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Juniper Sawfeather is choosing which college to attend after graduation from West Olympia High School
next year. She wantsto go to San Diego to be far away from her environmental activist parents. They expect
her to think the way they do, but having to be constantly fighting causes makes it difficult to be an average
17-year-old high school student. Why do her parents have to be so out there?

Everything changes when she and her father rush to the beach after areported oil spill. As they document the
damage, June discovers three humans washed up on the beach, struggling to breathe through the oil coating
their skin. At first she thinks they must be surfers, but as she gets closer, she realizes these aren't human at
al. They're mermaids!

Now begins a complex story of intrigue, conspiracy and manipulation as June, her parents, a marine biol ogist
and his handsome young intern, her best friend, the popular clique at school and the oil company fight over
the fate of the mermaids.
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Allies Opinions says

| really enjoyed this book. The depth of the main character is amazing. Y ou can redlly feel her struggle with
not wanting to be thought of as crazy like her parents. Toward the end she come's to realize that what her
parents fight for is more important than all else. Juniper isavery likable character. | really enjoyed getting to
see the world through her eyes. Also, her parents are pretty stinking awesome too.

Honestly, who doesn't want mermaids to be real? This book brings up alot of great points about our
compassion ( or lack there of) for creatures other than ourselves. It brings the question.....would we care
more about the pollution of our oceansif sentient humanoid like creatures lived there?

| wholeheartedly recommend this book!

Kirstie says

Cry of the Seaby D. G. Driver was avery interesting book about the mystery behind mermaids. It was
structured differently than any other mermaid book | have read for the young adult audience. The story itself
was quite realistic when it comes to this situation happening in real life. | believe that the people around us
would act in thisway.

The main character, Juniper Sawfeather (or June), isa 17 year old girl living in Washington with her activist
father and lawyer mother. | really liked the connection that June had with her parents but mostly the
connection she had with her father. The first few chapters made me smile as they joked around and had a tiny
little wrestling fight before making dinner. June does not want to follow her mother's footprints and wants to
be part of the dirty work when it comesto taking care of the environment.

This book is different when it came to the mermaids portion because the author didn't make them seem
almost completely human. She described them as having webbed fingers, holes for ears, and gils on their
necks. This gave me an interesting image as | was reading through the description of the mermaids. It made
me see them in amore reaistic light besides the normal way most authors portray them. | would imagine
mermaids looking like this if they were real because they are an evolution from fish. Just having afish tail
isn't enough.

[ WARNING THIS CONTAINS SPOILERS ]

When it comesto the story, it was very good. It starts out with June and her father needing to go down to the
ocean because there has been an oil leak thanksto an oil company called Affron Oil. They have leaked oil
into the ocean and they will need to go down to report this happening plus help out the animals. Thisis
where they find three mermaids that they need to save. Two die pretty quickly but they transfer one to the
Aberdeen Sea Mammal Rescue Center. A young man named Carter Crowe comes to help them transfer fish
back to the center. Y ou can tell quickly that June and Carter have a connection and that was a good
connection to keep me wanting more of them. He seemed perfect for her considering his background and the
fact they have alot in common.

The conflict concerning the mermaids started to become suspicious when two Affron "spies' came to check
on the center and they seemed to be looking for the mermaids... asif they knew they had them. Afterwards,
some conflict happens when June sends her best friend, Haley, a video of the mermaids. She ends up sending
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the video to the mean girl, Regina, and she getsit to become viral. This causes June'slife to become more
hectic. The most annoying part of this was Regina and her friends. | wanted to shake them and tell them to
go away because they were not wanted.

Thelast portion of the book was about June trying to figure out Affron Oil's secret. It was obvious that they
knew about the mermaids before June and her father found them. So what were they doing? What do they
want with the mermaids? It was interesting to find out that they secretly had 100s of mermaidsin thistiny
tank! | felt so bad for them and choked up alittle when some of them died.

Overall, this book was pretty good and | would recommend it to people if they wanted to read about a
mermaid story that was more redlistic. | enjoyed the cute romance and | wish | could read more about them.
To see what June actually decides to do. Possibly stay in Washington with Carter to try and find her
mermaid? | would also read a novella by this author about the mermaids and that land.

Rachel says

What an amazing story! Juniper (June) is ayoung woman of substance and holds firm to who she is despite
heavy pressure from her parents and peers at school. She's the kind of role model for girlsthat | loveto seein
Y A books.

As expected, this book has a strong message about environmentalism but I'm impressed that the author was
ableto convey it without sounding preachy in the slightest. Y ou're not going to get a sermon but you will see
enough of the damage caused by oil spillsto be horrified by it. To be honest, I'm barely interested in the
subject but | went through a whole range of emotions and | cared about what was happening. Ladies and
gentlemen, that can only be credited to awriter with great talent.

The events of this story are linked back to traditional mermaid |ore, which actually made them sound
plausible. Unlike other mermaid stories, they aren't described here as anything remotely human. They have
silvery skin, gills, no nose or hair, and are incapable of speech.

So... if you're looking for a book with a strong heroine and something fresh and unique to offer, thisisfor
you.

Anita says

My Review:

| feel so bad because | was approached to review this book early last month. When D. G. Driver approached
me | was just getting ready to leave on my cruise vacation, couple that with the fact that I've never read a
'mermaid' themed book, it seemed like it was the perfect read for the trip. Then | get there, and reading inside
seemed kind of silly since | was on vacation to be outside in the beautiful sun and heat, and reading on my
iPad outside is nearly impossible - if nothing else, it's not good for my eyes. So | didn't read thiswhile on
vacation. And then it's taken me afew weeksin addition to get to it. | just hope she didn't think 1'd forgotten
about her.

As| said, | have never read a mermaid book, mostly because | have a very difficult time with a half/half
species relationship concept. | know that there's the whole "they turn to humans when dry" aspect, but | don't
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know - | mean they are half fish, and the normal theme of mermaid with human just never really appealed to
me. (I feel abit hypocritical because | do like werewolves and vampires and such, it'sjust asilly preference |
suppose.) However, this book is not your typical "Little Mermaid" themed kind of book. Imagine
discovering a new species - one that is human-like as some apes and monkeys are,, and yet very much like a
afish too. This appealsto me.

What | Loved: The story-line if this book was great, we have atypical teenager trying to bust the seams of
her parent's mold and do her own thing. Juniper's making her way in life while not abandoning her
upbringing. | likethat. | like that her relationship with her parents seemed to be pretty realistic; once the dust
settles from an argument, they are still afamily and work through their issues.

Any kind of animal activism | can stand behind, even if thisis based upon a mythological creature, alot of
things till stand true. Do we ever stop and think about the emotions of animals that we treat as objects? |
don't mean your pets, but what about other animals. Cows? Goats? Do you want to know what caused me to
become Vegan? People posting silly animal videos on Facebook - and watching them and realizing that these
animals were expressing happiness, joy, love, at times compassion toward one another - sometimes toward
animals that weren't even their own species. Sometimes animals show more humanity than humans, | think.
So abook that has even alittle hint of compassion and love towards animals - no matter what kind, is good
to me.

But that's not the only reason this book was good. Thisisawell written young adult book with conflict and
some action, some teen drama and a touch of romance.

Not So Much: Thisisan opinion on a character rather than on the book itself, but | will say that | wasn't
found of Juniper's mother, she was pretty over bearing and didn't have many redeeming qualities. Near the
end | was wondering what was going to happen with that relationship, because she was just alittle over the
top. Then her dramatics were kind of shoved aside and never redlly revisited.

Rating: 4 Stars - A good book, great for teenagers!
Rated: PG - very appropriate for younger eyes.

Marla says

Thisisthe second book I've read by D.G. Driver and | REALLY enjoyed it. Driver has agreat voice for
young adult and really pulls the reader into the story. She makes the reader care for the characters. Juniper
Sawfeather is asenior in high school and her parents are environmentalists so of course she gets sucked into
their causes even if she might not want to be involved. After making her parents mad when she says she
doesn't want to go to their college of choice, she goes with her Dad to an ail spill along the shores of
Washington State the oil company Affron has caused, the company her Mom is trying to stop from shipping
oil until their ships are fixed. While along the shore, they stumble upon three mermaids who are covered in
oil and trying to breathe. Soon everything gets out of control as the news about the mermaids ends up on
YouTube.

Driver does a great job of showing the struggles of ateenager on the verge of adulthood trying to be akid yet
trying to be mature about their choices. There is great character development. | ook forward to seeing what
other trouble Juniper can get into. | had a hard time putting this one down and when | wasn't reading it, | was
thinking about Juniper and the mermaid.

| want to thank the author for a copy of the book for an honest review.
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R.A. White says

5 Stars!

Thisisastory about ateenager, but unlike many teen leads, Juniper Sawfeather didn't drive me crazy. In
some ways she does fill the typical teen role--she has a best friend, she can't seem to fit in, her parents drive
her crazy--but not in an annoying way. Unlike most of the teens |'ve read, she has real goals like making the
world better and a specific degree in college, and doesn't fill the pages obsessing over boys. | mean, sheis
interested in aboy, but | appreciated the way it was handled. Refreshing. Education is so important to her
and to her family, but asareader | didn't feel preached at. It'sjust part of their lives. A part they argue about,
lol.

| got so involved in June'slife for a chapter or two that | forgot it was a book about mermaids! | almost
exclusively pick up books of fantasy, so | should have been expecting something, but | was caught up in her
world and forgot all about it. June's parents are environmentalists and she comes into contact with the
mermaids when she helps her dad rescue animals from an oil spill.

I chose to review this book on my blog because | believeit's agreat example of diversity. June has a Native
American heritage, which playsinto the story quite abit, but at the same time, the story isn't about the
struggles of being a Native American. It's apart of her life, but not the focus of the story.

Sexual Content: None. There isaromantic interest, but it's all sweet and un-irritating and the guy is actually
realistic and likeable. Y es, he likes her, but it's not that swooning-oh-I-would-do-anything-for-you-you're-
the-center-of -my-universe-for-no-apparent-reason nonsense that | so often whine about.

Language: | can't remember any foul language at al. Sorry if |1 missed something.

Violence: Aside from an oil company sending out aleaky tanker and wreaking havoc on the ocean and
everything init, none.

Overall Plot/Message: The story feels completely character driven and yet has a solid plot and isfull of
message. Readers who are anti-environmental protection may not appreciate it, but | certainly did.

My blog: rawhitebooksandmore(dot)weebly(dot)com

Katy says

This fantasy was so well-written and grounded in the real world, the fantasy element was absolutely
believable! The author uses all five senses to bring the reader into the world of these fabulous characters.
Juneisso REAL | kept wondering if the author had based her on aliving person! She's aredistic teen--
mature in many ways but still self-conscious and endearingly awkward. This reader connected strongly with
her and will be reading the next in the series! The most intriguing part of this story was how realistic the
mermaids were portrayed. Y ou won't find Ariel in this story! Recommended for anyone who loves Y A
fantasy and clean reads, though there are afew mild curse words.
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Victoria says

"Cry of the Sea" isabeautifully written, emotional and inspiring story. It is awonderfully told novel with
messages about finding ourselves, being true to who we are and it also helps rai se awareness about
environmental issues. The characters started out interesting and full of good intent.

| enjoyed this book throughly from start to finish. And | am very excited to have discovered this new (to me)
author. Looking forward to her other books!

Cindy says

Book Review: Cry of the Seaby D.G. Driver
(Spoilers? Maybe, | can't be certain what | write isn't atypical review, it's just honest and everywhere.)

Thisis another fabulous read by Ms. D.G. Driver! If | was ever told that my parents raised me to be exactly
like them, I'd freak too! Being a senior and aloser with only one other friend who happens to be your
neighbor and every thing bad that linked you, contaminated her too was pure bad luck. But as luck may have
it, June finds the adventure and friends for life. With two famous parents of the Indian American culture,
Mother Nature is at the top of the totem pole. She's wonderful, great and if anything threatens her and her
Nature, the Sawfeather family members are there. June's dad is major environmental activist and her mother
isalawyer for the environment going after big companies and anyone who threatensillegally and
inhumanely. Although she'slived awhole 17 years under their lifestyle, it's hard to deny June wants
something similar but not exact. Not until she meets Carter. He's a freshman in college and a hunk who
doesn't careif she's stinky from dead animals or covered in dirt and sand from the ocean. He sees the pure
heart of someone who cares about the world, about their one Mermaid. Going through self realization of who
you wanna be, who didn't you want to be, whao's your friend and why your reputation and popularity isn't up
to par, she finds herself and finally together with her bff/neighbor that being who they thought they wanted
to beisn't al that. What's important is rescuing June and Carter's friend the mermaid.

The mermaid wasn't described as legends have painted them to be seem as but they were as lovely and can
communicate. | do wonder... Is there more to June than what she knows? How isthat she can communicate
with the mermaid? I's there a sequel where we find out June is a mermaid too? But then they don't really ook
al human like Ariel | The Little Mermaid. Will June ever get to meet her mermaid friend again? Were the
legends true of the mermaids and the killer whales and is there any magic involved? Can they transform?
Why are they surfacing when crisis like oil spills occur but not swim deeper out into the sea? I's there a short
story on the history and story of the mermaids and why they're surfacing or a persona story of the legends?
Hearing when amermaid dies is the saddest part of the story. But knowing this story is so much more..
heritage, high school and popularity drama, finding yourself, knowing who your friends are at the most
important moments of your life, caring for the environment and bringing awareness about oil spills and large
companies and how they can also corrupt the system and use false lies and hopes to cover up, finding lovein
the least likely places of all and knowing your parents support your every decision no matter how many
mistakes, mishaps or what you choose and they are with you all the way even though the steps there could be
bumpy.

And enjoyable fresh read!

Caroline says
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'Cry of the Sea' had me at mermaids.
I was hooked when | learned that these weren't Disney mermaids, but what the author believes mermaids
may be likeif they evolved naturally in the ocean.

All June wants to do is graduate high school and go to college in California, where people won't know her as
the daughter of the environmental activists. Asit is, she's pretty much an outcast in school. She spends her
free time saving the whales instead of hanging out at the mall.

Then, an oil spill occurs. When June and her father rush to the beach to film the destruction before the oil
company can cover it up, she's shocked to discover what she believes are three humans lying on the beach,
coated in oil. Upon arriving at their side, ready to help, she realizes that they are not humans. They are
mermaids.

This begins her rush to save the mermaids and hopefully use the tragedy of their injury asaway to finally
put a stop to the oil companies and their lack of care for the Earth.

Along the way she teams up with college marine biology intern named Carter, who just happens to be easy
on the eyes, aswell as the group of popular girls at school, much to her dismay.

This story was al over the place, in agood way. | never really knew what would happen next. The ending
wasn't what | wanted, but | think it takes a brave author to not give their readers the ending they want. The
ending made sense.

| really want to read more about the mermaids and June and her other adventures. Carter being there
wouldn't hurt either.

* NOTE: This book is published by the company | work for and | do receive royalties on sales for my work
designing the cover. Despite that, | till think thisis an amazing book and highly recommend it. | feel
honored to have had the privilege of designing a cover for such an amazing story by such an amazing author.

Lisa'sKids Book Reviews says

Juniper Sawfeather, June for short, is 17, in her last year of high school, and anxious to leave home to go
away to college. Really, she just wantsto get away from her overbearing activist parents. While her momisa
leading environmental lawyer and father runsto save animals from oil spills, fight deforestation, and so on,
June understands their plight, having always helped the best she could, but she wants to pursue a career in
whatever direction she feels best. That's the way this novel begins, but it soon turns into a fast-paced page-
turner full of suspense, shocking events, betrayal, poor judgement, and absol ute unforeseen mystery.

Asatypical high school senior, June, isn't the most popular, frankly, she has one best friend, though arriving
late to school on occasion and an assemblage of news reports about her parents' every protest, save this
animal or that plant, certainly took itstoll on her social life. That's not the most important thing to June. She
really does care about the earth and all who inhabit it. She even cares about what her family does for aliving,
only sometimesit's hard to live life when others sneer and make snide remarks. She'sused to it, it's been
happening al her life.

During atypical emergency mission June accompanies her father, she discovers something other than marine
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creatures struggling to survive on a beach after an oil spill. As soon as she makes this discovery, the novel
leads you through one situation after another, uncovering the truth, or are they al just lies. The novel unfolds
nicely, keeping the reader in suspense the entire time. Thereis no lag in the events which take place nor is
there any disappointment in what is uncovered or revealed. It is abit startling and shocking to learn who
commits betrayal against her, though June did use poor judgement. Can this betrayal be reversed?

Asif finding mermaids isn't excitement enough, losing them only adds to the thrill of reading this story. It is
guaranteed that you will not want to put this book down and you will feel compelled to read all the way to
the end to absorb every last detail about the discovery, afriend's betrayal, an unlikely pairing of friends, the
beginnings of romance, and the mystery of the mermaids. The characters are so real to lifeit'sasif you know
them and any teen would be begging June to allow them to go with her on her quest to save the mermaids.
Thisis by far one of the best, well-written, excellent book for young adult readers and above.

Aliah says

| started reading Cry Of The Seaon arainy Thursday , and for the next two and a half daysit completely
kept me occupied . The book was written by D. G. River . It's about a high school student named Juniper.
She'sredly just trying to get through her last year of high school , while dealing with her parents and their
high expectations of her . Her parents are expecting her to follow the stones they set in the ground and
become an environmental activist like they have been grooming her to be, but juniper (June) has different
plans. Before she knows it she goes from worrying about high school problems to worrying about saving a
life. She makes an amazing discovery during an oil spill clean up with her father, and becomes passionately
concerned with helping these new strange creatures.

This book was interesting , | had reservations at first about the book being preachy because of the activist
parents and the focus on ail spillsin the ocean , but this managed to teach me a few things and keep me
engaged in the story . In the beginning of this book the author takes the time to help you become well
acquainted with the charactersin June 'sworld . the book picks up after the introductions ,and it takes you for
aride. You find yourself becoming actively angry with the supporting characters asiif they were people you
knew personally .The lack of support that was given to June by her best friend and her parents, had me
reading the book in such an animated way . | must have looked insane waving my hands at big moments will
reading on the train . This book is a balance between YA and YA fantasy. Y ou have alittle fantasy , but you
also have enough environmental talk to make this book the best of both worlds . Y ou have romance , nice PG
romance that has you rooting for the couple from the moment they meet . The story also managed to teach
you about Juniper's native American background in an engaging way . My only problem with this book was
the ending , it left me with a hunger for more, seriously , | need a sequel

Overall | realy enjoyed Cry Of The Sea. | really can see a continuation of thisstory , and | hope that the
author is planning one . Please do your self afavor and pick up this book !!

Ange says
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Cry of the Seawas unlike any mermaid story I've ever read. It was full of intrigue, passion, activism with a
great message and it had a satisfying end.

June (Juniper Sawfeather), isa 17 year old senior whose parents are full time activists who have dragged her
along with them to protests and oil and pollution clean ups her whole life. As much as her parents want her
to follow in their footsteps, June is adamant that she is going to be a Marine biologist and study at a
university far away from her parents and their crazy lifestyle.

Thereisamassive oil spillage and June helps her dad on the initial evaluation of the damage at a small
beach, when she discovers what she thought were humans, but at a closer look they have features that can
only be mermaids dying on the shore, covered in copious amounts of oil.

June and her Dad have to play this smart and they have to do it quickly before the oil company gets wind of
it.

The mermaids are taken to a marine clean-up facility where the intern Carter joins their crusade to protect the
precious find.

Somehow the oil company gets wind of the mermaids and that's when the battle to save these precious
creatures begins.

June is a beautiful young woman who knows what she wantsin life. And she isn't bothered by her image or
what the other kids at school think of her and her crazy parents. She has many enviable qualities.

Carter isthe dream guy that makes you swoon. He's smart, funny and caring.

The chemistry between these two is instant and June's reactions brought back fond memories of my teenage
years! Especially with the nasty popular kids trying to get in on the action. Seems like schools all around the
world have the same cliche groups!

Thereisavery strong activism theme that runs through the book, and at timesit lost me alittle, but | was
easily brought back to topic.

| really enjoyed the different take on mermaids. I'd love to see a drawing of what the author describes, just so
the picture could be clearer in my mind, although Ms. Driver's description was excellent.

What really blows my mind is that this could quite possibly be areality. An extremely exciting prospect!
The tragedy of the oil spill isredlity that is very disturbing. The author clearly has a great knowledge or
experiencein thisfield.

| really enjoyed this story and the seriousness of the topic. It made me realise that oil spills probably happen
alot more often than we realise.

M egan says

For you eco-friendly and mermaid loving fans, you'll want to pick up this young adult novel.

Disclaimer: The author of this book was kind enough to reach out to me on Twitter about Cry of the Sea. She
offered me adigital copy in return for my honest review, so hereitis.

Normally, I'm not one to pass up ayoung adult novel, but | will say this one probably would not have caught
my eye or even been on my radar if it hadn't been for D.G. Driver. While | do have an interest in mythical
creatures, mermaids have never been one to spark my interest. I'll admit, I've even been stuck in the vampire
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and werewolf realm for too long, so reading about another mythical being was sort of refreshing. However,
this book isn't just about mermaids.

Cry of the Seafocuses around a high-school girl, Juniper Sawfeather. She is your typical teenage girl caught
up in anot so typical lifestyle due to her activist parents. After amassive oil spill off the coast, June's
journey in self-discovery takes many twists and turns as her and her father come across some unusual sea
creatures who wash up on the shore covered in oil. With their new discovery of these human-like fish, things
begin to get alittle out of hand. People become curious about the mermaids, the company behind the oil spill
becomes more of athreat than they ever imagined, and it becomes obvious how people can lose sight of the
bigger picture when such rare things distract you from your mission. In the end, this environmentalism
driven novel shows how one person, June, with alittle help can be heroine not only for a cause but for
herself.

When | first started reading this book, | was a bit skeptical. | thought it was going to be cheesy or even too
juvenile for me, but that was not the case. Driver's perception of mermaids is nothing compared to the
Disney version. Don't expect these creatures to start singing a show-stopping tune. They are by no means
flawless in beauty or capable of making deals with giant octopus'sin return for sealegs. The mermaidsin
this book are given a "rough around the edges" approach. They are simply just sea creatures that people do
not fully understand and are in danger of the public's fascination and irresponsible actions.

As| put the mermaids aside and focus on the overall theme of this book, | really enjoyed this story more than
| thought it would. | remember what it was like to not know my path in life or think | knew what | wanted to
do. Sometimes we need certain moments in our lives to define us. We need those moments to guide us and
open our eyesto what really mattersin life and what we truly believe in fighting for. Cry of the Sea does just
that. The writing flowed from page to page making this avery easy and fast read. The character dynamics
were well developed and while | wasn't afan of the high-school drama at times, | understood why it was
included and stay true to the nature of the book and the main character.

I recommend this book if you're someone who enjoys the curiosity of mermaids, believesin creating a more
eco-friendly environment for ourselves and other forms of life and likes rooting for the underdog.

L.T. Kirk says

Cry of the seais atruly amazing book by an incredible author. Don't let the subject matter of Mermaids fool
you; thisis not your typical fantasy. The mermaids are not like any creatures you have ever pictured. This
story isriveting and relevant, with a complex plot that twists and turns taking the reader on a breathtaking
journey. It was written with the Y oung Adult audience in mind but it has something rewarding for every
reader. | was unable to put it down and had devoured every pagein no time at al. It left me hungry for a

sequel!

PDF File: Cry of the Sea... 11



