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A mesmerizing biography of the brilliant and eccentric medical innovator who revolutionized
American surgery and founded the country’s most famous museum of medical oddities

Imagine undergoing an operation without anesthesia performed by a surgeon who refusesto sterilize his
tools—or even wash his hands. This was the world of medicine when Thomas Dent Mtter began his
trailblazing career as a plastic surgeon in Philadel phia during the middle of the nineteenth century.

Although he died at just forty-eight, Mitter was an audacious medical innovator who pioneered the use of
ether as anesthesia, the sterilization of surgical tools, and a compassion-based vision for helping the severely
deformed, which clashed spectacularly with the sentiments of histime.

Brilliant, outspoken, and brazenly handsome, M itter was flamboyant in every aspect of hislife. He wore
pink silk suitsto perform surgery, added an umlaut to his last name just because he could, and amassed an
immense collection of medical oddities that would later form the basis of Philadelphia’s M tter Museum.

Award-winning writer Cristin O’ Keefe Aptowicz vividly chronicles how Mtter’ s efforts helped establish
Philadel phia as a global mecca for medical innovation—despite intense resistance from his numerous rivals.
(Foremost among them: Charles D. Meigs, an influential obstetrician who loathed Mtter’s "overly" modern
medical opinions.) In the narrative spirit of The Devil in the White City, Dr. Miitter’s Marvels interweaves an
eye-opening portrait of nineteenth-century medicine with the riveting biography of a man once described as
the"P. T. Barnum of the surgery room."
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Diane S? says

3.5 His parents cherished him as a young boy but he would lose his whole family to illness. Despite this, he
would become a fantastic surgeon and although dying early, he would leave alasting legacy.

Wonderfully told, entertainingly written, the is a story of a man ahead of histime. He believed in cleanliness
of supplies, room and person, at atime when doctors would routine pass germs from one person to the next.
He would discover the use of ether as a pain reliever, at. Time when surgery was performed giving the
patient only wine. In fact hospitals kept use supplies of wine for just this person. He became entranced with
medical oddities, wanted to fix these for people and help them have better lives. But it was the empathy he
hafor his patients that impressed me the most.

A look at the medical schools and doctor's training in the 1800's. Once again so glad | live now and not then,
though | think afew doctors could still learn empathy from Dr. Mutter.

Heather Bales says

Not only a beautiful retelling of the life of one of medicine's brightest and most sympathetic souls, but a
lovely remembrance of how he went on to shape the face of modern medicine after his much-too-early death.
| particularly enjoyed the tracing of his effects upon the lives of his students and how they, in turn, fathered
ingtitutions and practices that further cemented Mutter's impact on medical history, not just in hislifetime,
but changes that still ripple through how we view medicine, and the practice thereof, today. A great read, and
onethat | can recommend without a moment's hesitation.

Darryl says

| was somewhat familiar with Dr. Thomas Mitter, the famed 19th century Professor of Surgery at Jefferson
Medical College in Philadel phia, whose personal collection and funding led to the creation of The Mtter
Museum of The College of Physicians of Philadel phia, which is my favorite museum of medical history.
However, after reading Cristin O'Keefe Aptowicz's fascinating and compulsively readable biography of
Mtter | realized how little | knew about him, and how influential he was to the development of modern
surgery, the advancement of medicine as a science, and the reformation of medical education in Philadelphia
and the United States.

Thomas Dent Mutter (1811-1859) was born to a mother from an established Virginiafamily and a father who
was a hard working first generation Scottish immigrant. Although the Mutters were happy and modestly
successful at the time of Thom's birth the family of four was quickly struck down by illness, and by 1818 he
was an orphan with no surviving close relatives. Fortune did shine on young Thomas, as he was soon
adopted by Robert Wormelely Carter, awealthy Virginialandowner who was a distant cousin of his mother.
Carter supported Thomas's educationa endeavors, and after he realized that medicine was his calling he
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graduated from the medical school at the University of Pennsylvania at the age of 20.

After graduation Mutter (who changed his name to M tter, in keeping with his flamboyant lifestyle and
dress) sailed to Paris, where he learned the latest surgical techniques under the leading practitioners there,
including the legendary Guillaume Dupuytren. He returned to Philadelphia, but he was unable to establish a
successful practice as ageneral surgeon despite his clinical skill and growing reputation in the city's medical
community. Mtter began teaching at the Medical Ingtitute in Philadel phia, and soon afterward he joined the
faculty at the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia's second medical college after the University of
Pennsylvania School of Medicine. There he quickly became arevered instructor who was noted for his active
engagement of his students during his lectures, along with his skill in the operating theater and the
compassion he showed to his patients before and especially during surgery, at atime when anesthesia was
limited to wine and other spirits.

Mitter was closely linked to several advancements and innovations in 19th century surgery and medicine,
including the use of a patient's own skin to form surgical grafts; the utilization of ether as an effective
anesthetic agent during surgery; the adoption of antiseptic techniques to reduce the likelihood of
postoperative infections and puerperal (childbed) fever; and the creation of postoperative hospital wards,
where patients would be closely and compassionately cared for under his watchful eye.

Sadly, Mitter suffered from ill health throughout his life, which curtailed his brilliant career as a surgeon and
teacher. Fortunately he ensured his legacy with the creation of the Mitter Museum, which opened in 1863
and moved to its current location on 22nd Street between Market and Chestnut Streetsin Center City
Philadelphiain 1909. The museum is open to the general public seven days per week.

Aptowicz does a superb job in her portrayal of M{tter, as her interest in and enthusiasm for the surgeon
shines on every page. The book iswritten for ageneral audience, and it isfilled with rich detail about the
history of early and mid 19th century medicine, medical education and surgery. Dr. Mitter's Marvelsisa
captivating study of one of the most interesting and influential physiciansin American history, and | cannot
recommend this book highly enough.

Allen Murphey says

Exhaustively researched and fifteen years in the making, Cristin Aptowicz's biography of Dr. Thomas Dent
Muller, 1840s and 1850s Philadel phia surgeon and teacher, is much more than a narrow biography.
Aptowicz paints detailed portraits of Philadel phia society, of the early state of American medical training,
and of the conditions of Western medicine before the Civil War. Mutter began his surgical career before
anesthesia, before the infectious causes of disease were even guessed at, and when 20% of American
children died before their first birthday. From his training, continuing study, and lively intellect Mutter
initiated both surgical and teaching techniques that put him at the forefront of American — even European —
medicine. Tragically, the ravages of then-untreatable diseases took Muller at the age of forty-seven.

In Aptowicz’'s hands Mutter’ s desires and demons are both forceful and clear, and the changes he introduced
to medicine and medical teaching are understood as the groundbreaking moves they were at the time. At
least one surgical procedure named for him is still in use.

The writing is smooth and appealing and the characters and society are deftly and clearly rendered. Welearn
as much about mid-nineteenth century Philadel phia and America as we do about Mutter and his colleagues.
Aptowicz s years of research and effort to bring Mutter’ s story to life are rewarded by the fluidity and rich
content of Dr. Mutter’s Marvels. It'sa story to be read and alife to be celebrated.
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>>Support independent bookstores by buying real books from real stores where you can talk with real
booksellers.<<

Kate says

I've said it before and I'll say it again - thank goodness for modern medicine! | visited Dr. Mutter's museum
in Philadel phia years ago and would love to revisit it now that | know more about his life, contributions, and
philosophies.

Joanne Moyer says

Extremely interesting story of a man not many have probably heard of. Dr. Multter practiced medicine, or
practiced what was called 'medicine' in his time, during the mid to late 1800s. This was atime when
cleanliness apparently was not considered close to godliness, doctors saw no reason in washing their hands
between treating patients, or cleaning their instruments between surgeries, which not surprisingly, caused a
lot of pain and death of patients rather than healing them. Dr Mutter was one of the first to proclaim the
merits of cleanliness and anesthesia, which at this time was not used. He became most famous for his work
in plastic surgery for people with facial deformities, cleft palates, and especially burns, in which he created
the 'Mutter flap' which is still used in burn surgery today. Very interesting look at the times and the ways
doctors worked.

| was reminded of Taylor Caldwell's Testimony of Two Men which is about a young doctor in the 1800s
trying to get doctors to wash hands and their instruments. She has said the story was based on areal doctor
who she would not name, but someone her father, a doctor in the Philadel phia area which is where Dr Mutter
practiced, knew.

| can't help but wonder if the 'hero’ in her book is him.

M.R. Graham says

| have never before found it difficult to put down abiography. Aptowicz's work is sensitive, informative, and
enchanting - awork of elegant prose and loving research. A beautiful book about a beautiful man who,
thanks to Aptowicz, is now further protected from obscurity.

MIpmom (Book Reviewer) says

I can honestly say | have never read a book quite like this one before.

Fiction and fact, blended together so seamlessly that it is sometimes hard to tell them apart. To know when
something was fictionalized from dramatic sake or because it really happened.

Either way, this book was quite interesting. No, quite fascinating and dare | say, even fun?

Once again | find myself in unfamiliar territory with this read. Something | never would have picked up on
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my own but truly enjoyed.

| confessthat | knew nothing about Dr. Thomas Mutter but am now quite curious about hislife work and all
the medical advances he made throughout his career. In fact, | would love to visit Philadel phia and see the
museum that was erected in his honor and all the oddities that live there.

The author did a fabulous job blended the fact with the fiction and making this read not only somewhat
mesmerizing, but entertaining aswell. | truly had fun learning about this remarkable professor and doctor
and all that he had to offer the world, some of which, isstill practiced today.

If you are looking for adifferent kind of historical read, then thisis the read for you.

* A review copy of thiswas provided by the publisher in exchange for an honest review.*

Rachel says

Most excellent book!

Written in away that drawsin the reader, as with a beloved mystery, this non-fiction book compels the
reader forward with brilliant use of language and creates an accessibility for the laymen that isn't in any way
"dumbed-down".

While having been fascinated by the Mutter Museum and its treasures, | had no idea how many contributions
Thomas Mutter made to modern medicine, including the most basic hygiene in an erawhere germs had yet to
be discovered and contagions were considered superstition; pre- and post-operative patient care (including
recovery rooms!); and an empathetic approach to dealing with patients as humans with lives rather than
simply cases to be logged.

A brilliant, fascinating read, | highly recommend it.

Erynl] says

***4 FULL stars***

What a magnificent biography! This should be required reading material for anyone intersted in pursuing a
career in medicine, or just intersted in history - because it's truly immersing and eye-opening.

Though the novel iscalled "Dr. Mutters Marvels', it's not only about him - but also about the many other
doctors whom he'd worked with and had been inspired by throughout his life. Mainly, however, it was about
his story and hisrise in fame (obviously), and how medicine and surgery progressed (and how many of those
progresses were because of him!).

But it's such a shame Dr. Mutter passed away so young - to think of how much more he could have
accomplished had he not been sick!

Overal, this should be anovel read by everyone - especially those who love medicine, history, or work in
Healthcare. It exhibits how much medicine has advanced in America - and you'll especially be shocked with
how surgeries were handled 150 years ago! It's almost disturbing to read in detail - yet, truly fascinating!
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Mike says

Thiswas an enjoyable read. Mutter's career saw many big changesin medical theory and practice, and the
author celebrates hisrole in championing plastic surgery for the deformed and burn victims, the use of
anesthesia, germ theory, and the importance cleanliness; the author also argues that his compassion and
insistence that patients be treated with dignity and decency were perhaps his greatest legacy, for many of his
students went on to great things. Today he is best remembered for the surgical technique that bears his name
(using aflap of skinto repair or replace damaged tissue) and for Philadel phia's famous Mutter Museum,
which houses a massive collection of medical specimens and oddities.

Because of his pioneering work in plastic/restorative surgery, and perhaps because of the museum, the book
does include a number of illustrations and descriptions that make this something you won't want to read
while eating. Thisis probably to be expected in any book about 19th century medicine, though.

*full disclosure, | won afree copy of this book viathe Goodreads "first-reads’ program and was asked to
post areview.*

Dr. Godot says

The readers who will love this book are those who prefer their history presented as fictionalized adventure
starring a hero who triumphs over avillain and becomes a Great Man. Such readers will not mind that a great
deal of this“true tale” derives from Aptowicz'simagination: the long description of Mitter'simagined
seasickness during his first ocean voyage, the imagined half-eaten Parisian meals right down to the imagined
menu, the imagined smiles exchanged by doctor and patient following surgery to repair a cleft palate. (If |
had just had my cleft palate repaired without being anesthetized, | don’t think I'd be smiling right after the
operation—but thisis Aptowicz'simagination, not mine.)

The readers who will not love this book are those who prefer their history based on thorough research and
intelligent scholarship. Here' s why.

Aptowicz admits that she found M itter a difficult subject to research. What few primary sources exist
—19th-century anecdotes, panegyrics upon Mtter’ s death, one speech, amedical notebook—are not
numerous or objective enough to compose anything like a complete picture of the man. Aptowicz’'s next step
should have been to look at scholarly secondary sources that could have helped her determine what might
logically fill in the gapsin her narrative. An example of such asource is Sickness and Health in America:
Readings in the History and Medicine and Public Health, published by the University of Wisconsin Press, a
standard university text. This step would have helped the author understand the cultural and intellectual
context in which Mtter lived and worked.

But this was not her next step. She cites no academic article, no book published by a university press,
nothing written by an authoritative historian. Her single scholarly resource was a Norton anthology of
historical excerpts. This book isthe only source listed for Aptowicz's entire Chapter Eleven, but we never
learn the authors or the titles of the excerpted works because the book is cited 23 times only by editor.
Clearly, scholarly research is not Aptowicz s forte. (Her website advertises her as a poet and performer.)
With the exception of this anthology, Aptowicz's sources are not scholarly. She relies heavily on a
mysterious unpublished biographical sketch of Mtter by an associate professor of dentistry. She also citesa
couple of coffee-table picture books, a 19th-century student’ s romanticized recollections of Paris, and so on.
(Sources are presented only in notes. There' s no bibliography.)
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Asaresult of not consulting modern scholarship, Aptowicz attributes to Miitter attitudes and opinions that
are simply not credible given histime and education. For instance, she says that Mtter “did not believe there
was any biological difference between the races past the superficia,” defining race as“all the different skin
colors that humans can possess’ (page 248 of the advance proof). Aptowicz' s assertion ignores that fact that
medical practitioners of the mid-19th century did not define race as merely variation in skin color. Educated
people of Mtter’ stime defined race to encompass variations in intelligence, family and community
structure, “moral character,” group behavior, religious and artistic tendencies, temperament, and many other
factors that we now categorize as cultural rather than biological. A video released by Mtter’s own museum
explains that the white medical establishment’s understanding of African American bodies began only during
the Civil War (years after Mitter’ s death), when army surgeons learned to treat the diseases and wounds of
black soldiers (http://muttermuseum.org/videos/broken...).

Mtter’ s best memorial is still his museum, not this book. Visit the museum or its website
(http://muttermuseum.org/).

Shappy Seasholtz says

If you have ever been to the Mutter Museum in Philadel phia, which houses one of the largest collections of
medical odditiesin America, it ismore likely you will walk out of the museum with your head full of
questions such as "Why did that woman turn into soap?' and "How did that guy walk around with a 300
pound colon?' However, you might not ask yourself, "Who collected all of thisweird, freaky stuff and
why?" and that's what Cristin O'K eefe Aptowicz's new book seeksto answer.

Who was Thomas Dent Mutter?

Turns out he was one of the most innovative characters in early medical history who revolutionized the
practice of plastic surgery, the use of ether and clean instruments during surgery and pretty much the concept
of outpatient carel

The author does a great job taking us back to the pre-Civil War era of medicine in Philadelphia and to the
founding of the Jefferson Medical College where Mutter lectured and performed his surgeries. It's amazing
how crude and primitive seems compared to the state of the medical advances we have today.

| don't want to spoil too much of the book here, but | found it to be avery engaging read. If you like David
McCullough or Erik Larson's books, you are going to enjoy the fascinating story of Mutter!

Also, there are lots of pictures scattered throughout the book and most chapters start with words of wisdom
from Mutter himself! A very well-designed book!

Shannon says

In the early 1800's, anesthesia had not yet been developed for medical use. The use of leeches for bleeding
was common practice and the spread of bacteria was so misunderstood that post-operative infection was seen
asasign of healing. While some doctors felt content in practicing medicine asit had been practiced for
years, by the mid-1800's, others began to seek progress.
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In Dr. Mitter’s Marvels, Cristin O’ Keefe Aptowicz follows the unlikely man from a sickly childhood to his
time as a popular surgeon and teacher at Jefferson Medical College. Well ahead of his colleagues, Dr. Mtter
insisted on taking time to focus on both pre and post-operative care, stressing the importance of consulting
with his patients. At atime when every cut made by a surgeon would be felt, Dr. Mtter believed it was
important to completely outline every procedure for his patients, many of whom suffered from disfiguring
abnormalities.

But Dr. Mtter’ s foresight didn’t end there—he was |leaps and bounds ahead of his colleagues in preventing
the spread of disease, the early use of ether and even the concept of diversity. Aptowicz paints an absolutely
fascinating portrait of a man who should be remembered for much more than the medical collections he left
behind.

Read more at rivercityreading.com

Lisa Shafer says

Disclaimer: | received afree ARC of this book in a Goodreads giveaway.

Thisisvery good narrative non-fiction.
Before my copy arrived, | read a couple of the negative reviews posted on Goodreads, and | was concerned.
However, now that | have read Aptowicz's book, | find | disagree with most of what these negative reviews

say.

| really enjoy narrative non-fiction done right. But that iswhat thisis: narrative. If you want only historical
facts presented textbook-style (which | also enjoy, by the way), then you might not like this book. But if you
enjoyed books such as Larson's The Devil In The White City or Johnson's The Ghost Map, then Dr. Mutter's
Marvelsis probably a good choice.

This book tells the story of aremarkable genius who is not well known outside of Philadelphia and/or the
medical community. Thomas Dent Mtter was fabulous, flamboyant, controversial, and way ahead of his
timein thefield of plastic surgery -- and also in progressive ideas such as cleanliness, treating patients with
respect, and using ether to make surgeries easier for both patients and doctors.

| was pleased with the amount of notes available for me to check the research, as| am always suspicious of
authors claims when notes and references are not included. Those who wish to check facts or read more will
find that Aptowicz hasincluded plentiful resources. As| had an ARC, the fact that the index was not yet in
the book disappointed me, but I'm quite sure that the "real” book will not have that problem.

So why did | givethisfour starsinstead of five? Well, the author does jump around quite a bit, taking several
sections of this chronological narrative out of order in away that can be rather confusing. She's also a bit
inconsistent with her treatment of other doctors/medical researchers at the time. Some of them get plenty of
coverage, but others are not even named when she discusses the effects of their discoveries on Mtter and his
work. She also praises the medical community in Paris at the time but ignores the tremendous influence of
the medical world in Edinburgh -- including the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeonsin Edinburgh,
which had been in existence for over 100 years before Mitter got his"original” idea of creating a similar
museum. | have a hard time believing that M tter would have heard NOTHING of the medical
advancements in Scotland when he was supposedly so very influenced by Europeans and the community in
Paris. Surely the Europeans would have been discussing the hot topics of the day from the medical
communitiesin other large cities! But thisisignored in the book, except for one brief mention of Edinburgh.
Thus, | wonder about the thoroughness of some parts of the research, however much | enjoyed -- and | DID
enjoy -- the research which isincluded.
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But on the whole, | found this to be a very good and fascinating read. | recommend it to anyone who has an
interest in American history, medical history, women's history (there is must on women's health here), or
general gruesomeness (surgery required a very strong stomach).

Kasia says

This should be a mandatory reading for anyone in medical profession. Wonderful story of a man whose
determination and talent created and transformed field of surgery and medicine. Now | want to go to
Philadelphia to see his museum.

Amanda says

A highly readable biography of the seemingly kindest doctor I've ever heard about. Thisis also agreat
overview of innovation in early American medicine. If you can't handle descriptions of surgeries, then |
wouldn't recommend this. | found them harrowing at times, but appropriate and helpful in understanding
what early medicine looked like. | wanted to visit the Mutter Museum before, but | want to see it even more
now!

Becky says

A few years back, the hubs (then boyfriend) and | visited the Mutter Museum in Philadelphia, because I'm
kind of morbid and curious like that, and it was something to do. For such a small museum, it was packed
with interesting bones and tools and casts and molds, as well as the stories behind them. It was fascinating,
aswell as somewhat sad, to think that these were artifacts from real people who existed... and were
considered "monsters" because of afluke of biology, or an accident, or ssimply a side-effect of being poor and
so desperate for work that you'll work in literally toxic factories.

| bought this cute tote bag:

At thetime, | didn't realize that the Mutter Museum was literally the life'swork and collection of aman. |
suppose, had | thought about it at all, the most museums are created and endowed by individuals... but |
didn't think about it until | read this book and had my "Ohhhhhh!" moment.

| think that | probably would have picked up this book regardless of my previously having been to the Mutter
Museum (morbid and curious, remember?) because who could pass up this cover, and this title? It's creepy
and intriguing. And I'm glad that | did not passit up, because the story told here was truly fascinating and
awesome.

Within this book, we are granted a glimpse into the life of a man that would help shape the course of modern
medicine, a man who seemingly invented "bedside manner" - at least in the US - and one who took pridein
putting the care and comfort and decision-making power in the hands of his patients, rather than assuming
that their knowledge and comfort was unnecessary.

This biography not only tells about Dr. Mutter himself, but also the environment that he existed within -
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Philadel phiain the mid-19th century was a crazy place, full of people, illnesses, accidents, and ignorance.
Science had not yet discovered microbes, so we're talking about the kind of ignorance that thinks that illness
is caused by "breathing bad air" or "too much blood". Medicine was often brutal, and often was riskier than
just dealing with the illness itself. When you're sick with cholerafrom drinking from dirty river water, and
shitting your guts out, the last thing that you want is some "doctor" bleeding you dry to try to draw out the
illness via your blood. Seems counter-intuitive to me... but | livein amodern era, thankfully, which has
benefited from a century's worth of science since then.

But thisisthe kind of environment that Mutter was working in, and his ideas regarding the spread of illness
viadirty tools and hands was... unwelcome. Many were insulted by the mere thought. These were
DOCTORS. They don't SPREAD disease, they CURE it. (Or the patient diestrying. Six of one, half a dozen
of the other.)

But thankfully, in the end he was vindicated, as it was proven that failing to clean up after one's self and
tools after touching or performing surgery on someone with an illness DOES actually contribute to the
spread of said illness in subsequent people treated. Cray cray, | know.

He was also an early adopter of using ether anesthesia while performing surgeries, though this too was
unpopular at the time. Some thought that pain was necessary for healing, and others thought that pain was
"God ordained" and shouldn't be meddled with. (Though how they reckoned this with the fact that they were
going against the "God ordained" illness or injury or malady or whatever and trying to heal it... | don't
know.)

This"God willsit" pain argument was popular with Charles Meigs, obstetrician, who was a colleague of Dr.
Mutter, and one that he bumped ideological heads with often. He (Meigs) was delightful... If you enjoy
condescension and cruelty with your malpractice and closed-minded "I am aMAN, so of course | know
what's best for WOMEN" misogyny. Y up. The guy who was supposed to help women with their
pregnancies, deliveries, and general lady part health... was araging boastful misogynist, who thought that
eternal childbearing pain as punishment for original sin was totally valid as an argument against anesthesia
for women.

Bet hewas just aHOQT at parties.

Anywho... This book coversalot of ground, considering that Mutter's life was actually pretty short. He died
at 47, but managed to accomplish so much during that time, and help so many people, that the end of the
book, where his students and colleagues and friends were memorializing him, it brought atear to my eye.

This was a man who wanted to help people who were hopeless and optionless, and he did just that. He was
smart, daring, willing to try new techniques and treatments... but most importantly, he was honest and
empathetic with his patients. He didn't treat them as though they were lesser beings just because they wereill
or disfigured or disabled. He treated everyone with dignity and respect.

And if that is not the kind of message that | think we all need right now, | don't know what is.

Jeff says

| got this book thru the Early Review program on LibraryThing and Gotham Books. It is generally the
biography of 19th Century plastic surgeon Dr. Thomas Muitter, but it is also a history of the dawn of modern
medical schoolsin Philadelphia.
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| had never really heard of Dr. Multter, except for the museum that bears his name. (A very eclectic medical
collection that | would like one day to visit). The book documents his quick rise at the Jefferson Medical
College as both a professor and wunderkind of surgery. He pioneered techniques that still hold his name
today, was a early advocate of ether and nitrous oxide in surgery (around the mid 1840s). It was amazing
both the resistance that the medical community had to anesthesia and the surgeries that they were ableto
accomplish WITHOUT it.

The story is also about those around him, including Charles Meigs (one of the most famous obstetricians at
the time), who was one of Mutter's main foes against the use of anesthesia, aswell as how life in the 19th
century affected how medicine was taught and practiced. Disease, overcrowding in the cities and working
conditions being chief among them.

No spoilers here, cause its on the back of the book, but Mutter died very young at 48 (ironically, for me, |
just turned 48 this week) due to chronic ill health. He was just hitting his stride and | wonder what more he
could have accomplished if he had lived. | think itstelling that alot of the "characters’ in the book have
wikipedia pages, but Mutter does not. Except for the museum, he doesn't seem to be well known in modern
times. This book might help remedy this for some. A fascinating book about a fascinating man.

Some interesting passages that struck me when | was reading:

"I think anesthesiaiis of the devil,” William Atkinson, the first president of the American Dental Association
said, "and | cannot give my sanction to any Satanic influence which deprives a man of the capacity to
recognize law! | wish there were no such thing as anesthesial | do not think men should be prevented from
passing through what God intended them to endure!" (yikes, and | hate going to the dentist in the 21st
Century)

(As Muitter began to recognize his mortality...) "Before, Mutter had felt it was hisrole to lead by example, to
show his students the heights they should strive to reach, even though their own talents and abilities would

likely never match his own. But now, Multter realized his task was to create doctors who could replace him."

S: 8/9/14 F: 8/17/14 (9 Days)

Jim says

WOW!!! Thisis one of the most amazing books | have ever read. Cristin's writing style is unsurpassed.
Filled with stories and facts that can easily boggle the mind, Cristin laysit out so fluidly and effortlessly.
Easily followed and understood, the reader is captivated by each and every page that follows the life of Dr.
Mutter and those around him. Definitely a book that deserves to be on everyone's shelf!
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