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Loxley Fiddleback can see the dead, but the problem is... the dead can see her.

Ghosts have always been cruel to Loxley Fiddleback - but none more than the spirit of her only friend, aive
only hours earlier. Loxley isn't equipped to solve amurder: she lives near the bottom of a cutthroat, strip-
mined metropolis known as “The Hole,” suffers from crippling anxiety and can't cope with strangers. Worse
still, she's haunted.

She inherited her ability to see spirits from the women of her family, but the dead see her, too. Ghosts are
drawn to her, and their lightest touch leaves her with painful wounds.

Loxley swearsto take blood for blood and find her friend' s killer. In doing so, she uncovers a conspiracy that
rises all the way to the top of The Hole. As her enemies grow wise to her existence, she becomes the quarry,
hunted by a brutal enforcer named Hiram McClintock. In sore need of confederates, Loxley must descend
into the strangest depths of the city in order to have the revenge she seeks and, ultimately, her own salvation.
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Scott says

Every Mountain Made Low is a supernatural thriller about a young woman, autistic and suffering from
crippling social anxiety, who can see ghosts. The book takes place in the 1980s, but has an aternate history
from ours. Loxley Fiddleback livesin a massive city composed of nine stacked rings (which may be an
obvious metaphor or just a cute reference), with the wealthy at the top and the lower levels being poor and
crime-ridden. When her only friend is murdered, she vows revenge, but how does someone who can't even
look people in the eye take down awealthy, powerful and guarded boss?

It is a decent enough story all around, but what impressed me most was the author's portrayal of Loxley's
condition and behaviors. | used to be alot like her, maybe not quite as severe, and I've gotten better as I've
gotten older, and | have to say the way she actsisright on the mark. | always appreciate when an author gets
something like that right. That said, while | liked Loxley very much towards the beginning, much later in the
novel there were many times | just wanted to shake her. I'm not trying to be mean, like | said | can relate, but
it is easy to see why other people find her aggravating. Which is another thing | should mention; if you need
alot of likeable charactersin your fiction, this may not be the book for you, because there really aren't any.
A good read for people who can tolerate them.

Emily Adams says

In one word: incredible.

In many words: this book is for anyone who likes the unordinary and strange. Over time, you get to know the
protagonist like you would afriend. Sheis like an onion, with each layer you love her alittle bit deeper.
Through her eyes you will understand what autism can feel like and that, while different, sheis as strong (if
not stronger), intelligent, and capabl e as those without autism.

| fully enjoyed following her through the craziness that became her life and | would recommend this book to
everyone. Thumbs up!

Kagama-the Literaturevixen says

I got this ARC from Netgalley and thisis my honest review.
Not for me | am afraid.

Loxley isayoung woman with adisability. Autism maybe. She can aso see ghosts.Her mother told her it
was in their blood.Of course her mother is dead now and Loxley is alone left to fend for herself against the
living and the dead.

"Her mother could see the recently dead . Her mother said al the women of Loxley’s family could see them,
but that had never been demonstrated because she’ d had never met any of her other kin. Her mother always
said there was nothing to fear from the deceased , but Loxley knew better. The lightest touch from a spirit
would strike her like a hammer and bruise her terribly. When they could, the dead would cling to her like
drowning victims. Ghosts might kill her if they were angry, and they were always angry at her for some
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reason."

There are some nice people though like Nora.Loxley is distraught when she finds Nora dead with a
bullethole in her head.

| tried to give afeel for the book with my plot description up there.lts a very sparse writing style and often
was al abit too grimy and depressing for me reading about Loxley being ridiculed,sexually assaulted etc

The blurb makesit out like Loxley ison amission to avenue her friend/love interest but its mostly other
characters who drive the plot along with our maincharacter bobbing along. | thought maybe once | realized
Loxley had a disability it would be something similar to Emily Watsons sleuthing character in "Trixie" a
moviethat | had quite the thing for once upon atime.

| was a so confused about the setting as we see it through Loxleys eyes and her viewpoint is not very clear
because of her disability. Dystopian | settled for but might be wrong.

Rosemarie Short says

If | wereto try to simplify Every Mountain Made Low, | might say that reading this book islike being
submerged in avery cold, very deep vat of water, without any warning, and without knowing how to swim.
Be warned now — | wouldn't necessarily recommend someone read this book for pleasure. Itisn’t abeach /
poolside paperback. Thisis some heavy stuff. I’'m talking dealing with disabilities, sexual assault, murder,
torture...not exactly story hour topics.

Saying that, | really liked this book.

| am always banging on about trying to find something different in the fantasy / sci-fi genre. Well thisis
certainly different. | found Loxley to be an incredibly compelling heroine — possibly because her autism
made her very unpredictable (ironic, perhaps, considering how important predictability and routineisto
those with autism). I ve never read a book in this genre where the main character had learning difficulties
and | found the view Loxley gave me as areader simultaneously painful and fascinating.

Loxley learns alot of lessons throughout the book. She has to grapple with the idea of bad people being able
to do good things (Officer Crutchfield) and good people doing bad things (Nora). She has to explore her
sexuality (spoiler; not only does Loxley have autism, sheis also gay) and come to terms with the fact that her
recently deceased Mother didn’t know everything about the world. All this surrounds a plot centered around
vengeance against a religion-obsessed kingpin, determined to overthrow this version of the Government and
unafraid to kill those who get in hisway.

Her autism not being enough to make her different — Loxley can also see ghosts. These spirits are hideous
shades of their former selves, desperate to touch her to regain some sensation of being alive again. If they
touch her she suffers crippling pain and, in some special cases, they become a part of her. There was a point
at which | wondered whether the seeing ghosts thing was actually all in her head, and that she was actually
just experiencing schizophrenia and devel oping alternate personalities to deal with the trauma of what was
going on in her life. However White' s writing seems to definitely point to the ghosts being real —giving her
knowledge she couldn’t possibly know when they meld with her. This ability helps her unravel mysteries and
brings her to the attention of both the good and the bad — changing her carefully structured life irreparably.

White writes Loxley in away which | think is uncomfortable and yet also relatable. Having afamily member
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with autism myself, | could see the traits written as being authentic to many autistic people. All signs and
symptoms are different, depending on the person, but | found myself alternately being horrified by and
enjoying her point of view. She's not easy to love but she's difficult to dislike too.

If I wereto be critical, my only comment would be that, at over four hundred pages, the book felt just alittle
heavy. However with so much story to tell, it’slittle wonder that the length iswhat it is.

I would recommend this to the fearless reader, aching for something fresher than the typical Y A Fantasy
fayre. Steel yourselves though —thisisn’t an easy read. It is, however, aworthwhile one.

L aura says

Well... that was weird. In aworld where every other novel feels like a copy of that one other novel you read
one or two or ten years ago, finding a story so damn original was overwhelming. Its inventiveness doesn't
always work well, but there are many great things to rescue from it.

Loxley isacompelling character. Everything about her is endlessly interesting: she's a gay woman with
some unspecified mental disability who works as afarmer, market seller, street musician and as assistant to
an apothecary in a post-apocal yptic/dystopian city. Oh, and she is able to see ghosts, and acquire their skills
and knowledge by touching them. Sheis pretty much afull story on her own.

But then, the story takes her down a path of murder and revenge, politics, mobsters and an ill placed
romance. It's not that any of those are bad, per sg, it'sjust that they're too much.

The first few pages can be incredibly frustrating, since you're trying to understand L oxley and the way she
views her unfamiliar and confusing world, and when you're finally getting accustomed to it, the perspective
suddenly changes to Nora's, which is like a breath of fresh air.

Then the main conflict begins, and the narrative takes of, leaving you behind, utterly perplexed. Catching up
is complicated, since you're suddenly changing from a ghost-possession situation to a high speed chase
through an urban steampunk-ish landscape, wondering all the time wether Loxley's descriptions are literal or
metaphorical. It's madness.

Thus, while the main character and the setting are incredibly interesting, the story ends up being
underwhelming, and it almost getsin the way of Loxley's potential. Sure, a good revenge story is always nice
to read, but it just didn't seem like the sort of task you set for the girl who starts her story fedling terrified of
loud noises.

| don't mean to say that Loxley's exploits are beyond her capabilities, but that her character development felt
rushed and unexplored. Even the 'little things|, like her romance with Jayla, would've been so much more
enjoyableif it had been properly paced.

(I believe the whole story takes place in less than a month? | might be wrong, but | read it like that and that's
why | didliked the pacing).

In the end, the one and only reason | enjoyed this book was Loxley. Once | got accustomed to her, reading
her was a delight. Sheis scared, confused and overwhelmed most of the time, but she never stops pushing
forward. Sheisinsulted, underestimated and hurt by most of the people she meets, but even when she feels
doubt she keeps going, and eventually finds people who are willing to see her for who sheis.

Loxley isworth 5 stars, but | knocked one star down because of the whole mess that Tailypo, Duke and
Hiram are. They were just annoying.
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Daisy says

Quality Rating: Three Stars
Enjoyment Rating: Four Stars

O Thanksto NetGalley for this ebook for review [

Every Mountain Made Low was, for the most part, very enjoyable. It's only really just occurring to me how
strange that title is; there's no clear link to the story, and the general atmosphere it suggests doesn't suit this
book. Nonethel ess, White had an engaging premise, a great protagonist and executed his story very well in
places - but overall, | can't help feeling that this novel didn't reach its full potential, both in storyline and
style. Towards the end, | got the feeling that a word count was trying to be met, rather than the tide of the
story naturally taking White along to the end.

White's writing style was generally unremarkable, but concise enough to leave the reader open to engage
with the storyline. | often struggle to find something to talk about when there's nothing blatant to praise or
criticise in the style of prose, but actually the fact that | was ableto fall so easily into the story White was
trying to tell is a huge strength of the book in itself.

Every Mountain Made Low has a pretty standard crime-based storyline, but with an added twist of ghosts.
When | first read the description of this book on NetGalley, that was certainly something that stuck out to
me. In the end, it ended up being less of a key concept and more of alittle flavour to the action scenes - when
| mentioned that this book didn't reach its full potential, this was definitely one of the things that could've
been utilised better. The whole flow of White's ideas could've improved from alittle more work, but there
was a solid enough world holding things together that it was still enjoyable.

When | began this book my immediate thought was 'five stars, | love it." From there on certain things
happened that | wasn't so happy with, and then areally good part came up again and | was continually
switching between five and four stars (and sometimes three, I'll be honest). | was still pretty undecided three-
guartersin as to how to rate this book, but then the downward spiral started to come undone. The biggest
weakness of thisbook isthat it losesits steam towards the ends: where the beginning had been overal quite
slow in worldbuilding, character devel opment and events, the end suddenly had so much condensed into a
much smaller space. Normally this wouldn't have torn down a book so much for me, but the momentum of
the initial engagement had just run out by that time. Suddenly characters felt very inconsistent past Loxley
and there were huge jumps in relationship dynamics in favour of getting to the end of the plot. The
conclusion definitely dragged on longer than we needed for how quickly things felt like they were wrapped
up. | felt like I'd missed two or three chapters right in the middle of the book where everything should've
been properly transitioned into the approach of the climax. Instead, we go from the ‘everyday' - however
horrible and strange that is for Loxley - into the concluding sequences, when really we needed just alittle bit
more establishing of where we were headed.

If we're talking about the charactersin this book, Loxley isreally al the focus you have. Don't get me wrong,
there'sawhole host of various different people, but no oneis really given that much attention in terms of
development as our protagonist is. Understandably, I'll admit, because Loxley is abrilliant portrayal of a
strong character with alearning disability - something I've come across maybe twice before in my many
years of reading. As someone who doesn't know that much about learning disabilities (and so doesn't want to
assume Loxley has autism as opposed to another learning disability), the narration did areally good job of
showing how Loxley reactsto thingsis perfectly understandable from her perspective, but points out where
other people just don't understand her. Manipulation and general ignorance towards her disability were also
shown pretty well, | think, and White intertwined it all quite naturally within the primarily crime-based
storyline.
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A sort of dystopian meets crime thriller ghost story, Every Mountain Made Low isavery interesting addition
to bookshelves. | haven't seen such unflinching diversity for awhile, and it was so nice to read about
characters who aren't in the mainstream but don't even really ponder on the fact that they aren't. Though
things drifted off towards the end for me, | enjoyed reading it for the most part and think the adult crime
genre will welcome it happily.

Daytr pa says

Unsettling but intriguing

Maryam says

Review originally published on The Curious SFF Reader

Well | am usually bad at writing book synopsis but this book isn't making the process easier. | don't even
know the genre of this story, it is dealing with issues like disablity and Down syndrome, it has elements of
horror (the main characters sees ghosts and can host their spirit), it's also dealing with dystopian society (a
huge corporation is managing the country and people are put in extremely rigid class system)

. The plot is also pretty odd because in the first third of the book, we only follow the daily life of Loxley, the
main character who seems to be autistic, and her interaction with the world. Because of her condition,
Loxley isa pretty unreliable narrator and she has issues dealing with other people and that can make her
interactions with other people fairly cringy. Almost everyone is a douche with her, calling her « retarted »
and « dumb » all the time and it was really hard for me to read about because | wanted to punch them or just
take Loxley away so that she could be left alone. | know this type of behaviour existsin real life against
people with disability, poor people, refugees or just people who are different but it's still hard for me to read
about bullies like this.

If people being douche to other people is something that you don't like reading about, thisis going to upset
you.

The plot isthin, it's not uninteresting but it's not particularly amazing in anyway. Basically, the only adult in
Loxley'slife that isn't a complete asshole to her, Nora, is murdered and Loxley wants to find the cul prit and
kill him. As much as the plot wasn't anything new, | was intrigued enough by the characters and the world to
continue on. | would have liked the book more if the worldbuilding was a little more coherent and explained.
That might have been because the story was narrated by Loxley but | didn't feel that the world felt real. It felt
like we only knew a small portion of the world and that the other part just didn't matter. Then again, | think
that it was explained by Loxley POV. She didn't care about the rest of the world so she couldn't bring herself
to talk about it and she only threw some hints on what was happening out there. It was the author bias but
still, | wanted more.

The writing was quite straightforward, it didn't blew me away but it fitted the tone of the story perfectly
which was a good thing.

Overal, | can't say that | enjoyed the book but, | really don't think that it's meant to be enjoyed if that makes
any senses. | wasintrigued by it but it left me a bit confused. | never really grasped what the author was
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trying to do (if anything) and | can't really find any « targeted public ». | mean usually when | don't like a
book, | can at least see who could appreciate it or for which public it was written but, with this book, | have
no clue! | wouldn't especially recommend it to anyone, if you want to give atry, please do but otherwise, |
don't see myself pushing thisin any hands!

Christopher says

| thought Every Mountain Made Low was well-written, with an interesting alternate history setting, a unique
protagonist, and some compelling characters. The book was a bit confusing at times, but | believed that to be
intentional based on the main character's difficulty relating to the world around her (she's clearly somewhere
on the autism spectrum). | did at first find this viewpoint frustrating, but that wore off.

Loxley, the protagonist, spends alot of time behaving in ways that are frustrating to the reader, because
they're not the ways in which "normal” people would react to a given situation. She is brusque, loses focus
rapidly, and has little capability to understand the nuances of conversation or body language. | was very
much reminded of the main character in Mark Haddon's The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time,
who is also autistic (though that's about where the similarities between the books end). | found that book
difficult to read at firgt, too, but like with Every Mountain Made Low, came around on it as | began to accept
the hero's differences and reshape my thinking.

The plot itself moves along rapidly and remains pretty coherent, once you accept the supernatural elements.
The book's alittle short, which means that most of the characters get abit of a short shrift -- there might be
too many for anovel this size. | found the revelation of what happens when Loxley allows ghosts to interact
with her compelling, and | enjoyed seeing her dealing with other characters, human and not-so-human
(Tailypo is afascinating character and | deeply wish the book had developed him more). The action was
satisfying, the world-building enjoyable, and the writing itself is solid.

I'm startled by the scores this book is receiving. | can understand some of the complaints, but one star frankly
feels tremendously harsh to me -- | reserve that kind of score for things that are terribly written and make me
wonder how the hell they ever got published. Every Mountain Made Low is nowhere near that level. This
book rewards the effort one makes to understand the protagonist's point of view and to join her on her
journey. | hope we haven't seen the last of her.

Andria says

[Warning: Thisnovel includes graphic sexual content and non-consensual advances.

Another reader commented

Miriam Joy says

Thiswas... aweird book. | don't really know where to begin with reviewing it, but since it was from
NetGalley, I'll do my best and hopefully copy it acrossto my blog at some point.

This book isweird because it's very hard to explain what it's about. It's hard enough to pin down its genre.
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There are ghosts, but | wouldn't really call it fantasy. In some ways it's alternate history. It's got a strange,
subterranean world hollowed out by miners and within it, anew hierarchy and new set of rules.

It's also weird because of the way it's told -- much of it from the perspective of Loxley, who doesn't exactly
experience the world the way most people do. | read her as potentially autistic for much of the book, but then
acharacter used an insult that's usually used to refer to people with Down's Syndrome, so I'm not sure which
it was. From what | know, it seemed more likely that she was autistic, but without that having been explicitly
stated, | could be wrong. (Insults are rarely medically accurate, though, and regional use may aso vary.)
Either way, she has an unconventional perspective and sometimes struggles to process sensory information,
making her narrative alittle hard to follow because White doesn't shy away from fully immersing the reader
in Loxley's mind, however confusing it might be.

For along while, | wasn't sureif this book had a plot. But it does. It's actually quite a good one, in places,
though alittle bit mismatched. There are various subplots that | would have liked to see more of -- Loxley as
aviolinist, for example, though I'm biased when it comes to musician characters. And there was never really
an explanation for the supernatural aspect to the book which, while not 100% necessary, is usually
something | appreciate. The worldbuilding on the whole felt somewhat incompl ete, which contributed to my
uncertainty with the first half of the book -- | was disoriented, and couldn't find quite enough plot threads to
cling onto while | found my feet. However, | got there in the end, and things come together quite effectively.
It might possibly have been better if they'd got there faster, as | considered putting the book down earlier on,
but intheend | wasglad | didn't.

The writing didn't blow my mind (though | have high standards so that isn't unexpected), but it's effective.
There was a clear difference between Loxley's perspective and others, and though her "condition” was never
named or properly identified, the narration was emotive enough to make it clear how it affected her and her
perception. It was interesting to have a neurodivergent protagonist whose story is not about their condition (I
use that word because the characters did and because | don't know exactly what Loxley had): she's going
about her protagonist business, but with the added layer of being terrified by certain sensations and
situations, and not really understanding how to interact with people around her. It was also intriguing how
that crossed over with the supernatural element of things, though it was unclear whether that was genuinely
rea or if it wasin Loxley's head. It seemed to be the former, but no one else saw it, so it's hard to be certain.

| didn't exactly enjoy the book, because | spent quite alot of it feeling like | was outside the story and
couldn't get fully immersed until | understood more about the world and what was going on. However, it
definitely grew on me, and | was glad | decided against marking it asa DNF. As| said before, the plot did
come together for an effective ending, and | haven't even mentioned that it has a significant f/f relationship
that doesn't end in tragedy -- remarkable, really, that that hasn't come up in the review more. | guess my anti-
sex filter was set a bit too high, because | didn't get overly invested in it: it was largely physical, which
doesn't interest me, though there was an emotional component too that | could appreciate.

Anyway, | should probably offer some trigger warnings for the book. There's some attempted rape, some
brutal murder, and some reasonably explicit sex, any or all of which may put off some readers. Thereis also
afair bit of bad language including ableist insults directed at Loxley (not unexpected, given the alt-history
setting), so if words like 'retard' and 'mongoloid’ make you uncomfortable, it might be better to give this one
amiss.

So while | won't be pressing this on everyone | mest, it ended up surpassing the expectations created by the
first couple of chapters, and I'd probably rateit 2.5 or 3 stars.
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Shannon says

After investing in 200 pages | still did not have any warm feelings for Loxley. Skimmed about 30 more &
after that-till 150+ to go so | said FORGET IT. So many interactions between characters & Loxley were
basicaly: You're aretard. | am not! (Author's wording not mine.) Tiring & boring.

Justin says

This was one of those books that snuck up on me. | went in cold not quite knowing what to expect. White
has created an incredible world of status through the rings within the world. It was arisk making Loxley be
autistic as sheis often abused by her boss and by the ghosts that she can see. As areader, this made me a bit
uncomfortableif | am being honest. Abuse in any form to female charactersis difficult, it amped up dueto
the Loxley character. | felt tense reading the book. Other than those feelings, the story itself was an
interesting one which | really enjoyed. It would be hard to recommend the book, even though it was a good
story. | gave this one 3.5 stars.

*| want to thank NetGalley for the opportunity to read this book ahead of time. | received it for freein
exchange for an honest review.

Chrissays

*copy from Netgalley in exchange for areview*

Every Mountain Made Low is a sci-fi novel from Alex White. It takes place in atown-within-a-mountain,
somewhere in adightly aternate Alabama, following a protagonist with a somewhat unique perspective, as
she attempts to avenge a murder, and, preferably, survive.

The world the reader is thrown into is a heavily stratified one, geographically and socially. The population
appear to live in concentric rings within a mountain which isitself being mined for ore. Each ring closer to
the floor of the workings also seems to indicate adrop in social class. The higher rings are popul ated by
foremen, engineers and technical specialists, or, even further up, by corporate presidents. The lower rings are
filled with workers, slumlords, the baffled and the dispossessed. Those working the mines are protected at
shift change by armed guards — though they seem to serve the dual purpose of protecting the miners and
effectively restraining them.

Thistowering society, delving into the pit, is a part of something larger, rising out of Alabama. There are
other cities — Jacksonville, Atlanta— within reach, though all seem to be under the nominal authority of “The
Con”, a sprawling corporation which effectively owns the continental United States. The Con are ruthless
and exploitative, driving their own agenda of profit without much in the way of mercy. For all that though,
they’re apart of athriving urban ecosystem, and the brief piece of their history that is mentionedisonel’d
like to see explored further.

Near the bottom of the creaking machinery that drives the Holeis our protagonist, Loxley. I’ ve got to give
points to the author for providing us with a protagonist with avery distinct point of view, and maintaining
that distinction throughout the text. Loxley is certainly different from other people. She doesn’t cope well
with loud noises or crowds, and isn't very good at reading expressions, or decoding speech where the tone,
words and meaning are in oppasition. Sheis not, however, as sheinsists herself, a stupid person —
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understanding the world within her constraints very well.

It s difficult to explain how impressed | was with this as a narrative device. It's atricky read, but the author
provides us a set of eyes which do not see entirely as one might expect, but maintain their own consistency.
Asthe book progressed, | found | could follow Loxley’s state of mind, see her objections as she attempted to
parse details from her environment. Thisis atip-top portrayal of acomplex individual, with adistinct way of
seeing the world — and the text is no less compelling (and perhaps more so) for having attempted to provide
thisview.

Then there’ s the fact that Loxley can see ghosts. These fetid, rather unpleasant creatures seem to surface
from the bodies of the recently deceased, where they suffered a violent death. They don’t seem to like
Loxley much, either — interacting with them seemsto give great pain to her, but they seem very keen to reach
out to her, in the same way that cats play with alone mouse.

Loxley’ s backed up by a supporting cast who run the gamut of what we might think of as standard points of
view. Of particular note is her friend Nora, a sharp tongued pragmatist with a gift for self-examination, and a
larger gift for sating the wrong thing at the wrong time. Nora is sometimes caustic, damaged, and very well
aware of her position in the hierarchy of the Hole. There were afew moments where she seemed to have
lapses of judgment that served the story rather than the character, but these did fit into an existing framework
of decisions, and so there wasn’'t much to complain about.

The antagonists — well, one of them receives rather alot of character detail. In contrast to Loxley, who
changes alittle over the course of the text, becoming more accepting of others, and smoothing out the jangles
surrounding her perception of the world, thisindividual doesn’t change much at al. But there’' s a smooth
coolness to each of their scenes, a calm, focused viciousness which is rather unnerving. Still, it would have
been great to see more of them, as well as thecauses and individual s they answered to. There's enough here
to build animosity, and enough complexity on display that the antagonists aren’t simply paper targets— but a
few more paragraphs here and there would have been, if not useful, certainly intriguing.

The plot begins with our introduction to Loxley, but quickly becomes arather fraught tale of murder,
investigation and revenge. Thefirst half doestake a bit of getting into, it’s definitely a slow burn — but once |
was on board with Loxley and her world, | found it very difficult to put down. The second act carries a raft
of tension and implications, and if the dénouement was perhaps to be expected, it was nonetheless well
crafted.

Isit worth reading? | think the unique perspective of the protagonist may make it a struggle in some cases,
and I’ d suggest reading asamplefirst, if you can. But if the prose works for you, then the world and
characters are vivid and interesting, and perhaps alittle different from anything else available right now. It's
agood story, in aworld | want to see more of, with an ambitiously portrayed main character — | enjoyed it,
and I’d recommend you giveit atry, to seeif you do as well.

Katie Greenwood says

** Actual rating - 2.5**

This book was not for me. It took me an absolute age to read. The plot was utterly insane and | didn't
particularly like any of the characters. | still, to this day can't explain the plot nor the mativations behind it.
There were an awful lot of elementsto this novel, it was dystopian in the construction of the setting, yet it
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was meant to be set during the 1980's, the main character had social anxiety and autism but could also see
ghosts. Loxley, the aforementioned main character, saw the spirits of those that hadn't yet passed on. They
flocked to her like mothsto a flame, their touch causing her immeasurable pain but giving her the ability to
relive their final day.

Whilst | think having representation in novelsis fantastic, | can't comment on how accurately represented
autism and socia anxiety is. Loxley certainly seems to have an extreme case of both with loud noises
terrifying her, crowds rendering her near motionless and the inability to notice social cues.

If you're thinking thisis going to a be light hearted read it isn't. It'sincredibly dark and deals with some
incredibly sensitive topics. | have to commend the author from not shying away from them but again | can't

comment on how they were depicted.

I'd definitely suggest reading with caution. This novel has alot of death, violence and sexual assault content.
All of which are pretty graphic.

Thiswas definitely wasn't for me but that's not to say you wouldn't enjoy it! If you can puzzle out the plot
please let me know.
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