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Welcome to Trowbridge City. It's home to superheroes, maniacal villains, and everyday citizens. The stories
here aren't about good versus evil, but about hard choices, prejudices, and experiences complicated by
superpowers. Lemon "Em" Law is a super genius and she's also the daughter of Trowbridge's most infamous
super villain, Yellow Fellow. After being fired, bullied by her professor, and dumped all in the same day
there's only one thing she can do! And that's work on her thesis. Truth is, the last thing Em wants to be is
evil. Unfortunately that thesis of hers is so revolutionary it could be dangerous. Is she ready to learn the
secrets behind the masks?
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Christine says

Lemon's Thesis, the first in Gloria Weber's Unmasking series, is like reading a comic book in prose form. It
has everything one loves about comics, minus the artwork. Strong characters, fun and at times heartbreaking
plot, superpowers, and fabulous names. I also very much enjoyed the added onomatopoeia to give it that
comic feel. Can't wait to read more stories in this universe! Lots of subplots and foreshadowing to be tackled
in future additions.

Emily Wrayburn says

Review originally posted on A Keyboard and an Open Mind, March 14, 2016:

It’s been a good while since I read anything with superheroes in it, and the last one wasn’t that great.
Thankfully, Gloria Weber has set up both an interesting setting and well-developed characters, which meant
my Friday evening spent reading this was time well spent.

Lemon “Em” Law is a super-genius living in Trowbridge City, a city heavily populated with superheroes and
villains. As the daughter of one of the city’s most infamous supervillains, Em is pretty used to being vilified
by everyone around her, She tries to ignore the negative treatment and instead work on her thesis.
Unfortunately, the connections she makes during her research mean that her identity puts even more people
in danger…

Trowbridge City is really well developed, and the world-building is nicely woven into the plot. I didn’t
notice any info-dumps, but little details like a news program specifically designed to follow super news gave
us the information we needed when we needed it. The fact that Em is also attending college throughout the
book allows for professors to throw in tid-bits of information, and flashbacks from other characters’ POVs
filled in the gaps where necessary.

Em is a really well-drawn character; I really felt for her as time after time, people sneered at her or whispered
behind her back. Other characters, from the university’s Dean Chambers, to Yellow Fellow himself, and
other heroes and villains who made appearances, all felt distinct and unique. The bonus chapter at the end
also drew a really good picture of Em’s mother, and how a person could get to the point where they would
end up in a relationship with someone like Yellow Fellow.

The book is quite short, and I did feel a bit “What? Is that all?!” when I got to the end, but I am definitely
keen to see where the series continues to go, and to spend more time with Em in Trowbridge City.

(Thanks to Gloria Weber for a free copy of this book)


