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Rehab Mousa says
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Tim says

While the book title focuses on three Muslim sages, Nasr's intention here is to delineate a particular
progression in Islamic knowledge through these three figures. From Avicenna (Ibn Sina) as the exemplar of
Islamic Peripatetic Philosophy to Suhrawardi's theosophy and finally to Ibn Arabi's gnosis, we see not only a
historical/universal progression, but a kind of microcosmic possibility in the individual aswell.

Looked at from a Sufi perspective, we see three progressing levels of awareness in knowledge (hearing of
something and believing it), certainty (seeing it) and immersion through direct contemplation or connection.
It is possible from another perspective to see these three systems of thought on more of a horizontal plane as
representing three different approaches to viewing divinity. Y et that would also require viewing all three
systems simply from an intellectual vs. experiential perspective.

Nasr, as atraditionalist/perennialist is big on using symbols as a paradigm, and thisis seen in the way he
defines theosophy as "neither philosophy nor theology, but a knowledge of the Divine mysteries’ (150). In
this definition, knowledge becomes certainty short of direct experience, which is then taken up by Arabi's
foundational structures of Sufism.

Nasr's focus is on the transcendent reality as expressed through al revealed religions, but in this particular
case as culminated in Idlam. His effort here is one morein his great corpus of work that embraces all forms
of knowledge that have enriched the Islamic tradition. Nasr as awriter has historically encouraged reading
"the book of nature”" alongside the Qur'an, and to him nature is not just the outdoors, but al available forms
of wisdom and experience that enlighten our knowledge of divinity.

Gregory says

| wasinterest in this book because of the Sufi Tradition and my readings of "The Conference of the Birds"
by Attar, "Three Muslim Sages' isajourney unto itself and it provides us with new viewpoints on some of
our senses. | hope to reread soon.
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Taharabbani says
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AmirHosein says
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Ahmed says

Pros:

- Great book, amazingly introduced the three sages.

- The author's deep and wide knowledge manifests itself between the lines.

- Great examples like those of the horse and water solidification explaining metaphysical termslike: essence,
quiddity ... etc.

- Excellent explanation for the meaning of "Polytheism” in the light of 1slamic metaphysics.

- Good explanation of 1bn Arabi's Unity of Being.

Cons:

- The book lacks Quranic verses that supports the doctrines stated, which is afatal mistake that would either
lead the reader to believe blindly or reject due to the lack of a proof. | would say: Mustafa Mahmoud's book

easily figure out if the doctrine explained make sense or not.

- A lot of points stated as facts without references (example: Theory of Successive Poles"Qutb" which Ibn
Khaldun had described as it has no logical evidence from the Quraan or Hadith, in his Mugaddimah).

- Explanation of 1bn Arabi's Sufism was very shallow, unlike the remaining parts of the book.

- The way he picked other sagesto include them in his book was very biased towards his homeland (ho
offense, total respect goesto anyone from any country) ... but it's so strange to talk about Sufism and religion
plurality without mentioning for example : 1bn Abdul Jabbar Al-Nefarry, the author of the magnum gem: "Al
Mawaguf wal Mokhatabat (Spiritual Stayings and Addrssings)”, and so many other Muslim figures.

Finally, I'd say it's agood book to read, but not to start with.. Due to the lack of evidences and proofs, one
needs to have alot of knowledge before accepting ideas/believes fromit.

A.J. Saktiana says

It's quite interesting book, focuses introduced |slamic knowledge through these three figures. From Avicenna
(Ibn Sina) as the exemplar of Islamic Peripatetic Philosophy to Suhrawardi's theosophy and finally to Ibn
Arabi'sgnosis.
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This book shows us good explanation about divinity theological and metaphysical termslike: essence,
quiddity, polytheism.. etc, also shows us historical progression about Muslim in medieval era.

Ali Zarezade says
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I brahim Abdulla says

3.5/5
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