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Agent -Sully- Sullivan is one of the top copsin the Imperial Bureau of Investigation. A veteran witch of the
British Empire who isn't afraid to use her magical skillsto crack a case. But Sully might need more than a
good education and raw power to stop the string of grisly murders that have been springing up across the
American Colonies. Every one of them marked by the same chilling calling card, awarning in the form of a
legion of voices screaming out through the killers mouths: -1t IS tHe Y EAr oF the KNife.-

Sully'sinvestigation will drag her away from the comforts of home in New Amsterdam, the beautiful but
usel ess hyacinth macaw that used to be her boss, and the loving arms of her undead girlfriend, in athrilling
race against time, demonic forces and a shadowy conspiracy that will do anything to keep its hold on power
and ensure that Sully takes their secretsto her grave, as soon as possible.

G.D. Penman's imaginative The Year of the Knifeis afun, fast-paced urban fantasy mystery with an
engaging set of characters, most notably Agent Sully of the Imperia Bureau of Investigation.
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Danika at The Lesbrary says

Sully has not been having a good summer. She works for IBI, the investigation bureau of the British empire,
and despite the strikes against her--woman, Irish, gay--she has managed to gain some respect by being the
best in the field. She may have learned from a hedge witch, but she can hold her own against any university-
educated magic user. But she may officially be in over her head: every day, a new person, seemingly
possessed, has been acting out public, grisly murders. That's impossible, though: demons can't possess living
people. The body count is climbing higher, and her boss being stuck as a parrot isn't helping any. Can she
end the reign of what the killers keep calling "The Y ear of the Knife"?

The Year of the Knifeisagrungy, gory urban fantasy. While the plot focuses on Sully attempting to solve
this string of crimes, most of them gruesome mass stabbings, there are alot of ballsin the air: in this world,
the British empire still rules much of the world, including New Amsterdam (which seemsto be near
Brooklyn), where Sully lives. Thereis an undercurrent of tension around this: in Ireland, for instance, hedge
witches with borrowed power have attempted revolution many times, each time getting cracked down on by
imperial power, which causes more resentment, fueling the next rebellion.

On top of the mystery and alternative history elements, of course, there's the magic system. | was impressed
by how complex thisworld is, and | appreciated that the magic system seemed to be cohesive and clearly
defined: magic users have to speak spells, draw glyphsin the air, and often work out mathematical equations
(if you fudge the numbersin atravel spell, you might find yourself lodged in awall when you arrive).
Whenever I'm reading about aworld that has magic, | want to know that the author has thought it out.
Specifically, there needs to be clear limits to magic, or else there can never be believable tension. Thisworld
comes with amagic system that makes sense to me. In case there wasn't enough going on, there are also
demonsin thisworld, pushing through from another plane of existence. And those might not be the only
dimensions at play!

While | was intrigued by the world, | had trouble connecting with the main character. I'm al for a gruff,
unlikeable female character, but Sully takes it to another level. She cackles as people die under her use of
magi c--seeming to take pleasure in it even when the person being killed deserved, at the very least, some
pity. At the same time, she can't handle being in charge because she can't deal with deaths of her colleagues
on her conscience. She has her own resentment of the British empire, but she seems to judge other groups
who speak out against it. What really got to me, though, was the multiple times when Sully mentions seeking
out young, possibly underage women to have sex with. She goes to student nights at bars to take home
"presumably legal" experimental college students. She wakes up with a girl and wonders if shewas a
teenager after all. That is not cute. Sully is nowhere near these women's ages, and it's skeezy at best and
illegal at worst.

Sully does have a girlfriend--sort of. She has a tumultuous relationship with her ex. At one point, they were
engaged, but after her girlfriend left her at the alter, things have been tense. They still sleep together
occasionally, usually when her ex needs some blood. (Did | mention that she's avampire?) They punish each
other while still not being able to let each other go. | was interested in their relationship, but it felt like there
was something missing. | didn't quite understand why they had the dynamic they did, and they seemed to
quickly fall back into aloving relationship, so | didn't feel like | really understood them as a couple.

| did have a couple of concerns, the most major of which was the racism. | understand that the ideais that
with the empire still ruling most of the world, racism is even more entrenched than it is now, but having, for
instance, Chinese people described as"Oriental" and an Egyptian guy as "swarthy"--while apparently all
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Native Americans Sully has ever known have been breathtakingly beautiful, though for some reasons they're
all deeply bigoted against vampires--pulled me out of the story. There are alot of instances like these: casual
racism scattered throughout the text. It was jarring enough for me as awhite reader. | can imagine many
readers of colour wouldn't find it worth pushing through them.

My other major complaint was with the specific focus of the book. Maybe it's the Canadian in me, but
focusing on New Y ork in this aternate timeline of continued British occupation felt like the most
uninteresting take on the idea. | would have liked to see pretty much anywhere elsein this world: Hawaii,
Puerto Rico, and India, to name afew. (view spoiler)

This sure was an interesting reading experience! | will be watching to seeif thisis spun into a series, because
the world definitely could support it.

Review originally posted at The Lesbrary

Cheryl Whitty says

Reviewed on behalf of http://bookaddict.live,

Sully is apowerfully witch that works for the IBI (Imperial Bureau of investigation) for the British Empire.
Itis her job to deal with the worst paranormal attacks in the American colonies. When a string of mass
murders continues to happen, it is up to Sully find and stop the killer. But soon Sully realizes she may be
dealing with someone with magic never seen before. Can Sully crack the case before it istoo late?

| devoured this book, it was full of so many different paranormals which | loved. Witches, vamps, skin
walkers, demons, it was agreat mix and they fit into this world in ways you would not expect. For one,
vampires are considered very lowly. They are banished, killed, hunted and at best ignored, pending what part
of theworld you are in. Humans know they are living with things that go bump in the night but the witches
and other magic users keep theminline. | really got immersed in this world and thought it was well done. |
don’t remember ever quite reading a book like this before, and considering all the paranormal books | have
read, I’ m pretty impressed.

Sully has to be the biggest badass witch | have ever read about. | just loved her character. She is awesomely
powerful but sheisnot invincible. | liked that even with al her power, her life was still on theline, it made
the story more exciting. | am not going to give anything more away, but | would love a sequel please Mr
Penman. This has so many different elementsin this story, that | think will appeal to alot of readers.

Christa says

Theworldin, The Year Of The Knife, is one that the good guys and the bad guys are apt to be magicians
with contingenciesin place if the bad guy happens to be a demon to boot. Female protagonist, Agent "Sully"
Sullivan, is awitch in the, male dominated, Imperial Bureau of Investigation. But in the field, being a power
house of magic, it's Sully and her, not solely book learned, spell casting abilities that dominate. For that
reason she is tasked with averting who or what is responsible for the escalating number of murders, not only
in New Amsterdam, but also dotting the American Colonies. Author G.D. Penman crafted a storyline that is
immediately intriguing and the intrigue builds momentum as events unfold to a culmination you don't see
coming! Personally, | think Penman has a gift for story telling. It's purely subjective, of course, but | rarely
come across a book that the characters, surroundings, and action comes to mind so vividly. | remember
thinking that thought specifically from the start. | could see the tunnel, Sully's eyesin the darkness, the sigils

PDF File: The Year of the Knife... 4



Read and Download Ebook The Year of the Knife...

and best of all, the magic flowing! Recalling The Y ear Of The Knife has been like recalling scenesin a
movie (I think it'd be agreat movie!) | definitely recommend seeing it, | mean, reading it!

Ry Herman says

This one sounded like it should have been right in my wheelhouse, story-wise, but somehow it never
completely gelled for me. Maybe it was because, despite some very interesting world-building, the
implications of al the magic floating around never seemed well thought out in terms of how it affected the
society. Maybe it was because the protagonist, whom everyone considered highly intelligent, occasionally
did suicidally stupid things for no very good reason. Parts of it were fun, but | ended by wishing that the
great concept had a more solid story to go with it.

Claire says

Thisreview originally appeared on Brizzlel ass Books.

The Year of the Knife puts Sully, an Agent at the Imperial Bureau of Investigation (1BI) at the centre of a
story involving magic, aworld which is unrecognisable to our eyes with the British Empire ruling strong,
Europe a quivering wreck over run with demons and strange and unusual murders happening at an increasing
frequency.

I will admit to struggling with this book initially, it took me awhile to get used to Penman’s style of writing
and to get comfortable with the story. That said, once | settled into the story | was hooked and Sully isa
fantastic character. Her witty repertoire had me chuckling my way through some tense moments and her
confident approach to her sexuality was refreshing.

Skilled at magic, and investigating crimes Sully leads the investigation into The Y ear of the Knife crimes
and | could never in amillion years have guessed where this was going to lead, it was cleverly orchestrated
so that only at the last minute does it surprise you with the outcome.

There are some wonderful battle scenes, with magic vs hand to hand combat. Vampires vs Demons vs
Humans making a true mix up of the supernatural in aworld that is not so different from ours yet completely
different.

| am truly glad | pursued this and didn’t give up near the beginning when | was struggling alittle, the effort
paid off and | thoroughly enjoyed seeing Sully through to the end of this fantastic urban fantasy.

Sending huge thanks to G.D. Penman, Meerkat Press and Xpresso Book Tours for the eARC so that | could
read and honestly review this novel.

Fangsfor the Fantasy says

Oh wow thereis such alot here. So very much here.

We have a completely amazingly different alternate world. A modern day British Empire - with all the issues
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of Imperialism and Colonialism attached and examined. Thisisn't some excuseto just play with the
aesthetics - the Empire is not a benevolent force by any means (though there is some fascinating complexity
there. | love how while definitely an issue, it also stands out as one of the few nations that don’t brutally
persecute vampires). But also with magic and demons equally drastically changing the shape of the world.
From the United Nations of Native Americans who most certainly have not been conquered, to mainland
Europe badly overrun by demons. On top of this we have a definitely steampunk aesthetic which is always
beautiful and fascinating

We have a complex and fascinating magic system with so many possibilities and implications - from how
magic isused in the Industrial Revolution to how powerful mages are treated, to the maths and formula
talented and skilled magic users perform while at the same time having some excellent takes on how magic
istreated in different regions, different talents and how they can certainly match or surpass more formal
training.

| can’t stress enough, the breadth and fascination of the world building, the different nations, the different
branches of the government and forces, the

To that we have some awesome action scenes, lots of exciting and dramatic magic, a brutal and terrifying
police investigation with lots of mystery, lots of battles and some generally excellent, fast paced writing
(generally, I'll get to that) and some really genuine creepiness as well.

And my gods there was a definite twist there. A truly excellent twist that brought all the myriad plot points
together truly awesomely.

Our main character, Sully, is powerful, intelligent and capable both as a magic user and as an investigator.
She doesn't have any real respect for authority - but that doesn’t make her a mouthy rebel without purpose.
She’ s passionate, excellent fun and a definite force to be reckoned with. She's an excellent protagonist. And
she'saleshian, and she's sexual - both casually and with along term albeit fraught relationship with another
woman. And there are definitely issues with their tumultuous relationship it is nothing to do with their
sexuality and far more to do with vampirism and commitment issues and previous bad experiences.

The pathologist is afascinating and eternally curious Indian man, her main conspirator and fellow researcher
into the murdersis a deeply academic, ferocioudly intelligent and amazingly well connected, politically
astute Black man. One of her fellow cops and one she most relies on is a definite Man of Colour and we have
apresence from the United Nations - of Native Americans. It's adefinite diverse book with clear depictions
of minorities, all alongside ongoing examinations of persecution, imperialism and even how, for example,
Sully can awkwardly fit in the system as an IBI officer and give people a heads up who may be hurt by the
system

Read More

Lex Kent says

With it being almost Halloween, | have been craving some paranormal stories. When | saw this ARC, | was
instantly interested. Thisis available as a Read Now option on Netgalley, so | grabbed it immediately. | am
not familiar with this author, so | was not sure what to expect. Luckily, he writeswell and | enjoyed this
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more than | hoped.

Sully is apowerfully witch that works for the IBI (Imperial Bureau of investigation) for the British Empire.
It is her job to deal with the worst paranormal attacks in the American colonies. When a string of mass
murders continues to happen, it is up to Sully find and stop the killer. But soon Sully realizes she may be
dealing with amagic never seen before. Can Sully crack the case before it istoo late?

This book has aton of supernaturals which | loved. Witches, vamps, skin walkers, demons, it was a great
mix and they fit into thisworld in ways you would not expect. For one, vampires are considered very lowly.
They are banished, killed, hunted and at best ignored, pending what part of the world you are in. Humans
know they are living with things that go bump in the night but the witches and other magic users keep them
inline. | really got immersed in this world and thought it was well done. | don’t remember ever quite reading
abook like this before, and considering all the paranormal books | have read, |I' m pretty impressed.

Sully hasto be the biggest badass witch | have ever read about. | just loved her character. She is awesomely
powerful but sheisnot invincible. | liked that even with all her power, her life was still on the line, it made
the story more exciting.

Thereis not really aromance in this book. Sully’s ex-girlfriend is still in the picture. They have avery
complicate relationship after her ex left her at the aisle for aman. Now that Sully’s ex has “changed” they
are back in each other’s life. Feelings are still involved but hurts run deep, will they be able work it out? | do
have to mention one small complaint; we don’t know why Sully’s ex “changed”. It is glossed over but never
explained, | hope if there is a sequel, we can find out why and how it happened.

This book had aton of paranormal action, and | ateit up. | also liked how the mystery of who the killer was
evolved. Talk about abig twist. | did not ever expect who was behind all the killing. | loved how the story
played out, thought it was great. This book absolutely Ieaves an opening for a sequel. It does not end on a
cliffhanger, but you want and need to know what happens to Sully next.

| am pleasantly surprised and happy how much | enjoyed this book. | easily recommend it to paranormal and
urban fantasy fans. Also, there is a giveaway for this book until Nov 20, if you arein the USA. Penman, if
you are reading this review, please write abook 2. | don’t want this story to be over and | need more with
Sully.

An ARC was given to me by Netgalley, for a honest review.

Ruthie Jones says

The Year of the Knife is definitely a unique, fun, and fast-paced urban fantasy that will have you falling
madly in love with Agent Sully. She has a certain spark that has nothing to do with her mad magic skills,
although those are wickedly awesome. She does come across as compl etely abrasive and detached at times,
but perhaps her in-your-face attitude is an attempt to compensate for her apparent small stature. Either way,
sheisfeisty, quick witted, confident, and totally fearless. And she gets the job done, no matter who getsin
the way.

All of the characters are completely engaging, and while The Y ear of the Knife has plenty of magical gore
and gruesome mystery, it has has quite a bit of humor aswell. Sully is quick with her snappy answers and
retorts, and she has an abundance of bravado. The entire story is gripping and full of non-stop action!
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The Year of the Knife has plenty of plot twists, but hold on to your seat as the story unfoldsinto its dramatic
climax. You don't want to missit!

K. Aten says

4.5 rounded up.

From the very beginning | could see that this book was not going to be your typical urban fantasy, or
aternate history novel. Agent Sullivan is a hard-case with a big heart when it comes to her city and the
peopleinit. Her job is not easy, investigating a string of murders whose clues only lead to more questions.
And thereis a conspiracy afoot and she's never quite sure who to trust. Sully's world is different enough to be
intriguing, yet familiar enough to avoid confusion while | was reading. And though I'm not normally one for
mysteries, this book with it's science-based magic and fast-paced action |eft me pleasantly surprised.

| was given this ARC in exchange for afair and honest review.

L eona Car stairs says

**35 stars**

HEY EVERYONE! Thisismy first ARC off of Netgalley, so | am super excited about that. Thisreview is
my honest opinion.

I'msoglad | really enjoyed my first ARC, it would have sucked indeed if | hated it. It was not perfect but it
was definitely an enjoyable, fast paced paranormal novel. Let me start off with the positives aka things that |
liked about this book.

1. Honestly, my favorite part of this novel were the Eugene the Sailor Doll (adoll possessed by a demon)
parts. |. Loved. Them. So. Much. They were gold and definitely the best part for me. haha. | do not know
why | loved them so much but | did. They were perfect xD.

2.Sully's badassery, her attitude, and just her in general. She was kickass and irritable, and | redlly liked her
asaMC.

3. The world being ours but not quite, sort of like an alternate present?idk, | am still alittle confused about
that but | thought it was clever how the author used some names for the Magi (from the past) from actua
history. Like Magus Lafayette, Magus Madison, Magus Burr. | liked that.

Thingsthat | did not like now:

1. Info dumpiness. It felt like there was alot of info dumping in this book, especially concerning magic or
spells. Sometimes this made it hard to read.

2. No backstory for Sully. | feel like we could have used a backstory for her.

3. A little more clarity on the world would have been fine. Like what is the Empire? Who is the Empress?
Just alittle more explanation of how this stuff worked would have been wonderful.

| definitely enjoyed this book, more over the 2nd half (it got more exciting then) and would recommend to
anyone who likes kickass MCs, paranormal novels, and lesbianism mixed in with the lot.
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Jessica ? says

It was an entertaining ride, but | was disappointed with the resolution.

The heroine was very likable and | would probably read another book with the main character. | enjoyed the
mystery. However, it seems like there was no way to have predicted the solution -- key information is
withheld from the reader until the end. Essentially, a new character just appears and explains everything.
Even that explanation had holes in it; it's impossible to explain without spoiling the story.

There was also a clear shift in tone right about the 50% mark, and | much preferred the first half. The second
half felt rather rushed and had several grammatical errors. | would have preferred alonger book (or even a
part 2) to resolvethis.

If it sounds like I'm being too harsh on this book, | probably am. Overall, it was afun read.

ARC received via Netgalley

Maddison says

I saw this book afew months ago, and was excited by the premise of the book, and ready to spend my hard-
earned cash on it — but, boy, am | glad that | didn’t spend money on this book. Sully is an unsympathetic, and
in my mind, often unredeemable character. The book opens with Sully liquefying a perpetrator who she has
tracked into the subway, cackling the entire time. Even when she accidentally kills possessed civilians she
shows no remorse for her behaviours.

And veering away from theissues | take with the protagonist of the book, the author inserts some racist,
classist, sexist, and otherwise problematic elements.

For one, Sully istreated asif sheisthe most oppressed character in the book because sheislrish. Thisis
despite the fact that we meet multiple characters from India and Africa, who are arguably worse off in this
British imperialist aternate reality. Some prize quotes that further the issues of racism include “in all of
Sully’ s limited dealing with the Native Americans, she had never met one that wasn’t beautiful”, and “He
was atiny Oriental man, known as the Eternal Emperor.” And asif describing the man as ‘oriental’ wasn't
bad enough, the man’s tranglator was previously a sumo wrestler — because, you know, what else do
Japanese people do?

Despite Sully being one of the poor and oppressed in this book, and one who hates the British Empire and
what it stands for, we still never see her having sympathy for other oppressed parties. In fact, the author
gives us this gem, “Malcontent poor people who blamed the empire for every tiny problem in their life,”
which entirely ignores and dismisses the problems that poor and oppressed peoples struggle with.

And finally, on to the sexism. Sully is an almost forty year old woman who the author refersto asa*not bad
for agirl pushy forty.” This unfortunate turn of phrase that infantilizes women, is only one example of issues
with sexism in this book. Many of these also operate within the intersection of her being awoman and a
leshian. Sully is presented as the predatory leshian stereotype, with this quote really exemplifying the
stereotype “ Thursday night was student night at many of the nightclubsin the city, and Sully had always had
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her pick of the presumably legal and fairly experimental art students. She liked to think of herself asa
formative experience for alot of girls out therein the world.”

| aso take issue with the way the antagonist is forgiven for his acts. The antagonist possesses and kills
hundreds of innocent civilians, but because he was doing it for a greater cause, his actions are forgiven and
he is rewarded for them. | can’t go into too many details, without majorly spoiling the plot.

I wish | had only taken issues with these elements of the book, but the writing, and plot are both amateur.
There are references to past cases, and past events that are never explained asif this were alatter book in a
series, which it is not. When demons shout, their speech iswritten in all capital letters, which | am blaming
the editor for because that should have been changed. The plot is convoluted and uninspiring. The ending is
rushed and unrealistic within the canon of the story, and the romance between Sully and Marie leavesalot to
be desired.

Would | recommend The Y ear of The Knife? No.

Anie says

Received from Expresso Book Tour in exchange for honest review

| was hooked after first few paragraphs, this book is soo good. The story starts in the middle of the action.
Sheiscalled into investigate weird case - Agent Sully works for IBI, sheis magic practitioner and uses her
skills to catch bad people. When people all over al murdered in weird way, she will have to use al she got,
to solveit.

Sheis one my favourite female characters in urban fantasy. Sully is the definition of kick-ass heroin. Sheis
funny and powerful. [ | imagine her going about as female version of Blade or Neo (from Matrix). :) ]

Sully gave her a gentle kiss on the neck, just below her ear and then whispered one of the few words of
Spanish that she knew, “No. Not police. Brujah. Witch.” Sully pulled back from the girl, who stood stock
still, staring at her with big eyes, now clouded with doubt. With atiny thunderclap, Sully vanished.

The book is set in kind of alternative world. Shelivesin New Amsterdam (New Y ork) and the Americas are
colonies of British Empire.

The story isfast paced, there is no dull moments, non stop action and writing is really good. Story grabs you
from the first moment and you can't put the book down till the very last pages.

L exxi Kitty says

Book received from both Netgalley and Meerkat Press for an honest review

Genres: Fantasy, Urban Fantasy, Mystery, Leshian Fiction, Alt History.

I've read roughly 656 works that are lesbian fiction. 810 mysteries; 89 alt-histories; 667 fantasy; and 128
urban fantasy works. Why do | mention this? Because of those 656 |esbian fiction works I've read, the vast
magjority are contemporary romances, and when the books are fantasy (108 of those), they tend to be
paranormal romances. Y ou know how many tend to be urban fantasies? So few | have to do an off the top of
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my head guess. . . and come up with about five (depending on definitions of urban fantasy/paranormal
fantasy), this book, two Alexis Hall books, and two Brey Willows books (actually, | aso put Jae's Shape-
shifter series on the urban fantasy shelf, though I'm not sure it really fitsthere - see, definitions are hard).

Alt history? As noted, |'ve read 89 works in that genre. How many of them were Lesbian fiction? Two. This
book here, and one by Gail Carriger (the character who isin alesbian romance in '‘Romancing the Inventor'
does turn up in other Carriger books, but as a background character ). And I'd actually forgotten to put that
other one on the alt history shelf.

The point of al of thisrambling isjust that this book, from my own experience, is something of an odd ball
genre wise. Though, admittedly, just because |'ve read 656 |esbian fiction works doesn't mean |I've read them
all (of course), so, for dl | know, alt-history and urban fantasy might be huge in lesbian fiction.

Setting: New Amsterdam (for the most part, though brief ‘pop-ins elsewhere, like Nashville).
Not sure why it's 'New Amsterdam’, since the city isin British control, and it got renamed in ‘our' time line to
New Y ork in 1664 when the British got control of the place.

story: Isobella'Sully' Sullivan (and don't call her by her first name or she'll act all shocked you actually
know it) isan Irish immigrant to 21st century New Amsterdam. New Amsterdam, in turn, isin the American
Colonies, and a part of the British Empire. Sully is a Senior Agent with the IBI (think FBI, but with magic
users, and agents dressing in whatever they want to dressin - so don't think FBI, since FBI agents out of a
suit would probably be instantly fired) - the IBI being the Imperial Bureau of Investigation. Wait, | think
Sully'stitle is Superior Agent? Well, whatever it is, Sully isahigh level agent for the IBI.

Sully has been given a case to investigate suspicious deaths - deaths where it appears someone has taken
over people, and had those people commit brutal and fatal crimes. The book then proceeds to tell an
interesting story. Until about 75% to 85% (or was it 91%7?) when the last part of the book became an
information dump.

As dlternate history, it's not clear what the 'pivot point’ would be (since that's important in alternate history
stories - pinpointing when atimeline diverged from our own), and there are certain odd things tossed in there
that do not really make sense - see New Amsterdam's name (or, you know, above where | mentioned that
New Amsterdam instantly became New Y ork when taken over by the British in 1664). Sure, there's that
information dump at the end of the book that 'helps' pinpoint the 'pivot point' but things were already
different at that point in time.

Asamystery . .. well, if you are reading the book because you like mysteries, and only for that reason, you
might not specifically like this book. Thereisamystery, and it isinteresting, and Sully does investigate it but
... things kind of unravel in non-mystery book like ways.

Asafantasy it isgood. As an urban fantasy, ditto. Asaromance. . . well, there isaromance, but theresa
reason | haven't even mentioned it yet - it's an urban fantasy type romance - asin, the main character vaguely
feels some attraction to one of the charactersin the story, they are something of a couple, and . . . stuff, but
there's no real romance between the two - it's just there as a sub-plot (there were hints that areal capital R
romance might break out, but no, thisis just a romance sub-plot, not a Romance book).

Despite what some of what |'ve written might suggest, | did rather enjoy this book, and if not for the
information dump at the end, 1'd probably have rated this ahigh 4.5 or so stars. Instead | rateit asolid. . .
hmm . . . 3.88 stars.

Rating: 3.88
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Devann says

| received a free copy of this book from NetGalley in exchange for an honest review

Thiswas actually areally interesting book and way better than | was expecting. It's set in an alternate version
of Americawhere we never gained independence from Britain so the British Empireis still the major
controlling force in the world. | really enjoyed all the little details about the world and how things had
changed because of this, it was very well-thought-out. The other half of the world-building area of thisisthat
humans have magic and have apparently also been aware of / in contact with demons for several centuries. |
really enjoyed the magic system in this because the magic users have to do calculations and things for their
spellsto work properly and it's always nice to see something more complicated than like "point at something
and say aword'.

The whole thing was just really fun. | loved Sully and it was aso nice to see her relationship with Marie. |
enjoyed that while there was romance present it didn't completely take over the book. | would definitely
classify this primarily as urban fantasy but there is an F/F romance on the side, it'sjust not the main focus.
My only complaint isthat | think things moved alittle too quickly after the big reveal at the end and I'm
honestly surprised the author chose to wrap everything up instead of going for a sequel because there could
EASILY be an entire other book for all of that. But | would still definite recommend it for urban fantasy
lovers who are looking for something a little bit different.
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