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White Nights Ann Cleeves
The electrifying follow up to the award-winning Raven Black

Raven Black received crime fiction’s highest monetary honor, the Duncan Lawrie Dagger Award. Now
Detective Jimmy Perez is back in an electrifying sequel.

It’s midsummer in the Shetland Islands, the time of the white nights, when birds sing at midnight and the sun
never sets. Artist Bella Sinclair throws an elaborate party to launch an exhibition of her work at The Herring
House, a gallery on the beach.

The party ends in farce when one the guests, a mysterious Englishman, bursts into tears and claims not to
know who he is or where he’s come from. The following day the Englishman is found hanging from a rafter,
and Detective Jimmy Perez is convinced that the man has been murdered. He is reinforced in this belief
when Roddy, Bella’s musician nephew, is murdered, too.

But the detective’s relationship with Fran Hunter may have clouded his judgment, for this is a crazy time of
the year when night blurs into day and nothing is quite as it seems.

A stunning second installment in the acclaimed Shetland Island Quartet, White Nights is sure to garner
American raves for international sensation Ann Cleeves.
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From Reader Review White Nights for online ebook

Miriam Smith says

Every book by Ann Cleeves I love, I especially love the Shetland series and this was no exception. Highly
recommend! ?

Mary Gilligan-Nolan says

This is the second book in the Shetlands trilogy. Following Inspector Jimmy Lopez and his relationship with
Fran from book 1., Fran is displaying her art at a joint exhibition with local celebrity, Bella Sinclair, also an
artist and Jimmy is accompanying Fran on her big night. A stranger, makes a dramatic scene at the
exhibition, claiming he has amnesia and not knowing his name and then disappearing as quickly as he
appeared. Jimmy has spoken to the man, but cannot get any information from him and the next day, the very
same man is found hanged in the nearby boat shed. Looking like suicide initially, Jimmy calls out the local
doctor to examine the mans body and is told it looks a little suspect. So, he forced to call the mainland for
help in finding a killer. This is a great, solid police procedural/digging deep story, which goes right into the
past and the locals history and relationships. Jimmy is a likable character, who has a way with people. Fran,
can come across as being a little distant, maybe too strong a woman for Jimmy, but it's early days. There are
two further books in this series, it was initially called a trilogy but was obviously successful and extended. I
hope there are many more to come. Read Raven Black first if you want to follow this one.

Tanja Berg says

An uknown actor is found hanged in a small Shetland town. It turns out to be murder rather than suicide and
dective Jimmy Perez investigates. Before too long another person is murdered, this time a young, local
celebrity. We're in it for another "whodunnit". I desperately wish this would have been a good book. It's
well-written, the murderer, when revealed, is a surprise and the atmosphere is bleak and wind-blown. The
story completely fails to engage. There is nothing to engage me in the carachters or the landscape, it all falls
flat. The impression should have been a good one, because I see this is solid work. It's just so incredibly
boring.

Richard Derus says

Rating: 3.75* of five

This is the second Shetland Islands Quartet thriller, which marketing decision was a good one...calling these
thrillers instead of mysteries sets up the expectation of a whacking good read though not necessarily the
play-fair-with-the-reader puzzle-solver that modern mysteries are.

Cleeves writes wonderfully clearly and carefully about flawed, real, lovable characters in bad emotional
states because of violent, evil acts disrupting their very ordinary lives.

The stories she tells in this series, to date, are proof to me that she's looked deeply into human nature and
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seen what its outlines show to the astute...there but for the grace of God go I. Everyone in this book flees
from their hurts. Their flight is, inevitably, unsuccessful. Jimmy Perez can't run from his flaming co-
dependence. Fran Hunter can't run from her seething ambition. Bella Sinclair can't run from her self-created
persona, an Iron Maiden as effective as any Inquistor's torture device. Inspector Taylor, back up from
Inverness, can't escape his fear-driven energy. No one, not any one, escapes.

The white nights of the title are a phenomenon of the far north. The sun never *quite* sets enough for true,
dark night to fall. It's unsettling to some, it's a biorhythm disturber of tremendous power to have the body's
million-year-old clock disrupted by absence of night. It's used by vile people the world over as a form of
torture to deprive a human of good rest. And yet, there are thousands whose entire lives are lived with this
condition as backdrop, and they seem not to feel its downside too strongly.

But let's face it...this fact of nature is a thriller-writer's best birthday present. What better metaphor, and even
a pretty subtle one, for bringing to light old wrongs, shining the pitiless lamp of the torturer on the
consciences of those guilty of undiscovered crimes, than a sun that won't go down?

That's a very nice backdrop you've chosen, Mme Cleeves, and it works very, very well for your chosen story,
right up to and including the resolution of the multiple crimes. It does not make up for the sense I got,
throughout the book, that your focus wasn't on me, your reader.

I recommend the book, yes. I even think there are some things about it that are outstanding, including the
character developments of Perez and Taylor. But as I careened from incident to incident, I didn't sense that
you were laying out this tale for my delectation, but rather leading me like a museum docent from exhibit to
exhibit, trying in a haphazard way to lead my somewhat dim brain to a conclusion you'd already reached and
were now impatiently awaiting my "aha!" moment. I am already in possession of "Red Bones", and I am
very much looking forward to seeing what you have planned for me next, but I am a little bit put out by this
sense of magisterial disdain that I got from the resolution to "White Nights." I wish you'd let me get there
with you, instead of running ahead and pointing and waving your arms.

Ms.pegasus says

Book two in the Shetland Island series opens with a curious scene. A man in a clown mask and costume is
distributing flyers at the dock in Lerwick. Who is he? What do the flyers say? Why the theatrical garb? The
questions arise because this is an Anne Cleeves mystery. The questions will quickly multiply in typical Anne
Cleeves fashion.

Jimmy Perez is still developing his relationship with Fran. After six months he has finally taken a big step —
a first date. Well, sort of. He has offered to escort her to the gala opening of her art exhibition, well-
publicized as a joint event with celebrated local artist Bella Sinclair. Turnout for the show is both
disappointing and disturbing. A stranger shows up and creates a scene, loudly bursting into tears and
claiming he has lost his memory. Perez intervenes to help but the man bolts before he can learn anything
more. Not even the presence of Bella's nephew, a well-known singer recently profiled in a BBC
documentary, can dispel the discomfited mood. As for the mysterious stranger? Yep. The next morning he
turns up dead. Not one but two questions need to be answered: Who murdered him and who was he?

The unique feel of the islands always adds to the to the tone of the series. Here, the focus is on the “simmer
dim” or summer light that never quite fades. It is a disturbing phenomena. Even life-long islanders suffer
from interrupted sleep cycles and bouts of depression and anxiety. It's a major distraction for Roy Taylor,
originally from Liverpool and dispatched from his regular posting in Inverness to lead the murder
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investigation.

This was my least favorite of the five books in the series. Much of the procedural deals with the friction
between Perez and Taylor. Taylor is the nominal lead investigator, but Perez is the one with the local
knowledge and deft rapport with the islanders. As a character, Taylor is simply not that interesting. He is an
outsider and seems out of place in his own investigation. In addition to the simmer dim he is wrestling with
personal issues about his own career and his past relationship with his father. He is restless and impatient,
qualities that rebuff the taciturn Shetlanders. He started to get on my nerves even more than Perez's!

The theme of old secrets felt heavy-handed in this book. Three island families are tied to the investigation:
The Sinclairs (Bella and her nephew), the Williamsons (Aggie Watt, her son Martin, Martin's wife Dawn and
their daughter Alice), and the Thomsons (Kenny, his wife Edith, and Kenny's brother Lawrence whom they
have lost contact with years ago when he announced he was leaving for England). These families were
intertwined since childhood. In a claustrophobic world where everyone knows bits and pieces of each other's
business and fills in the unknowns with speculative rumors, Perez's inquiry produces an overabundance of
plausible theories. The result dilutes the level of suspense.

One of Cleeves' strengths is character development, particularly that of Sandy as the series progresses. Here,
however, Sandy is still depicted as an oaf with few redeeming characteristics. He does not come into his own
until the third book when he became one of my favorite characters.

This was an entertaining book, but not one of the best of the series.

Liz says

Another good story on Shetland. I've taken a liking to detective Jimmy Perez. He's a little different than most
detectives I read about... quieter, more restrained. These stories show Perez using his ability to understand
people and really listen to them in order to solve crimes, with less to emphasis on physical or forensic
evidence. Good stuff! 3.5 stars.

Arielle Walker says

Shetland must be one of the most desolately stunning places imaginable. A place where the sun never really
sets in summer, and never really rises in winter - eternal light followed by eternal darkness, the perfect
setting for an eerie crime-thriller.

Raven Black, the first in this series, balanced this setting perfectly with its plot. It was dark, nail-biting,
atmospheric, gorgeous. I expected exactly that from White Nights but have to admit, was a little let down.
It's hardly fair to say the author set her own bar too high, but this slightly dreamier sequel just missed
something. It was still tightly plotted, with twists that the reader could possibly work out, but easily enough
to be predicable. The relationships built up since the last book were intriguing and even quite sweet, at times.
It just wasn't enough A gentle, enjoyable read, just not as fantastic as the first led me to expect.

Lisa says
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4.5 stars
Second in this murder mystery series set in the Shetland Isles. Loved it just as much as the first and although
a gentle and conventional read it must have had a fairly big impact as I can't get my head out of
Shetland...and I've never been there!
Kudos to Cleeves for creating characters that feel so real and invoking the spirit of the islands in a
compelling series of stories.

Chrissa Vasileiou says

3,5/5 αστερ?κια.

Michael says

After a great first outing for detective Jimmy Perez based in the Shetland Islands, I could not wait for a
second helping. This time we are in the tiny community of Biddista where it is hosting an art exhibition.
Jimmy is in the early stages of a relationship with local Fran Hunter who's work along with big-name local
artist Bella Sinclair is featured. The night though does not go to plan with a really low turn out, were not
even a performance from Bella's rockstar nephew, Roddy helps. Next, an unknown man appears
disorientated, and despite Jimmy's best efforts, he is unable to find the persons identity. The man is a
mystery to all and disappears as soon as he showed himself only to be found the next day hanging in a shed
by the beach.

Just like before Jimmy is going to need help and makes the call for Roy Taylor from the Inverness police to
oversee proceeding. For Roy, there is the annoyance with the last case that he failed to solve and this time
want's to play a much bigger role. Once again Jimmy's familiarity with locals and the environment means
Roy has to cast his net larger to find leads away from the dullness of the community. What follows is the
team trying to find the identity of mystery Englishman and then being caught off guard when Roddy is found
dead, only hours before he was meant to be traveling to Australia.

This book is overall a great read with a few caveats. Firstly the pacing is quite uneven with slow plodding
chapters mixed with a steady build-up of tension in others. The last few chapters are in particular a let down
with the story of Bella's teens till the present and her many admirers seeming to come out of nowhere and be
out of sync with the majority of the story. I also found the motivation of the killer to be a bit perplexing. On
the plus side, Jimmy Perez continues to be a character at home in the lonely community he loves. While the
book gives us a fascinating look at a way of life that is sadly vanishing (especially in the west) with a simple
existence well away from the rat race.

jo says

Εµε?ς που ?χουµε φ?ει τα αστυνοµικ? µε το κουτ?λι κατηγοριοποιο?µε τα µυθιστορ?µατα
αναλ?γως το σασπ?νς, την πλοκ? και την περιοχ?. Τουλ?χιστον, εγ? αυτ? κ?νω. Το µυθιστ?ρηµα
αυτ? λοιπ?ν διαδραµατ?ζεται στο σ?µπλεγµα νησι?ν Shetlands στην Σκωτ?α, ?να υπ?ροχο µ?ρος
για ?να βιβλ?ο µυστηρ?ου, µ?ας και τα νησ?κια αυτ? ε?ναι κ?πως ερηµικ?. Βοηθ?ει πολ? ο καιρ?ς
και το φαιν?µενο τον «λευκ?ν νυχτ?ν» οπο? δεν ε?ναι π?τε σκοτ?δι αλλ? το βρ?δυ κυριαρχε? το
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λυκ?φως ? αλλι?ς το σο?ρουπο. Οι κ?τοικοι των νησι?ν λ?γο-πολ? γνωρ?ζονται µεταξ? τους, κ?τι
που κ?νει το µυστ?ριο ακ?µα πιο γαργαλιστικ?? ?λοι κ?τι κρ?βουν. Μου ?ρεσε λοιπ?ν πολ? η
περιοχ? στην ?ποια διαδραµατ?ζεται ?πως πολ? µου ?ρεσε και το «φονικ?». ?νας ?γνωστος
βρ?σκεται δολοφονηµ?νος σε µ?α παρ?γκα και κ?νεις δεν ξ?ρει το πως, το γιατ? και φυσικ? το
ποιος τον σκ?τωσε..

Οι χαρακτ?ρες ?ταν καλο?τσικα σχεδιασµ?νοι. Οι «Λευκ?ς Ν?χτες» ε?ναι το δε?τερο βιβλ?ο στην
σειρ? του Σ?τλαντ µε κεντρικ? ?ρωα τον Ντεντ?κτιβ Π?ρεζ και φαιν?ταν. ?νιωθα ?σο το δι?βαζα
πως κ?τι ?πρεπε να ξ?ρω για τον Ντεντ?κτιβ, πως ?λειπε η οικει?τητα που θα ε?χα µαζ? του ε?ν
ε?χα διαβ?σει και το πρ?το βιβλ?ο της σειρ?ς. Παρ?λα αυτ? τον βρ?κα συµπαθητικ? αν και µου
φ?νηκε πως η Ann Cleeves ακολο?θησε τα χν?ρια της Καµ?λας Λ?κµπεργκ δηµιουργ?ντας ?να
ζευγ?ρι σα και των ηρ?ων στα βιβλ?α της. Την αποκ?λυψη του µυστηρ?ου δεν την περ?µενα, µε
εξ?πληξε ευχ?ριστα.

Η γραφ? δεν µε ενθουσ?ασε καθ?λου. Βεβα?ως ?σως πα?ζει ρ?λο και η µετ?φραση, απλ? την βρ?κα
κ?πως απλο?κ?, χωρ?ς την λυρικ?τητα που τ?σο µου αρ?σει στα βιβλ?α µου. Αυτ? που λ?τρεψαν
τα πονεµ?να µου µατ?κια ?ταν το µ?γεθος της γραµµατοσειρ?ς, µεγ?λο και χορταστικ?!

Το προτε?νω σε ?σους θ?λουν ?να πιο χαλαρωτικ? αστυνοµικ? µε αρκετ? µυστ?ριο και
αναπ?ντεχο τ?λος.

*Το βιβλ?ο το κ?ρδισα σε ?ναν διαγωνισµ? αλλ? η ?ποψη µου ε?ναι δικ? µου και δεν επηρε?στηκε
απ? αυτ?.

Η κριτικ? µου αυτ? θα εµφανιστε? στο spoileralert.gr

Suzy says

3 1/2 stars, rounded up to 4

I raced through the almost 400 pages of this second of Cleeves's Shetland series just like the first Raven
Black. This is the kind of mystery I really enjoy - a regular cast of characters that we get to know over time,
relationships that develop in each book and contribute to the dynamics of the story, a place that creates a
unique atmosphere and writing that's in sync with the culture of that place. Cleeves's writing in these novels
particularly strikes me as completely in tune with the characters who populate the book, especially our main
police detective Jimmy Perez. In an interview with Cleeves for NPR's Crime in the City, she says:

"There are no trees in Shetland, and you can't do overgrown language here," she says. "The language has to
be simple, because that's how the landscape is."

White Nights is set around the summer solstice when it never really gets dark in the latitudes of the Shetland
Islands and where this round-the-clock light is said to make people a little crazy. This story takes place in a
tiny coastal hamlet where everyone grew up with each other and not only know everything about each other's
business, but they know everybody's back story too. A man is found hanging in a beach hut where the
community fishing gear is kept. Everyone uses the hut and throughout the book I could see that almost any
of the locals could have killed this unidentified victim.

When a murder occurs, investigators and crime scene inspectors come from Inverness on mainland Scotland.
The way things are structured, the mainland investigator is in charge of things, with our man Jimmy Perez
"assisting". (Of course our local guy gets the solve every time!) We met Roy Taylor from Inverness in the
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previous book. His completely opposite personality from Perez adds to the interest and tension. This time
around though, Taylor seems a little like a cardboard cut-out or a stereotype of an impatient cop with a
dysfunctional back story - not fully developed, which I did not feel in the first book. For this I shaved off a
part of a star in my rating.

Another part of a star got shaved off because of the ending. This was a page-turning read, and I did not see
"whodunit" coming. This is often a good thing, but here the ending felt rushed, tacked on and didn't really
jive with the rest of the story. So while the ending was a let-down and felt a little like Cleeves didn't quite
know how to wrap up in a compelling way, I still liked White Nights a lot and feel this will be a favorite
series of mine.

Here's a link to the interview with Ann Cleeves - worth a listen! http://www.npr.org/2014/07/08/3295201...

Rachel Hall says

After the atmospheric first in the series, Raven Black, Ann Cleeves follows up superbly with a brooding and
equally menacing portrayal of life at the height of summer in Shetland and the curiously unsettling effect of
the 'simmer dim' on life in the islands. In the long summer nights when it never seems to get dark the islands
are a hive of activity with tourists flocking to the area on the cruise ships. With folk kept awake by the light
an edgy and heightened sense of anxiety seems to pervade the region, with outsiders observing the way of
life and the eccentricity of the inhabitants. Biddista is a small community isolated from the rest of the island
by a hill on one side and a sea on the other. The opening of an art exhibition bringing the work of the noted
Shetland artist, Bella Sinclair, together with outsider and new talent, Fran Hunter, turns into something of a
damp squib when a poor turnout and even the presence of Bella's nephew, Roddy, serenading on his fiddle
doesn't rejuvenate the atmosphere after a distraught stranger falls to his knees and starts weeping. Inspector
Jimmy Perez is on hand and his first opinion in a simple case of midsummer madness and the theatrical
hysteria that it routinely brings. Feeling almost duty bound to assist, when Jimmy offers him an ear he claims
to have lost his memory, with no knowledge of how or why he arrived at the event. Seeming an unlikely
candidate for suicide but reluctant to be left on his own, the mystery man slips away from the exhibition
leaving Perez wondering and feeling a sense of responsibility.

When the morning brings a call of a man hanging from a rafter in the communal fishing hut, Perez is guilt
ridden that he could have done more to help the unidentified man. Evidently an Englishman who neither
Bella or Fran claim knowledge of, the manic grin of a plastic clown mask that covers his face in death recalls
the performer entertaining the incoming tourists from the cruise ships earlier in the day. Later confirmed as
the same street performer who distributed flyers announcing the cancelling of the evenings exhibition due to
death in the family, Perez and the locals wonder just who is he and why has he come. When confirmation is
given that the man's death was not suicide, chillingly showing signs of a premeditation that is a rarity in
violent crimes on Shetland. More bizarrely, just what is the intended significance of the sinister clown mask?
The confirmation of murder brings DCI Roy Taylor, a Liverpudlian based in Inverness to Biddista. Still
smarting from Inspector Jimmy Perez being credited with solving the first case they worked on together he is
a little uneasy with Perez and the lack of urgency that seems to be a trademark of life in the area. Marked out
by his distinctive colouring which seems to set him apart from the more easily identifiable Shetlanders,
Inspector Jimmy Perez stands out like a island in the midst of choppy waters.

Jimmy Perez's unconventional attitude and acceptance of the way things function on the islands immediately
makes locals infinitely more comfortable in his presence. Never appearing awkward or rushing to fill in the
gaps in conversation, his equanimity makes him an excellent judge of character. Indeed he is the focal point
for the investigation. Jimmy and Fran's burgeoning relationship gives readers a more rounded take on his
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personality and the early days of the romance have all the headiness of teenage sweethearts. Anxious-to-
please Whalsay lad, Sandy Wilson hangs eagerly onto Perez's coat tails, but never quite seems to process the
actual import of a violent murder in a peaceful community. It soon becomes clear that the victim might have
been an outsider, but the answer to his death lies in the history in the Shetlands.

Cleeves is a captivating chronicler of the landscape and the locals, bringing a true appreciation for the
remoteness, often bleak weather and the way in which every scrap of privacy is cherished. The investigation
itself revolves around the handful of families that live in Biddista and artist, Bella is first to fall under the
spotlight. Cleeves fleshes out her characters so well, weaving in resentments, past acrimony and intimate
affairs and uncovering a host of hidden secrets, making for a captivating novel which swiftly becomes all
consuming It fascinates me how Ann Cleeves makes the lives of the inhabitants in a isolated community so
fascinating, particularly when their lives and occupations are so diametrically opposed to the life that most of
us know and live. Four families that go back generations and are connected by everything from the broken
hearted older brother of Kenny disappearing after a failed relationship with local sophisticate Bella Sinclair,
to the petty grievances and sniping surrounding a broadside on a piece of amateur art. A second murder on
the shape of Roddy Sinclair however brings new angles to the case and Perez knows that the answer lies in
the history of the natives. Whilst the resolution and identification of the killer was a little unsatisfactory to
my mind, with a slightly implausible motive detracting from the revelations, it will not dim my enthusiasm
for this series. Cleeves provides plenty of subtle clues along the way making this an ideal novel to test eagle-
eyed readers.

Phrynne says

Another really pleasurable read from Ann Cleeves. White Nights features many of the same characters as its
prequel Raven Black, but this time is set in summer, a time when the daylight in the Shetland Isles is
practically endless and the people are said to go a little crazy.
I really enjoy the main character, Inspector Jimmy Perez. He is delightfully calm and thorough and very
likeable. He also knows his local people well and his understanding of them always helps him solve his cases
before the city cops do.
The Shetland setting is very well written and makes me want to visit - in summer of course. I have yet to
experience a night where it does not go dark at all, though I would probably not want to live there!
This was a very readable book with an intriguing mystery and a nearly unpredictable murderer, although
with hindsight the clues were always there. The best kind of mystery:)

Colleen says

I read Raven Black last year though I don't think I ever reviewed it. I love mysteries, especially ones set in
the UK, and so I was delighted to find this series. The mystery here was intriguing and I admit I was
guessing until the end- a sure sign of a successful thriller in my opinion. It is hard to share too many details
of the story without spoiling it, but the writing and characters are excellent and truly make the novel.

What I like best about Cleeves' work is that the Shetland Islands play such a crucial role as a character, and
also help to create the feeling of a locked room mystery because the list of characters and settings is so short
and outsiders are so unlikely to wander into the story. Jimmy Perez is a truly interesting character, one with
the kind of backstory that pulls the reader into his viewpoint. His relationship with the islands and their
residents, as well as with the crime scene experts who come in from outside, is deftly drawn and highlights
the insular nature of the entire community.
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I highly recommend this series; I'm about to read the third and hope there are more to come!


