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Ezra Bridger knows how to take care of himself. Growing up in the shadow of the Galactic Empire, Ezra has
always stolen what he can to survive--and to mess with the Empire. But when one of Ezra's heists goes
terribly wrong, he finds himself thrown together with a team of rebels. Lead by brash maverick Kanan Jarrus
and fearless pilot Hera Syndulla, the rebels are on a mission to free enslaved Wookiees from an Imperial
prison. Now Ezra must decide whether to go back to his simple life on Lothal, or join the rebels in their fight
for freedom.
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Jacob Thornburg says

The prologue and the first two chapters are new, and then the rest of the book is the story of how Ezra met
the crew of the Ghost. We get more insight as to their motivations and thoughts, and all in all, it's totally
worth reading.
This is actually not bad writing. It's simple, but it's not bad. If nothing else, it's not The Bounty Hunter Wars
;)
If you've got a kid 5 or older to read it to, or maybe an 8 to 13 year old who can read it before they turn 14
and get too cool for chapter books, definitely grab it.
May the force be ever in their favor.

Brandt says

As stated in other reviews, this is just an adaptation of the pilot for Star Wars: Rebels. As also stated in other
reviews, it does add to the story a bit by exploring some of the inner monologues of some of the characters,
especially when exploring the relationship between Hera and Kanan (which when I read A New Dawn I
really didn't see) and Ezra's crush on Sabine, which has kind of toned down in season two. This is not
essential reading for Star Wars junkies, as they have likely seen the pilot, but this is probably good for
younger Star Wars fans who like reading.

Brenda Ayala says

A surprisingly great read! I knew this was geared toward a younger audience, but I guess I just forgot how
much I enjoyed stories like this. I read A New Dawn earlier this year (or was it late last year?), so I already
had a bit of background to go on.

Kanan is a Jedi. He thinks he's all alone, because he was only a padawan when the Empire rose to power and
decimated the Jedi population. He had been in hiding ever since, until he met Hera the Twi'lek and decided
to join the rebel cause.

There's a few more characters now, ones that I assume were introduced in the cartoon. I have not watched the
cartoon, so I cannot say for sure. This particular book introduces Ezra, a fourteen-year-old snot who starts
out as a street urchin trying to make a quick buck and turns into a padawan himself.

This is a rescue story, and I do love those. In this case, the crew is on a mission to rescue a group of wookies
who will inevitably die, worked to death in slavery deep in some mines. I liked that they all had to work
together to release the wookies, and that each character had a strength to show off.

And of course, when Kanan finally reveals he's a Jedi--so unbelievably awesome.

Morbus Iff says
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/me shrugs. It's a novelization of an episode. Hard to screw it up.

Lorien says

As the junior novelization of the first two episodes of Star Wars Rebels (know as Spark of Rebellion and yet
titled The Rebellion Begins???) I wasn't sure how much I would enjoy this novella. The novella Ezra's
Gamble was only worth about 3 stars, but I actually really enjoyed this. I found getting into the characters
heads rather interesting, and the description of the events were very nice. I enjoyed it quite a lot and was glad
to revisit what's becoming a new favorite show of mine.

Amy Wishman Nalan says

This book provides some insight into the first two episodes of Star Wars Rebels. The author Michael Kogge
does a fantastic job of writing a junior novelization without talking down to kids.

Ahdom says

This book was geared toward a younger audience and it is the novelization for the beginning of the Rebels
series. However, it was nice to read about character motivations and it was more thrilling reading it, I think,
than it was to watch it. Also, by reading I was forced to put the animated characters and imagine them as real
in the Star Wars universe. This book is great for younger readers who enjoy a galaxy far, far away...

Nancy says

Very nice adaptation of the first episode/movie of the show, "Spark of Rebellion".

Miss Clark says

Basically a novelization of the pilot/ film for Star Wars Rebels with some added POV and insights into the
background.

Hope. That was the key to all of this. To believe that freedom in the galaxy could be renewed.
That tyranny was not eternal. That the dark side of the Force could not snuff out every flicker
of the light.

Kanan believed. He had to believe. There was no other choice. But he was afraid. He sensed
the tyranny of this Emperor was unlike that of any other despot history had ever recorded. His
Empire would devour the whole galaxy if it wasn't stopped. This made the struggle Kanan and
his friends were involved in the great battle not only of their lifetime, but of many, many
lifetimes.
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The writing isn't stellar, but it flows smoothly and young fans of the series should enjoy.


