy Perez is back in an electrifying sequel.

It's midsummer in the Shetland Islands, the time of the white nights, when birds sing at midnight and the sun
never sets. Artist Bella Sinclair throws an elaborate party to launch an exhibition of her work at The Herring
House, agallery on the beach.

The party ends in farce when one the guests, a mysterious Englishman, bursts into tears and claims not to
know who heis or where he's come from. The following day the Englishman is found hanging from a rafter,
and Detective Jimmy Perez is convinced that the man has been murdered. He isreinforced in this belief
when Roddy, Bella's musician nephew, is murdered, too.

But the detective's relationship with Fran Hunter may have clouded his judgment, for thisis a crazy time of
the year when night blursinto day and nothing is quite as it seems.

A stunning second installment in the acclaimed Shetland Island Quartet, White Nightsis sure to garner
American raves for international sensation Ann Cleeves.
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Miriam Smith says

Every book by Ann Cleeves| love, | especially love the Shetland series and this was no exception. Highly
recommend! ?

Mary Gilligan-Nolan says

Thisis the second book in the Shetlands trilogy. Following Inspector Jimmy Lopez and his relationship with
Fran from book 1., Fran isdisplaying her art at ajoint exhibition with local celebrity, Bella Sinclair, also an
artist and Jimmy is accompanying Fran on her big night. A stranger, makes a dramatic scene at the
exhibition, claiming he has amnesia and not knowing his name and then disappearing as quickly as he
appeared. Jimmy has spoken to the man, but cannot get any information from him and the next day, the very
same man is found hanged in the nearby boat shed. Looking like suicideinitially, JJmmy calls out the local
doctor to examine the mans body and istold it looks alittle suspect. So, he forced to call the mainland for
help in finding akiller. Thisis agreat, solid police procedural/digging deep story, which goes right into the
past and the locals history and relationships. Jimmy is alikable character, who has a way with people. Fran,
can come across as being alittle distant, maybe too strong awoman for Jimmy, but it's early days. There are
two further booksin this series, it was initialy called atrilogy but was obviously successful and extended. |
hope there are many more to come. Read Raven Black first if you want to follow this one.

Tanja Berg says

An uknown actor is found hanged in asmall Shetland town. It turns out to be murder rather than suicide and
dective Jimmy Perez investigates. Before too long another person is murdered, thistime ayoung, local
celebrity. We'rein it for another "whodunnit". | desperately wish this would have been a good book. It's
well-written, the murderer, when revealed, is a surprise and the atmosphere is bleak and wind-blown. The
story completely fails to engage. There is nothing to engage me in the carachters or the landscape, it al falls
flat. The impression should have been a good one, because | see thisis solid work. It'sjust so incredibly
boring.

Richard Derus says

Rating: 3.75* of five
Thisisthe second Shetland Islands Quartet thriller, which marketing decision was a good one...calling these
thrillersinstead of mysteries sets up the expectation of awhacking good read though not necessarily the

play-fair-with-the-reader puzzle-solver that modern mysteries are.

Cleeves writes wonderfully clearly and carefully about flawed, real, lovable charactersin bad emotional
states because of violent, evil acts disrupting their very ordinary lives.

The stories shetellsin this series, to date, are proof to me that she's looked deeply into human nature and
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seen what its outlines show to the astute...there but for the grace of God go I. Everyonein this book flees
from their hurts. Their flight is, inevitably, unsuccessful. Jimmy Perez can't run from his flaming co-
dependence. Fran Hunter can't run from her seething ambition. Bella Sinclair can't run from her self-created
persona, an Iron Maiden as effective as any Inquistor's torture device. Inspector Taylor, back up from
Inverness, can't escape his fear-driven energy. No one, not any one, escapes.

The white nights of the title are a phenomenon of the far north. The sun never *quite* sets enough for true,
dark night to fall. It's unsettling to some, it's a biorhythm disturber of tremendous power to have the body's
million-year-old clock disrupted by absence of night. It's used by vile people the world over as aform of
torture to deprive a human of good rest. And yet, there are thousands whose entire lives are lived with this
condition as backdrop, and they seem not to feel its downside too strongly.

But let'sfaceit...thisfact of natureis athriller-writer's best birthday present. What better metaphor, and even
apretty subtle one, for bringing to light old wrongs, shining the pitiless lamp of the torturer on the
consciences of those guilty of undiscovered crimes, than a sun that won't go down?

That's a very nice backdrop you've chosen, Mme Cleeves, and it works very, very well for your chosen story,
right up to and including the resolution of the multiple crimes. It does not make up for the sense | got,
throughout the book, that your focus wasn't on me, your reader.

I recommend the book, yes. | even think there are some things about it that are outstanding, including the
character developments of Perez and Taylor. But as| careened from incident to incident, | didn't sense that
you were laying out this tale for my delectation, but rather leading me like a museum docent from exhibit to
exhibit, trying in a haphazard way to lead my somewhat dim brain to a conclusion you'd aready reached and
were now impatiently awaiting my "ahal" moment. | am aready in possession of "Red Bones', and | am
very much looking forward to seeing what you have planned for me next, but | am alittle bit put out by this
sense of magisterial disdain that | got from the resolution to "White Nights." | wish you'd let me get there
with you, instead of running ahead and pointing and waving your arms.

M s.pegasus says

Book two in the Shetland 1sland series opens with a curious scene. A man in a clown mask and costume is
distributing flyers at the dock in Lerwick. Who is he? What do the flyers say? Why the theatrical garb? The
guestions arise because thisis an Anne Cleeves mystery. The questions will quickly multiply in typical Anne
Cleeves fashion.

Jimmy Perez is still developing his relationship with Fran. After six months he has finally taken abig step —
afirst date. Well, sort of. He has offered to escort her to the gala opening of her art exhibition, well-
publicized as ajoint event with celebrated local artist Bella Sinclair. Turnout for the show is both
disappointing and disturbing. A stranger shows up and creates a scene, loudly bursting into tears and
claiming he haslost his memory. Perez intervenes to help but the man bolts before he can learn anything
more. Not even the presence of Bella's nephew, awell-known singer recently profiled inaBBC
documentary, can dispel the discomfited mood. Asfor the mysterious stranger? Y ep. The next morning he
turns up dead. Not one but two questions need to be answered: Who murdered him and who was he?

The unique fedl of the islands always adds to the to the tone of the series. Here, the focusis on the “simmer
dim” or summer light that never quite fades. It is a disturbing phenomena. Even life-long islanders suffer
from interrupted sleep cycles and bouts of depression and anxiety. It'samajor distraction for Roy Taylor,
originaly from Liverpool and dispatched from his regular posting in Inverness to lead the murder
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investigation.

Thiswas my least favorite of the five booksin the series. Much of the procedural deals with the friction
between Perez and Taylor. Taylor isthe nominal lead investigator, but Perez is the one with the local
knowledge and deft rapport with the islanders. As a character, Taylor is simply not that interesting. Heisan
outsider and seems out of place in hisown investigation. In addition to the simmer dim he is wrestling with
personal issues about his own career and his past relationship with his father. He is restless and impatient,
qualities that rebuff the taciturn Shetlanders. He started to get on my nerves even more than Perez's!

The theme of old secrets felt heavy-handed in this book. Threeisland families are tied to the investigation:
The Sinclairs (Bellaand her nephew), the Williamsons (Aggie Watt, her son Martin, Martin's wife Dawn and
their daughter Alice), and the Thomsons (Kenny, his wife Edith, and Kenny's brother Lawrence whom they
have lost contact with years ago when he announced he was leaving for England). These families were
intertwined since childhood. In a claustrophobic world where everyone knows bits and pieces of each other's
business and fills in the unknowns with speculative rumors, Perez's inquiry produces an overabundance of
plausible theories. The result dilutes the level of suspense.

One of Cleeves strengthsis character development, particularly that of Sandy as the series progresses. Here,
however, Sandy is still depicted as an oaf with few redeeming characteristics. He does not come into his own

until the third book when he became one of my favorite characters.

This was an entertaining book, but not one of the best of the series.

Liz says

Another good story on Shetland. I've taken aliking to detective Jimmy Perez. He's alittle different than most
detectives | read about... quieter, more restrained. These stories show Perez using his ability to understand
people and really listen to them in order to solve crimes, with less to emphasis on physical or forensic
evidence. Good stuff! 3.5 stars.

Arielle Walker says

Shetland must be one of the most desolately stunning placesimaginable. A place where the sun never really
setsin summer, and never really risesin winter - eternal light followed by eternal darkness, the perfect
setting for an eerie crime-thriller.

Raven Black, thefirst in this series, balanced this setting perfectly with its plot. It was dark, nail-biting,
atmospheric, gorgeous. | expected exactly that from White Nights but have to admit, was alittle let down.
It's hardly fair to say the author set her own bar too high, but this slightly dreamier sequel just missed
something. It was till tightly plotted, with twists that the reader could possibly work out, but easily enough
to be predicable. The relationships built up since the last book were intriguing and even quite sweet, at times.
It just wasn't enough A gentle, enjoyable read, just not as fantastic as the first led me to expect.

Lisa says
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4.5 stars

Second in this murder mystery series set in the Shetland Isles. Loved it just as much as the first and athough
agentle and conventional read it must have had afairly big impact as| can't get my head out of
Shetland...and I've never been there!

Kudosto Cleevesfor creating characters that feel so real and invoking the spirit of theislandsin a
compelling series of stories.

Chrissa Vasileiou says

3,5/5 aotepXia.

Michael says

After agreat first outing for detective Jimmy Perez based in the Shetland Islands, | could not wait for a
second helping. Thistime we are in the tiny community of Biddistawhereit is hosting an art exhibition.
Jmmy isin the early stages of arelationship with local Fran Hunter who's work along with big-name local
artist Bella Sinclair is featured. The night though does not go to plan with areally low turn out, were not
even a performance from Bella's rockstar nephew, Roddy helps. Next, an unknown man appears
disorientated, and despite Jimmy's best efforts, he is unable to find the personsidentity. The manisa
mystery to all and disappears as soon as he showed himself only to be found the next day hanging in a shed
by the beach.

Just like before Jimmy is going to need help and makes the call for Roy Taylor from the Inverness police to
oversee proceeding. For Roy, there is the annoyance with the last case that he failed to solve and thistime
want's to play a much bigger role. Once again Jimmy's familiarity with locals and the environment means
Roy hasto cast his net larger to find leads away from the dullness of the community. What follows is the
team trying to find the identity of mystery Englishman and then being caught off guard when Roddy is found
dead, only hours before he was meant to be traveling to Australia.

Thisbook is overall agreat read with afew caveats. Firstly the pacing is quite uneven with slow plodding
chapters mixed with a steady build-up of tension in others. The last few chapters are in particular alet down
with the story of Bella'steenstill the present and her many admirers seeming to come out of nowhere and be
out of sync with the majority of the story. | also found the motivation of the killer to be a bit perplexing. On
the plus side, Jimmy Perez continues to be a character at home in the lonely community he loves. While the
book gives us afascinating look at away of life that is sadly vanishing (especially in the west) with asimple
existence well away from the rat race.

jo says

EUE?C TIOL ?XOULUE P76l TA OTUVOUIK? LUE TO KOUT?AL KOTNYOPIOTOIO?UE TO LUBIoTOPZUATA
OVAAWC TO OOOTIVCE, TNV TAOK? KA TNV TEPIOX?. TOUA?XIOTOV, €Y? QUT? KVW. To pubiot?pnua
OUT? AOITTA JladPANAT?ETAI GTO CPUTAEYUA VNal'D Shetlands 6Tnv ZKwt?a, Va LTT?POXO0 LU?P0G
via ‘va BIBA?0 HLOTNP?0L, K20 KAL TA VINOZKIA ALT? EAVAL K?2TOG EPNHIK?. BonB7el TOA? 0 KA1p?C
KOl TO OIVUEVO TOV «AEUKV VUXT» OTIO? OEV EAAI TI?TE OKOT?dl AAA? TO BP?0L KLPIAPXE? TO
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AUK20wG ? 0AAL?¢ TO 607pouTo. Ol K?TOIKOL TV VROV AY0-TOA? Wwp?(ovTal UETAE? TOUC, K?TI
TIOU KVEI TO JUOT?PIO OK?Ud TIO YO PYOALOTIK?? A0l K21l Kp?BOLV. MOU ?pECE AOITTA TIOA? N
TEPIOX? OTNV ?2rola ladPAUAT?LETAl 2TIOC TIOA? UOU ?PECE KA1 TO «POVIK?». V¢ AV WOTOC
Bp?okeTal SOAOPOVNUAVOG OE L70 TPAKA KOl KVEIG OEV §?PEL TO TG, TO VIAT? KA QUOIK? TO
TIO10C TOV OK ?TWOE..

Ol XapOKT?peG ?tav KAAO?TAIKA OXEAAOUVOL. O «AEVUK?C N?XTEG €0l TO OE?TEPO PBIA?0 OTNV
OEIP? TOU Z?2TAOVT PE KEVTIPIK? 2pwa TOV NTeEVTXTIP M?pel Kat @aiv?tav. Viwba 700 10 1 7Bala
TIOG K?TL 2TPETE VA {2pw Y1 TOV NTEVT XTI 3, TG PAEITE 1 OIKEL?TNTA TIOU Ba £?2X0 Lol ? TOL €NV
€?2Xa dlaB?0¢el Kal TO TP?T0 BIBA?0 TNG OEIp?C. MAp?Aa ALT? TOV BP?KA CUUTIOONTIK? AV KAl OV
enke g N Ann Cleeves aKoA0?0n o€ ta Xv7pia TN Kap?Aag AKUTEPYK dnioupyvTag va
eLuy?pl o0 KAl TV NP?wv oTd BIBA?0 TNE TNV aTK?ALYIN TOU JUCTNP?0L dEV TNV TEP?UEVA, HE
€€?M\née evx?plota.

H ypa@? dev pe evBouo?a0e KaB?Aov. BEBa?2we 70w T ?el p?A0 KAl N LETPPACT], ATA? TNV Bp7Ka
K?TwC ATAO?K?, XWP?C TNV ALVPIK2TNTO TIOL T200 UOUL ap?0€l otd BIPAZ0 pou. AUT? ToL A?Tpedav
TO TIOVEUVA HOU HOT?KIO ?T1aV TO WYeB0C TNG YPO UUOTOOEIP?C, UEY?AO KAl XOPTACTIK?!

To TPOTEV W 0€ 200V¢ B7A0UV VA TI0 XOAAPWTIK? AOTUVOUIK? UE OPKET? LUOT?PL0 KOl
OVATIVTEXO T7A0C.

*To BIBA?0 TO K?pdI 00 O VAV dlAYWVIOU? OAA? 1] 21oYdn HoU €Al dIK? LOL KOl OEV ETNPE?0TNKE
aT? aUT?.

H KpITIK? Hov auT? Ba eu@avioTe? aTo spoileralert.gr

Suzy says

31/2 stars, rounded up to 4

| raced through the almost 400 pages of this second of Cleeves's Shetland seriesjust like the first Raven
Black. Thisisthe kind of mystery | really enjoy - aregular cast of characters that we get to know over time,
relationships that develop in each book and contribute to the dynamics of the story, a place that creates a
unique atmosphere and writing that's in sync with the culture of that place. Cleeves's writing in these novels
particularly strikes me as completely in tune with the characters who populate the book, especially our main
police detective Jimmy Perez. In an interview with Cleeves for NPR's Crime in the City, she says:

"There are no treesin Shetland, and you can't do overgrown language here," she says. "The language hasto
be simple, because that's how the landscape is."

White Nightsis set around the summer solstice when it never really gets dark in the latitudes of the Shetland
Islands and where this round-the-clock light is said to make people alittle crazy. This story takes placein a
tiny coastal hamlet where everyone grew up with each other and not only know everything about each other's
business, but they know everybody's back story too. A man is found hanging in a beach hut where the
community fishing gear is kept. Everyone uses the hut and throughout the book | could see that almost any

of the locals could have killed this unidentified victim.

When a murder occurs, investigators and crime scene inspectors come from Inverness on mainland Scotland.
The way things are structured, the mainland investigator is in charge of things, with our man Jimmy Perez
"assisting". (Of course our local guy gets the solve every time!) We met Roy Taylor from Invernessin the
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previous book. His completely opposite personality from Perez adds to the interest and tension. Thistime
around though, Taylor seems alittle like a cardboard cut-out or a stereotype of an impatient cop with a
dysfunctional back story - not fully developed, which | did not fedl in the first book. For this | shaved off a
part of astar in my rating.

Another part of astar got shaved off because of the ending. Thiswas a page-turning read, and | did not see
"whodunit" coming. Thisis often agood thing, but here the ending felt rushed, tacked on and didn't really
jive with the rest of the story. So while the ending was a let-down and felt alittle like Cleeves didn't quite
know how to wrap up in acompelling way, | still liked White Nights alot and feel thiswill be afavorite
series of mine.

Here'salink to the interview with Ann Cleeves - worth alisten! http://www.npr.org/2014/07/08/3295201...

Rachel Hall says

After the atmospheric first in the series, Raven Black, Ann Cleeves follows up superbly with a brooding and
equally menacing portrayal of life at the height of summer in Shetland and the curiously unsettling effect of
the 'ssmmer dim' on life in the islands. In the long summer nights when it never seemsto get dark the islands
are a hive of activity with tourists flocking to the area on the cruise ships. With folk kept awake by the light
an edgy and heightened sense of anxiety seems to pervade the region, with outsiders observing the way of
life and the eccentricity of the inhabitants. Biddistais a small community isolated from the rest of theisland
by ahill on one side and a sea on the other. The opening of an art exhibition bringing the work of the noted
Shetland artist, Bella Sinclair, together with outsider and new talent, Fran Hunter, turns into something of a
damp squib when a poor turnout and even the presence of Bella's nephew, Roddy, serenading on hisfiddle
doesn't rejuvenate the atmosphere after a distraught stranger falls to his knees and starts weeping. I nspector
Jmmy Perez is on hand and hisfirst opinion in asimple case of midsummer madness and the theatrical
hysteriathat it routinely brings. Feeling ailmost duty bound to assist, when Jimmy offers him an ear he claims
to have lost his memory, with no knowledge of how or why he arrived at the event. Seeming an unlikely
candidate for suicide but reluctant to be left on his own, the mystery man slips away from the exhibition
leaving Perez wondering and feeling a sense of responsibility.

When the morning brings a call of a man hanging from arafter in the communal fishing hut, Perez is guilt
ridden that he could have done more to help the unidentified man. Evidently an Englishman who neither
Bellaor Fran claim knowledge of, the manic grin of a plastic clown mask that covers hisfacein death recalls
the performer entertaining the incoming tourists from the cruise ships earlier in the day. Later confirmed as
the same street performer who distributed flyers announcing the cancelling of the evenings exhibition due to
death in the family, Perez and the locals wonder just who is he and why has he come. When confirmation is
given that the man's death was not suicide, chillingly showing signs of a premeditation that isararity in
violent crimes on Shetland. More bizarrely, just what is the intended significance of the sinister clown mask?
The confirmation of murder brings DCI Roy Taylor, a Liverpudlian based in Inverness to Biddista. Still
smarting from Inspector Jimmy Perez being credited with solving the first case they worked on together heis
alittle uneasy with Perez and the lack of urgency that seems to be atrademark of lifein the area. Marked out
by his distinctive colouring which seemsto set him apart from the more easily identifiable Shetlanders,
Inspector Jmmy Perez stands out like aisland in the midst of choppy waters.

Jimmy Perez's unconventional attitude and acceptance of the way things function on the islands immediately
makes locals infinitely more comfortable in his presence. Never appearing awkward or rushing to fill in the
gaps in conversation, his equanimity makes him an excellent judge of character. Indeed he is the focal point
for the investigation. Jimmy and Fran's burgeoning relationship gives readers amore rounded take on his
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personality and the early days of the romance have all the headiness of teenage sweethearts. Anxious-to-
please Whalsay lad, Sandy Wilson hangs eagerly onto Perez's coat tails, but never quite seems to process the
actual import of aviolent murder in a peaceful community. It soon becomes clear that the victim might have
been an outsider, but the answer to his death lies in the history in the Shetlands.

Cleevesis acaptivating chronicler of the landscape and the locals, bringing a true appreciation for the
remoteness, often bleak weather and the way in which every scrap of privacy is cherished. The investigation
itself revolves around the handful of familiesthat live in Biddista and artist, Bellaisfirst to fall under the
spotlight. Cleeves fleshes out her characters so well, weaving in resentments, past acrimony and intimate
affairs and uncovering a host of hidden secrets, making for a captivating novel which swiftly becomes all
consuming It fascinates me how Ann Cleeves makes the lives of the inhabitants in aisolated community so
fascinating, particularly when their lives and occupations are so diametrically opposed to the life that most of
us know and live. Four families that go back generations and are connected by everything from the broken
hearted older brother of Kenny disappearing after afailed relationship with local sophisticate Bella Sinclair,
to the petty grievances and sniping surrounding a broadside on a piece of amateur art. A second murder on
the shape of Roddy Sinclair however brings new angles to the case and Perez knows that the answer liesin
the history of the natives. Whilst the resolution and identification of the killer was a little unsatisfactory to
my mind, with a slightly implausible motive detracting from the revelations, it will not dim my enthusiasm
for this series. Cleeves provides plenty of subtle clues along the way making this an ideal novel to test eagle-
eyed readers.

Phrynne says

Another really pleasurable read from Ann Cleeves. White Nights features many of the same characters asits
prequel Raven Black, but thistimeis set in summer, atime when the daylight in the Shetland Islesis
practically endless and the people are said to go alittle crazy.

| really enjoy the main character, Inspector Jimmy Perez. Heis delightfully calm and thorough and very
likeable. He also knows hislocal people well and his understanding of them always helps him solve his cases
before the city cops do.

The Shetland setting is very well written and makes me want to visit - in summer of course. | have yet to
experience anight where it does not go dark at all, though | would probably not want to live there!

Thiswas avery readable book with an intriguing mystery and a nearly unpredictable murderer, although
with hindsight the clues were aways there. The best kind of mystery:)

Colleen says

| read Raven Black last year though | don't think | ever reviewed it. | love mysteries, especially ones set in
the UK, and so | was delighted to find this series. The mystery here was intriguing and | admit | was
guessing until the end- a sure sign of a successful thriller in my opinion. It is hard to share too many details
of the story without spoiling it, but the writing and characters are excellent and truly make the novel.

What | like best about Cleeves work isthat the Shetland Islands play such a crucial role as a character, and
also help to create the feeling of alocked room mystery because the list of characters and settingsis so short
and outsiders are so unlikely to wander into the story. Jimmy Perez is atruly interesting character, one with
the kind of backstory that pulls the reader into his viewpoint. His relationship with the islands and their
residents, as well as with the crime scene experts who come in from outside, is deftly drawn and highlights
the insular nature of the entire community.
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I highly recommend this series; I'm about to read the third and hope there are more to come!
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