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Where do fairy godmothers come from?

When Birdie goesto visit her grandmother for the first time, she learns that her grandmother is afairy
godmother—which means Birdie's afairy godmother too! Trained by fairiesin amagical land called
Aventurine, human fairy godmothers have been hidden protectors of the world for centuries. Birdie' sfamily
talisman, a singing stone, has been broken, and now only Birdie can use the stone to travel to Aventurine to
repair it.

When she gets there she meets Kerka, awarrior-like girl who has been sent to help her find the other half of
the stone. Will Birdie and K erka have the knowledge and strength to banish the shadow that has come over
both the garden in Aventurine and Birdie's family? One thing's for sure—no one who travelsto Aventurine
will ever be the same again!

For girlswho are fans of Harry Potter and have outgrown the Disney Fairies series and the American Girl
books, the Fairy Godmother Academy is the perfect series—fantasy books filled with magic and adventure
but grounded by contemporary girls and issues.

The series boasts an amazing Web site that alows girls to enter the world they visit in the books. There they
can do activities both on- and offline, vote for things they'd like to see in the books, and connect with other
Fairy Godmother Academy fans.

Join the Fairy Godmother Academy!
Visit the Web site for games, activities, and networking with friends!
www.fairygodmotheracademy.com
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From Reader Review Birdie's Book for online ebook

Jessica Mitchell says

Jessica Mitchell, 11 years old
Birdie's Book
Jan Bozarth

| am totally reading the next book in the series! This story was a perfect combination of everything | likein a
book; Suspense, family issues, fantasy, and a girl main character who has flaws, and isn't a goody-two-shoes
perfect person.

| think the author, Jan Bozarth, did an amazing job describing how the regular, human world changed into
the dreamland, Aventurine, where most of the story takes place.

There are only two reasons | gave this book 4 stars and not 5.

1: The beginning pretty much bored me to death! At the start Birdie was just going to her grandmas house,
and, of course, you knew that whole time that something was going to happen there. So the whole timein
your head you're thinking: 'Are we there yet? When is something good gonna happen?

2: | wish the story went into more depth on the subject of Birdie's family falling apart. Y es, the ancient tree
was rotting, and i guess that represented her whole family. But what does the tree have to do with anything? |
know Birdie's mom went there as akid, but that was just one lady.

But, overall, thiswas a great book. I'm going to the library soon to get the next one.

Julie says

For the intended age group this was a fun book. Theillustrations were alittle distracting, especially when the
words were written over them. The family fight was resolved without any real reason given. | would have
liked more detail about Birdie going into the fairy world. It was sudden and | wasn't really sure if she was
supposed to have fallen aslegp while outside in January or if something else had happened.

| enjoyed the relationship between Birdie and Kerka. | liked how it developed quickly. | liked Granny Mo's
character and would have liked to see more of her. The fairy godmother concept behind the book was
interesting, but not very much information was given on what they do in the role of fairy godmother, maybe
that would come out in later books.

Jamie says

I'm al for characters who are open with their feelings, but nobody talks like this unless they're starring in a
badly written PSA or Very Specia Episode. It's not that the girls are future fairy godmother so much as
they're exposition fairies.

Dixie Conley says

A ddightful, well-written book; however, | would like to add that it really isfor ayounger audience than is
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hinted at in its description. The story was short and overly simplistic for ateen audience, but quite
beautifully detailed and well-told.

J.D.Staton says

This book is difficult for meto rate here, as the quality of the story is so very uneven - making it a 3.0, at
best. The story hooked me right away, creating both the most lovely fantasy and real book settings I've
probably ever encountered. As alife-long lover of nature, beauty, and gardens (especialy flower gardens),
the biologic language of flowers and plants, along with the visual splendor of Mo's gardens and the dream
fairy world (Aventurine), captured my imagination in ways few books have ever done. Just like Birdie, |
couldn't help but be attracted to Mo and the notion of chains of "fairy godmothers®, as well.

Then, the book's technical writing flaws began to become so blatant, they started interrupting my enjoyment
of the story. Time and again, without any attempt at explanation, each of the book's protagonists would just
somehow "know" something and act on that sudden eruption of "knowledge" without any explanation of
where it all came from. Some readers might generously label those episodes as "intuitions' but intuition is
based on previous experiences - experiences that were never hinted at nor explained in any form, nor was
any logical clarification surrounding these mysterious flashes of "knowledge" ever provided either.

It left me, as the reader, feeling as though | was a third party secretly overhearing a story conversation going
on between the author and a mysterious, yet fully informed, other party. In other words, | felt very much an
outsider to the story, rather than an active participant within it. As such, | felt frustrated by the frequent gaps
in disclosures regarding the rules and world-building structures of Aventurine.

There was no consistency regarding how knowledge was obtained or passed along, nor how/why there
erupted extraordinary roller coasters of emotions, midway through the adventure which abruptly ended once
Birdie returned to the "real world". Basic facts such as Birdie's unusual forced weekend study of Latin are
never discussed or explained. This leaves the reader unclear whether it was related to areligious
regquirement, an academic agenda, or some other quirky need. Clearly, it is extraordinarily unusual for a child
of her age to be able to both accurately identify a broad range of plants using conventional English names, let
alone the Latin ones, on top of it. Y et, the reader is given amost no explanation for how/why Birdie aready
had such knowledge, especially as her mom was so opposed to everything connected to the world of Mo
(which would suggest gardening/plants, as well).

Both Birdie and Kerka were amazingly incurious characters who repeatedly failed to ask significant
guestions either of themselves, each other, or of anyone else they came in contact with. With all of the
unfamiliar settings, objects, and experiences they were going through, their |Q levels would have had to be
subnormal for them to have gone through so much with so few questions being asked or answered. Most
preteens would never pursue any serious task/quest with so few questions asked or answered.

At the same time, the author somehow wants the reader to believe that children genuinely assess their own
statements for levels of "whininess'. Having worked with hundreds of children of al ages, as both an RN
and K-8 teacher, | have yet to meet a child who is concerned about their level of complaints, except when
they fear that such statements will invoke brutal punishments viathe adultsin their lives. Having peeked at
another book in this series, it appearsit is the author, herself, who despises children who complain.
Apparently, both questions and complaints go against her value system, which | don't agree with nor find
healthy.

The whole meaning behind the " Shadow Tree" and the dead plants surrounding it were neither explored nor
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explained, making most of the painful events that occurred there meaningless to the reader. Why was Kerka
kidnapped by the "Shadow Tree" and her hair lopped off by the fern? What did those stinging lights
represent and why didn't the fairy queen equip the girls better to protect themselves from al those attacking
creaturesin the "Shadow Land"? Clearly, both Mo and the fairy queen knew much more than they ever
bothered to share with Birdie. Why did they both opt to withhold so much valuable, insightful information
about Aventurine?

None of these questions and dozens of similar ones were even briefly raised or explained anywherein the
book. Birdie didn't seem the least bit upset that both her grandmother and mother had been withholding huge
guantities of important family knowledge/history from her. | know of very few real-world kids who would be
so nonchalant about the range and depth of family deceptions and lies that Birdie had unwittingly been living
amongst.

It would have been far more reasonable for Birdie to have expressed a whole range of emotions upon
returning to the "real world", rather than swinging wildly through emotionsin the "dream world". After all,
she had been used as an innocent "pawn" in her mother's war against her grandmother, since birth. The
author doesn't want readers to seriously look at the impact of that choice on Birdie, so she just breezes right
over it dl, asthough it'sirrelevant and minor - a genuine fantasy, on the author's behalf.

The ending of the book was the weakest part of the whole project. Suddenly, Birdie's mom is rushing home
from London to see her mom who'd she'd despised and spent decades describing asa"crazy old bat" to
anyone who asked???? | understand that this is a fantasy book but this story's resolution is so far beyond
believable as to make ajoke of genuine family discord and painful, intergenerational events. No severely
broken relationships are healed either this rapidly nor as miraculously as this one appearsto. It takes alot of
time to rebuild trust and closeness after such huge family tears. Apparently, despite the author's age, she still
has yet to learn thisfact of life.

The superficiality of the ending and the quick, easy resolution of Birdie's grief about being yanked away
from her treasured home, school, and friendsin Califa, feels deeply disrespectful of the emotions and needs
of children, to me. It's clear, from my perspective, that the author wants to breezily resolve several major
traumas of childhood by "blowing alittle fairy dust" upon them. Clearly, she doesn't have much depth to
herself and, thus, doesn't sense much depth to the internal world of children, either.

There is so much potential in this book's setting, characters, fantasy world, and nature themes that could,
theoretically, encourage, enrich, and engage readers who are making major adaptations to some of the
greatest challenges of life. Sadly, the author doesn't yet live up to the potential of the world she's created.
Hopefully, in future books, she will display much greater depth and sensitivity in her use of Aventurine asa
source of healing, not only of children and families, but of nature/the planet, aswell.

Tara says

Cute and fun. | redly enjoyed it. A very fluffy read, but that's what | wanted.

Laurie says

I'd highly recommend this book even if | weren't involved with this project! Here's the plug | wrote for
Amazon:
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As ateacher and awriter, | loved reading Birdie's Book, the first in the Fairy Godmother Academy Series.
Birdie's challenge -- to save the natural world and to bring estranged family members together -- encourages
all readersto look outside themselves and make areal world impact. In this age where community building is
increasingly important, it's also great to see that there is a website that goes along with the series. Girls can
sign up for a parent-approved, moderated socia network, join their voice in the "Million Girl Choir" and
make unique outfits for Fairy Godmother characters. | definitely recommend this book and website for
parents and teachers of "tween" girls. But any sensitive reader will surely appreciate Birdie's story!

Sarah Crawford says

Birdieis atwelve-year-old girl who has gone to visit her grandmother. Her grandmother and her mother do
not get along for some reason. Her grandmother is a botanist and she shows Birdie around her land, pointing
out atreethat is quiteill.

What happens next is approached as a dream in the story although it could also be something that involves
astral projection, for Birdie goesto seep and travels to a place where there are fairies. The placeis
physically very similar to her grandmother's area, but there is darkness in some places where there had been
light back in the 'real" world.

Birdie meets a girl named Kerka and both girls find out they are basically fairy godmothersin training.
Birdie will become a'godmother’ to plants and is given atask by the queen of the fairies there, that being to
heal the tree in the dark maze which isthat redlities version of the sick tree at her grandmother's.

She does face some dangers along the way as she goes on what isin essence a heroine'sjourney. It'savery
good book, very positive.

Hannah Miller says

| was young when | read this, and | loved it. | loved the magic and surprise, and | was a huge fan of thefirst
book. Then | returned it to the Library, and forgot the name. | read the description and | knew it was the book
| had loved. | was delighted to read it asa child. I'd definately say it's not just for eight-year-olds. ?

Angela says

Thefirst of aseriesbut | didn't find it well-written or compelling enough to seek out more.

Amanda Car penter says

Thiswas agreat start to this series. | enjoy good books that involve a bit of magic or fairies or other
supernatural or paranormal topics. | especially love to find ones like thisfor children or teens. | think it is
important to help teens realize and understand that it's okay to be interested in something supernatural,
paranormal or magical. | think kids would enjoy this book too. | enjoyed the female family line that was
focused on in thisbook. | think it was anicetouch. | liked Birdie and her story and her qualities. | enjoyed
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reading about Kerka and Zally too and ook forward to reading more about them in the next books in the
series. | thought the book was brilliantly written, imaginative and fun! | enjoyed this book and am looking
forward to the rest. | just can't get them at my local library yet.

Christine Rains says

Birdie Cramer Bright is stuck in NY C when al she wantsis green open places. She loves plants and knows
everything about them. When she meets her Granny Mo for the first time, she discovers that a green thumb is
afamily trait that's far more important than she could've imagined. It's the family destiny that every girl in
each generation is afairy godmother. Now it's Birdi€'s turn to prove her worth and enter the realm of the
fairies through her dream.

Thiswas arefreshing change of pace for me. | don't often read children’s books, but I'm glad that | picked up
thisone. It was fun and whimsical. A magical journey in an exotic fantasy land. Birdie's a sweet girl and
brave. A good role model for young girls. | like the dose of reality in this. A rough move for Birdie to a big
city from a California home that she loved. A distant mom that she feels doesn't understand her at all. The
prospect of having to start at a new school. All of it was handled wonderfully.

I'd definitely recommend this to parents who have girls that love to read.

M elissa says

| really tried to like this book--which had alot of potential--but was thoroughly disappointed. | saw the
second book in the series on a recommend table (which space I'm convinced was bought, not independently
chosen on any merit) so | thought perhaps | should start with the first. From the beginning | was disappointed
in the juvenile, stilted and unpracticed writing style. There was so much potential for this book that it feels
wasted on being the "first book." It should have waited in the incubation tank alittle longer.

Liliana says

1. My favorite character in this book is the Grandmother. Sheisrosy and always using her energy to cheer
people up. The Grandmother has areal personality, sheisnot fake at all. And, sheredlly loves flowers. She
iswise like Y oda, because she will only tell abit and you' ve gottafind out the rest by yourself! She actually
reminds me of my guides at Acton Academy. And, | love my school.

Granny Mo isagood and decent person with a caring nature. She cares about everything from people to the
environment. | love her character because she makes me want to be a better person.

2. This book was not the most surprising book that | have ever read. But, in answer to the question ‘ what was
the biggest surprise of the book’ | realized that there was one scene that was actually pretty stunning. Two
characters, Birdie and Kerka have alittle adventure under the water and they discover a magical super

power. They can breath and talk under water! It was amazingly unexpected. | so wish that could do that. It's
too bad that | am not areal mermaid.

3. The book was definitely not the best book i’ ve ever read but | do like the ending it isreally magical. Birdie
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finds that she has powers, and she goes on a great adventure she finds a dying tree while she’ s on her
adventure and she saves the tree with her powers. The ending makes me happy because she saves arotting
with her love and her powers.

Liliana says

***warning
***gpoiler aert

1. My favorite character in this book is the Grandmother. She isrosy and always using her energy to cheer
people up. The Grandmother has areal personality, sheisnot fake at all. And, sheredly loves flowers. She
iswise like Y oda, because she will only tell abit and you’ ve gotta find out the rest by yourself! She actually
reminds me of my guides at Acton Academy. And, | love my school.

Granny Mo isagood and decent person with a caring nature. She cares about everything from people to the
environment. | love her character because she makes me want to be a better person.

2.

This book was not the most surprising book that | have ever read. But, in answer to the question ‘what was
the biggest surprise of the book’ | realized that there was one scene that was actually pretty stunning. Two
characters, Birdie and Kerka have alittle adventure under the water and they discover a magical super
power. They can breath and talk under water! 1t was amazingly unexpected. | so wish that could do that. It's
too bad that | am not areal mermaid.

3.

The book was definitely not the best book i’ ve ever read but | do like the ending it isreally magical. Birdie
finds that she has powers, and she goes on a great adventure she finds a dying tree while she’ s on her
adventure and she saves the tree with her powers. The ending makes me happy because she saves arotting
with her love and her powers.
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