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Now that Alfreda has begun to learn the Wise Arts, she is needed at home in the village of Sun Return. The
woods around the cabin are alive with poltergeists. Candles light by themselves, and even the rocks dance.
Thereis much work for an apprentice practitioner.

But a more dangerous task calls. For a new family has moved to the frontier; afamily with strange ambitions
and even stranger powers. And chief among them is an enigmatic man known on the Other Side as The
Keeper of Souls....
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From Reader Review Kindred Rites for online ebook

zjakkelien says

| actually liked this book better than its prequel. Where Night callsfelt rather digointed to me, with Allie
learning random magic and solving random problems while describing rituals in great unnecessary detail,
Kindred rites had aclear story line. Y es, there are multiple problems for her to solve, but she learns some
things she needs for the last conflict in the beginning of the book, making it seem like one story and not a
few short storiesin arow that happen to be about the same person. The only thing | think could have been
left out was the poltergeist. Why was it there? | don't think it added anything to the story, and all of a sudden
it's gone and we never get an explanation as to why. The attractive things about these books are Allie's
character and the cosy atmosphere. And | liked that Allie was doing afew more things on her own.

Carolyn says

The continuing adventures of Allie. Y ou know how you wish that really good book you were reading could
go on for another 100 pages? This one really needed them, and oh how | felt the lack. | love this book, and
reread it whenever | read Night Calls, but be warned, I've been waiting for the next book in the series now
for more than a decade.

Verity Brown says

| finally got around to reading more of Allie's adventures. And | enjoyed reading about them. Buit....

Although it's only been ayear since | read Night Calls, after a couple of chapters of this sequel | came to the
conclusion that | needed to go back and reread the original book. Since | had just finished reading another
sequel that *didn't* require me to go back and reread the first book in order to relocate my footing in the
story, | was definitely frustrated by the difference.

Then there's the fact that it turns out that this alternate Americareally isn't as alternate asit looked in the first
book. Washington *wasn't* actually aking (some people just called him that), and alot of the other vague
hints we got in the first book were just wibbley wobbley instead of pointing to real differences. The only
really substantial difference, it turns out, is the existence of magic, which isfar less interesting than the
originally hinted-at alternate history.

Those things aside, thisis acompelling story that is much more focused than the original book. It takes some
time to build up to the actual plot arc, but once it's there, the story moves quickly.

I'm rounding up to 4 stars because | did enjoy the story, but in reality it'sin the 3.5 to 3.75 range, because |
can't let the things | mentioned at the beginning of this review just slide.

Hillary says
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Oh yeah, sogood . . .

As good as the first and better. Once the plot thickened, well it stayed that way till the last 5 pages, Here |
come Book 3

Tana says

This second book in the series was better than the first (but do read them in order). More suspense. Allieis
growing up and learning more magic, but as her Aunt has warned her, there are evil things that want to
control young magic users.

Sue Lyssa Stone Shaffer says

The continuing tales of Allie (Alfreda) isalyrical and compelling addition to one of the most under-rated
seriesin fantasy, ya, paranormal, horror litefiction.

| love dark fantasy the Tales of Alfredafitsthe genre perfectly. Set in an alternate America during the age of
pioneers, where magic can be a gift or acurse. There is more to fear in the dark than you thought.

Never gory, never extreme, Kindred Rites is so much more than its marketing implies.

Kimbriel is on my see anew book buy it list. No questions asked. | am eagerly anticipating the release of the
next book in the series. Try it Mikey, you will most definitely like it. (Though do start with book one...)

E_bookpushers says

Review originally posted here: http://thebookpushers.com/2014/02/20/...

Publisher: Book View Cafe

Publish Date: Out now

How | got this book: Purchased

“...weareall Death’'s pupils, we practitioners—students of the great healer.”

When magic broke freein my blood, | chose to follow our ancient family path and become a practitioner.
I’m learning to heal, and to protect innocents. | dip into minds, stalk vampires, and set wards by the light of

the moon. | can hear the children of the night calling.

But there are other families...and other paths. Families with twisted ambitions and frightening powers. On
the frontier, folk whisper that one clan is the most dangerous of all.

Chief among those dark sorcerersis a man known as the Keeper of Souls.

And now he wants to keep mine.
This blurb came from Goodreads.
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Y esterday | reviewed the first book in this series, Night Calls, and | am very happy to report that Kimbriel
made me almost miss my bus stop at work because | had to read just one more page. Alfredawas well on her
way learning the arts of a practitioner when she discovered that not all who could see the world’s extras
delighted in them for the same reasons. As aresult, she learned some very interesting lessons and kept me
extremely captivated.

| loved seeing Alfreda back visiting her family and friends for alittle while. Just as she had changed, she
learned her family had as well. Watching her take on the role of instructor to her younger brothers while
ignoring one of the side effects of her growing power was extremely cute. | thought the way she patiently
walked the boys through figuring out what they should do and why boded well for her future training others,
provided she survived to that point.

Speaking of lessons, Alfreda s formal training continued to increase in complexity. | had the sense that while
there was a particular order to the lessons, life's circumstances were the ultimate decider once the apprentice
achieved a solid foundation. Kimbriel did a great job of showing how every piece of information and lesson
was critical. Not just practitioner and woodcraft lessons, but also those about human nature in general. The
importance of loyalty, sheer determination, common sense, and awillingnessto seek aliesall camein
handy. | loved how Alfredawas forced to use everything she learned throughout her life if she wished to
survive her encounter with the dark sorcerers.

Kimbriel avoided the sophomore slump with Kindred Rites, and if anything, managed to ensnare me deeper
in this series. Alfreda s growth and the slow reveal of things left hidden earlier kept my curiosity peeked.
Theinclusion of two entities as prominent characters added both a bit of levity, and a sense that nature does
have an order and will accept assistance in maintaining that order. | thought the final decisions Alfreda made
regarding the survivors of her encounter with black sorcerers both emphasized her basic character
knowledge, and set up some very interesting potential situations for future installments.

| giveKindred Ritesan A

Karissa says

This was the second book in the Night Calls series and was a great continuation of this series. There are three
book in this series, the third oneis called The Spiral Path and has already been released. | have really been
enjoying these books; there is alot of magic, fantasy elements, survival, and herb lore.

The whole story has a very traditional fantasy feel to it which reminded me of fantasy books | read back in
the 90's. The pace is deliberate and the story takes some time to build. However, | don't really mind because
| find Alfreda straining to be so interesting. Thereisalot of traditional witchcraft and herblore in this book
which isvery intriguing. This book also had alot about survival skillswhich | enjoy reading about.

Alfredaisreally tested in this book when she is kidnapped by arelative of the Keeper of Souls. She hasto
put both all of her survival skills and magical skillsto test. | really love how steadfast and competent Alfreda
is. She is an awesome heroine.

| love this alternate world where dark magic haunts the night and really enjoy how magic is blended into a
frontier type lifestyle.

Overdl thiswas a great addition to this series. | enjoy Alfreda as a character and the harsh world shelivesin.
| aso loved learning about the herblore and survival tactics that were featured in this book. | would
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recommend this book to those who enjoy traditional fantasy type stories and don’t mind a story that moves at
amore deliberate pace.

Michelle says

Thisisan alternate history occurring in America after the Revolutionary War (at least | assume there was a
Revolutionary War since there is areference to George Washington as President). It is about a young girl
learning to use her magic abilities. | got this as afree e-book and didn't realize until | was reading the
author's information at the end that it was the second in a series. Hopefully the first one (which | came home
an bought) will answer some of the things that puzzled me when | was reading this one.

LisCarey says

A few months have passed since the events of Night Calls, and Allie--Alfreda Sorensson--is continuing her
study of magic with her cousin, Marta Donaltsson, in the tiny frontier village of Cat Track Hollow, having
progressed to the point of learning the ritual to contact Death. After a Christmas visit to her parentsin Sun-
Return, Allie'sfriend |delia comes to visit Alliein Cat Track Hollow.

Allieisjust thirteen, and Ideliais not much older, but it's the American frontier in the early 1800s, even if a
different 1800s than our own history, and Ideliais hoping to be betrothed soon. That doesn't prevent her from
enjoying a chance to flirt with Charles Hudson, son of alocally prominent family, and his cousin Erik,
recently arrived from some long-separated branch of the Hudson family. Allie doesn't entirely see what all
the fussis about, even when Ideliatells her that Erik is more interested in her, Allie--although she's a bit
more interested when Shaw Kristensson arrives to escort |delia home to Sun-Return, and the two appear to
regard each other asrivals. The last thing Shaw saysto Allie before he and Idelialeave is awarning to be
wary of the Hudson men, because their eyes are "like mirrors.”

Allie doesn't quite know what to make of his advice, and in any case she has to stay on good terms with the
Hudsons in such atiny community. When Marta sends her off on an errand to undo awitch's spell souring a
neighbor's milk, and Erik offers her aride, she sees neither any way to refuse, or any reason. He offers her
some cider--and she wakes up in a darkened storeroom nowhere near home.

What she slowly discoversisthat she's been stolen by an ancient sorcerer-aworker of dark magic--so that he
can bind her power to his and use her to help continue hisimmortality. Much of his extended family is not
happy with the little kingdom he's made, bu they're bound too, and don't have any way out.

Allie's on her own, with nothing but her own incomplete training and her cunning, and only one possible
ally--Death.

It's hard to express how much | enjoyed this book. Allieis smart, strong, loyal, and thirteen. That's alittle
older in her time and place than ours, but not much. She's just getting to find out who she'll be as an adult,
when she'sthrown into aterrible situation where she may be the only person who has the particular
strengths, and freedom to use them, that might get her and others out alive, and kill an ancient horror that
used to be human, but isn't anymore.

She doesn't just have to figure out the right thing to do; she hasto stay strong and disciplined enough to do it,
at an age when she should still have adults to protect and guide her.
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Thisisall very, very well done. The characters are believable, the setting feelsreal, and the magic is
convincing, with real limitations, rules, and costs.

Highly recommended.

Vicki says

| love this series so much! If you like alternate history with magic (and monsters), you really need to read
this and the first book, Night Calls.

Katharine Kimbriel says

Well -- I'm biased, because | wrote the book. But | love Allie passionately, and aslong as she'll tell me
stories, I'll write them down. This book is afirst person narrator. Oh, for the curious -- no, I've never read
Scott Card's Alvin maker books.

A review --

"Take Little House on the Prairie, mix in alarge dose of magic, shake well for adults and settlein for avery
funride. I want the next installment of Alfreda Sorensson’s adventures right now."

---Laurell K. Hamilton, author of the Anita Blake, Vampire Hunter novels

http://www.ke-kimbriel.com

Shay VanZwoll says

Kindred Ritesis agreat continuation of Allie's story. Katharine Eliska Kimbriel first introduced you to Allie
in Night Calls, where you learn that Allie has The Gift, that which has been passed along for generations
through both sides of her family. Asin all first books, you earn who the characters are and the basics of their
relationships to each other.

Kindred Rites expands on Allie's teaching. Through calling Death and being kidnapped by sorcerers, Allie
discoverswhat she can really do... especially with the help of ateacher no one would have expected. With
odds against her, in a strange state without friends or family to support her, Allie managesto grow in her
power, giving up preconceived notions of what should be and instead coming closer to Veritas - the truth of
now only who sheis, but what she can be.

This second book in the Night Calls Series is even more exciting than the first one. Since we aready know
the main characters, Allie's story is able to continue with more detail being spent on the life of awoman in

the Michigan Territory as well as the teaching of a Practitioner. If you're afan of magic, adventure, or even
just someone who won't give up, | highly recommend that you read Kindred Rites.
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Tasha says

Great story about ayoung witch learning to control her powers in the pioneer wilderness. Love, love this
story--a definite recommend.

Mike says

If you're here, you've hopefully read Night Calls (if you haven't yet, start there), and probably need very little
prompting from me to continue learning and growing along with Alfreda.

| don't know that there's much to say other than Kindred Rights continues along in the same style as NC1,
with the same masterful writing and the continuance of the delightful plot. I'd judge this volume to be more
suspenseful than the first; Kindred Rights has a bit more of the typical how's-she-going-to-get-hersel f-out-of -
this-one plot, athough there's still plenty of the serenity that made NC1 so wonderful. If you liked the first
book, there's no doubt in my mind you'll enjoy this one too.

If I had to choose between which volume | liked better, | think this one has a dlight edge. Very dlight, redlly,
because | have nothing bad to say about Night Calls. There's more suspense here, like | mentioned, and
Alfreda has matured quite a bit, both emotionally and in the craft, which allowed the author even more
latitude to spin ayarn. (Book three was just released today, and even though I'm not very far in, | have a
hunch that one might surpass both its predecessorsin sheer entertainment value.)

It's been along time since I've stumbled across a series that has me as excited as this one. Start with book
oneif you haven't met Alfredayet...but if you have, for goodness's sake, stop reading reviews and start
reading the book!
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