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It's the middle of the night in the Namibian desert when zoologist Tammie Matson wakes with a start to find
two elephants standing beside her tiny tent. She makes a promise: "If you just let me survive tonight I will
give up Africa. I'll give it all up. Just don't let them stand on me."

It's not a promise she will easily keep. At 29, Tammie has spent nearly half her life in Africa, her first love,
working as a conservationist. But as her 30s approach, Tammie is conscious of not having ticked those
boxes: no house, no kids and no husband. Broke and with her visa running out, it seems like Africa may just
force her to give it up after all. On returning to Australia, Tammie lands a job at the Worldwide Fund for
Nature (WWF) in Sydney. There she meets Andy, a charismatic Brit, and Africa suddenly has a rival. But
she's not ready to give up on the elephants yet...

From the magic of Bushmanland, to the banks of Chobe River in Botswana, to the civil strife of Assam,
India, Elephant Dance takes us to the heart of a conservationist's fight to find a way for elephants to live
peacefully in a world with too many people, too few resources and the increasing threat of climate change.

Passionate, funny, and moving, Elephant Dance is also a classic story of self-discovery, love, and the
courage it takes to follow your calling, especially when it takes you places you least expected.
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Anne says

Very interesting book by a very interesting lady. Highly recommend to anyone interested in Elephants and
Africa.

Kadi says

I love reading the parts about the elephants and wildlife, I read the next book first (elephant planet) which
repeats some of the story again. I do enjoy reading about how solutions are being trialed to combat the
elephant-human conflict and I do enjoy the conservation side though.

Sue Hoddinott says

Very enjoyable read. Inspiring, informative and well written

Deborah Pickstone says

It was OK but too much about the writer and not enough about the elephants. More about the elephants
might have obscured the fact that Ms Matson is not a talented writer.

Sabrina says

Enjoyable. Very inspiring.

Saturday's Child says

Tammie is a dedicated person who is passionate about wildlife conservation. Her story is one that really
engages the reader.

Cynthia says

Anything about our beloved elephants is worth eating! Thanks Tammie!
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Alethea says

An interesting autobiography and look at the author's study into human elephant conflict in Africa and India
and her love of the African bush.

Ruth Forbes says

Well done, Tammie! Memoir moves along at a steady pace and paints a picture of living with wild animals
(particularly elephants) in the wild of Africa and India.

Lisa says

It was great to ready about Tammie's experience with elephants and trying to find solutions to
Elephant/Human conflict.

Heather says

This was okay, but the author spent too much time talking about her own feelings, opinions and loves and
not enough time writing about the elephants. She writes about her experiences in both Africa and Australia
as a conservationist, making the story jump around which I found distracting.


