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When Miss Jane Ballenger unexpectedly inherits her brother’ s worldly goods—the furniture, paintings and
bric-a-brac on which he frittered away their entire family fortune—the only thing to do is catalog the lot of it
and sell it off piece by piece. How else will she continue to support Twillins Cottage, the one place she feels
safe? Born with a peculiar hearing problem, Jane has long kept to her isolated home in the woods, content
with the company of afew close friends, and far removed from those who would brand her an idiot and
consign her to life in an asylum. So when the devilishly charming private investigator, Sir Gabriel
Arkwright, turns up on her doorstep to claim her new belongingsin the name of the crown, she'll do
whatever it takes to protect her refuge, her loved-ones, and her well-guarded secret. Even if it means
employing abit of deception.

There are few thingsin life Sir Gabriel Arkwright enjoys more than a good mystery, especially whenit's a
woman. Ever ready to take on an interesting puzzle, he's determined to learn why the enigmatic Miss
Ballenger has hidden herself away from the world. Before he can hope to ferret out the truth, however, Jane
unearths national secrets hidden amongst her brother’ s possessions. Now Gabriel must decide what’s more
important, keeping state secrets out of the hands of a double agent, or protecting the woman who is quickly
becoming more to him than just another mystery to solve...
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OLT says

Y ou know how there are certain romance authors that, based on their writing and way of developing
characters, you just know would make wonderful friends? Like Mary Balogh, for instance? Or Jayne
Fresina? Well, Alissa Johnson is another one, IMO. Her stories are character driven and her characters are
amost aways very appealing to me. Sometimes the stories are quiet, with little action other than personal
interactions, and | am happy with the quietude of the gentle story. This one, however, addsin quite an
entertaining adventure/road trip (no, not the annoying kind of road trip) along with the sweet romance and is
al the better for it.

Johnson has also added in a disability for the heroine. Jane Ballenger suffers since birth from CAPD (central
auditory processing disorder), which causes difficulty processing sounds and conversation, especially in
noisy environments, and some difficulty in producing sounds or words at times, confusing them with similar
ones. Johnson has afamily member who suffers from this disorder and | guess decided to bring it to public
attention to promote a better understanding of the problem, which is not an issue of deafness but of neural
processing.

But imagineit's the 1800s and you suffer from this at atime when the disorder is an unknown and people
just perceive the person as being mentally deficient. That's what's going on in Jane's life. After alifetime of
cruel treatment by others, including her own late father, she is now living an isolated life at Twillins Cottage,
accompanied by an understanding and loving couple, and avoiding as much contact as possible with people
who misunderstand her problem.

When Jane's only relative, brother Edward, diesin Europe, all his belongings are sent to her cottage and
that's when some other troubles begin. Seems that Edward had some secrets and there's something among his
possessions that must be recovered by the Crown. Sir Gabriel Arkwright, the last-standing bachelor of the
three thief takers of this series (A TALENT FOR TRICKERY, #1 and A GIFT FOR GUILE, #2), is charged
with recovering thisinformation and also with keeping it out of the hands of a possible double agent. He also
charges himself with keeping Jane safe.

So that's where the adventure really begins. When the hidden papers are found, off Gabriel and Jane set in
one direction and Jane's caretaker couple and Gabriel's partner in another, to confuse and avoid the bad guys.
There's lots of adventure, jumping off trains, hiding out in the woods, confronting villains, etc, which add
interest to the story, yet it's still essentially a character-driven romance. Gabriel has some issues from his
childhood that have made him the somewhat-troubled man he is today. Some are secrets he has never told to
anyone. And, of course, Jane has this disability and horrendous traumatic childhood experiencesin her past.

Jane has been made to feel ashamed of her hearing problem and does not confide in Gabriel for alarge
portion of the book. Thiswill cause afew problemsin their relationship and in their ability to work together
in avoiding the evildoers. But once Gabriel becomes aware of Jane's disorder, he shows an inordinate amount
of sensitivity and understanding and is the perfect partner for her. And Jane becomes the one person in the
world Gabriel iswilling to reveal thingsin his past to. A perfect pairing of two lovely persons. And a
romance that devel ops slowly and beautifully.

All'in dl, thisisavery good story. | enjoyed the adventures and | loved the romance. Great character
development and excellent slow road to love for the H and h. Good insight into human character and the
human condition shown by the author. This would have been a 5-star read for me, except that | found it slow
at the beginning and didn't really start to fully appreciate it until near the halfway point. Perhaps that's my
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fault because | do tend to be impatient at times (almost always?) but I'm still reserving 5 stars for books that
impatient me loves from beginning to the end.

Jeffrey says

A romantic relationship based on lies, lies, and more lies is doomed to failure. Or isit? Miss Jane Ballenger,
a self-imposed recluse, due to a serious learning disability, has just received her late brother's belongings into
her beloved Twillins cottage. Highly-renown private investigator Sir Gabriel Arkwright shows up on her
doorstep and attempts to confiscate everything in the name of the crown. Heis looking for highly sensitive
espionage secrets hidden somewhere in the late agent's things. A traitor and his band of thugs also show up
and force Gabriel and Jane to flee for their lives. Poor Jane desperately triesto cover up her condition, today
known as Central Auditory Processing Disorder, and Sir Gabriel is simultaneously covering up hisown
shameful past. He leads her on awild and desperate romp through the countryside while the two of them
awkwardly begin to have feelings for each other. Jane's condition causes some dangerous and often
humorous encounters along the way. The author has fashioned a sensitive but unforgettable and lovable
heroine in Jane as the two of them try to come to grips with each other's attempts to cover up their own
secrets. A delightful and engrossing thriller romance that cannot be put down easily.

Mei says

This book is very well worth reading if not for eveyrthing else then for the heroine! Just WOW!!!

As the author says the heroine has a CAPD (central audiotory processing disorder) which affects her lifeina
very bad way. She's sometimes unable to hear and sometimes she's unable to use the correct word, so the
people, who were not familiar with thiskind of disordersin that era, think of her or asacrazy lunatic or a
recluse (which sheis!).

Her condition is wonderfully described and shown since the very first page:

Hit a miss dress atome?

That's what she hears when she opens the door of her home to the hero. Only after she gets what he said:
At home... A tome

Miss dress...Mistress

Mistress at home...

I syour mistress at home?

Isn't it clevery done?

The story is pretty much centered on Jane and Gabriel running from avillain and trying to loose him. It's
their forced being together that makes them discover each others flaws and merits.

| loved how Gabriel was able to appreciate Jane's better qualities and to overlook her quirks as he saw them.

Also his habit of lying and his inability to stop lying and manipulating others have a painful (for him) reason.
But, for Jane he's ready to try and slowly gets better, but never looses the habit completely.
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Both are sweet and honest and their love story is touching and tender.

Jultri says

Sir Gabriel Awkright, one of the famous Thief-Takers, is tasked with approaching the reclusive Jane
Ballenger to take possession, on behalf of the Crown, of the multitude of goods recently bequeathed to her
by her deceased half-brother. He makes his fame and fortune through his skills as a private investigator,
relying on his usually accurate ability to read and anticipate the behaviours of people and respond
accordingly. He finds himself stumped by this unusua young woman, who is unlike anyone he has ever met
- socially awkward, blunt talking and seemingly lacking a sense of humour, and yet intelligent and highly
observant and who, apart from the elderly couple living with her, abstains from any other social contact.

The few locals who claim to know her expressed varying opinions and theories about the woman. None of
them were flattering. She was an ill-mannered snob. She was a sweet girl, but not at all clever. She was
impossibly rude. She was dreadfully shy. Her family kept her hidden away because she was mad as a hatter,
or deaf as post, or illegitimate, epileptic, or an imbecile.

The author does a marvellous job of portraying such complete and contrasting main characters; ahero who is
aneat freak and always meticulously turned out with not a hair out of place falls for the woman with a mob
of unruly curly hair and a proclivity for wrinkly clothes and smudgy cheeks. A man who makes aliving out
of dissembling, deceiving and manipulating people meets his match in a straight-talking woman, who
couldn't lie to save her life. He who spends his life reading people like books, finds the heroine inaccessible
and inscrutable to him like aforeign language. And like the master puzzle-solver that he is, Gabriel cannot
help but be fascinated and entranced.

Jane's increasing confidence as she gets exposed to the world, she had previously hidden from, is masterfully
tackled by the author. The hero's slow comprehension of the mystery of Jane is also dealt with well. My
guibble is that the heroine held on to her secret for too long. How can the truth be worse than what people
already thought of her? AJis agreat writer and her books are always entertaining and well-written without
fail. | remain adevoted fan.

Caz says

I'v given thisan A- at AAR, sothat's 4.5 starsrounded up.

| am at aloss to understand why Alissa Johnson doesn’t seem to get the same kind of attention afforded to
the ‘big-name’ authors of historical romance. Every book of hers I’ ve read has been superbly written,
featuring well-drawn, three-dimensional characters, awell-constructed plot, subtle humour and a beautifully
developed romance — yet for some reason, she’s very underrated. This third book in her Thief Takers series
is another intelligently crafted character-driven romance, this time featuring a devilishly charming private
investigator and a most unusua heroine who are forced to go on the run in order to protect some sensitive
government information.

A Dangerous Deceit begins when Miss Jane Ballenger opens her front door on the extremely attractive face
and person of Sir Gabriel Arkwright, one of the famous Thief Takers, atrio of former police officers who
became instant cel ebrities when they solved a high-profile case of theft and rescued a duchess some ten or
eleven years earlier. The most senior officer — Owen Renderwell — received a viscountcy and his colleagues,
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Arkwright and Samuel Brass were knighted; and the three of them went into business together as private
investigators. Renderwell’ s and Sir Samuel’ s stories are told in the two previous books (A Talent for
Trickery and A Gift for Guile), but all three work perfectly well as standalones — although I’ d definitely
recommend reading them, asthey’re every bit as well-written and enjoyable as this one.

Sir Gabriel explains that he has been engaged by the Foreign Office to come to Jane’ s remote cottage in
order to retrieve some important information that is hidden among the personal effects belonging to her late
brother, Edgar. Edgar spent the past fifteen years living the high lifein St. Petersburg, frittering away his
sister’sfortune as well as his own, leaving Jane with next to nothing. Now she is faced with the prospect of
selling off his possessions so that she can keep aroof over her head and continue to support herself and the
Harmons, the couple who have lived with her and looked after her since she was ten years old.

Jane is flustered — her tiny cottage is crammed to the rafters with trunks and boxes and God knows what else
—but isn’t about to let someone waltz off with what is likely her only source of funds without some sort of
security and insists that Sir Gabriel sign a contract promising the return of the goods once he has found what
heislooking for.

Gabriel is not pleased at the delay, knowing that the information he is seeking poses a great danger to Jane
and her household. But he plays along and agrees to Jane’ s terms, arranging for his team of handpicked men
to make a start on the search as soon as they have finalised their agreement. When, however, a group of men
headed by Foreign Office agent Oscar Kray arrives instead of the team he had requested, Gabriel realises
something iswrong, and quickly and quietly gets Jane and the Harmons away from the cottage and into the
village. It soon becomes clear that isn’'t going to be far enough away and that Kray will stop at nothing to get
hold of the paperwork he believes Gabriel has already found and appropriated.

From then on in, the story becomes a road-trip/adventure yarn whereby Gabriel and Jane have to evade the
clutches of Kray and his team and get the sensitive paperwork sent back by Edgar into the right hands. The
couple has to get out of some tight spots and there’ s never adull moment, but there’ s time for romance and
getting to know each other, too — and it’s here that Ms. Johnson’s gifts for storytelling and characterisation
really come into their own. While Gabriel and Janefall in love over avery short time — just afew days—they
are so well-developed as characters, and their affinity for each other is so strong that it feels as though they —
and we — have known each other for far longer, so there is never the sense that things between them are
progressing too quickly.

Gabriel is gorgeous — handsome, charming and protective, he's the perfect hero. Almost. Because he' salso
devious and manipulative, and he lies to Jane repeatedly throughout the course of the story. The earlier books
in the series have shown Gabriel to be incredibly good at reading people and thus working out exactly how to
approach them to get the desired result. Jane, however presents more of achallenge than anyone he's ever
met; she’'srude, she doesn’t appear to have a sense of humour, she's easily distracted, she' sfiercely
independent ... and it’s difficult to get aread on her, which makes Gabriel’s job that bit trickier. He hates
lying to Jane and hates himself for doing it, but ultimately, everything he says and does is because he wants
to keep her safe. He' s also extremely kind, sensitive and understanding, seeing what Jane terms her
‘affliction’ asaset of quirks, for the first time affording her the chance to find out what it might be like to
have the one thing she has always believed to be beyond her reach —anormal life.

Ms. Johnson says in her author’ s note that she set herself quite the challenge when she decided to write a
heroine with CAPD (Central Auditory Processing Disorder). Of course, in the late Victorian era, when this
book is set, the condition was unknown, and people who had it were dismissed as being, at best, hard of
hearing, or at worst, imbecilic, deviant or even insane. Jane is none of those things of course — but the
treatment she received at the hands of her family, and mistakes she has made as a result of
misunderstandings have made her very wary of mixing with people and fearful of being mocked and
shunned. One website | visited in an attempt to find out more said that people with this condition “can’t
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process what they hear in the same way other people do because their ears and brain don’t fully coordinate.
Something interferes with the way the brain recognizes and interprets sounds, especially speech.” —and the
author does an absolutely terrific job of showing how this affects Jane, right from the opening lines:

“Hit a miss dress a tome?”

Jane Ballenger carefully considered these six words and the gentleman on her doorstep who had just
delivered them.

Hedidn't look like a madman.

“|s she at home? She should be expecting me.”
At home... A tome

Miss dress. Mistress

Mistress at home.

Isyour mistress at home?

The condition is not limited to these sorts of mix-ups; sometimes, for example, it affects Jane’s ability to
remember information, or to pick out one person’s words from a noisy background. Ms. Johnson portrays the
disorder subtly and sensitively, showing clearly that Jane is so much more than her ‘affliction’; that she’'san
intelligent, insightful and compassionate human being with some ‘quirks' (Gabriel’ sterm) that don’t define
her and shouldn’t be allowed to limit her.

Gabriel’ s unconditional acceptance of Jane is what turns him into the best type of romantic hero. His own
backstory and the intrinsic self-loathing that accompanies his lies and manipulations add depth and colour to
his personality, but his perceptiveness and understanding when it comes to Jane and his willingnessto
compromise for her sake are what make him that little bit special and elevate him from your run-of-the-mill
dashing hero into one who is admirable and entirely loveable.

<A Dangerous Deceit is abook to be savoured, even though | was unable to resist devouring it in acouple
of sittings! The romance is sweet and tender — but not without its heated moments — and the adventure plot is
solidly developed and skilfully incorporated into the romantic storyline without overshadowing it. Characters
from the earlier books make cameo appearances, and | especially appreciated another glimpse of the strong
and highly entertaining friendship that exists between Gabriel, Samuel and Renderwell. Fans of character-
driven historical romance shouldn’t missit, and | really hope to read more from Ms. Johnson in the not too
distant future.

Jennifer says

If this were the only Alissa Johnson book I've ever read, | probably would have enjoyed it alot more. Asit
is, I'veread all of her previous books, so thisrates a 1.5 star. Where to start with thisone...I'm not even sure.
Let mejust list the likes and didlikes like | used to. I'm sorry if this couldn't be more constructive and if this
ends up being more of arant than anything.
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***Spoiler aheaj***

What | liked:

1) Alissa Johnson's writing. While it's definitely modern, with very little historical feel to it, it's easy to read
and doesn't make me feel like I'm losing brain cells by the word.

2) The dual povs, athough | couldn't have done without the H's thoughts about al the ow he's ever been
with. (I guess his pov should really be put in the "didn't like" section.) | know it was supposed to make the
reader redlize that what he feels for the h is special but it usually has the opposite effect for me. Maybe I'm
just too old fashioned that way. Would | want to be the last one of many? The one who tames the
stallion/lion/dragon/insert whatever other super macho animal here? The answer isno. No, | don't. That's just
my personal preference, but it's also why | think manwhores are gross. (No offense to those who don't agree.)
3) The affliction that the h has. It's original and I'd never heard of it before. The author does a wonderful job
conveying how utterly frustrating and subsequently demoralizing it is to struggle with something so
misunderstood.

4) Seeing the previous MCs of this seriesis nice, even though | didn't enjoy their stories all that much either.
Strange that.

5) There was absolutely no ow/om drama.

What | didn't like:

1) I'm just disappointed with this author. Y et again. | keep hoping that she'll write a different kind of h, but
she never does. They're always weak, with low self esteem, less beautiful than their male counterpart, and
the list goes on and on. Unfortunately, | think | will stop reading her books. Because while | enjoy how she
writes, the way the H always saves the h from her humdrum reclusive life, revives her previous passions, and
inspires her to try for a better life just doesn't agree with me. While | may not be a hardcore feminist, | do
think that women should be able make their own choices and feel proud of them without the help of a man.
And she definitely shouldn't be doing those things for aman, or because said man encouraged her to do it
and all of asudden she believes she can. Also, the way that almost every single h in Alissa Johnson's stories
has sex with the respective H just doesn't seem true to the time period in which the stories occur. | just don't
believe that the h will be so willing to give up her respectability and run the risk of becoming pregnant, all
because of lust. Or passion. Or whatever. Without any promise of marriage or protection or anything.
Because that just makes the h stupid, naive, or both. And that's not a quality | look for in the h of the story
I'm reading.

2) | don't think the author meant for it to seem like the H takes advantage of the h, but it looks like he does or
at the very least has a complete lack of self control. The situation the MCs find themselvesin would
probably make most readers uncomfortable. They're on the run, she'sin danger, and he's appointed himself
her protector and guardian. He's super experienced with women while she's avirgin. He's in complete control
and hiding things from her while she's vulnerable. Those are the circumstances that surround her
deflowering.

3) Because she's avirgin. Of course.

4) All the secrets and lies. The delicious angst that accompanies awell told story based on liesis missing in
this book. Instead | found myself annoyed and had to compel myself to finish just so | could find out what
the big deals are.

HR-ML says

This story took placein the Victorian era.

Sir Gabriel visited Jane to abtain her |ate brother Edgar's
belongings for the Foreign Office. He thought she was
moody, sweet and clever. She thought he was intrusive
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and used too many innuendos.

Jane had central auditory processing disorder (CAPP) w/
similar symptomsto autism & ADD. Shewas easily dis-
tracted, & did best in aquiet environment. She confused
words |E "please" & "appease” & couldn't always detect
humor or flirtation. Some people in town thought she
was an idiot. She had an unhappy past experiences that
reinforced her distrust of people.

Together the leads went on aroad trip to learn the truth
about her brother. They stayed at an inn, where she
became lost b/c she'd forgotten the room #.

At first Gabe thought she was aliar. Over time he gave
Jane kudos for her strength in facing the complexities
of the world as she managed her disability. A touching
love story with just adash of mystery.

Rachel (BAVR) says

Thisisactually pretty fun once you get past the tedious beginning. There is an actual adventure in which
things happen, and although the great conspiracy plot gets kind of muddled, it makes 99% more sense than
most mystery plotsI've read in HR. The main characters have the added benefit of actually being
memorable. Jane, who is hard of hearing and tragically "different” in atime when being different can be
dangerous, is a believable self-exile with a good heart. Gabriel isarogue and aliar and probably the best guy
to have with you if you're trying to outrun an assassin or any other baddie. Their romanceis aslow burn, and
Johnson accomplishes at convincing me that they actually care about each other. So al in all, agood,
entertaining read.

Gudrun says

| couldn't get into the book, so | gave up.

Mary says

| haven't read the first two books in this seriesand | haveto say | likely won't. "Nearly A Lady" isthe first
book | ever read by this author and it was GREAT! However this just made "A Dangerous Deceit" more
disappointing than if 1'd read it first. There was less dialogue between characters it seemed in this one and
overall the two main characters were rather melancholy. As someone who likes reading fiction as an escape
from the less than pleasant aspects of real, everyday life | didn't like characters who pull areader down with
them so much. They both spent way more time in their own gloomy thoughts than in dialogue with each
other. | also found the amount of swearing by a"lady" and aman in the presence of said lady annoying. For
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that time period it would've been SHOCKING behavior for either of them. Jane had most recently spent
several years of her life with an elderly, genteel woman and her husband who almost certainly would've
instructed their charge better; Gabriel who lived as part of high society might have uttered afew four letter
words but only around other men or in his head. | don't have the mouth of a saint myself but | found multiple
abuses of God's name and miscellaneous cussing here excessive.

While I'm on this soapbox I'll also say that I'm wondering if ALL of this author's heroes are going to sleep
with the heroines before they marry them. Sex out of wedlock is another thing that was very much frowned
upon at that time and the most lustful man likely wouldn't have risked wrecking the reputation of awoman
he truly loved.(While he would have gotten off more easily, his own reputation could take a hit if he slept
around alot). Maybe I'm naive as to just how many covered up incidents there were in history. That said, my
own imagination works fine for me if steamy romance is merely aluded to and | don't think the brief
descriptions really add that much to her stories, just saying. Obviously al of thisisjust my viewpoint.
Anyway I'll end my lengthy review (rant ;)) by saying | hope it's helpful to someone and | really hope this
author isn't aone hit wonder for me. Happy Reading!

Upon reading several other people's comments | discovered that thereisin fact an explanation for Jane's
condition (CAPD). It's horrifying how she was treated because people didn't understand it and | applaud the
author for masterfully illustrating the harm that can come from making assumptions about someone who is
different in away we don't understand. Humanity will never know all there isto know but that doesn't mean
we should stop trying to learn.

Blackjack says

(B+) - Very enjoyable road-trip romance with a heroine who has a unique perspective on the world. | haveto
admit that the heroine's auditory disorder is one of the main draws for picking this book up, and the author's
treatment of Jane's hearing loss and how it impacts her life was very well executed. Throughout the entire
story, we get to see in numerous examples how much Jane's life depends on her ability to read peopl€'s lips
and the danger sheisin when visualization is not possible in a conversation. | found too that the need for
Jane to filter out multiple noise sources was quite fascinating. It reminds me of my autistic nephew's
difficulty with over-stimulation. Above all, | think | was most struck by Jane's bravery given that shetriesto
hide her disability out of fear of social persecution. The fact that Jane has along history of being treated with
censure for her difference from others only lendsitself to the fear for her in the present moment of the story.

The books begins with the arrival of Gabriel on Jane's doorstep. Gabriel is a private investigator hired by the
government to collect the belongings of Jane's deceased brother, who was a spy for the Crown. Jane does not
know that her brother was a spy but she had been hoping to sell her brother's possessions given her dire
financial situation. Therefore, Gabriel's arrival is not well-received. In addition to not wanting to relinquish
her brother's things, it aso puts her at a distinct disadvantage since she is |oathe to spend much time with a
stranger and quite protective of her disability and the secret life she has created for herself. She also is not
accustomed to being around men, and Gabriel is uncomfortably attractive and self-assured, which forces her
to confront her own lack of self-confidence. | thoroughly enjoyed the characterization of Gabriel, who is
both fitting as a hero of aromance but also kind and considerate. He knows already from his preliminary
investigations that Jane is a hermit and, according to the villagers, very odd. He just does not know why she
is so mysterious and "quirky," in his own words. | really appreciated that he wanted to understand her better
and found her endearing enough to keep trying despite her brittleness and at times off-putting mannerisms.
Gabriel would be a great hero in any romance, but | think pairing him with a cranky and standoffish heroine
workswell here in this novel.
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Having said that, | did have reservations at times about the disadvantages Jane feelsin aromance with such a
handsome, charismatic and accomplished man. | would imagine most women would, and Jane's
disadvantages are considerable. I'm not sure | completely bought into why Gabriel fell in love with her or
whether the author convinced me of their romance as much as | would have liked. Power dynamics are an
important part of romances, and here, Gabriel amost always has the upper hand. | also found the romance
more sweet than passionate. Given Jane's afflictions and history of mistreatment, | really wanted Gabriel to
fedl tremendous passion for her and I'm not sure he did, or at least enough.

The road story aspect is handled so well though. Gabriel convinces Jane to flee with him for her safety, and
the dangers they encounter as they are tracked across the country by villains feel very threatening. They also
allow Gabriel to demonstrate his considerable skills in dodging threats and protecting the heroine. Thereisa
subplot as well concerning the fantastical lying capabilities Gabriel exhibits. Heis a chronic deceiver and can
barely control lying in all kinds of situations, which endangers his ability to win over Jane's trust. |
appreciate that they work this out in arealistic way and that being in atrusting relationship is one thing Jane
can do for Gabridl.

Thisismy first Alissa Johnson novel and I am keen to read more.

Janga says

Another five-star Alyssa Johnson book completed, and once again | am left to wonder why historical
romance readers are not raving about this author and putting her books on bestseller lists. Sheis a gifted
writer, and the heroine of this one is one of the most interesting and unusual heroines | have encountered in a
long while.

Ali says

| truly don't understand why this author is not named with some of the best in the business.

Sar ah says

A new to me author and | will definitely keep a eye out for more of her work. Thiswas afun, easy read. The
characters were interesting and not cookie-cutter. The story kept the pages turning without overshadowing
the relationship development. Easy 4 stars.

Elodie says

It was a beautiful story of two persons hiding who they redly are.

Jane suffered alot from the garbled opinion other people have from her, so she now prefers to hide than be
bullied and be called name because of her deficiency. Ill treatments and years in an asylum taught her to
avoid crowds and too long conversations. She appears blunt and harsh but she feels safe thisway.

Gabriel presents to the world a different man depending of the situation, he might not have liked being
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compared to areptile but he is a chameleon, he wears his skin like a disguise. Why Jane unsettles him, he
painsto get afull picture of her, sheisrather unpredictable so he does not know which role to play with her.

I’m not agreat fan of spies stories but here it was yes a spy tale but also an incredible road trip during which
they learned about themselves and another.

Evenif | was hurrying Jane to confess Gabriel her secret to Gabriel, | do understood she needed time to trust,
and winning her confidence is not afew minutes task. The span of time was rather short so it was
comprehensible they tasted their faith in each other and did not gave it easily.

I love how the author brings the characters together, how they get to know another, there are very few angsty
moments and no real miscommunications, it was more about misinterpretations and lack of knowledge but
they were not afraid to talk and sort out their differences.
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