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From Reader Review Hello, Hollywood! for online ebook

Jeanie Jacobson says

Laugh-out-loud funny. | loved the characters.

Lisa says

I’m definitely a Janice Thompson fan—her Weddings by Bella series was great and | enjoyed each and every
book. | even read and reviewed her first Backstage Pass book, Stars Collide, and enjoyed that one.
Unfortunately, | wasn't as enamored with her latest book in the Backstage Pass series, Hello Hollywood!
(sorry Ms Thompson!).

Although | enjoyed the scenes where the writers brainstormed and the antics that went with it, so many of the
ideas came from the old Dick Van Dyke (which | still watch!) and | Love Lucy shows. It just seemed alittle
too much repetition and recycling of ideas. As Hollywood writers, there should have been more original
ideas. There was also quite a bit of repetition of the “great stories are built on conflict” and the plotline
discussions. | actually grew kind of bored with those sections.

Each of the characters had their own “moments’ and | enjoyed their stories of how they came to be at this
point in their lives. It's also atreat to see such afamily oriented environment. The way the family interacted
at home and at “ Super Gyros’ really touched me. And | loved how the writers included the older “former
starts’ in the show—the older generation still has alot to give. | think my favorite character in Hello
Hollywood! had to be Leona. Her failing memory and illusionsis so typical of Alzheimer’sand I'm glad Ms
Thompson brings that awareness to her readers.

The romance between some of the characters (don’'t want to spoil it!) is always part of Ms Thompson's
books and | enjoy that part. Who doesn’t love some romance?? And, as usual, the inclusion of faith is one of
the reasons | read her books. | like seeing the characters living their faith and not just talking about it.

Allin all, Hello Hollywood! was an okay read. It was easy to get through but | was disappointed that it
wasn't up to Ms Thompson’ s usual standards. | still look forward to not only the next book in the Backstage
Pass series, | look forward to al of Janice Thompson’s books. | give Hello Hollywood! 3 out of 5 stars as
just an average read.

Available September 2011 at your favorite bookseller from Revell, adivision of Baker Publishing Group

I received this book free from Revell as part of their book review bloggers program. | was not required to
write a positive review. The opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing this in accordance with
the Federal Trade Commission's 16 CFR, Part 255: " Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and
Testimonialsin Advertising."

Cindy says

Oh my, what a book, it was so cute, | kept thinking it should be called My Big Greek Family! Athena, head
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writer for the popular sitcom Stars Collide, which stars her best friend Kat (we met her in book onein this
series Stars Collide). Athenais worried sheisloosing her edge as a comedy writer, and things are just a bit
strange with her other two writers, sheisn't sure what is going on with them. However the introduction of a
new writer turns Athenas world upside down. Literally! Sheis stressed that he might be better than her, and
istrying to edge her out, but there is such a huge attraction between them, her heart isin trouble. Filled with
hilarious scenes set in her parent Gyro shop, you just keep wishing you could see the scenes. This book was
so hilarious that | really wished | could "watch" it. Which is super different for me, because | do not care for
movies or tv as much as | do written books.

Hereis all these hilarious scenes and then you add in awildly behaved Greek Domestic dog and you add

perfect slapstick humor. Oh and ancther cute feature of the book are the titles of the book. (I won't tell | will
leave that as your own surprise.) 4 stars 275 pages US $14.99

Available October 2011 from your favorite bookseller of Revell Books, a division of Baker Publishing
Group.

This book was provided for review purposes only by Revell, no payment was received for this review.

Amber Stokes says

A wonderful and quirky Greek family, atrouble-maker dog, a home-hungry preteen, and two struggling
hearts make up the well-rounded and just plain fun cast of Hello, Hollywood! Not to mention the return of
some of the sweet and unique characters that readers were introduced to in Stars Collide, the first book in
this "Backstage Pass" series. Janice Thompson has aflair for creating interesting characters.

The plot is as sweet as baklava with a great message about trusting God with control of our lives and being
grateful for the blessings we have been given. Of course, there is such athing as too much baklava (just trust
me - | know!), and such is the case with this book. Very, very sweet - but the sweetness gets extended a bit
too long in the end to suit my tastes. Of course, it's nice to see a happy ending come to fruition, but it felt like
the story was being stretched a bit more than necessary (in explanations, etc.).

The book did come off asabit "preachy.” In such a case, | think this book is a great one for believers who
arein need of encouragement and some smiles. While there is some conflict (and as Athena notes often,
"conflict iskey!"), Hello, Hollywood! isjust plain happy. If you're looking for some cheer with some extra
fun (like T.V. series chapter titles and adarling "special feature" at the end), say hello to Hello, Hollywood!

*With thanks to Revell Publishing for providing me with a copy of the book in exchange for my honest
opinion.*

“Auvailable September 2011 at your favorite bookseller from Revell, adivision of Baker Publishing Group.”

Lindsey (Booksfor Christian Girls) says

About this book:
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“ Athena Pappas is the head writer on one of the most popular sitcomsin television history. But when Vegas
comedian Stephen Cosse is brought in to beef up the show's suddenly sagging ratings, she startsto worry
about her job. Sparks fly as the competition--and attraction--between the two writers heats up. Athena has
never had a problem scripting the romances of her characters. So why is her own love life so hard to script?
With humor and a Hollywood-insider viewpoint, Hello, Hollywood! deliverslots of laughs as the characters
discover that not being in control of the plot of their lives might just be the best thing that ever happened to
them.”

Series: Book #2 in the “ Backstage Pass’ trilogy. Review of Book #1 Herel

Spiritual Content- A few Scriptures are mentioned & quoted; Prayers & Thanking God; Many Talks about
God & Hiswill/plan; ‘H’s are not capital when referring to God; Many mentions of God & Jesus; Mentions
of prayers, praying, & blessings over food; Mentions of the Bible & Scriptures, Mentions of churches,
church going, & a pastor; Mentions of Heaven; Mentions of blessings & being blessed; Mentions of the
Amish; A few mentions of thanking God; A few mentions of Christians; A few mentions of saints & sinners;
A few mentions of miracles; A couple mentions of those in the Bible; A couple mentions of witnessing; A
couple mentions of aman upstairs (not meaning God); A couple mentions of sins; A mention of across;
*Note: Mentions of an Adonis; A few mentions of evil spirits & demonsin adog; A couple mentions of the
devil; A mention of hell on earth.

Negative Content- Minor cussing including: a‘crummy’, a‘shoot’, a‘shut up’, two ‘idiot’s, three ‘ sucker’s,
six forms of ‘stupid’, and nine ‘dumb’s; Sarcasm & Eyerolling; Mentions of (possibly) wanting to murder a
spouse & going to prison; Mentions of alcohol, adigtillery, & adrinker; Mentions of divorces; A few
mentions of criminals; Mentions of jealousy; A few mentions of (possibly) drowning; A few mentions of
hatred; A few mentions of casinos, poker, & gambling; A few mentions of gossip & rumors; A couple
mentions of drug users & a child being taken away from them; A couple mentions of amom not being in a
daughter’slife; A couple mentions of lies & lying;

*Note: Many, many mentions of celebrities, singers, actorg/actresses, movies, TV shows, songs, characters,
& channels, Mentions of vampires; A couple mentions of Disney & Pixar; A couple mentions of GQ
magazine; A mention of People magazine.

Sexual Content- six cheek kisses, three nose kisses, two forehead kisses, a not-detailed kiss, three barely-
above-not-detailed kisses, two semi-detailed kisses, and two (long) semi-detailed kiss; Touches & Hand
Holding (barely-above-not-detailed); Noticing & Winks (barely-above-not-detailed); a‘baby’ and five forms
of ‘hot’; Mentions of married/dating couples kissing (barely-above-not-detailed); Mentions of kisses &
kissing; Mentions of virgin saints; Mentions of dating, dates, breakups, & exes, Mentions of crushes; A few
mentions of scripting a honeymoon (all that’ s said is that it won't be PG); A few mentions of how sleazy
romance novels describe kisses (up to semi-detailed); A few mentions of a honeymoon; A mention of a
couple playing together (all that's said isthat it's TMI); A mention of a honeymoon night; A mention of a
hushand patting his wife's bottom; Love, falling in love, & the emations;

*Note: Athena mentions her chubby thighs & cellulite at times; A few mentions of aman’s abs.

-Athena Pappas, age 28
1st person P.O.V. of Athena
278 pages

Rk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk Lk

Pre Teens- One Star
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New Teens- One Star

Early High School Teens- Two Stars

Older High School Teens- Three Stars

My personal Rating- Three Stars

Whileit's been such along time since | first read this book, this re-read was still so much fun! There were a
few comments and kisses that | didn’t remember, though, so that lowers the ratings a bit, but it was all
overadl clean. Athena and her family reminded me of Bella and her family, which goes to show me that Miss
Janice does great writing funny families!

Lots of Spiritual Content and I’ m looking forward to reading the next book in the series (again!). ;)

Link to review:
https://booksforchristiangirls.blogsp...

*BFCG may (Read the review to see) recommend this book by this author. It does not mean | recommend all
the books by this author.

Brenda says

Having enjoyed the first book in Janice Thompson's Backstage Pass series | was anxious to read this one. |
must say | think this book just might be better than the first one, with returning characters from the first book
aswell asafew new ones, | found this book to be laugh out loud funny.

Athena Pappas has a pretty full life with her family and friends and even though the ratings have lagged a bit
she still feels pretty secure in her job as head writer for the popular sit com Stars Collide. But when the
producers decide to hire a comedian, Stephen Cosse to help bolster the ratings she suddenly wonders what
will happen if heis a better writer, will her job be in jeopardy? When she meets him she feels an attraction,
and soon nat only is Stephen worming his way into her heart but so has his eleven year old daughter
Brooke.Will they figure out that some of the best thingsin life don't follow a script, or will they guard their
hearts against love?

Thiswas a sweet, funny story. It was easy to imagine the Athena's Greek family. | could easily understand
why Stephen's daughter Brooke was drawn to the Pappas family, they are so warm and welcoming. | always
love when adog isincluded in a story and the introduction of Zeus, the Greek Domestic Dog was totally
funny! It was great to see how Brooke and Zeus connected. The Greek food mentioned in this story realy
had my mouth watering, it sounded delicious!

If you enjoy reading contemporary christian romance with a great flare for humor then you certainly need to
read this book, and while it is the second book in the series | feel like it could be read as a stand alone work,
athough I highly recommend reading the first book in the series aswell.

*A complimentary copy of this book was provided in exchange for an honest review*

Cheryl says
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Athena Pappas is the lead writer for the television show, Stars Collide. Athena s two friends and fellow
writers for the show are Paul and Bob. This season for Stars Collideis avery important one. Thisiswhy
Athena s boss, Rex informs them that the network is bringing in another writer to help.

Athena, Paul and Bob come up with the idea of having the two main stars of the show become pregnant.
They decide that they will have Athena pretend to be pregnant and Paul and Bob will sing sheis having a
baby when their boss comes down to check on them. Thisis all fine except that when Rex arrives, he is not
alone. Standing next to him is a Greek god. Not really but close, it isjust the new writer, Stephen Cosse.

Hello, Hollywood is the second book in the Backstage Pass series. The first book is Stars Collide. From what
| read, most of the characters from the first book are back. Though, you can read these books as stand alone
novels. | have not read the first book but | have read another book from Mrs. Thompson in her Wedding in
Bella series.

There were alot of references made through out this book about Dick Van Dyke and The Alan Brady Show.
Both have comedic momentsin them. | feel like if you are going to reference to shows like this asto how
you want to incorporate things from these shows into your show, which in this caseis Stars Collide than |
better laugh from all the suggestions. | hardly ever laughed at Paul and Bob' s antics. Also, | had a hard time
believing that Athenawould fall head over heels for Stephen the moment that she met him. Stephen and
Athena were supposed to work together yes but | was also led to believe that Athena did not like Stephen
because he was treading on her territory and could possibly take her job. | did like Athena' s family. They
reminded me of the family from My Big Fat Greek Wedding.

Renee says

3.5 stars

There's just something about stories featuring big, close knit families that | love. Janice Thompson's
Weddings by Bella series with the Italian Rossi clan was one of my favorites and | missed the chaos and fun
of the serieswhen it ended. I'm happy to say that if you liked that series as much as | did the second book in
her new series, Backstage Pass brings back that same atmosphere of family and yummy food as her previous
series. Thistime the family is Greek and quite possibly even more fun than the Rossi's! Did | mention that
you might need a tissue--to wipe the drool off of your face from all the yumminess in the book? Baklava,
gyros, and Mr. Tall, Dark, and Handsome...mmhmmm.

Every pageisfilled with humor and there are afew surprising plot twists that add just the right amount of
seriousness. If you are afraid that your faves from Stars Collide are left by the wayside in this book I'm
happy to say you're mistaken. Lenora and her pink Cadillac and Kat and Scott make more than cameo
appearances and there are even afew big surprises for them!

Fans of fun fiction with a Christian message will enjoy this, I'm sure. There's a bit for everyone, even al you
dog lovers. That cute pooch on the cover...well he causes quite the hubbub. If you're looking for alight
weekend read Hello, Hollywood! definitely fits that category.

“Available September 2011 at your favorite bookseller from Revell, adivision of Baker Publishing Group.”

*| received my complimentary review copy from the publisher in exchange for posting my honest opinion of
the book.*
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Jolene says

Sometimesit's hard to be funny, even if you have an natural talent for humor. Athena Pappas knows just how
important it is to be able to produce humor on demand. As head writer for Stars Collide, atelevision sitcom
with sagging ratings, sheisis determinded to introduce a new spark that will put Stars Collide back on the up
and up. When Stephen Cosse, a Vegas comedian, is hired on the writing team, Athena's job suddenly seems
less secure. Stephen is confident, creative, and handsome. As the attraction and competition escal ates
between Athena and Stephen, they must relinquish control and combine their effortsin both the plots of Stars
Collide and their personal lives. They just might find that sometimes the best thingsin life are unscripted.

Hello, Hollywood! by Janice Thompson is alovely contemporary romance and the second book in the
Backstage Pass Series. Although it works well as a stand-alone novel, | enjoyed it so much that | plan to go
back and read the first book in the series, Stars Collide. Thompson's experience as a screenwriter shows
through in the setting and plot of the novel. | felt like | was getting a “ backstage pass’ into what a
screenwriter'slifeislike. | have to admit that |'ve never watched the Dick VVan Dyke Show, so | didn't quite
understand all the referencesto it, but | enjoyed the scenes, nonethel ess. The characters are fun and
authentic. The Pappas family was definitely humorous and enjoyable. However, under al the fun and
merriment of the outer layer of the novel, Athena, Stephen, and several of the supporting characters have
some very serious issues and situations to deal with. The inner layer of depth was what really made this
novel successful for me. | recommend Hello, Hollywood! to fans of Christian romance.

Available September 2011 at your favorite bookseller from Revell, adivision of Baker Publishing Group.

Disclosure of Material Connection: | received this book free from Revell Publishers. | was not required to
write a positive review. The opinions | have expressed are my own. | am disclosing this in accordance with
the Federal Trade Commission’s 16 CFR, Part 255: "Guides Concerning the Use of Endorsements and
Testimonialsin Advertising."

Emily LaVigne says

In Janice Thompson's second installment of her "Backstage Pass" series, Hollywood sitcom writer Athena
Pappas juggles her life as awriter and as amember of aloud, loving Greek family. With adip in ratings,
Athenads life becomes even more complicated when Stephen Cosse is tossed into the mix - anew writer
brought in to boost ratings. |s Athena's job on the line? Will she be able to find balance between her Gyro-
making family, her Hollywood career, and the budding romance between herself and Stephen? Athena finds
herself in the middle of a script that not even the greatest Hollywood writer could produce!

| thoroughly, and | mean thoroughly, enjoyed this book! Thisis the second opportunity | have had to receive
and read one of Janice's books, and | have been blessed both times. Not only is Hello, Hollywood! ariotous
read, this book teaches alot aswell. What | love about the charactersin the book isthat they are not perfect,
and they admit that. They also show how trusting in God and leaning on His understanding is the only way to
make sense out of life. Athena finds herself in more than one crazy situation in this book, and | was able to
learn something through every difficulty she faced. | aso enjoyed reading about Athena's very Greek family.
They seem like they all would be alot of fun to spend time with! And Athena and Stephen? Well, you will
just have to read this book and find out - because | highly recommend it!
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Legal Necessities: | received afree copy of this book from the author and publisher. Thank you, Janice!

Margaret Chind says

Pretty much everything that | said for Stars Collide, the first in the Backstage Pass Seriesis till truein
considering Hello Hollywood our new second in the series. My journey with books by Janice Thompson
started in Contemporary Romantic Comedy, went to Historical Romance and even dipped into Y oung Adult
Fiction. When | found myself with another opportunity to jump into a new Contemporary Romantic Comedy
series | knew that | would be with pure delight during this read and | was not mistaken.

This new series “Backstage Pass’ is an opening into awonderful new world we had ataste of in the last
Weddings by Bella book and in one of Janice's historicals Love Me Tender. Now we are full fledged into the
Hollywood world and it is athrill. The characters come off the page as real life persons that haveit all with
mystery and romance and best of all a Christian faith in a difficult environment.

Although | was not expecting a character shift like many other seriesthat | read, since Weddings by Bella
was all from Bella, thiswas great and entertaining from beginning to end.

Anyone can pick up abook from Janice Hanna Thompson and expect a light-hearted romantic thrill with
laughs here and there. | highly recommend them all!

*Thanks to Revell Books for providing a copy for review.*

Originaly posted: http://creativemadnessmama.com/blog/2...

Amanda says

Good, fast read and a Christian author is always a plus!

Casey says

| love agood escape into afun story. Sometimesin life we just need areally good escape and “Hello
Hollywood”...lI am SO there!

The second novel in the “Backstage Pass’ series is a complete package winner. | felt abit like | wasliving
on a“Dick Van Dyke” set and it was so fun. There was a bit of writer’s humor which | couldn’t help
chuckling at, and Janice Thompson writes situational comedy so well.

| first got to know Athenain the first novel, “ Stars Collide” and | was so thrilled to read her story. Her big
Greek family isahoot and the sparks between her and Stephen...ooo boy. The romance is sweet, but on fire!

But what | loved most about this book is not only the great escape, fun setting and lovable characters, it was
a sweet story from beginning to end. Just enough tension to keep the story moving and me as the reader
invested, and more than enough humor to keep the story entertaining. There is something fun and addictive
about getting into the head of an ever so dlightly sarcastic heroine.
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“Backstage Pass’ is one of new favorites by Thompson, bested only by her “Weddings by Bella” series. She
combines great situational humor, setting and faith and | know I’m awaysin for adelightful read. It might
not always be realistic, but that is what makesit fun! You’'ll laugh and love, hopefully as much as | did.
Thisreview is my honest opinion. Thanks to the publishers for my copy to review.

** Available September 2011 from Revell, adivision of Baker Publishers**

Angelc says

3.5 Stars

If you love sweet contemporary romances, you will really enjoy this book. The romance is very sweet, but
tends to take a backseat to work and family drama.

| enjoyed the insider Hollywood view of Athenas screen-writing team. | also sympathized with Athena
feeling like the men on her team weren't listening to her ideas in meetings. | felt her frustration at feeling like

shewasn't being heard, and it was told in a non-whiny, realistic way.

Since there's a super cute dog on the cover, | was happy to see that Zeus had a decent sized role in the book.
It dwaysfeelslike false advertising if there is a cute animal on the cover, but not in the story.

Sometimes, the book felt like it was written for a bit of an older audience than myself. That is great, but it
might be why | personally didn't completely enjoy it. The romance especialy seemed skewed to an older
reader.

Overall, thisis a cute book with a nice romance and lots of family fun.

“Available September 2011 at your favorite bookseller from Revell, adivision of Baker Publishing Group.”

book sent for review by the publisher

reviewed for http://inthehammockbl og.blogspot.com

L aura says

Titlee HELLO, HOLLYWOOD
Author: Janice Thompson
Publisher: Revell

September 2011

ISBN: 978-0-8007-3346-9
Genre: Inspirational/romance
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Athena Pappas is the head writer on Stars Collide, a sit-com on television. But ratings are going down, and
the best ideas that she and her team of writers are coming up with are old reruns that have already been done
somewhere else.

When Athena’ s boss, Rex, decidesto hire a new comic to work on the writing team none of the writers are
guite sure what to think. Athenais afraid she' s being replaced and wonders if she should just plan to work at
her parents’ restaurant.

When Athena’s great aunt (with the same name) dies, she leaves Athena a strange little Greek dog that
wrecks havoc in Athena s parents' house. She promises to find a new home for the dog, never dreaming that
Stephen would take it for hislittle girl, Brooke. Now the pooch is pampered and Athenafeels her lifeis out
of control. Why is Stephen there? I's he after her job? Or is he after her heart.

HELLO, HOLLYWOOD isthe second book in Ms. Thompson’s Backstage Pass series, but it easily stands
aone. Set in Hollywood, it is stock full of movie stars, blitz and bling, and plenty of drama.

If you like a good romance with plenty of comedy mixed in then HELLO, HOLLYWOOQOD is abook to
consider. Not to mention there is a fun “special feature” included at the end of the book. $14.99. 280 pages.
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