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Network news anchor Daniel Halstrom is at the top of hisfield, but being at the bottom of the social
ladder—being a slave—makes that hard to enjoy. Especially when NewWorld Media, the company that’s
owned him since childhood, decidesto lease him privately on evenings and weekends to boost their flagging
profits.

Daniel’ s not stupid; he knows there’ s only one reason someone would pay so much for what little free time
he has. But dark memories of past sexual service leave him certain he won't survive it again with his sanity
intact.

He finds himself in the home of Carl Whitman, atalk show host whose words fail him when it comes to
ordering Daniel into his bed. Carl can’t seem to take what he must want, and Daniel’s not willing to give it
freely. Hisrecalcitrance costs him dearly, but with patience and some hard-won understanding, affection just
might flourish over fear and pain. Carl holds the power to be an anchor in Daniel’ s turbulent life, but if he
isn't careful, he'll end up the weight that sinks his slave for good.
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Steelwhisper says

1.5* rounded up. Review to follow.
Oookay...

Thiswas lame, uninspired, tropey, predictable, illogical and unbelievably boring. | was close to not finishing
this several times, simply because | nearly fell asleep over it. It getsthe half star exclusively * because* |
finished it and because it contained few SPaG errors.

Contrary to the assumption of some of my GR friends | wasn't in any way disgusted or inconvenienced by
the non-con in this book. Given that thisisan AU containing slavery, why should | be so? However, and
unfortunately, the slavery, the torture and the porn didn't titillate me in the slightest. Thiswasn't erotic, it
didn't tickle the sadist in me, and it didn't put me on the edge of my seat with empathy for any of the
characters.

The reasons were all these tired, much overused and awful romance tropes and | am not even talking m/m
tropes, | am talking m/f tropes.

Carl is of course huge and overwhelmingly male, while Daniel is minuscule (can you tell | am sick of that?),
in short we get a couple which is twin to countless regency romance marriages arranged against the will of
the virginal wife.

Daniel isawimp. Not just as amale character, if he were the Regency wifey he so clearly replacesin this
sorry old plot, then he still would be awet hanky. A whiner.

We get afantastically healing cock as well, by the way, despite prior gangrape (or was that supposed to be a
to-become-gay-rape?). Oh and yes, of course, we have the--yawn!--Big Misunderstanding, too. The one
which could be solved with adult men doing some adult talking with each other. Not too much to expect
from high-class professionals and journalists? No.

Also lots of plotholes. That AU wasn't thought through, the characters didn't behave anywhere close to how
intelligent, adult human beings behave in such situations, and we even got us awhite "Mammy" here (which
| found particularly distasteful). And | didn't buy the worldbuilding. Today we have enough indicators to
show us potential class systems or slavery in the near future, entirely without something as clunky as an
aleged "dave gene" or religion.

I'm sorry, but how could this book make it through content editing like this? It reads like a very rushed job,
not even past the first, much-needed major rewrite.

Vivian says

| love the writing and the alternate reality setup. Then again, | like dystopian. It is a harsh world where
capitalism has taken the extreme and everything has a bottom line, including people. Profits fall and need to
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be made up in other ways--how about leasing individuals rather than just sales?

| actually scared myself something serious before | read this, and thisis not light and fluffy, but it is not the
horror | thought it would be from the chatter.

Now, the characters; Daniel and Carl.
Daniel--perfect corporate employee and when he isn't he's well aware of it.

Carl--the lessor, and I'm sorry...but freakin' dumbass. See spoiler for rant and critical details, read after book.
(view spoiler)

Even with my misgivings, the setting and premise are so good I'll reread. Probably have the same reactions,
but still do it.

Feliz says

Can't rate this.It surely was an intense read,engrossing and well-,at times even briliantly written.But too
much to stomach for me.And | hate the "sex with the right partner heal s rape victim fom his trauma" trope.
The world building had metotally convinced while reading; only afterwards | realized the big "huh?" of why
this society needed slavesin thefirst place. In hindsight,it didn't make any sense at all...

rameau says

After reading Counterpunch | decided to try reading Rachel HaimowitZ s take on the modern world with
ingrained slavery.

Short version: | prefer all things British.
Long version:

Make no mistake, thisis an erotic BDSM novel, and not aromance. For amoment | thought about giving
this book an extra star for not romanticising the Master and slave dynamics but then | stopped to think about
all the other things | found disturbing and decided not to.

Counterpunch worked, for me, because Brooklyn had been born free. He grew up making his own choices
and knowing who he was. He only lost that privilege due to an unfortunate sequence of events. Brooklyn was
and is an unyielding character who's never resigned himself to slavery.

Here, Daniel has presumably been born into slavery. He may not have been groomed to be a sexual
companion to anyone willing to pay for his services, but he' s been beaten and schooled to obey his Master.
Daniel doesn't know what freedom is. He doesn’t have any idea what the concept of consent means. He' s not
capable of willingly submitting to his master.

What' s worse, Haimowitz writes Daniel as an overgrown child. All the aspects of hislife have been carefully
controlled and Daniel never experienced the joys of child’s play or eating until he’ stoo full to eat anymore.
The only thing he does know and take pleasure in—supposedly—is his work. The tasks and chores given to
him to be performed like any trained monkey. | used the word supposedly because the reader never actualy
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sees Daniel enjoying hisjob or taking solace in it. The closest he comes to using the news as a crutch is
reading his Master’s morning paper. And when he most needs the comfort, Daniel chooses to watch an
unnamed anime instead of his precious information broadcasts.

Where Brooklyn would brace himself and face the forced assignations, Daniel seemsto have grown upina
cocoon where proper sex didn't really exist. | could maybe buy Daniel’ s virginal inexperience hadn’t the
author contradicted herself: We're supposed to believe a pair of slaves wouldn't have afive minutes for
themselves while trusted slaves are |eft to roam free in the weekends. Also, | refuse to believe Daniel could
be good at his job and have spent years reporting from the field without stumbling on people who actually
enjoy Sex.

Then there’ s the fact that for an erotica this book isn’t very erotic. The first half is spent on explaining how
inexperienced Danid is and highlighting his unease with his uncaring and thoughtless new Master whose
name |’ ve forgotten. Said Master spends night after night sleeping in the same bed with Daniel without
demanding anything from him. We're supposed to believe he' s caring and kind because he doesn’t force
himself on Daniel, that he's a good Master who just never bothers to make the rules clear to his new dave. If
the Master truly were such agood Master, surely he'd know what he wants from a slave and how to make his
will known with words and without scaring the new toy.

Finally, when the sex happens (view spoiler). Then there’ s the rushed magic cock cure for all and avery
unsatisfying end to the whole thing.

Optimist ?King'sWench? & MANTIES Champion says

4.25 Kinda Fucked-Up Stars

I’ ve been waiting for this book for FOR-EV-VER. Shortly after reading, and falling in love with, Power Play
by Ms. Haimowitz | asked a GR friend for recs similar and she suggested this. Y eah, it was out of print. This
friend went the extra mile and contacted Ms. Haimowitz who said she was reworking it and to sit tight. I’ ve
been sitting tight. FOR-EV-VER! Then POOF! a couple weeks ago there it was at the top of the Riptide
email saying it was going to release in like a minute.

SAY
WHAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTITTTTITTTITTTITT
TTT2A2A?

Usually Riptide promotes the becheezus out of books. For months. Apparently, their publisher doesn’t roll
like that. She rolls like Radiohead. Hey, new CD (in this case book) dropping like now. Peace out! It’sthe
promotional version of hey-get-your-ass-in-gear. Needless to say, | got my assin gear AND devoured this.

That being said, Anchored wasn't entirely what | expected. It contains GRAPHIC VIOLENCE ON THE
PAGE. | was expecting that, actually. Thisis Haimowitz we' re talking about here. It was the perpetrators of
the violence that | wasn’t expecting. Thisis the beginning of the Belonging series with Book Two (which
I’ve read previously) being Counterpunch. Slavery was never abolished in this alt reality and in modern
times that has translated to various races being conscripted worldwide. Once someone has been conscripted
their offspring are born slaves owing to something called “the slave gene’. All of these things | struggled to
understand in Counter punch are explained here, though I’'m still not clear on how slavery is economically
beneficial.
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Daniel isone of the "lucky ones’. He was bought from a cruel mistress at eleven for the sole purpose of
grooming him for NewWorld (clever, huh?) television. Unfortunately, that mistress' misdeeds took root in
his psyche and his status in society maintains his oppression and never allows him to heal, so when he's
leased to Carl Whitman all those demons he's kept at bay by cocooning himself in his little cubby hole of a
dorm room resurface.

Carl is Danidl’ s competition and has been enamored of Daniel for some time, so asix million dollar lease tag
for ayear is, apparently, abargain. Anchored istold entirely through Daniel, but Carl does seem to be a good
guy. A good guy who makes really stupid assumptions and fails to communicate adequately, or at all, which
isthe crux of their problem thereby triggering a domino effect of miscommunications. Thisis quite similar to
Power Play and, in my opinion, what Haimowitz does best-piss poor communication between protagonists.

By putting the reader inside Dani€l’ s head we get afront row seat to the snowball effect of anxiety. How he
perceives even simple gestures as aggressive, how even banal activities take on a sinister undertone, how he
second guesses himself aswell as his pain and anger with his place in society. All of which fascinates me
because they're all part of the human condition. Haimowitz' s version of the human condition is on steroids,
but I think she captures human fallibility dexterously. Her characterization of Daniel is superlative. The
secondary characters run the gamut from monstrous to fairy god mother all of whom advance the storyline.

Would | recommend Anchored to everyone? No. Heed the content warning tags. Thiswill exceed the
comfort zone of many. Did | enjoy it? In adepraved sense, no. The psychological aspects and the world
building, yes. Absolutely. Plus, | respect, appreciate and in avery twisted way enjoy her ability to dlicit
emotion from me.

Reviewed for

Jo* Smut-Dickted * says

First you should know | generaly like some non consent or dubious consent in my books, particularly
BDSM. Thisonefit the bill to aT. The characters wererich, vibrant and full of nuances that made them
stand out to me as individualsin acrowd. The prose is top notch - clear, unambigious, perfectly suited to the
tone of the book.

There are several things | have noted about the author (having read and loved her Counterpoint (Song of the
Fallen) ) which is more fantasy based and a so a recommended read. One isthat the writing isreally sublime.
Sometimes | am willing to give up some story for better writting or vice versa but here you get both. Also a
cut above the norm is her ability to craft situations that she sticks her charactersin that just really get you
emotional - and those emotions span the spectrum from despair and sadness to anger and hatred. It takes
some real talent to have me running through those emotions as I'm reading - in effect becoming part of the
story visavis my reactionsto it. Thisiswhy | describe it as compelling - you don't WANT to stop reading
even though you might be recoiling inside at what you are reading. | also appreciate that there is never really
just asimple off the cuff explanation for a characters actions - they do what they do for a variety of reasons -
some told and some shown but you never fedl asif their actions are coming out of left field or explained
away in a paragraph that has you scratching your head going "what?"

At times this novel's world was just gut wrenching - and | wanted to shake my fist at the people who alowed
it to get that way. At other times it was intriguing and seemed very similar to our own. I'm afan of books
where the book reality could fit into our reality - and this one certainly shows a potential future option.
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| can say it took me some time to grow to love the Master here - and in the end | understood him better and |
appreciated the small actions he took - it was not about a grand motion. If you have not read Haimowitz |
really cannot recommend her highly enough - they are some of my favorite reading in the M/M genre of
erotica.

Kari Gregg says

There is absolutely nothing about Anchored that isn't heart-pounding and gut-clenching—in the very best and
very worst (which is also the best ) ways. Daniel is a network news anchor—and a slave-owned by
NewWorld Mediaand if you think thisis play-acting? A silly game? Y ou, my friend, are dead wrong.
Rachel Haimowitz sucks us right in so that we experience every detail of Daniel’ s Slavery and we struggle
right along with him as Daniel wrestles with who he is, what he is and the cold, often brutal world he lives
in.

Daniel’s owners? If you walk away from Anchored thinking they aren’t monsters, seek therapy, pal. They
are the stuff nightmares are made of. Fortunately for Daniel, when his owners lease him out during his free
hours for extra profit, he ends up with Carl, though. Carl is essentially a good man, though heisvery much a
product of his environment. As amaster, he triesto have patience and understanding with Daniel, but...A
slaveisadave and he' s not paying the big bucks for Dani€l to look pretty, is he? When his patience wears
thin, Carl goesto NewWorld Media about Daniel’ s hesitation to serve Carl sexually...Carl makes them
promise not to beat Daniel again. But Daniel pays an even higher price.

Daniel israped by his owners. Yes, plural. On-screen. And it. Is. Brutal.

Carl’s care and concern for Daniel in the aftermath is finally the one thing that reaches through all of
Danidl’ s fears and convinces Daniel that Carl isworth risking not just his trust, but also his heart. The end,
watching these two men grow together, watching Carl work for Daniel’ s trust and Daniel ultimately giveit to
him? Whoa.

Anchored is not alight read. Sometimes, it will make you uncomfortable. Sometimes, you will be horrified.
Y ou will share Daniél’s pain, hisfear, his struggle. But you'll also sharein the healing Carl offers him and
find the love that was waiting for these two men all along. Highly recommend, two thumbs way up.

Kassa says

Well written but so violent | couldn't stand it. | skimmed to the ending and glad | didn't finish. The pseudo
happy ending isn't enough payoff for me. Great writing but not for me.

Emma Sea says

Wow.
Compared to this, Power Play looks like putti, bunnies, and kittens.

Thisisatrue Orwellian dystopia.
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"If you want a picture of the future, imagine a boot stamping on a human face —forever . . . They can't get
inside you," she had said. But they could get inside you . . . There were things, your own acts, fromwhich
you could never recover. Something was killed in your breast: burnt out, cauterized out.” (1984: read it)
That's the paradigm in which this book sits. Be warned.

Wow.

Betryal says

The story was very interesting, out of the ordinary to what I'm used to reading and way out of the box. |
would say it borders on a4.5 rating, but I'm still stunned and a little detached from this book by the vivid
cruelty and details of the multiple rape scene that poor Daniel had to endure. This story isin noway a
romance if that's what you're hoping to gain here with this one. It's dlavery, it's control over other human
beingsand | wouldn't even say thisis D/S.

It makes me come to realize that it's a damn good thing the world isn't like it isin this book today. There
were so many moments while reading this story | felt deflated and alittle disconcerted by the treatment one
character was subjected to and given the choice | couldn't have accepted it myself.

Otherwise the story held a morbid amount of intrigue apart of the detailed violence which is quite frequent
throughout this story. Not for the faint of heart or true romantics but reading material for the strong and not
the squirmish type.

Jenre says

Fantastic, gripping and emotionally compelling story set in an AU where slavery is the norm. The plot
follows dave Daniel who is owned by a media company and is a successful anchorman for their news
programme. When the company start to fall on hard times they 'rent' Daniel out as a companion to a
competitor for alarge sum of money. Daniel isterrified of intimacy with Carl, which leads to repercussions
for both men.

The narrative isin the first person from Daniel's point of view, something which works well aswe get his
views as a dave and the mindset that has been drilled into him from an early age, leading to arealistic and
believable setting. In away, Daniel has been very sheltered as a dave, and so when heis leased to Carl, it
comes as a shock to him. It's aso ironic that his own misery and self-interest were the main reasons why he
suffers later and this, more than anything in the story, made me want to shake him and show him how foolish
he was being.

Be warned there are scenes of rape and extreme torture and punishment which may not be to some readers
taste. | read those scenes absolutely horrified as to what was happening but also unable to stop reading as
Daniel's voice pulled me into the scene and made it impossible to put the book down. It's not easy to read
such scenes, but the violence was necessary and not gratuitous.

Overal, if you like BDSM, especially the master/slave dynamic then this book isamust. It's been awhile
since | was wholly immersed in a book and so connected with a character and situation. | shall be seeking out
the author's other books very soon.
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Makhda says

Holy shit. That was beyond fucked up. But | do like the story. I'm amazed how they changed.
Trigger warning there's an implication of child abuse (off page). | mean, in our world would be that way. But
their world is so much different than ours. It's normal for them. Ok, | know in our world slavery still exists.

Wejust can't seeit. Or refuse to seeit? | don't know.

Warning : non/con, gang rape.

Star says

Well-written and moving -- my heart was pounding in my chest at 2am. But also absolutely brutal -- | was
flinching away from my kindle while reading. So I'm not sure whether my physical reactions to these written
words were symptomatic of the excellent writing or the horrifying subject matter (or both). Thisis both a
denigration and glorification of slavery and rape.

All of thisisto say -- I'm not sure how to rate this, so I'm going with my conscience.

Diane says

| love dave fic and the world building here is a fresh approach, but there is a major inconsistency that kept
pulling me out of the story.

Daniel was supposed to have been born a slave, yet he reacts to everything from the perspective of afree
person who is being subjected to adlave slife.

For example, he complains about having alack of privacy, but if he never had privacy, he couldn’t missiit
(and it won't be on his mind all the time) because it won't be an expectation he ever had for himself.

The plot would have made more sense if he’ d been born free and became a dlave as ateen or adult... but as it
stand, his whole worldview just seemed contradictory to his backstory and kept me from connecting with the
character.

| think the author is a good writer and has alot of promise, and the world building was interesting, but the
plot needed work.

Isa K. says

Revised 7/13/2012
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I have for some time wanted to rewrite this review. There are two books that have left me feeling so betrayed
and so disgusted that | completely snapped and in my resulting review crossed aline | had drawn for myself
into unnecessary harshness and capslock rage. Thisis one of them.

| read this book back when | was still pretty new to American commercial M/M ... | was not new to M/M
itself, | wasjust better versed in Japanese M/M, GLBT fiction and fanfiction. What | know now is that
American M/M borrows an awful lot for traditional M/F romance, much more than | was used to. At the time
I bought this book | was frustrated by being unable to find what | wanted to read: areally good rape fantasy.

| was confused by the endless catering to 'true love' in books that presumably were brought to market
precisely because people like me wanted something darker . | had just finished three other books that didn't
give me the rape fantasy | wanted and left me feeling disturbed and confused by what | felt were decidedly
pedophiliac overtones (that is to say that the adult MC felt like a child and his rapist was extremely paternal).
Then | read thisone and | just fucking lost it.

| still do not like this book, but now that I'm alittle better acquainted with American commercial M/M my
thoughts on it are dightly clearer and less ragey.

This book trivializes rape and that is intolerable to me.

| know, | like rape fantasy ... but | like rape fantasy because it separates sex from the socialization. This very
Puritanical ideathat sex == love == HEA isnonsense. | roll my eyesat it about a thousand times a day. What
| like about rape fantasy is being freed from the need that the MCs be ~in love~ in order to fuck.

That being said, | cannot stand books that treat rape as something other than what it is and that's what this
book does. The turning point that brings the MC and his love interest together is avicious, graphic, and
absurdly long rape scene. Rape is used as atool to prime the MC to accept the love of a person he doesn't
really know, doesn't redlly like, doesn't really want, and who (in my opinion) treats him like crap. Minor
characters scold and condescend the MC for that being ungrateful towards a love interest that is basically
sexually abusing him. The love interest's terrible behavior is hever acknowledged as abusive, indeed the
book seems to suggest that the MC is being unreasonable by resisting "the good master”

Trauma from a gang rape is handled with brownies, like the MC just fell off his bike and scrapped his knee.
HFN is declared in the end despite the fact that the "good master” is still leasing the MC from the people
who he condemns for beating, torturing and gang raping his "beloved". So the bad guys still have control.
The bad guys get exactly what they want and can still hurt the MC. Nothing has changed, but nevertheless
happiness is found through empty promises of loyalty, protection and devotion.

I'm sorry, for me you either have to go one way or another: either make the character kind and considerate or
make him a selfish, abusive bastard. Don't spend two hundred pages trying to convince me that abuseis
really kindness. Don't give me an abuser that whines and angsts about why his victim isn't smitten by his
assaults.

Theweird thing is ... if this book had ended with the MC killing himself (or even better the love interest ...
very Japanese 'ultimate atonement' there) | probably would have four starred it. | mean it would have been
shocking, provocative and smart. A really compelling tale of the consequences of trying to force your love
on someone. But the happy ending destroyed this book for me and left me completely disgusted by it.

Dreamer says
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Read this compelling novellain one sitting. An alternate reality of daves and masters set in the
contemporary world. News anchorman Daniel is leased out during his off-duty hours to talk show host Carl
by his owners NewWorld Media. Some dark scenes of abusein this.

"His mind kept turning back to this morning, to what would happen when the master came home this evening.
Towhat he'd need to do if he didn't want to end up at Mr Foster's feet again, begging for mercy that wouldn't
come.’

CASsays

Thisis one of the most intensely compelling and emationally driven stories | have ever had the pleasure to
read. Not only has the author crafted avery unique and unusal world she has taken it one step further with
her equally impressive ability to draw the reader into the very heart and soul of the story in such away that
feels somewhat voyeuristic., you don't dare to even blink.

As| read this | experiened quite possibly every emotion known to man. | felt such an overwhelmingly
helpless sense of empathy for both Carl and Daniel. | honestly couldn't breathe at one point until | realized |
had been holding my breath with every muscle in my body tensed. At times, | could barely read the words
through my tears. As hard as it often was to deal with what Daniel was going through | just couldn't stop
reading, | felt | owed it to Daniel to see him through to the very end, it felt that real, that credible. | was
surprised by my unwavering certainty that Carl would eventually "see" and understand Daniel. | felt devasted
for him when he became fully aware of the horrendous results of his actions. In the end he more than
redeems himself in Daniel's eyes and in the process, in mine aswell. As| read the final chapters that same
sense of empathy | felt from the very beginning stayed with me as the tension eased and | felt like it was safe
to breathe again, | felt liberated.

The Happily for Now ending really works for me, it isto me atleast the most realistic ending and in keeping
with the realism of this story. Most importantly it leaves the door open for an eventual Happily Ever After.

Thiswas my first Rachel Haimowitz story and it most certainly will not be my last.

Sara says

Ugh this book fucked with my brain. So much that | can’'t think straight and | cried at the end of it. Who does
that? Me, that’ s who.

So thisbook, it'sone that | heard was a tough read, a brutal read and one folks seemed to stay away from.
Having read the author before, | decided that | would see for myself what it was all about. Y ou know what?
This book was sad. It was so sad and broke my heart over and over again and | am tearing up as | write this
damn review.

| admit | held my breath reading the prologue. Getting an 11yr old Daniel so afraid and his mistresstelling
him he was alousy fuck made me read cautioudly. | don’'t usually blend my real life into books but this time
it was hard as my middle son is the same age as Daniel. | was justified in my trust of the author and led
through the prologue to meet Daniel, 25 years later.

In anew world with a new class system, there are slaves and freemen. Being a reader who doesn’t like the
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work of reading alternate universes, it was nice that the world building of this story read effortlesdly. It was
more than easy to settle into and get lost in the story. Lost isagood for word for what | felt, | was so lost and
so caught up that last night, | fell asleep when my head hit the pillow from exhaustion yet | sat up, grabbed
my Nook and had to read. | had to know what was going to happen.

Daniel, I want you to want and not second guess what a slave is supposed to want. | want you to have avoice
for your wants and | want to deprogram you so you can have it al. You are aslave but you are revered. New
World knows what they bought 25 years ago and the public that sees you knows how specia you are too. So
does Carl Whitman and that is why the man paid six million fucking dollars to simply LEASE you for ayear.
Lease, not buy because you are not for sale, but |ease you for weeknights and weekends. How the hell does
shit like this happen? Oh yeah, it’s not the world as we know it and | am okay with that.

But Carl? How could | not fall for you immediately? | tried not to like you but you were not what | expected.
Really not who | thought | would get; you are compassionate, caring and likeable (you do love The Holy
Grail after all) and so head over heels for Daniel that you paid out the ass for mere moments of histime. |
know that in thisworld, you would never be able to have arelationship with him, you’re not of the same
class, but to lease him? Good lord. That just hits me square in the heart and makes me adore you. Not that
you are perfect, you have no idea how to ask for what you want and you won't force it out of Daniel and
good lord, man. Ugh. Just freaking fracking ugh.

“Hey.” The master’svoice was light but strained, just asit had been at dinner. “So | leased
this slave, guy named Daniel Halstrom? Brilliant, funny, sharp tongue, quick on his feet,
puts everyone at ease in a heartbeat. You seen him? Maybe you could go get him for me; |
think we'd get along great.”

| am so freaking lost from this. Talk about two men who needed to talk it out. Daniel doesn’t want to be
where heisyet he knows what he is supposed to do to be agood slave. Carl doesn’t quite believe all the
propaganda about slaves or the slave gene and he just wants a companion in every way and he wantsit all
with Daniel, but then he tries to do what’ s right and it goes so terribly wrong.

Daniel would take it, endureit. But to give away freely his desire—the one single thing that
was his alone to control —to taint those thoughts and feelings forever and pretend

to enjoy it? No. He hadn’t been able to do that and he couldn’t make himself do it now,
either.

| am probably not making any sense at al. My brain istoast from this. Thank goodnessit did happen to end
in avast valley in the continent of where | wanted, no needed it to be. | needed to have some of that to be
okay. But | am really not okay because that end made me cry. Yes, | am the girl who read this book and
cried.

“Things are what they are.”

“Yeah. But maybe they never should’ ve been, and maybe they don’t always have to be.
Maybe things can change.”

Anchored may not be a book for everyone but it was so a book for me.
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JaHy?Hold the Fairy Dust says

**xx 25"HAD POTENTIAL" STARS+***

..... If only Daniel wasn't afraid of his own shadow........ THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE BOOK!

Actually, the storyline was rather odd, but | would have looked past it, had there been more/better smutty
scenes.....yup, | own it :-)

Danny Tyran says

| would like to be able to better write in English to express correctly what | felt while reading this book (my
mother language is French and my English is not very good ...). | can at least try to say what is essential.

| was unable to read the rape scene at once. | had to do as the main character and remind myself that | had to
breathe. My blood pressure climbed to levels not felt for ages. One might even say that | had lost vision at
some point. | just think that my mind was trying to escape from what | was reading. So we can say that this
description is very awesome and successful.

I do not attach such importance to the fact that the author did not give further explanations about her strange
historical context. The USA in present time, but with slaves? Why not? During the Civil War, if the
Southerners had won, what would have happened? Who knows if slavery would not be legalized in America.
I only questioned the absence of revolt. If Daniel is so brilliant, he should have thought about the injustice of
his situation once or twice, right?

| can well understand that Daniel isterrified to be leased like that. But | had to explain it to myself because
the author has not given much effort to do this for her readers. Someone who has spent hislife being trained
in obedience, cannot overnight change of lifestyle without any problem. That's what made me Carl
detestable. How an educated and intelligent man, who has at heart the welfare of his slaves, cannot
understand that Daniel simply could not move from aworld where everything is dictated to him -- what and
when to eat, when going to bed, how long he hasto train, or if he can f...k, and so on, aworld in which the
only thing Daniel did for himself throughout his life was loving Victor and having his lover sent away
without any consideration for his feelings -- how such a man could live without any instructions on what to
do. Carl never gives him any instruction of any sort. The only thing Carl doesisto complain each time
Danidl triesto do something, asif the master thought Daniel should be a mind reader. This master is a stupid
ass-hole. Was he not able to see how Daniel was frightened? How he was shaking? How he was tense and
nervous? If Daniel were afraid as much as the author pretends, and if Carl was so concerned about the fate of
the slaves she wants us to believe, then Carl should have seen these signs and tried to understand what the
matter was with his new "appliance”. But no, nothing like that. And the first thing that the bastard does when
he does not get what he wantsis to send Daniel back to his owners, making them promise not to hit Daniel.
Even children know that there are as many means to hurt someone than the human imagination can invent,
that is unlimited. Anyone knows that. Y ou know, | know, the author knows, | am sure about that. So why
this stupid Carl does not know? | hate him more than Daniel's owners. At least, they are honest bastards.
They have no heart, but they do not try to pretend to be good guys.

Daniel's behavior changes dramatically right after he beholds the anger Carl demonstrates against those who
abused Daniel for the second time because of him (yeah, the first time too, since Daniel was distracted
because he was about to be leased to Carl). This behavior change is too sudden, too easy. Talk to anyone
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who has been raped, particularly if it was a violent rape, one does not heal of such a shock by snapping our
fingers.

Still, | gave this book athree because | was unable to let it down until | finished to read it. But there would
be room for alot of improvements (historical background and a little more consistency in the characters
psychology). And as another reviewer said, we should have seen in action al the fine qualities of Daniel to
really believe that he had them.
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