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When her grandmother’ s will wrenches Sara back home from New Orleans, she learns more about Margaret
Van Buren in the wake of her death than she ever did inlife.

After her last remaining family member dies, Sara Jenkins goes home to The Hideaway, her grandmother
Mags's ramshackle B& B in Sweet Bay, Alabama. She intends to quickly tie up loose ends then return to her
busy life and thriving antique shop in New Orleans. Instead, she learns Mags has willed her The Hideaway
and charged her with renovating it—no small task considering Mags' s best friends, a motley crew of senior
citizens, still live there.

Rather than hurrying back to New Orleans, Sara staysin Sweet Bay and begins the biggest house-rehabbing
project of her career. Amid Sheetrock dust, old memories, and a charming contractor, she discovers that
slipping back into life at The Hideaway is easier than she expected.

Then she discovers a box Mags left in the attic with cluesto alife Sara never imagined for her grandmother.
With help from Mags' s friends, Sara begins to piece together the mysterious life of bravery, passion, and
choices that changed Mags' s destiny in both marvelous and devastating ways.

When an opportunistic land developer threatens to seize The Hideaway, Saraisforced to make a
choice—stay in Sweet Bay and fight for the house and the people she’ s grown to love or leave again and
return to her successful but solitary lifein New Orleans.
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L ydia Howe says

Why | Choose this Book:

It looked like a delightful read, and when | read the back cover blurb and sample pagesit drew mein. | was
headed away for vacation and | thought it would be fun to read this book while away. Plus, my sister just
remolded an old house, so | figured it was rather fitting.

What | Thought About This Book:

Ugh. That pretty much sumsit up. | dislike reviewing booksthat | didn't like, but | didn't just "not like" this
book, | was actually unhappy with it. It not only talks about, but also promotes, behaviors and lifestyles that
are completely against what the Bible teaches. Since this book was published by Thomas Nelson, | expected
something better. (Note: Although | wouldn't condone a book that is written like this, | would give more
leeway in areview if the book wasn't published by a Christian publishing company. It's mainly because of
the expectations | had because of the publishing company that made me so disappointed with the book.)

| read the first fourth or third of the book, before realizing that the sin the characters were so obviously
indulging in probably wasn't going to be addressed, but instead was being endorsed. After that | scanned the
rest of the book, looking for redemption to come, but | never found it.

Conclusion:

I'm disappointed. The plot might be well-done, the characters might be well-written (although in reality |
didn't really get into either), but the aforementioned content makesit so | won't recommend nor knowingly
read more from this author.

Rating:

I'm giving The Hideaway 1 out of 5 stars.

*| received this book from BookL ook

Reading.Between.Wines says

The Hideaway was AMAZING. It was asuper fast read (I read it in 1 day), and | cried more than once. It
was such agreat Southern fiction story, and definitely charming as other reviewers have said.

Sara (the main character) only frustrated me once in this book, and that was towards the end. Overall though,
| was afan of ailmost all of the cast of characters and they were all so perfectly devel oped.

The book reminded me alot of The Notebook and | think if you are afan of Nicholas Sparks you will be a
fan of this book. This book was sad, but in a different way from The Notebook. It also had alot of happy
moments as well. They really should make it into amovie, | would watch it!
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| can't wait to read more by this author.

A glowing 5/5 stars for me!

Judy Collins says

The 30 Best Books of 2017

Storyteller Lauren K. Denton, a new voice in Southern fiction delivers a smashing debut, THE
HIDEAWAY . Making me want to return to my southern front porch and curl up for along leisurely
nostalgic afternoon while being transported with this beautiful love story.

My vote for Southern Debut of 2017!

Set in Sweet Bay, Alabama in the Deep South, we meet Dot, afriend of Mags (Mrs. Margaret Van Buren),
atenant of The Hideaway. The Hideaway was once a booming Bed and Breakfast; however, over the yearsit
has turned into a home for eccentric seniors (bohemian) style, artists, and the free-spirited looking for an
escape; you came and never left.

Asthe book opens, Dot (husband, Bert) are seniorsliving in the house. She is admiring the latest Southern
Living article featuring Maggie (Mag)’ s granddaughter, Sara who owns a highly successful interior design
shop in New Orleans.

People tend to arrive at this charming inn, and they fall in love and decide never to leave.

Mag's daughter, Jenny is deceased and she helped raise her granddaughter Sara. Mags was very
unconventional and some called eccentric. Sarawas embarrassed by her lifestyle growing up. Mags has
never told her own story to Sara. By the time she had moved in with her at age twelve, Sarawas at that
critical period where there were peer pressure and friends' opinions.

Saraturned out to be a stronger woman because of who Mags turned out to be. If Mags had remained under
her parents’ thumb, worrying about how others perceived her, she would have been awispy shadow of area
woman.

Saraloved the French Quarter in the Big Easy. She was proud of her shop, Bits and Pieces. She has no
time for aman, relationship, or anything other than her store. She has restored an old shotgun house and
filled it with restored furniture, and antiques. A bit of everything. Her assistant manager, Allyn was aways
there to help out (loved him).

Her mind always went back to Sweet Bay to see Mags, her grandmother. However, she was too busy with
the shop to visit more often.

However, when Sara receives the news from Mag' s attorney, she knowsiit is too late to spend time with her
eccentric little grandmother. She had left her for greener pasturesin New Orleans, but Mags was her only
family. Her grandmother has passed always. Now she has regrets not making the time.

What would happen to the house now that Mags was gone?
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"The Hideaway was always full of friends and lovers, mothers and daughters, secret keepers,
and secret-spillers, straight talkers and soft shoulders. We had hurt, and we had joy, but |
wouldn't have it any other way."

It had not been a proper bed-and-breakfast since she was akid. As she becomes older, sheis more aware of
the unusual living arrangements. It might have been alegitimate B&B at one time, but over the yearsit had
become a senior citizen commune with arevolving door. A long-layover for people on their way to Florida
retirement glory.

Theold Victorian which was once a beauty, now in poor condition. It was formerly in al the travel guides
as the Southern Sight to See. They would all be shocked to see it now.

Sara soon learns she has inherited the inn and the resident seniors. Sheisto bring the B& B back to its glory
days. However, in the process, Sara soon learns there was much more to her grandmother than she ever
knew.

The author takes usback to 1960'sto learn about Margaret's parents, family and how she met her husband
to be. The man she married. A man, her family, wanted her to marry. A banker. After he began cheating,
over and over, she escapes to The Hideaway. A solace for many.

After meeting the original owner, whose husband died, the inn was not the prestigious Gatsby house it was
previoudy in its hay day. Margaret comes under afal se name and soon gives up therich life, pearls and
pillbox hats, for asimpler life. One she adored.

M ags meets William, a man who changes her life. A wood maker, who teaches her the important thingsin
life. The man who held the key to her heart. However, her old life comes back to complicate things. She
chooses the bohemian life, so different than the one she had previously. Mag's past changed her from quiet
to bold. Weak to strong.

Sara soon discover s mor e and more about her grandmother and the mysterious man in her life from the
past. However, she may be more like her grandmother than she knows. She decides to remodel The
Hideaway per her grandmother’ s wishes.

In the process, she meets the handsome contractor which slowly changes her perspective. Also, she
encounters challenges with the residing seniors, now part of the family, and a developer who wants the land,
after all the work. Plus she has her life and shop in New Orleans. She never wanted to return to Alabama.
Much lessrun aninn.

However, just when she is about to wrap up the renovation and make plansto return to New Orleans, the
nasty old developer is threatening to take away the historic dream, for a condo new project development,
until someone intercepts, which changes more than one life. Sweet surprises for many.

Compelling and Inspiring! Rich in history, character, and lots of heart, Denton bridges the gap from past to
present with a heartwarming and charming southern tale of family and friendship. The critical in life. A
thought-provoking takeaway. Self-Discovery.

Do we know our parents and grandparents? We all need to slow down, listen, and hear the intriguing stories
from past generations which will enrich our lives while helping us to understand their struggles and

sacrifices. After al, they helped mold us to become the person we are today. | loved Mags!!

For fans of southern, historic, women'’s and contemporary fiction.
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Those who enjoy authors: Viola Shipman, Nicholas Sparks, Beth Hoffman, Patti Callahan Henry, Susan
Rebecca White, Mary Ellen Taylor, Lisa Wingate, Kristy Woodson Harvey, Mary Kay Andrews, Joanne
DeMaio, Donna Ball, Debbie Macomber, Sherryl Woods, Laura Lane McNeal, Camille de Maio, Wendy
Wax and Karen White, will enjoy this newfound author.

Well-written, amust read. The Hideaway resonates with me on so many levels. AsaB&Bs, design,
antiques, historic properties, plus more.

A special thank you to Thomas Nelson Fiction and NetGalley for an early reading copy.
JDCMustReadBooks

Looking forward to Hurricane Season Coming April 3, 2018. (Santa comes early; Y ay, #NetGalley ARC)!

L aura Rash says

I'm going to be blatantly honest. | thought this was going to end up as some corny love story that would
make me gag.

BOY WAS| WRONG!!!

Thiswas one of the best books I've read in awhile. It flowed so well that | couldn't wait to get back to its
pages. A heartfelt story of love & true family. Reminiscent of The Bridges of Madison County (whichis
high praise from me bc it's atrue favorite)!

If nothing else read it for the eulogy included for one of its characters! It left mein stitches!

Thanksto Lauren for this early copy in exchange for review!

Melissa v Dog/Wolf Lover ¥ Martin says

If you're looking for a sweet story about friends and community, thisis one of the books.

Saralivesin New Orleans and has a shop called Bits and Pieces, where she fixes up and sells stuff. She has
some other thingsin the store as well. She thinks she has the perfect life.

Then Saragets acall from her grandmother Mags lawyer. Mag's had passed away that morning. Sarafeels
really bad because she never returned her grandmother's call and now she's gone.

Then Sara gets another hit when she finds out Mags left The Hideaway (her run down B&B) to her. It hasn't
really been aB&B in years, just a place where Mags lived with some friends she met many years ago and let
the place be their home too.

Sarais supposed to fix the place up and then decide what she wants to do with it. Sarais under alot of
distress because she wants to go back to New Orleans and run her own business. But, as her awesome
employee, Allyn, tells her she can drive up from Alabama in three hours to check on the store while he runs
it.

I'm not going to say what she ultimately does but it works out for everyone involved.

The book goes back and forth from the present with Sara and the past with Mags. There is a mystery/love
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story in Mags past and it effects Sara as well.
| think most people that like nice little contemporary novels will love this book.
*| received a print book through BookL ookBloggers*

MY BLOG: MelissaMartin's Reading List

Vanessa says

Thisis a perfect, heartwarming novel full of Southern charm and family values. | can't believethisis Lauren
K. Denton'sfirst novel!

Sara Jenkins owns Bits and Pieces, a store filled with antiques, furniture, and odds and ends, in New Orleans,
Louisiana. She grew up in Sweet Bay, Alabamawith her grandmother following her parents' death, but she
only makes occasional trips back, absorbed in her hectic life as a small business owner. As soon as she
turned eighteen, Saraleft Sweet Bay behind, trying to distance herself from the constraints of small-town life
and her eccentric grandmother, Mags.

However, when Mags passes away, Sara returns to Sweet Bay and carries out Mags' wish that Sararestore
her house, which once was a bed and breakfast but now is home to Mags' friends, to its former glory. Mags
only requirement is that Sara restore the house, The Hideaway, but once complete, sheisfree to do with the
house as she pleases. Sara never imagined herself returning to Sweet Bay and certainly never pictured herself
becoming enchanted with The Hideaway like nearly everyone else who passes through its doors, but once
sheis back, sheis charmed by the residents of the old B& B and also by the contractor she hired to carry out
the renovations. Meanwhile, she discovers that her grandmother's life may have been more complicated than
it appeared, and she begins to unravel secrets that shaped Mags into the woman she became and The
Hideaway into the retreat and safe haven it was.

Each time | picked up this story, it filled me with awarm, fuzzy feeling, and the characters became like old
friends, with their unique personalities and likability. I'm not one to return to books that often, but | have an
inkling that | may be rereading this one at some point in the future. Highly, highly recommend to fans of so
many types of fiction: Southern, contemporary, romance, women's, family sagas, etc.

Stacey A. Prose and Palate says

| redize | amin the minority here but I am 50% in to this story and | can not bear to turn another page. | love
southern fiction and | hate to not finish abook. | had very high hopes because | love the setting and the
premise, but it just isn't working for me.

Shelby *trains flying monkeys* says

Sard's eccentric grandmother Mags has passed away, leaving her home (an old bed and breakfast) to Sara.
Sara had left the small town to move to New Orleansto start her own life and she had kinda forgotten to
keep in touch with her grandmother.
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She just remembers that her grandmother Mags was totally different than other grandmothers.

Mag's will statesthat Saraisto restore the old bed and breakfast and then she can do with it what she wants.
It'sfilled with "old people" that were her grandmother's odd assortment of friends. Saramovesin just long
enough to do the task.

Then shefinds an old box of Mags in the attic and discovers that she really didn't know her grandmother as
well as she thought she did.

This book was just plain swest. It wasn't overly so but just right. Like finding a good chocolate in a box of
yucky ones.

Well just go with "it was good."

Booksource: Netgalley in exchange for review.

Debra says

Thisisabeautifully written debut novel (hard to believe it is adebut novel) which pulls at the heartstrings.

When Saraisinformed that her grandmother "Mags' has passed away she returns home to Sweet Bay,
Alabamato "The Hideaway" her grandmother's B& B where Sara spent her childhood. Saraisthere for a
reading of her grandmother's will. She hopesto stay a couple of days and return to her life and store in New
Orleans. But when the will isread, Saralearns that her grandmother has left the Hideaway to her. It makes
sense, sheisthe last remaining relative. Her grandmother asks that she renovate the B& B however she wants
Sarato reside there during the renovations.

While there, Saralearns that there was more to her eccentric grandmother than she ever knew. Y ou think you
know someone right? Her grandmother raised her after her parent's death. Sara thought she knew everything
there was to know about Mags. She remembers Mags as aways being old. But what she learns when she
finds an old key under abench, is that her grandmother was a woman with secrets, with passion and a
woman who once had to make a very difficult choice.

Through the course of the book, the reader also gets to see Mags backstory. We get to see aglimpse into her
life, her thoughts, her love, her pains and her heart breaking decision. Mags was my favorite character. She
did what she wanted and stood up for herself. She alowed her staff to live at the Hideaway and they all
became like family.

Both women in this book are likable and endearing. Thisis a story about family, lost love, found love, a
home with a history, and choices. It iswell written and endearing. Thisis the perfect book to read on a cozy
day. It's neither too heavy nor too light. | enjoyed the characters and the story. Overall, a heartwarming (and
at atime heart-breaking) story about love, loss, choices, secrets, family, friends, and what it means to find
your home!

See more of my reviews at www.openbookpost.com
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Sarah Joint says

Thisis a perfect feel-good read that you can sink right into. It would be a fantastic book to read during a day
on abeach. | wasin the mood for something light and uplifting, and that's what | got. Thisbook isa little
about love, but mostly family. It's funny at times, but mostly heartwarming without being too sappy.

Sarais asuccessful business owner in New Orleans. Her little shop full of odds and ends keeps her busy. Her
romantic lifeis pretty lackluster, but she feels content in general... until she receives a life changing phone
call. Her grandmother, the eccentric Mags, has suddenly passed away. She leaves behind what used to be a
B&B and what is now a ramshackle house full of her long-time friends. In her will, she leavesthe house
and property to Sara and requeststhat sherenovateit and return it toitsformer glory. Thisisthe last
thing Sarawanted to do. She didn't plan on staying in the little seaside town long, eager to return to her
businessin New Orleans. She does want to honor her grandmother's wishes, however, unwilling to go
against the woman who raised her after the untimely death of her parents.

Soon, she'simmersed in restoring The Hideaway, spending time with her grandmother's dearest friends. As
shefalls back into love with her childhood home, it looks like she may also find romance with the
charming man she's hired to renovate. She's aso unearthing old family secrets about her grandmother and
the life sheled, realising she didn't know the woman as well as she thought she did.

We also get chapters from Mag's perspective in the 1960s, starting as awell brought up woman in her early
twenties married to a serial cheater. What brought her to The Hideaway, and what made her stay?

| received an ARC of this book from Net Galley and Thomas Nelson, thank you! My review is honest and
unbiased.

Dale Harcombe says

An unexpected phone call brings sorrow, guilt and change to Sara’s life. It aso brings alot more than she
bargained for. Leaving her businessin New Orleans in the care of her assistant Allyn, she heads back to
Sweet Bay and the old Victorian style house called The Hideaway that holds so many memories. Sara
intends to check out the situation, tie up any loose ends and get back to her antiques shop. Her grandmother
Mags had a different ideain mind. She hoped Sara would remain and renovate the property back to its
former glory. Then sheisfreeto do what she likes with it. Sara plansto sl it. The current occupants of The
Hideaway who have been living there with Mags for many years are unsettled. At least one is antagonistic.
As Sarais going through the property and getting it renovated, ready to sell, she comes across some things
that make her wonder if she knew her grandmother at all. The story not only gives the reader what is
happening in the present day with Sara and the house but also back to Mags from 1960 onwards. Each is
clearly labelled and it is easy to slip from one time frame into the other.

Both Mags and Sara make for interesting reading. They come across as strong, determined women, who
seem very real. The other inhabitants of The Hideaway are an interesting assortment of characters and there
isalove story or two. Much of the story isto do with choice, consequences, secrets and family. | found thisa
charming and enjoyable easy, read, with well-devel oped characters and lovely setting. | aways felt engaged
with the characters even though at times | didn’t agree with choices made by them. That it is the author’s
debut novel gives hope there will be other novelsto come from this author. | look forward to what comes
next. An enjoyable read that kept my attention throughout.
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Pamela says

After awhirlwind of activity in August - out of state company, amini family reunion, heat wave upon heat
wave, RSD setbacks - things have finally settled down enough for me to catch up on reviews. Therefore, I'll
not tarry. Great premise, good writing, wonderful setting, interesting characters, but | have some serious
foundational issues with this novel......

| finished this controversial little charmer several weeks ago on the eve family arrived from Wyoming. The
micro details, such as who wore what and when, might be a bit hazy now but the over all story has remained
with me. And so has the controversial topic of infidelity, which the story is built upon.

Controversial, in the sense that infidelity is romanticized, glorified really as an acceptable behavior and
without remorse. Had this novel been published and marketed by Harper Collins proper, not its Christian
subsidiary, | wouldn't have any qualms with it. The world is what the world is. But to be published and
marketed as Christian fiction, I'm appalled.

For infidelity to be championed in the name of Christianity is atragic reminder of just what thisworld is
coming to. Every day it seems Christian values are becoming more and more distorted and diluted,
compromised and denied to the point of being unrecognizable or distinguishable from secular and/or other
worldly ideals and forms of religion. All in the name of popularity, conformity, political correctness,
deniable responsibility, and self promotion.

That's not to say | don't appreciate Christian authors and publishers tackling controversial topics. They
should tackle the hard stuff. Life can be very hard and cruel, at times. But Christian fiction should point to
God the Father and Jesus Christ the son as hope for all humanity. Characters who get their hearts broken, fall
to temptation, sink in sin, get ssammed by life, or find themselves in a hopel ess ditch should come to a point
of acknowledgement of wrongs and grow as a character. They become transformed by their experience. This
didn't happen in The Hideaway

Now, | know this review isn't my normal feel good vein of stating what does and doesn't work for me.
Sometimes though | have to make a stand for my convictions, lest like the charactersin this book | find
myself separated from God in aditch of worldly compromise.

If thiswere secular fiction 3 1/2 - 4 Stars
Asis; 2 Stars

Sherri Thacker says

What awonderful book thiswas!! The whole time | was picturing myself sitting on the front porch of this
great place they called The Hideaway. It is a fabulous story about love, life, family and friends. | loved it
from the very first page to the very last page and | didn't want this book to end. Highly recommend to

M adison says

The Hideaway is absolutely charming, featuring two intertwined stories of love, self-discovery, and the
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search for peace.

Deep in the heart of the South is a dilapidated, quirky, and much-loved old home. The Hideaway is a shelter
for those who are lost or want to escape society. For Sara, growing up there with her equally quirky
grandmother, the Hideaway was embarrassing and as a young adult she quickly escaped to New Orleans to
start her own business. Now her grandmother is dead and Sara has been left with the Hideaway, its
remaining occupants, and the task of refurbishing the house. But the longer she stays, the harder it isto
imagine leaving. She also begins to uncover the secrets her grandmother closely guarded and startsto fall in
love with the charming contractor refurbishing what is quickly becoming her home.

This book iswritten in two sets of alternating chapters. The first from Sara, present day as she returns to her
childhood home after the death of her grandmother. The other chapters are written from the perspective of
Mags, Sara's grandmother, dating from the 1960s as Mags escaped an unfaithful husband, learned to love
again, stand on her own feet, and never again let someone's judgement shape who she was.

The Hideaway is set in the Deep South of the USA and is predictably charming. The setting lends the story a
laid-back feel and peacefulness that so perfectly suits both Mags and Saras journeys. Often, with books that
have paralld story lines, | find myself preferring one and hurrying through the other, but | enjoyed Mags and
Sards stories equally. They fit into the other seamlessly. The reader |earns the reasons why Mags ran as Sara
returns home, and the reason Mags was content to stand out and be different even if it made the people
around her ashamed is made clear as Saralearns who her grandmother was and what had happened in her life
to shape her choices.

Sara dowly discovers pieces of her grandmother's story through old postcards, pictures, and secrets pried
from the residents of the Hideaway. | absolutely loved reading Mags' story - such determination and love in
the face of hardship. Saras story is equally enjoyable. | particularly enjoyed her romance with Crawford,
who is so supportive and patient with Sara. The residents of the Hideaway, both from Sara and Mags' time,
bring vibrancy and humour to the story, as does Sara's business partner and friend Allyn (green hair, noise
ring, good taste and al - | really love Allyn).

Considering the publisher, | think it is pertinent to note that The Hideaway is not Christian fiction, just
published by a publisher who usually publishes Christian fiction. Thereis one, brief mention of God and
church attendance, but faith is never discussed. This story is general fiction and perfect for a wide range of
readers. For readers who like to know such things, please note there is no coarse language or sex scenes, but
adultery isalarge part of the story.

The Hideaway is a charming novel, as calming in spirit as the setting and as beautiful as its the message of
being content within one's self. The Hideaway is perfect for readers who enjoy romance and strong, personal
stories.

The publishers provided an advanced readers copy of this book for reviewing purposes. All opinions are my
own.

Find more reviews, reading age guides, content advisory, and recommendations on my blog Madison's
Library.

Lorilin says

Sara Jenkins owns a successful antiques store in New Orleans. Sheis mostly content with her life: proud of
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her success but also a bit lonely, too. Her one surviving family member, her grandmother, Mags, runs a bed
and breakfast called The Hideaway in Sweet Bay, Alabama. And though Sara wishes she could get over to
visit her more often, somehow she never finds the time. But when Mags dies suddenly, leaving the B & B to
her only heir, Saraisforced to revisit her childhood home and decide if she wants to honor her grandmother's
wish to restore the old house to its former glory or just sell the dilapidated building and move on.

Of course Sarais hesitant to put too much of her energy into the house at first, especially with her bustling
lifein New Orleans waiting. But as she spends more time with the locals and then starts unearthing shocking
information about her grandmother's dramatic, passion-filled past, Sara finds herself more and more invested
in the fate of The Hideaway and her future in Sweet Bay.

Thisisasolidly entertaining book. It's light and humorous, well-written and well-devel oped. The characters
are down-to-earth, fun, and relatable, easy to connect with and equally easy to forget. The book is
satisfying...also very predictable. But even though | knew where the story was headed within the first fifty
pages or so, | still enjoyed reading the rest of it. Basically, The Hideaway is the perfect "good grief, | just
need a mental break!" kind of book. It was the sweet and simple escape from reality that | didn't even know |
needed. | redly enjoyed it.

ARC provided through Amazon Vine.

See more book reviews at www.bugbugbooks.com.
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