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Natalie says

This is a totally different mystery than I have ever read before. Apparently Donna Andrews won several
awards for her creativity in creating a detective/slueth inside of a computer. The premise is great...the writing
is typical Donna Andrews (which I love). There were however, some slow points because of the amount of
thinking the computer does which has to be explained...and the details were sometimes more than I really
wanted to know! Overall I did enjoy it.

Diane ~Firefly~ says

First time I've ever read a mystery book with an AI program as the protagonist. Definitely and new and
interesting POV. Unfortunately, this led to my biggest problem with the book, Turning didn't have anyone to
talk to, so she went into long, rambling monologues.

What I enjoyed:
* Seeing Turning grow.
* Poor Maude's interactions with her boss.
* I was surprised by some of the things that happened at the end, even if I didn't like them all.

What could have been better:
* Turning needed an AI sidekick to talk to.
* The mystery part was solved fairly quickly.

Brenda says

I'm not sure this book does well with the passage of time. A lot of the technology in the book is out-dated
and not only computer technology. I was a little surprised that a Range Rover in the early 2000s (when this
book was published) had crank windows; my 1999 Saturn had electronic windows. Since I have the second
one, I might give it a read. If I didn't already have it, I'm not sure I would go seeking it.

Ruth says

2002 Agatha Award for best Novel. I enjoyed it but was not blown away. 'novel' concept. A bit abrupt in
places.

Julie Marie says

2.5. I love Donna Andrews. The book was well written I just couldn’t follow the computer jargon.
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Melody says

I’m a great fan of this author’s other series. This is the first of a short series where the main character is a
sentient Artificial Intelligence. When her main programmer doesn’t come to work or log on for several days
she becomes worried. When she sees security rifling thru his office she becomes very worried. Digging in
the files of her corporation she sees evidence he is being deleted, digging further she uncovers a nefarious
plot. There are some very slow parts whilst we read computer thoughts but there is a. Little action too.
Overall a nice read.

Ronna says

This is a cute mystery for all those techno geeks out there. Turing Hopper is an AIP (Artificial Intelligence
Personality) connected to the maim frame of a corporation that is creating computers to interact with people
on specific interests. There are some for discussing cooking, some that play chess, some trade in the stock
market, and Turing is programs with every mystery book.

She--yes she, is developing a personality and audio language--- has realized that her developer has been gone
for a while and all his personnel files are slowly being removed from the records. So, Turing, like Nero
Wolf, needs some hands and feet to help in her investigation. She finds two people in the organization to
help her. Apparently somebody is willing to kill people to take over this company.

The inner workings of computers and robotics is the main theme of this cozy mystery, but the story is easily
accessible for techno simpletons like myself. Sentient computers become very interesting the further and
further that you get into this book. The mystery in exciting and makes for a fun and different kind of cozy!

Kyrie says

Pretty good blend of mystery and geek. Turing Hopper is a sentient computer, and her beloved programmer
has gone missing. While she tries to figure out what has happened to him, she uncovers more sinister plots
within the company for which she works.
It's a very different heroine than the usual mystery. There's a fair amount of geekiness, and it's kinda
entertaining because it was written when laptops and cell phones were less common. It's also got "what
makes something human" musing laced throughout. What I really liked was that the computers weren't
condescending to humans. They were trying to understand and emulate us because they liked it.
The ending left me a little confused, but then I'm taking cold meds, so it might make sense when I reread it.
It's not Meg Langdon, more like the technogeeks who work for Meg's brother Rob.

Jill says

I have read many of Donna Andrews books from another series so I decided to try this on. A computer is the
main character. A computer with an Artificial Intelligence Personality, AIP. "She" was created by Zack and
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she noticed that he is missing. "She" , Turing enlists the help of humans, Maude and Tim, to help her find
Zack. "She" also gets other AIP computers to help. The story is quite good and there are some twists that
surprised me. I really am not excited about how much personality computers might have, but it was fun to
see how the mystery was solved............human help WAS needed!

Angela says

First and foremost, speaking as someone who just attended at least part of a horse-related panel at an SF con
and who has been conscious of how horse folks get twitchy when people use horses in a stupid fashion in
fantasy novels, I'm here to tell you I feel similarly when people screw up using computers in books. This one
was not particularly geeky in the level of detail it used, but for me Andrews passed the basic sanity check of
using a lot of terms appropriately. Like, say, debugging or compiling something. I liked her overall schtick of
a search library on the market with AIs used as research helpers--as somebody long familiar with the
Microsoft Office Assistants, it seemed like a fun and plausible extension of that concept.

And I'm a sucker for "sentient AI" stories, too. This one featured Turing Hopper (whose name was another
indicator that the writer has at least a basic level of clue about the computing field), the only AI in the system
who is as of yet fully sentient and who has been on the sly trying to look for signs that other AIs in the
system are developing along the same path. She's a very charming character, and played well for me as a
consciousness who was young and relatively immature (yet learning fast) and, most importantly, not human.
I was very amused by her descriptions of trying to grasp the human sense of humor, even more charmed by
reading about her trying to develop her intellect by studying recipes (and amusing the hell out of the human
programmers at the company with such concepts as "pomegranates in chocolate sauce with cilantro"), and
especially interested in the part of the plot where Turing must arrange to have herself downloaded into a
laptop.

I liked the description of how Turing spends several fretful nights during the course of the plot waiting for
the humans to wake up--since she doesn't need sleep, and since her perceptions of time are based on
nanoseconds instead of minutes or hours, a whole night is an eternity to her and being forced to wait that
long for further action drives her nuts.

I really liked the description of how it felt to Turing to be downloaded, and her fretting over whether she
would be as intelligent if she had less computing power at her disposal--and less of the data she'd been used
to working with. She had a very believable quandary over what constituted her actual sentience and what
constituted the data she worked with, and a very real fear that if she didn't download all the right bits of
herself that she might actually kill her own intellect.

So all in all, very engaging primary character there. Her crush on her programmer was not particularly
surprising either--but on the other hand, the programmer is actually on camera for very little of the story, so
that concept turned out to be way less annoying than it might otherwise have been in a cozy-style mystery.
What little we see of the programmer shows that he's on the "swoonable" end of "nerd", just enough to show
you why Turing has a crush of him, but he's actually not terribly vital to the plot.

The other two major human characters are far more critical. There's Maude, a pragmatic, no-nonsense older
secretary in the company, and Tim, another programmer who starts off not believing that Turing is in fact a
sentient AI--and who thinks that she's merely an extremely reclusive programmer. They're both fun
characters, and Tim's initial crush on Turing, strangely mirroring her crush on her programmer Zack, was
similarly lightly handled. Just enough to get you the idea without dwelling on it too long.
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One more character is worth mentioning, and he's KingFischer, who seems to be rapidly shaping up to be
Turing's very own virtual love interest. He's another of the AIs in the system, and he's one of the ones
showing signs of becoming sentient. He starts off as a chess-playing avatar, and is good enough that there's a
craze going on out on the Internet for chess champions to hold matches moderated by him (and for which
Turing contributes snarky commentary for him to then channel out to the players, a concept which made me
snicker a lot). He also shows active worry when Turing starts preparing to download herself out of the
system.

And at the end, KF (as Turing likes to call him) winds up being involved in a double-barrel surprise that I
was genuinely not expecting out of a cozy-style mystery: not only does Andrews kill off Turing's human
programmer, Zack (she in fact has him shot at point-blank range by the primary bad guy), she then has
Turing hand a fretful KF the pile of data she'd hoarded about Zack due to her crush on him. And at the very
end of the book, KF starts incorporating Zack's speech patterns into his own. Yeah, I know. That latter bit
isn't really surprising given the former bit, but on the other hand, it too showed the same lightness of
handling that kept it from being cloying or annoying. What really made it work for me is Turing's own lack
of gushiness about it; she's very matter-of-fact in handing the Zack data to KingFischer, mostly because he
asks her plaintively what's going on, and she gives him the whole shebang and tells him to process it all. I
find myself looking forward to seeing whether in the next book KF does in fact become a hybrid of his
original personality--and whether he starts more active participation in Turing's adventures. ;)

All in all the plot almost wound up being secondary to me because I liked Turing as a character so much...
yet there was some genuine interest value there too. As I said above, it did pull a couple of surprises on me.
There were other things that were predictable, such as Zack's allegedly-recently-deceased best friend turning
out to have faked his own death because he's actually one of the bad guys. But the overall conflict was
decent, with more of the general light handling.

I'll be picking up the second one of these!

This Is Not The Michael You're Looking For says

This is a cute mystery story where the protagonist detective happens to be an artificial intelligence...not a
cold AI like Hal (from 2001), but rather a full more-or-less human personality which happens to be
embedded in a computer system rather than a body.

The book is a light enjoyable read for those who like mysteries and won't get caught up in issues of whether
a system such as the one not-really-described in the book could exist in the present day. In some books its
easy to throw realism aside and enjoy them for what they are, in others its easy to get irritated over little
mistakes that subtract from the realism. I'm not sure what causes a book to fall in one or the other, but this
book definitely fell in the first category.

A Cayouette says

Slow reading at first as it is only the AIP (artificial intelligence program) that talks in the very first pages.
But you will want to continue turning the pages to solve the mystery of David's murder (was he really
murdered?) and find where Zack the programmer went in hiding to avoid being killed by the security people
who want to take over the company and destroy the AIPs.
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I finally finished this book after skipping a lot of pages full of details. Worth reading ? If you enjoy
programming you will probably enjoy all the details found in this book and you have to like Turing the AIP
who manages to play detective with a few trusted employees of his firm to avoid his destruction.

Graceann says

Donna Andrews was challenged to come up with a completely new sleuth in the mystery genre, and in this
she succeeds admirably. She has crafted a detective who has vast, basically limitless knowledge, paired with
physical limitation that requires her to bring in "legs" to help her.

Turing Hopper is worried about her co-worker, Zack. He's gone missing and the evidence that he ever
existed is beginning to disappear, bit by bit. Along with her cohorts, Maude and Tim, Turing sets out to find
Zack and to uncover what made him go away in the first place.

Donna Andrews is bright and breezy and she writes in a fun, witty style. I'm already a big fan of her Meg
Langslow series and certainly was intrigued by this first book for Turing Hopper.

For me, however, the language got much too "techy" at too many different places. If you're deeply
conversant with computers, you could have lots of fun with this, either by thinking how clever it is or picking
apart the mistakes (if there are any). For a person like me, who has knowledge limited to "what do you mean
you 'can't see the printer?!' It's right there!!" the information provided simply sails over my head. This made
some sections dry as a bone because I simply didn't know what the heck was going on.

Even so, I loved Turing, and Tim, and most especially Maude, who starts off amusingly and gets even more
nifty as the story develops. I'll be reading more of the series if only to see what happens next with her.

Even three star Donna Andrews is better than a lot of stuff I could be reading, and I'll be happy to give book
two in the series a try.

Lisa Vegan says

This is a very unique (the main protagonist is a computer/computer program) and funny and clever mystery.
Love this series. This first book in the series was the one that I enjoyed the most, probably because the
concept was then new to me and was so unusual. It well worth reading if you're a mystery or computer buff.
Great fun!

Linda says

Artificial intelligence is center-stage in this unique mystery. Loved the idea and this is one plot that requires
alternating points of view and it is used effectively here. However the pace drags due to the large amount of
computer-function explanation that may have been necessary back in 2002 but was a hinderance in 2017.
And therein lies the problem with techno-based writing. By the time it goes to press, it is already outdated.

A friend suggested this book years ago and it finally made it to the top of my reading list. Unfortunately, I
waited too long. Thanks to Siri, AI is something we take for granted and we have small but powerful
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computers with us all the time in our cell phones. Nevertheless, I appreciated this book for some of the best
alternating points of view I've ever seen and a very likable amateur sleuth.


